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William Francis Thompson
(1888–1965): a Preeminent Fishery
Biologist of the Early and Mid Twentieth Century

William Francis Thompson
(1888–1965) and His Pioneering Studies
of the Pacific Halibut, Hippoglossus stenolepis

William Francis Thompson
(1888–1965) and the Dawn of
Marine Fisheries Research in California
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Scenes of early 20th century fisheries.
Top left: William F. Thompson aboard the

James Carruthers, 1914. Top right: Landing
fish in Seattle, 1915. Bottom: California sardine

catch, 1917. All photos courtesy of the William F.
Thompson papers, Archives, School of Aquatic and

Fishery Sciences, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash.
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