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About the NMFS 
~e National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). an NMFS serves as caretaker for many marine species NMFS plays a key role in safeguarding the health of 

agency of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad protected under the Endangered Species Act and the the nation's seafood consumers by assisting industry's 
ministration (NOAA) within the Department of Com Marine Mammal Protection Act. Some species of dol production of wholesome, quality products. Together 
merce (DOC), is responsible for the conservation of phins, whales, seals, sea lions, sea turtles, and (in with the Food and DrugAdministration, NMFS inspects 
living marine resources and the protection of marine creasingly) stocks of Pacific salmon have declined in hundreds of processing plants, distributors, and ves
mammals, endangered marine species, and the habi abundance so much that their future existence is now sels, and works cooperatively with other nations to en
tats on which they depend. in jeopardy. NMFS works to recover these depleted sure that both domestic and imported fish and shellfish 

The nearly 2,000 men and women of NMFS have resources, protecting species from activities that are safe to eat. 
some of the most challenging and exciting work in the threaten their safety and critical habitat. Since many U.S. stocks of marine animals are shared 
Federal Government: managing America's ocean fish The continuing and alarming loss of U.S. wetlands with other countries, Congress has approved interna
eries, guarding protected species and coastal habitat, due to development, pollution, subsidence, and dredg tional treaties and agreernents to conserve and man
and ensuring the quality and safety of the nation's sea ing seriously jeopardizes fisheries productivity. NMFS age these resources. NMFS fishery managers and sci
food products. monitors and protects the health of the nation's abun entists are key participants in many worldwide 

The 1976 extension of U.S. Jurisdiction to 200 miles dant coastal habitats-estuarine marshes, coral reefs, organizations such as the International Whaling Com
from shore ushered in the era of modern American fish seagrass beds, and mangroves-that are vitally impor- mission, International Commission for the Conserva
ery management. It also opened the tion of Atlantic Tunas, Inter-American 
door to increased demand for U.S. Tropical Tuna Commission, Interna
fishery resources and led to strong tional Council for Exploration of the 

Serving Nationwide growth of the domestic fishing fleet. Seas, Pacific Halibut Commission, 
Convention for the Conservation of U.S. fisheries are extremely valu

able, contributing over $25 billion 
annually to the nation's economy. Ad
ditional economic benefits are 

Headquartered in Silver Spring, Maryland, 
near the Nation's capitol, NMFS carries out 
its duties in five regions: Northeast, South
east (including the U.S. Caribbean), South

important work is conducted at the 24 NMFS 
laboratories which collect fisheries statistics, 
periorm resource and environmental surveys, 
study the biology and population structures 

Antarctic Marine Living Resources, 
MEXUS-Gulf and MEXUS-Pacifico, 
and many others. 

derived from subsistence fishing by west (including Hawaii and U.S. South Pa of marine species, analyze the ecosystems NMFS counts on many partners to 
Native American groups, from aqua cific territories), Northwest, and Alaska. that control the abundance and distribution help conserve and manage living ma
culture, and from recreational Regions work with the Fishery Management of living marine resources, and investigate rine resources. It works closely with 
viewing, such as "fish watching" on Councils, made up of representatives of state contaminants of the nation's seafood supply. industry, with hundreds of Federal, 
coral reefs. Nearly 300,000 men and governments, commercial and recreational NMFS Science Centers work closely with state, academic, and environmental 
women are full-time workers inAmeri fisheries, and environmental and consumer other NOAA units-the National Ocean Ser organizations, and with rnany Native 
can commercial fisheries, and nearly groups, to develop and implement Fishery vice, Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Re Arnerican groups. Guidance is pro
100,000 commercial fishing craft an Management Plans for all species under Fed search, National Weather Service, NOAA vided by the Federal Marine Fisher
nually ply U.S. waters. In addition, eral control. Regions also conduct important Corps, Coastal Ocean Program, Climate and ies Advisory Comrnittee (MAFAC), 
the opportunity for saltwater angling 
adds to the quality of life for over 17 
million Americans. 

NMFS, together with eight Re

economic analyses of the nation's fisheries. 
Each NMFS Regional Office is served by 

a Science and Research Center that conducts 
the studies necessary to support management 
decisions. Research that contributes to this 

Global Change Program, and the National En
vironmental Satellite, Data, and Information 
Service-to carry out NOAA's mission of moni
toring, recording, and predicting changes in 
the Earth's oceans and atmosphere. 

representing comrnercial and recre
ational fishing interests and fishery 
management agencies, the three in
terstate Marine Fisheries Commis

gional Fishery Management Councils sions (Atlantic States, Gulf States, 
and the coastal states, manages and Pacific), conservation groups, 
U.S. fisheries under the authority of and acadernia. NMFS encourages 
the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management tant to living marine resources. Together with NOAA's the active interest of the American public in conserving 
Act, the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, and many National Ocean Service and General Counsel, NMFS and protecting its ocean heritage. If you would like 
other Federal statutes. Together with the states and shares management of NOAA's Damage Assessment rnore inforrnation about NMFS prograrns or activities, 
the U.S. Coast Guard, NMFS also operates a stringent and Restoration Program, which works to mitigate write: Office of Public Affairs, National Marine Fisher
program to enforce fisheries and protected species coastal habitat damage resulting from oil and chemical ies Service, NOAA, 1335 East-West Highway, Silver 
laws. spills and other environmental disasters. Spring, MD 20910. 
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