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PREFACE

The Pribilof Islands, a five-island archipelago known more descriptively as the Seal Islands, are the
historic breeding grounds of the world’s largest population of northern fur seals (Callorhinus ursinus).
The islands have a complex history beginning in 1786 with their discovery by Russian fur traders and
continuing today with an enterprising Unangan (Aleut) community.

During the period 1870—1984, the United States government operated and improved upon a com-
mercial sealing industry that had been initiated during the Russian period (1786—1867). The govern-
ment’s sealing industry dominated much of the islands’ activities and exerted pressure on traditional
Native culture and economics in a somewhat vain attempt to westernize the community. The industry
collapsed in the mid 1980’s, soon after the government withdrew from its administration of the two
inhabited islands, St. Paul and St. George. While several federal agencies administered the Seal Islands,
the U.S. Department of Commerce’s National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) was
the last managing agency of St. Paul and St. George islands.

In 1964, the U.S. Department of the Interior’s National Park Service (NPS) recognized St. Paul
and St. George islands as a National Historic Landmark. Then, in 1988 the islands became a National
Historic Landmark District (NHLD), a subject discussed more fully in an introductory chapter.

Beginning in the 1960’, the federal government took steps to transfer the Pribilofs to the resident
Native Aleuts. By the 1980’s, decisions were made to restore the islands’ environmental integrity which
had been compromised by seal-industry practices; restoration ensued before and after land transfers,
depending upon individual case circumstances. NOAA’s Pribilof Project Office commenced environ-
mental restoration activities in earnest on the Seal Islands in 1999. Activities included landfill closures,
debris removal, several historic building demolitions and renovations, and cleaning petroleum con-
taminated soil and groundwater at more than 100 sites. NOAA completed restoration under state of
Alaska oversight in 2008.

Because areas of St. Paul and St. George islands lie within a NHLD, a Registered National Historic
Landmark, NOAA consulted with the federal Advisory Council on Historic Preservation in accord with
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. The Council deferred to the
Alaska (State) Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) in the Department of Natural Resources, Office of
History and Archaeology. The SHPO determined that: 1) environmental restoration and 2) transfer of
public lands and buildings outside the public domain, represented adverse impacts to the Seal Islands
NHLD. Accordingly, in September 2006, NOAA entered into a memorandum of agreement (MOA)
with the SHPO to mitigate the adverse impacts to the NHLD. In 2010, NOAA completed its obligations
stipulated by the MOA. However, in the spirit of Presidential Executive Order 13287, Preserve America,
and NOAA’s Preserve America Initiative, the agency continued compiling and disseminating historical
information. The publication of the Seal Islands National Historic Landmark District, Pribilof Islands,
Alaska: Guide to Historical Resources 1867—1984 of St. Paul Island (book) is one example of NOAA’s
continued efforts towards historical preservation of the Seal Islands Historic District.

This book examines the Seal Islands’ history by tracing the historical resources on St. Paul Island,
particularly those identified within the NHLD. Historical emphasis is on the time period between the
Pribilof Islands accession into the United States (1867) and the end of commercial fur-sealing on the
islands (1984). This time period highlights some of the ways Aleuts, Russians, the U.S. government, and
U.S. businesses influenced the socio-economic development of the islands. While this book focuses on

St. Paul Island, it includes an overview of historical resources on St. George Island; a similar book spot-
lighting St. George Island will be completed if time and funding allow.

This book includes some of the materials submitted to and accepted by the SHPO and the NPS,
such as the Alaska Historic Resources Survey (AHRS) and Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS)
forms, respectively. The AHRS and HABS forms in this book are presented in book format, rather than
the original submission format, and have been updated to reflect new information and corrections.
NOAA did not submit photographs with the AHRS forms sent to the SHPO, nor the HABS forms sent
to NPS; however, photographs complement AHRS and HABS forms here. Photos include those taken
during an AHRS site visit in 2007, as well as images taken at earlier times found in various collections.
In 2004, NOAA contracted with NPS to produce large format (5 x 7 inches) photographs and measured
drawings (House #59, Teacher’s House 103 [aka “Teacher’s House D”], and Government House) of
contributing resources and some noncontributing resources, according to HABS standards, such as
Webster House, remaining on St. Paul Island. Many of the approximately 120 5 x 7 photographs and four
measured drawings, now in the Library of Congress (http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?hh:16:./
temp/~ammem_nl49::), are reproduced in this book and accompany the relevant resource. Since 2004,
additional images of some of the subjects studied by NPS offered perspectives similar to those in the
Library of Congress HABS photograph collection, although on a smaller scale (35 mm, 6 cm x 7 cm, and
in digital formats). Some of these are included herein.

In 2010, NOAA submitted updated versions of the NHL nomination form’s Sections 7 and 8 with its
submission of HABS forms, as requested by NPS, Anchorage, through the MOA with the SHPO. In this
book, these sections have been reorganized and altered to better fit the context of the book under the
chapter heading “Historical Review of Construction on the Seal Islands.” This chapter is followed by a
narrative review of historical resources on St. Paul Island. The narrative sections align closely to the re-
sources designated by the AHRS and HABS forms. The remainder of the book presents a photo gallery
with hundreds of historical photographs of noncontributing resources (principally buildings) including
many not represented by AHRS or HABS forms, thus providing a more comprehensive illustration of
the island’s historical context. Many photographs were cropped or modified from their original formats
for presentation and clarity; some photographs exist only as small electronic images and could not be
enlarged to a higher level or improved in quality.

This 11 x 15 book format has been selected to enhance the display of maps, photographs, etc. for
better viewing of important details. The photographs, maps, charts, and illustrations included in the
book are usually arranged chronologically; oldest to most recent. [The terms “map” and “chart” were
applied variously by surveyors and publishers over the years. The authors, in their own narrative, have
attempted to restrict the term “chart” to graphic displays of land-sea areas are used for navigation that
include depth soundings, and latitude and longitude in degrees, minutes, and seconds. The term “map”
is similarly depicted but lacks precise navigational attributes.] In cases where multiple images are as-
sociated with one contributing or noncontributing resource, the most recent photograph(s) appears
first with subsequent photographs presented from the oldest to the most recent. The majority of maps,
charts, and figures are unnumbered, excepting for those in the introductory sections and those in the
section describing archaeological sites where an expanded narrative references specific maps and fig-
ures. Some photographs have been integrated with individual and relevant AHRS and/or HABS forms.
The photos taken by the NPS in 1985 to support its nomination of The Seal Islands NHLD are not
readily available and did not accompany file copies of the 1986 nomination when this book was written.
NPS staff graciously allowed NOAA to scan negatives to make positives for potential inclusion in this
or other publications. Not all of the photos from the NPS 1985 collection are included in the book, as
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some are either duplicates, poor quality, or represent unrecognizable structures or features. In 1989,
NPS photographer Jet Lowe took and submitted numerous 5 x 7 photographs of St. Paul Island to the
Library of Congress and many of these are reproduced herein; these photos are in addition to those
taken by Jet Lowe in 2004.

A handful of photographs are undated, but we attempted to establish a date range using the photo-
graph’s context (e.g. clothing style, or whether or not a building of a known period is evident on a map
or in a photograph of a known date) and place it in with other photographs of a comparable time period.
Some sections, such as St. Paul Elementary School, include photographs of previous schoolhouses and
the captions refer to these buildings as “former” However, “former” is not used in captions for the By-
Products Plant that was demolished in 1988 because the demolition is discussed elsewhere and only one
By-Products Plant existed on the island.

NOAA hopes this book serves not only to document the historical resources on St. Paul Island,
but also to provide researchers and scholars with ample information with which to pursue study of the
physical and cultural developments that have occurred over time. NOAA also hopes that this work will
aid in the preservation of the cultural resources on the islands where currently no formal infrastructure
is in place to preserve and protect the majority of the islands’ cultural resources.

Special thanks to Tom Simon for his assistance with aerial photographs, Hoby Willis for his review
of the introductory material, Gina Rapapport for her assistance in verifying photographic records,
Phyllis Swetzof, Aquilina Lestenkof, Jacob Merculief, and the many residents of St. Paul Island for their
assistance in verifying historical information. Kristina Package is commended for her persistence in ac-
quiring historical records. Special thanks to Bruce Parham and Diane Kodiak of the National Archives
in Anchorage for their assistance in making Pribilof Island records available to the NOAA research
team. Janet Clemmens, Steve Peterson, and Mark Schara of the National Park Service provided crit-
cal assistance in accessing records leading to the recognition of the Seal Islands as a National Historic
Landmark and their assistance in conducting a Historic American Buildings Survey on St. Paul Island.
Special thanks to Jo Antonson for her persistent encouragement leading to the completion of this book.
Our deepest thanks to Kristina Worthington who exhibited patience, perseverance, and dedication in
laying out this book. To all those that have contributed into making this book a success, we offer our
most grateful thanks.
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THE SEAL ISLANDS NATIONAL HISTORIC
LANDMARK DISTRICT

The Historic Sites Act of 1935, as amended (16 USC sec. 461-467) in 1960, “declared that it is a na-
tional policy to preserve for public use historic sites, buildings, and objects of national significance for
the inspiration and benefit of the people of the United States” The Act’s section 2(b) empowered the
Secretary of the Interior through the National Park Service (NPS) to “Make a survey of historic and
archaeological sites, buildings, and objects for the purpose of determining which possess exceptional
value as commemorating or illustrating the history of the United States”' Further, the Act provided
“A certificate of registration and a bronze commemorative plaque would be provided to the property
owner upon designation of the Landmark”? In 1961, the NPS proposed the Fur Seal Islands “for evalu-
ation as possessing exceptional value” and followed it with a National Survey of Historic Sites and
Buildings (Figure 1).?

Early in 1962, the NPS proposed the Seal Islands be placed “in the Registry of National Historic
Landmarks” (Figure 2).* On June 13, 1962, the islands became one of fifteen Alaska sites eligible (em-
phasis added) for the Registry of National Landmarks.®

In 1966, the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) superseded the Historic Preservation Act
of 1935. NHPA Section 461 “declared that it is a national policy to preserve for public use historic sites,
buildings, and objects of national significance for the inspiration and benefit of the people of the United
States” (36 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] Sec. 65.1 (a)). Designated by the Secretary of the Interior
and administered by the National Park Service, National Historic Landmarks (NHL) are “nationally

1  Historic Sites Act of 1935 §207 Public Law No. 292, 74th Congress, Section 2 (b), http://www.blm.gov/heritage/docum/
histsite.pdf (accessed July 29, 2011); and http://www.cr.nps.gov/local-law/FHPL_HistSites.pdf (accessed July 29, 2011).

2 http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/nhl/russian-america/intro.htm (accessed July 29, 2011).

3 A National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings was conducted by Charles W. Snell on July 12, 1961, recording “Fur Seal
Rookeries, Pribilof Islands,” as the site name (Charles W. Snell, Fur Seal Rookeries, Pribilof Islands, National Survey of
Historic Sites and Buildings, U.S. Dep. Inter., National Park Service (NPS), Jan. 22, 1962; National Park Service, “Alaska
History”: 168—71 (National Survey Study, 1961).

4 Memorandum, Assistant Director, NPS, Jackson E. Price to Commissioner, Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), Apr. 16,
1962, Subject: Proposed Recognition of the Pribilof Islands Fur Seal Rookeries, Alaska, in the Registry of National Historic
Landmarks (National Park Service files, 240 W. 5th Ave., Anchorage, AK 99501). The Historic Sites Act of 1935, as amend-
ed, makes no mention about a “Registry” or “Register;” but the “Sites Eligible for the Registry of National Landmarks,” U.S.
Dep. Inter., NPS (Washington, DC: GPO, ca. 1965), states on page 1, “...the national Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings
was activated in 1957 as part of the MISSION 66 program of the National Park Service. From this program has grown the
Registered National Historic Landmark program...”

5 Edward A. Hummel, NPS, FWS Regional Director, Western Region to Regional Director, FWS, Bureau of Commercial
Fisheries (BCF), Subject: Recognition of the Fur Seal Rookeries, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, in the Registry of National
Historic Landmarks; and Edward A. Hummel, NPS Regional Director, Western Region, to Superintendent, Sitka and
Glacier Bay, Feb. 17, 1964, Subject: National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings: Sites eligible for Registry of National
Historic Landmarks, Fur Seal Rookeries, Pribilof Islands, Alaska (NPS files, 240 W. 5th Ave., Anchorage, AK 99501).

“The Seal Islands, National Register of Historic Places Inventory-Nomination Form” presented in Sandra McDermott
Faulkner, William S. Hanable and Robert L. S. Spude, Russian America Theme, National Historic Landmarks, U.S. Dep.
Inter., NPS, Alaska Region, Anchorage, 1987: 6; Russian America Theme is also available at http://www.nps.gov/history/
history/online_books/nhl/russian-america/intro.htm (accessed July 28, 2011). Faulkner et. al., 1987, erroneously states
that the Pribilof Islands NHL was “designated” on June 13, 1962. The “Fur Seal Rookeries NHL” was not designated until
ca. 1966 when Edward Hummel sent a memo on June 30, 1966 requesting the Superintendent of Mt. Rainier National
Park, John A. Rutter present a certificate and plaque designating the Fur Seal Rookeries, Alaska as a Registered National
Historic Landmark (see memo at end of this chapter).

significant properties that illustrate or commemorate the history and prehistory of the United States”
(36 CER Sec. 65.1).° A National Historic Landmark District (NHLD) is “a geographically definable area,
urban or rural, that possesses a significant concentration, linkage or continuity of sites, buildings, struc-
tures or objects united by past events or aesthetically by plan or physical development. A district may
also comprise individual elements separated geographically but linked by association or history” (36
CFR Sec. 65.3 (e).” As provided in the Historic Sites Act of 1935, NHPA Section 65.1 (b)(1) empowered
the Secretary of the Interior through the National Park Service “To make a survey of historic and ar-
cheological sites, buildings and objects for the purpose of determining which possess exceptional value
as commemorating or illustrating the history of the United States”®

The 1961 National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings of the Fur Seal Island Rookeries conducted
by Charles Snell was revised on July 2, 1965 (Figure 3). On March 1, 1966, Samuel Hutchinson, Regional
Director, Pacific Northwest Region, Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, submitted an application to reg-
ister the Fur Seal Rookeries as a National Historic Landmark (Figures 4a-c); soon afterwards, the Fur
Seal Rookeries became a registered NHL (Figures 5a-b). In September of that year, the National Park
Service presented a certificate and bronze plaque to the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries representa-
tive C. Howard Baltzo, Program Director, Marine Mammal Resources, commemorating the Fur Seal
Rookeries of the Pribilof Islands of Alaska as a Registered National Historic Landmark.’ The plaque with
the embossed date 1964 was installed on a rock on the plain above Lukanin Rookery, St. Paul Island
(Figures 6a-d).'® By the year 2007, the plaque had disappeared from the rock; the National Park Service
was unaware of the plaque’s disappearance.'! The U.S. Department of Commerce with the approval of
NPS in Anchorage provided a replacement plaque to the City of St. Paul in 2007 (Figure 7). No plaque
was ever placed on St. George Island.

Following the withdrawal of federal administration of the Pribilof Islands in 1983 by NOAA',
National Marine Fisheries Service,'* the NPS determined a need to reassess the Fur Seal Rookeries NHL
with a survey comparable to the one in 1961. In 1986, the NHL nomination process began anew. The
updated National Register of Historic Places—Nomination Form (nomination) deemed the landmark
designation “Fur Seal Rookeries” too narrow to reflect the rich history of the in fur-seal industry, the

http://www.achp.gov/docs/nhpa%202008-final.pdf (accessed August 2, 2011).
http://archnet.asu.edu/topical/crm/usdocs/36¢fr65.html (accessed August 2, 2011).
http://archnet.asu.edu/topical/crm/usdocs/36¢fr65.html (accessed August 2, 2011).

Letter from Donald R. Johnson, Regional Director, FWS, BCF to John A. Rutter, Mount Rainier National Park, Oct. 5,
1966; and Memorandum John A. Rutter to Regional Director, Western Region [Donald R. Johnson], Subject: Landmark
Presentation Ceremony for Fur Seal Rookeries, Alaska, Oct. 7, 1966 (NPS files, 240 W. 5th Ave. Anchorage, AK 99501).

10 In researching National Park Service files (240 W. 5th Ave., Anchorage, AK 99501), we did not find any documentation

supporting official recognition of the “Fur Seal Rookeries, Pribilof Islands” as a National Historic Landmark in 1964.

Several NPS memoranda written in 1964 did express interest in registering the Seal Islands with landmark status. The

following statement seems to explain the difficulty experienced in 1964: “Thanks to our personal contacts we have been

able to register all but one of the eligible sites in Alaska as National Landmarks this summer. The exception is the Fur Seal

Rookeries in the Pribilof Islands. Would you please contact Regional Director, [BCF] Harry Rietse [Rietze], at Juneau and

inquire informally what objections, if any, they have to registering this site?” (Charles Snell to Superintendent, Sitka and

Glacier Bay, Subject: National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings: Registration of Fur Seal Rookeries, Pribilof Islands,

Alaska, Aug. 19, 1964). Lacking other information, it appears NPS had intentions to register the Fur Seal Rookeries as an

NHL in 1964, but the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries failed to accept the nomination until 1966, so regardless of late ac-

ceptance, NPS apparently applied the 1964 date on the plaque. We have not seen a copy of the “certificate” accompanying

the plaque.
11 Telephone conversation with between John Lindsay and Janet Clemons, NPS Historian, Alaska Support Office, Anchorage,

AK, 2008.

12 On Oct. 3, 1970, the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries residing in the U.S. Dep. Inter., FWS, became the National Marine
Fisheries Service within the U.S. Dep. Commer.. The administration of the Pribilof Islands continued with NMEFS.

O 0 N O
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seals, and the people. The 1986 NHL nomination proposed: “The Seal Islands (Fur Seal Rookeries NHL),
Pribilof Islands”*® using the following argument.

Seal Islands is the one name that has been consistently used from the days before discovery when tales were
told about mythical fog shrouded islands in the Bering Sea, through the American period on both official docu-
ments and by such spokesmen as Henry Elliott, to an Academy Award winning Disney film in the 1950s. The
present designation of Fur Seal Rookeries is too narrow to reflect the rich history of the industry, the seals, and
the people. Seal Islands is the most historically consistent and the name which best reflects the character of the
National Historic Landmark.**

The proposed title was accepted in 1988, and it was designated a National Historic Landmark
District (NHLD). The historic landmark is variously referred to by the NPS as: The Seal Islands (Fur Seal
Rookeries NHL), Pribilof Islands; Seal Islands National Historic Landmark District; and Seal Islands
Historic District. The nomination expanded the list of landmarks on the islands, to include 106 contrib-
uting buildings, two contributing structures, twelve historic sites (rookeries), and nine archaeological
sites already listed in the Alaska Heritage Resources Survey (AHRS)."* The period of significance was
1786-1959, covering a time when there was a “consistent pattern of development, administrations, and
concerns in the industry from [Russian] discovery to Alaska statehood”'® Over the next two decades,
many of the landmarks linked directly to the seal industry had been razed or altered leading some to
suggest the Seal Islands NHLD integrity has been significantly degraded and an updated nomination
would be appropriate.'”

In accordance with the terms of the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between NOAA and
the Alaska State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), NOAA’s Pribilof Project Office submitted up-
dated AHRS forms, and Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) forms to the SHPO and NPS,
respectively, in 2010. Through the MOA, NPS had requested that NOAA prepare a historical narrative
for potential application in an updated nomination of The Seal Islands NHLD comparable to require-
ments for Sections 7 (“Description”) and 8 (“Significance”) in the National Register of Historical Places
Inventory—Nomination Form." In the submission, NOAA recommended extending the period of sig-
nificance from 1959 to 1984 when commercial fur-sealing operations came to a close.”

As of 2011, the Seal Islands National Historic Landmark District includes three non-contiguous
units of land, two on St. Paul Island (Map 1) and one on St. George Island (Map 2), designated by the
Secretary of the Interior and administered by the National Park Service. The district includes locations
of archaeological resources, historic seal rookeries and killing grounds, settlement areas, seal indus-
try related structures on St. Paul and St. George, and a single commercial processing structure on St.
George. Many of the buildings nominated in 1986, have been razed or modified by the government and

13 Faulkner, “The Seal Islands”; and http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/nhl/russian-america/sec7.htm (ac-
cessed August 5, 2011).

14 Faulkner, “The Seal Islands,” 24; and http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/nhl/russian-america/sec7.htm
(accessed August 5, 2011).

15 http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/nhl/russian-america/sec7. htm (accessed August 5, 2011); http://www.
nationalregisterofhistoricplaces.com/AK/Aleutian+Islands/districts.html (accessed August 5, 2011).

16 Faulkner, “The Seal Islands,” 3, http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/nhl/russian-america/sec7.htm (ac-
cessed June 25, 2003). The website “The National Register of Historic Places” gives the period of significance as 1750—
1949, http://www.nationalregisterofhistoricplaces.com/AK/Aleutian+Islands/districts.html (accessed August 5, 2011).

17  http://www.nps.gov/akso/CR/AKRCultural/CulturalMain/2ndLevel/NHL/NHLSeallsland.htm (accessed July, 28, 2011).

18 An example of the National Register of Historic Places Inventory—Nomination Form can be found at http://www.dnr.
mo.gov/shpo/nps-nr/68000054.pdf (accessed August 3, 2011).

19 For additonal information regarding the 1984 cessation of commercial fur sealing see D.W. Veltre and M. J. Veltre, 1987.
“The Northern Fur Seal: A Subsistence and Commercial Resource for the Aleuts of the Aleutian and Pribilof Islands,
Alaska” Eutdes/Inuit/Studies 11(2): 51-72.

private sector entities; significant modifications to most of the seal industries laborer homes also have
negatively affected the NHLD historic integrity. Otter and Walrus islands, while not part of the Seal
Islands NHLD, are included at the end of the book because of their historical relevance to this isolated
archipelago.
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Seal Islands National Historic Landmark:
St. Paul Island

Webster Lake

Vesolia Mista

Bering Sea

3 Lukanin Hill
Legend

A  Archaeological Sites

National Historic Landmark Boundary

Map 1. Ikonos, photographer. 2001. Seal Islands National Historic Landmark District on St. Paul Island, Alaska, including Archaeological Sites and Fur-Seal
Rookeries. Satellite image; Sites & Boundary Shapefiles. NOAA, NOS, Pribilof Project Office, Seattle: Geographic Information System Database.
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Staraya Artil
Little East

Staraya Artil Rookery
North Rookery

East Cliffs
Rookery

South Rookery

A Archaeological Sites

Northern Fur Seal Rookeries Status

* Current
* Extinct

National Historic Landmark District

Map 2: Aero-Metric, Inc., photographer. 2006. Seal Islands National Historic Landmark District on St. George Island, Alaska, including Archaeological Sites and Fur-Seal Rookeries. NOAA, NOS, Pribilof Project Office, Seattle:
Geographic Information System Database, 2ft Aerial Photo, designations attributed June 2010.
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1m0 UNITED STATES |
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE:..OR R evis Gd{
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 9 % > /965
NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS )
1. STATE 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE “ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO.
Theme XXT (Alaska)

3. NAME(S) OF SITE 4. APPROX. ACREAGE

, Pribilof Tslands
5. EXACT LOCATION (Counfy, totwonship, roads, efc. If difficult to find, skelch on Supplementary Sheel)

D; sland, in Prib o TonD

8 1 0 £ ] 1
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner)

_LL..S._L‘mcemman:h_f.ﬂnmmwiﬂ Fisheries of U,S, Fish & Wildlife Semclr:ﬁ,_ll.ﬁ._neyﬂfln .
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are extont)

Location: St. Paul Island, the principal islend of the Pribilof group is located in
the Bering Sea, near latitude 57°10' and longitude 170°15' (item 6 above). During
July and August St. Paul can be reached by special tourist flights on a scheduled
airline operating from Anchorage. St. George Island, second largest island in
the pribilof p, and located 40 miles southeast of St. Paul, is normally inac-
cessible to visi’bors.

Significance: The Pribilof Islands are the greatest single source of furs in the
world, having produced some 6,000,000 seal skins valued at more than $75,000,000 be-
tween 1786 and 1909. At the seal rookeries on these islands can be seen, in living
form, the fur resource that lured to the ends of the world the Russian, British, French,
Spanish and American fur hunters. With wealth based on furs, the fur traders dominated
the destiny of Alaska from 1760 until 1897, when the great gold rushes of 1897-98 intro-
duced the economic interest powerful enough and a popubtion numerous enough to break
the hold of the fur companies.

The great seal herds of the Pribilof Islands are also of exceptional significance
&g an outstanding example of the application of the principles of conservation, as
embodied in the Convention of July 7, 1911 for the protection of the Fur Seals of
the North Pacific.

On June 12, 1786 Gerassim Pribilof, sailing for the Lebedef-Lastochkin Company,
discovered St. George Island. On June 29 of the followlng year he sighted an un-
known island to the northwest, which he named St. Paul. These islands, which con-
tained the great seal rookeries that soon became the heart of the Russian fur trade,
were uninhabited by man when first discovered, but the Russians soon thereafter
settled Aleuts on the islands for the purpose of hunting the seals.

_(cont'da)

Revisca 7/ fes

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Gice Dest sources; pive location of manuseripts and rare works)

Report of the Seal Islands of Alaska in Tenth Census (Washington, D.C., 188k4), Vol. VIII;
Henry W. Elliott, Our Arctic Province, Alasks and the Seal Islands (Wlew York, 1887);

C. M. Scammon, "Seal Islands of Alaska," Overland Monthly, V. (Oct., 1870), pp. 297-301;

Samuel P. Johnston, Alaska Commercial Company, 10060-1940 (San Francisco, 1940), 20, 31.
(cont'd, final page)

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NP8 study, HABS, ete.)

Mep references: U.8.G.S. - Pribilof Islands, Alaska, 1949 -~ 1:250,000 scale.
(357/,357&, a5 7%)

10. PHOTGGRAPHS * (3) 11, CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
ATTACHED:  vesfd wo[D Seal Rookery July 12, 1961

Good
14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature) “ / 15. TITLE 16. DATE
i 7. Gl W Woheite Jan. 22, 1962

*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 1014 SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND MAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)

V. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  LE—74016-1

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

iN REPLY REFER TO:

158-CHA APR 16 1962
Memorandum
To: Commissioner, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service

From:™ ' Divector, Netional Park Service

Subject: Proposed Recognltion of the Pribilof Islands
Fur Seal Rookeries, Alaska, in the Registry of
_ National Historic Landmarks

Under the provisions of the Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935
(49 Stat.666) the National Park Service is responsible for making
a survey of historic sites to determine which are of national
significance. These sites are evalusted irrespective of ownership.

We call your sttention to the study of Alaska History, a copy of
which is enclosed. Among the sites proposed for evaluation as posses-
sing exceptional value sre the Fur Seal Rockeries of the Pribilof
Islands (see study, pp. 168-1T1).

g |

The Advisory Board on National Parks, Historle Sites, Buildings,

and Momments will review the Alaskan study at its meeting April 30-
May 3. Since the Fur Seal Rookeries have been of considerable
importance in the history of Alaska's development, we anticipate
that the Board will probebly recommend favorsble evaluation, and
therefore, Registered National Historic Landmerk status.

Evaluation of the area as a Reglstered Netional Historic Landmark
gives recognition to its historical associatlions but does not

affect ite present jurisdiction, management, or other related matters.
Many sites under the custody of other federal egencies have been
evaluated in the course of these studies.

In addition to the Alaska History study, we are enclosing a copy of
our folder entitled "The Registry of National Historic Landmsrks"
which will give you further details of the program.

We are calling this matter to your attention in advance of the Boerd
meeting so that you may be advised of the considerstion the rookeriep . .—

are belng given.

(ﬁ'b aﬁvb@eaw- NWU;M-'Q TE'
,&?M { - @{}L’J Dirsctor ——

o
Enclosures 2

Figure 1. National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings, Fur Seal Rookeries (first page), Jan. 22,
1962. Courtesy National Park Service, Anchorage, Alaska.

Figure 2. Memorandum: Proposed Recognition of the Pribilof Islands Fur Seal Rookeries, Alaska, in the

Registry of National Historic Landmarks, April 16, 1962. Courtesy National Park Service, Anchorage, Alaska.
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Figure 3. Revised National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings (page 1 of 5, excluding figures) of the Fur
Seal Rookeries, July 2, 1965. Courtesy National Park Service, Anchorage, Alaska.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. W0 H' j s so1o-107
MAY 1062 EDITION
O8A GEN. REG. NO. 17

UNITED STATES ERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : Regional Director, Western Region DATE; March 1, 1966
National Park Service, San Francisco, Calif.

FROM ! Regional Director, Pacific Northwest Region
Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, Seattle, Wn.

SUBJECT: Recognition of the Fur Seal Rookeries, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, in the
Registry of National Historic Landmarks

We are pleased to be informed of the selection of the Fur Seal Rookeries
of St.Paul Island as a potential National Historic Landmark and hereby
apply for their recognition.

Attached are:
1. Signed application in duplicate.

2. NPS Form 10-317 with suggested changes in the interest of
accuracy.

We look forward to receiving a certificate and a bronze plaque to be

placed on St.Paul Island.

Atts. 1 J.Hutchinson

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

Figure 4a. Bureau of Commercial Fisheries acceptance of the Fur Seal Rookeries Pribilof Islands
designation as a National Historic Landmark, March 1, 1966. Courtesy National Park Service, Anchorage,
Alaska.
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United States Department of the Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service
Bureau of Commercial Fisheries
6116 Arcade Building
Seattle, Washington 98101

Mr. George B. Hartzog, Director March 1, 1966
National Park Service

Department of the Interior

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Hartzog:
Regional Director

As the (ophpt) /dneks) of eries located in
(Name of site)
ribilof Is i i
City) County State

(I,¥¢) hereby make formal application for a certificate ( x) and
bronze marker, 17" x 18", (x ) designating this historic property
as a Registered National Historic Landmark. (Check one or both as
desired).

1. Fully conscious of the high responsibility to the Nation
that goes with the ownership and care of a property classified as
having exceptional value and worthy of Registered National Historic
Landmark status (I,M§) agree to preserve, so far as practicable and
to the best of (my, pfy*) ability, the historical and integrity of this
importent part of the national cultural heritage.

2. Toward this end, (I,we) agree to continue to use the
property only for purposes. consistent with its historical character.

3. (I,#¢) also agree to permit an annual visit to the property
by a representative of the National Park Service, as a basis for
continuing landmark status.

4, 1If for any reason, the three conditions mentioned above
cannot continue to be met, it is agreed that the Registered National
Historic Landmark status shall cease and that until such status is
restored by the Secretary of the Imterior, neither the Registered
National Historic Lendmark Certificate northe Marker will be displayed.

Registry of National Historic Landmarks

Naticnal Park Service
United States Department of the Interior

State Alaska County

Name of Site Fur Seal Rookeries

Location St. Paul Island, in Pribilof Islands, Bering Sea

Owner Comm.Fisheries of U.S.Fish & Wildlife Service

Address U.8. Department of Interior, Washington, D. C.

XIX - Conservation of Natural Resources
XXI - Political and Military Affairs, 1865-1900
Themes Special Study: Alasks History

March 25-27, 1963
Date of Advisory Board Decision Epril 30-May 3, 1962

23/63
Date Eligibility Announced by Secretary of Interior 2/1‘13(62

Date Site Registered by Cwner Mﬁ\rt}\ ’; ) ‘f’é c"
; T

Certificate Yes No ,
Bronze Plague Yes_J}/ No ke Ppnick

3/3?/6 [

Date of Dedication of Landmark Sen Ted b ee 9-.7 1966 «f S tlls
/ g sA ~) Fa o~

Remarks: 7o /erc/&,v&% A VG/w-*tc» S(-H-{ 9 )ﬁub/’rcvf‘/aw
Merres also bm Véloa X1

h Followvie hetter Waclle b RE§tmnt DrivecToy, VS Tsha A
wi ldl.¢o §va*ﬂ=¢.) Rovoan 1\ CoMrevice® /"75»«/&..4_) &1/ 6
Aviale /.gwl"‘h-’s ) )31‘ q9 §SCceof /ﬁuc) Sﬁ&%)hﬂﬁn{x.#f“\_,

G )ol, on () 1y J46.

Figure 4b. Formal Application for the Fur Seal Rookeries, Registered National Historic
Landmark, Certificate and Bronze Marker. Courtesy National Park Service, Anchorage, Alaska.

Figure 4c. Acceptance of the application for the Fur Seal Rookeries as a Registered National
Historic Landmark in January 1966 with a dedication ceremony proposed for September 27,
1966, in Seattle. Courtesy National Park Service, Anchorage, Alaska.
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¥ Snell

Hummel

Western Reglon h, Three coples of the leaflet, the Registry of National Historic
450 Golden Cate Avenue, Box 3&063 Lendearks .
San Franci Californi 102
H 3415 R T I 5. A swmery of the history of the site.
June 30, 1966
Following the ceremony you should submit a brief report describing the
ceremony, listing important people present, estimating the attendance,
Alrmail end enclosing, if possible, any newspaper articles that may sppear.
Memorandum
To: Superintendent, Mount Rainier
Edward A. Hummel
From: Regional Director, Western Reglon
Enclosures
Subject: Registered Naetional Historic Landmark Presentation
Ceremony for Fur Seal Rookeries, Alaska qo?
Chief, Branch of History Studies
This is to inform you that you have been selected to represent the HASO

Tationel Park Service in presenting the certificate designating
the Fur SBeal Rookeries, Alaska, as a Registered National Historic
Iandmark at a ceremony to be held tentatively at the Bureau of CWsSnellshe
Commercial Fisheries Center at 2725 Montlake Boulevard, Bast,
Semttle, on Tuesday, July 19.

You should contact Mr. Glude immedistely to confirm the date and
find out what time of day the staff meeting is to be held. In the
event the ceremony is rescheduled, it is important to provide us
with this information as soon as possible so that we may advise the
Director. The Director's staff will then provide the Senmators and
Congressmen from Alaska with this date.

The following information and items are enclosed to assist you in
this task:

1. The plaque end certificate for this site have both been shipped

to Mr. Glude and are in his possession. The plaque has probebly been
locaded on the annual supply ship that visits the Fur Seal Roockeries

on the Pribilof Islands, In the cersmony, therefore, you will probably
only present the certificate for the site.

2. Enclosed are coples of Mr. John B. Glude's letter of June 27 to
Regional Director Hummel and our reply, dated June 30.

3. Also enclosed are one copy each of a suggested "long" and "short"
presentation speech thaet you can use as a model.

2
Figure 5a. Memorandum: Registered National Historic Landmark Presentation Ceremony for Figure 5b. Memorandum: Registered National Historic Landmark Presentation Ceremony for
Fur Seal Rookeries, Alaska (page 1 of 2). Courtesy: National Park Service, Anchorage, Alaska. Fur Seal Rookeries, Alaska (page 2 of 2). Courtesy National Park Service, Anchorage, Alaska.
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" FUR SEAL ROOKERITES

HAS BEEN DESIGNATED A
REGISTERED NATIONAL
HISTORIC LANDMARK

UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE
HISTORIC SITES ACT OF AUGUST 21, 1935
THIS SITE POSSESSES EXCEPTIONAL WATLIFE
IN COMMEMORATING AND ILLUSTRATING
THE HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES

LS. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICFE

Figure 6a. Photograph No. 95-ADMC-2771 (Photographer unknown),
1966; Close-up view of Fur-Seal Rookeries National Historic Landmark
monument. Records of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, RG
370; NARA—DPacific Alaska Region (A).

B 2 e ,
¥ 2R

Figure 6¢. Lidfors, photographer. 1985. Fur-Seal Rookeries National
Historic Landmark monument. From Faulkner, 1986. Courtesy National Park
Service, Anchorage, neg. file 01030001.

Figure 6b. Photograph No. 95-ADMC-2776 (Photographer unknown), 1966; Fur-Seal
Rookeries National Historic Landmark monument. Records of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), Record Group (RG) 370; National Archives and Records Administration—Pacific Alaska
Region (Anchorage): NARA—Pacific Alaska Region (A).

Figure 6d. Lindsay, John, photographer. 2008. Sometime prior to 2008, the monument
plaque was removed and its whereabouts remain unknown to island officials. Photograph.
NOAA, NOS, Pribilof Project Office, Seattle.

THE SEAL ISLANDS NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK DISTRICT
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The plaque reads:

. SEAL ISLANDS HISTORIC DISTRICT ON THE
ISLANDS OF ST. GEORGE AND ST. PAUL HAS BEEN
DESIGNATED A NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK

THE SEAL ISLANDS WERE SHAPED BY THE FUR-
SEAL INDUSTRY, ALEUT CULTURE, AND THE
INTERNATIONAL CONCERN FOR CONSERVATION
OF THE FUR-SEAL HERDS. THE BUILDINGS AND
ROOKERIES OF THE COMMUNITY OF ST. PAUL
WELL REPRESENT THIS RICH HERITAGE.

v _ 1964
i — . NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Figure 7. Photographer unknown. 2008. In 2008, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NOAA replaced the missing 1966 NHL plaque. PLAQUE COURTESY OF

From left: Linda Snow, City Manager; John Lindsay,
NOAA Environmental Restoration Manager; Jacob
Merculief, City Engineer; and Phyllis Swetzof, City
Clerk. Photograph (digital). NOAA, NOS, Pribilof Project Office,
Seattle.

U.S. Department of Commerce
National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration
(2008)
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HisTORICAL REVIEW OF CONSTRUCTION ON
THE SEAL ISLANDS

Broadly speaking, the history of structures and buildings on the Seal Islands, as in much of Alaska,
can be viewed through the influences of three cultural groups: Native, Russian, and American.' This
review addresses the history of construction on the islands during three general periods: The Russian
Period, the American Lease Period, and the Federal Period. A chronological summary of notable his-
torical and construction events particular to St. Paul Island are listed in Table 1.

The Russian Period, 1786-1867

More than 12,000 years ago, people from eastern Asia crossed the Bering Sea Land Bridge from
Asia to North America to eventually populate the coastal islands of Alaska.” More than 9,000 years
ago, those people began to occupy what are now known as the Aleutian Islands. As they migrated from
the Alaska Peninsula to Attu Island they developed three distinct language groups: an Eastern dialect,
prevalent from the Fox Islands eastward (Umnak Island is the most western of this group); a Central
dialect, prevalent from Atka in the Andreanof Islands to the Rat Islands; and a Western dialect, preva-
lent at Attu (Near and Commander islands).? The Western dialect became extinct after World War II.#
Those using the Eastern and Central dialects called themselves Unangan and Unangas, respectively.
Russian explorers called them “Americans” and the promyshlenniki [fur hunters] called them “Aleuts””

Unangan oral history recounts their awareness of the Seal Islands long before Russians located them
in 1786. Aleuts did not, however, establish settlements on the Seal Islands.

Prior to European contact, Aleuts constructed semi-subterranean structures best suited to with-
stand the abrasive wind and climate of the Aleutian Islands.® The Aleuts called these dwellings ulaX;
Russians called them barabaras, a term that is still used by archaeologists. Whalebones or driftwood
framed the barabaras, which were sunk into the ground three or four feet deep.’

Barabaras underwent structural changes after European contact. “The present Aleut dwellings or
yurtas bear little resemblance to the former ones,” wrote Ivan Veniaminov, who published descriptions
of the Aleut culture including their homes in 1840. “Their ancient dwellings [ulyagamaX] were never

1  Great variety in culture and types of dwellings existed among Alaska Natives. See the introduction in Alison K. Hoagland,
Buildings of Alaska (New York: Oxford University Press, 1993).

2 The date of human habitation in North America remains in dispute; it ranges from approximately 20,000 to 12,000 years
before present.

3 Laughlin, William S., Aleuts: Survivors of the Land Bridge: 108—09. (New York: Holt, Reinhart and Winston, 1980). The
occurrence of Attuan dialect in the Commander Islands came about when the Russians populated the Commanders with
Natives from Attu.

4 Knut Bergsland and Moses L. Dirks, ed. Aleut Tales and Narratives: 7 (Fairbanks: Alaska Native Language Center and
Univ. Alaska, 1990).

5  Waldemar Jochelson, History, Ethnology and Anthropology of the Aleut: 13 (Salt Lake City: Univ. Utah, 2002).

6  Douglas W. Veltre and Allen P. McCartney, “An Archaeological Survey of the Early Russian and Aleut Settlements on St.
Paul Island, Alaska,” report submitted to TDX Corp., St. Paul, Alaska, 1994: 6.

7  Douglas W. Veltre and Allen P. McCartney, “Russian Exploitation of Aleuts and Fur Seals: The Archaeology of Eighteenth-
and Early-Nineteenth-Century Settlements in the Pribilof Islands, Alaska,” Historical Archaeology 36 (3), 2002: 9; and
Catherine L. Pendleton, “Changes in Aleut House Construction in the Russian Period: Evidence from the Zapadni Site, St.
Paul Island, Alaska” MA thesis, Univ. Alaska, Anchorage, 2008: 64, gives depth of barabara penetration as 1 to 3 m into
the ground.

separate as now, for each individual family, but always communal, each housing from 10 to 40 families,
who were, for the most part, related”® Before Russian contact, Aleuts dug a deep pit and placed a row of
posts spaced evenly along the walls with two rows of posts that were twice as tall as the others, creating
an inner rectangle upon which round logs were set. Rafters, formed by other logs set close together, held
up skins, or dry grass, and then sod. People sat and slept on fine mats that covered the ground; curtains
separated personal spaces.’ To enter the barabaras, one entered through a hole in the roof and climbed
down notched logs to reach the interior. Size and floor plans varied from one island to the next.*

When promyshlenniki, the Russian equivalent of Rocky Mountain men, began settling on the
Aleutian Islands in the mid eighteenth century, doors were added, enabling people to enter through the
sides of the dwellings, no doubt accommodating Europeans, who likely found it difficult to maneuver up
and down ladders in their bulky boots. Stoves, metal chimneys, windows, and plank flooring also came
into use during this time."

On the Seal Islands, barabaras began to dot the landscapes soon after discovery by Gavriil Pribylov
and then spurred the arrival of promyshlenniki. Russians transported Aleuts from Atka and Unalaska
to work the seal harvest during the summer, establishing permanent settlements in the early nineteenth
century. The late Russian-American historian Lydia Black wrote, “In 1790...Daniil Ivanovich Shirokii
took fifty men and thirty women from Unalaska to St Paul Island...to strengthen the Aleut contin-
gent from Atka under Popov’*? Soon after the Russian-American Company (RAC) took control of the
territory in 1799, the company manager, Aleksandr Andreevich Baranov, began relocating Aleuts to
improve fur hunting prospects and apparently to establish more permanent settlements. Natural his-
torian Georg Heinrich von Langsdorff wrote about his brief exploration of St. Paul Island during mid
July (Gregorian calendar) 1805 while accompanying Russian-Imperial Envoy Nikolai Petrovich Rezanov
(Resanoff). After first landing at Northeast Point, “a little distance from the shore” were found sev-
eral, unoccupied semi-subterranean homes (barabaras) constructed of sod and “supported by whale
bones”** The next day, the landing party made its way to the permanent settlement located “on the
southwestern side of the island” Here they found “fifteen Russians and a few Aleuts” living in well-

8 loann Veniaminov, Notes on the Islands of the Unalashka District, Lydia T. Black and R. H. Geoghegan, transl., Richard A.
Pierce, ed.: 261-62 (Fairbanks: Elmer E. Rasmuson Library Translation Program, Univ. Alaska Fairbanks; Kingston, ON:
Limestone Press, 1984). Veniaminov was referring to the district in general, not only the Pribilof Islands.

9  Veniaminov, Notes on the Islands, 261-62; Margaret Lantis, “Aleut,” in William C. Sturtevant, ed., Handbook of the North
American Indians: 166—67 (Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1984).

10 Lydia T. Black and R. G. Liapunova, “Aleut: Islanders of the North Pacific,” in William W. Fizthugh, et al., Crossroad of
Continents: Cultures of Siberia and Alaska: 53 (Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1988).

11 Pendleton, “Changes in Aleut House Construction,” esp. chapters 4 and 5; and Margaret Lantis, “Aleut,” in Sturtevant,
Handbook of the North American Indians: 166—67.

12 Lydia T. Black, Russians in Alaska, 1732—1867: 132 (Fairbanks: Univ. of Alaska Press, 2004).

13 The Russian-American Company was formed as a business monopoly fashioned after the Hudson’s Bay Company and the
British East Indian Company. Nikolai Petrovich Rezanov negotiated the arrangement with Czar Paul I, son of Catherine
the Great who died in 1796. The RAC merged the Shilikov business interests with several other Russian firms, excluding
the well-known Lebedev-Lastochkin; see Haycox, Alaska an American Colony, 85-87.

14 George H. von Langsdorff, Remarks and Observations on a Voyage around the World from 1803—-1807, vol. 2, Victoria Joan
Moessner, transl., Richard A. Pierce, ed.: 4 (Kingston, ON: The Limestone Press, 1993).
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Table 1. St. Paul Island, Alaska, Chronology of Historical Events and Construction Activities (not all
inclusive), 1787-1984. Note: over the years, many buildings and structures were identified by multiple
names and not all names may be recognized in this chronology.

Date Event
1787 |« St. Paul Island discovered and settled by Russian explorers

1799 |« Russian-American Company awarded 20-year charter

1821 |+ Gavanskoe (St. Paul Village), likely established earlier: Chapel of St. Peter and St. Paul built of
driftwood (razed in 1840); manager’s house, warehouse, 13 barabaras, and several other buildings.

1840 |« Chapel of St. Peter and St. Paul replaced with larger chapel

1867 |« United States purchases Alaska Territory

+ Russian American Company leaves three dwellings, one storehouse, and one warehouse for salting
and storing sealskins; 40 barabaras as Native dwellings

1868 |« Uncontrolled fur-seal hunting by Americans, who erect several structures

1869 |+ March: U.S. Congress designates Pribilof Islands a Special Reservation
+ U.S. Army controls seal harvest
« Four salthouses present

1870 |+ U.S. Department of the Treasury administers the Pribilof Islands
« Alaska Commercial Company awarded 20-year lease

1872 | « Government House begun

«+ Store house

» Point Warehouse (razed and rebuilt in 1924)

+ New magazine (warehouse) framed (also used as Dance Hall)

+ August: Meteorological Station established by Army Signal Corp
+ Four Aleut Laborer Houses frames

«+ Cistern at Cook House

+ Henry Wood Elliott begins mapping seal rookeries

+ Norton House later Webster House on Elliott Map

1873 |+ Salthouse at Northeast Point completed by ACC
« Stable

1875 |« Twelve Aleut Laborer Houses built, with six more in progress
« Total of seventy houses present in village with well-graded streets
« Church of the Holy Apostles Saints Peter and Paul started

1876 |+ One-story 10' x 20" wooden houses for Aleut Laborers erected by ACC
1879 |« Salthouse built by ACC (razed in 1922)
1880 |« Telephone line installed to Northeast Point

1886 |« U.S. Treasury Agent Abial P. Loud’s map of the village identifies:
» 63 Native Houses

+ School House

» Government House

+ Parsonage [Priest’s House]

+ Church

+ Doctor’s Residence & Dispensary

+ ACC Dwelling House [Company House]

« Native well

+ Old barn

« Stable

« Billiard parlor formerly the Fratis residence
+ Native coal house

1886

cont.

Shop

ACC store house
Store house

Store

ACC village salthouse
Point Warehouse
Cove salthouse

1890

North American Commercial Company awarded 20-year lease
Schedule of Property received from Alaska Commercial Company included:
+ One large dwelling house
+ One store building (retail)
+ Two village store buildings
+ One barn and stable
+ One old warehouse (fish house)
+ One village salthouse
+ One cove salthouse
+ One large new warehouse
+ One Point warehouse and wharf
+ One physician home and dispensary
» One schoolhouse and furniture (senior schoolhouse belltower razed 1939)
« Sixty-three Native Houses
+ One Northeast Point salthouse
+ One Northeast Point Webster House
«+ One salthouse at Half-Way Point (Polovina)
» One ice house
+ One chicken house

1891

Smokehouse for smoking seal meat created from old boat and barabara (razed in 1911)

1894

Water closets [outhouses] built

1895

Coal house

1896

Pharmacy

1897

Library

1899

Government house renovated (razed in 1931 and rebuilt)
Fence built across creek

Band house

“earth house”

1900

Wagon road

Native Library opened [Natives exchanged a coal house for a Native residence for the purpose of
creating a Band House & library]

500-picket cemetery fence erected on inland slope of Black Bluff

New water closet at government house dug

Fox breeding operations initiated by North American Commercial Company (NACC)

1901

Jail established in house vacated by Simeon Nozekof
Cemetery fence finished

New outhouse at Government House

First baseball game played on field

1903

U.S. Dept. of Commerce and Labor, Alaska Fur-Seal Service assumes administration of the Seal
Islands from the Dept. of the Treasury

1905

New Church of the Holy Apostles Saints Peter and Paul designed and construction begins

1906

New church construction completed

18 HISTORICAL REVIEW OF CONSTRUCTION ON THE SEAL ISLANDS




1907

July 31: Native carpenter shop built by Natives from lumber of old church (razed in 1931)

Aug. 14: The Church of the Holy Apostles Saints Peter and Paul consecrated by Bishop Innocent
(Pustynsky) and old church razed

Attic of Native shop used as armory for heavy guns

Sept. 4-20: Installation of a telephone line from cove salthouse to Zapadni watchhouse
Callidore (outside shed or hall) added to Native shop

Four wooden, water casks buried near Native shop for fire protection

Small building 7' x 10" x 20" moved to Native shop for use as blacksmith shop

1909

Gun house built (also called “Arsenal”)

1910

Administration and management of the Seal Islands and seal harvest assumed by U.S. government,
Dep. of Commerce & Labor

Cold storage cellar 7' x 10" x 20' created under Native shop
Signal Station 4' x 5' built on Village Hill
Potato house

1911

Old Native house moved and connected to shop for stage

Baseball diamond laid behind Native shop

Wharf at East Landing concreted

Bridge begun at Halfway Point (Polovina)

U.S. Navy Radio Wireless Station house and two towers built in old sheep corral
Beef house

Bowling Alley started

New laundry and meat house lean-to addition to company house in use
Old laundry now cook’s store room

Reindeer introduced

North Pacific Fur-Seal Treaty ratified

1912

Flour house

Addition to government house

Cooper shop

Water line

Water tanks and tank house on Village Hill (Old Tank House razed 1939)
300' x 500" new sheep corral at Tolstoi

Cold Storage barn near Landing

Ajax chemical fire engine

Native Shop addition 18' long, overall length 58' 22"

Rubbish stands with barrels fitted to Native Houses

1913

Old Store shingled and used as Warehouse

Water system installed

Navy Radio Station completed

Concrete wharf built at Village Landing

Powder House, 20" x 30, near Point Warehouse moved from its base in flood
Sod insulation placed around tank house

Sod Zapadni watchhouse renovated with shingle roof and wooden sides

1914

Hydrant house moved from near senior school to near government house

800’ of 2" galvanized iron-pipe laid down the hill to hydrant house

Gun house moved and converted to junior school

Small salthouse moved 200 yards to stand across street from dispensary for use as hospital

1916 Jan. 31-Feb. 14: Rocky Point salthouse razed.
April: new floor in Flour House
May-June: new arsenal or artillery house constructed north of hospital to store 1-Hotchkiss and
appurtenances
Electric Light Plant provides electricity to most government buildings and Native homes
June: Tramway from Point Warehouse passing coal bunker to radio station with spur to salthouse,
old store and magazine.
1917 One “knock-down” Aleut laborer house constructed
St. Paul Village surveyed
Old wooden house 33 razed
1918 Three “knock-down” Aleut laborer houses constructed [Cottages A, B, C]
Salthouse begun
Chicken House behind Government House
Government House remodeled
By-Products Plant (razed in 1988)
Former Cold Storage building used as Machine Shop
Former Fish & Wildlife Service Office used as Laboratory
1919 Four tractors delivered by Department of War
E-Shop [power house] constructed by navy at Radio Station
Duplex 106/107 constructed for Naval Radio Station personnel
Coal House (later Shingle Shed) constructed at Naval Radio Station
1920 New Salthouse
Garage to house tractors
One concrete Aleut Laborer House
Two frame-houses
Catwalks and tripods constructed at rookeries for seal counts and observation
1921 New Salthouse site staked out (June 5) and constructed at Northeast Point
Wash and Blubbering House construction begins
50" extension added to the 1920 Salthouse
32'x 100" tank house erected on Village Hill
500' of 4" wooden pipeline laid
Temporary wharf installed at East Landing
Bowling alley altered for use as a kitchen and mess hall for Unalaska temporary laborers
Wooden tracks laid for automobiles and trucks on roadway to Northeast Point
House 34 razed (May 25)
House 48 converted for use as laboratory
Native Club in use by dentist as residence and clinic
Powder House for explosives built near East Landing
Observation tripod constructed at Reef Rookery
1922 Second village Salthouse begun; old village Salthouse razed

Sealskin Wash and Blubbering House extensions of 50' completed bringing it to 42' x 120’
Work begun to enlarge Company House for use as mess house and living quarters

New boatway begun at Warehouse at Village Landing

20 privies built for Native use

Office moved from Company House to former Officer’s Club and Mess

1915

Native club (two houses together shown on Hunter map)

Chicken house, 9' x 24/, added to old barn

Rubbish pits 6' x 6' x 6" with boxed tops and hinged lids dug at Native Houses
Cove salthouse razed
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1923 |+ 14'x42' Pump House built by Wash House 1930 Two 3-room concrete houses for Natives
+ Moved Junior School northeast and parallel to Senior School A 43'x 74’ extension added to Wash House
« Construction begins on three concrete employee houses (dwellings 1, 2, and 3) [Teacher Houses A 14' extension was added to the Electric Power Plant and Cold Storage building
101, 102, 103]on former site of Junior School Foundation for a second Wash House laid
+ Company House enlarged New Schoolhouse completed
« 3-seat toilet for Fouke employees, 6' x 9, built behind senior school New dock, 50" x 140, at East Landing begun
« Native Shop made available for moving pictures 28' x 40" hospital completed
+ 1,600" of wooden pipe laid from village to Icehouse Lake 1931 Overhead carrying system installed in Wash House
+ Greenhouse Electric Power Plant and Cold Storage building 32' x 74' construction completed
1924 | « Concrete dwellings 2 and 3 completed Pipeline laid from Wash House offshore for salt water
+ New 2-story 48' x 100' Point Warehouse erected on same site as former Point Warehouse New Pump House on shoreline near Old Machine Shop
+ Began wiring village for electricity (Aug. 4) Footings laid for new Wash House
« Construction begins on new Physicians House/Dispensary (28' x 48") New Garage (Equipment or Municipal Garage); razed in 2007
« Sheep House used as storage for salted meat Fouke Bunkhouse
+ Fox trapper houses built at Halfway Point [Polovina] and Zapadni House 105 constructed by U.S. Navy
+ 4,427 additional feet of wooden pipe laid from village to Icehouse Lake Plank road -1 2/3 miles long constructed over dunes by Big Lake
1925 |« Concrete dwelling 1 completed (Jan. 21) Paint Shop, razed in 1987
« Twelve concrete Aleut laborer homes begun Forty-eight small Native meat and storage houses for wood, coal, salt, meat, laundry work, etc., one
+ Began wiring Native houses for electricity (Aug. 10) for each native house
« Laid foundation for livestock Barn Tramway rails do not appear on maps
« Pump House at Icehouse Lake Boatway constructed with rails
« Platform for three 1,000-gallon kerosene tanks built near Store 1932 36' x 50" extension to Salthouse completed
+ Moved Oil House from between Government Shop & Store to new platform 46' x 100" Wash House completed
« Physician's house and dispensary constructed 32' x 54' bunkhouse for sealing assistants completed
1926 |+ Ten of twelve new concrete homes in use 33'x 70' Community Hall finished (destroyed by fire in 1946)
. Eight additional homes built 34' x 56' Government House completed
« New building at SW Point for foxing operations East Landing dock 50" x 225' completed, boatways alongside begun
« New Livestock Barn completed Windmill erected at Icehouse Lake for pumping water
+ Windmill erected at Icehouse Lake for pumping water 1933 Completed 80' x 100" dock at West Landing
o Jail Laid foundations for three Native houses
«+ Laundry at Company House 1934 Three Native Laborer Houses
« Frigidaire building behind Company House begun Extension to Salthouse
« Ships’ chandlery room added to Point Warehouse Platform for gas storage tank
» Removed callidore from north end of Company House Watchhouse at Marunich
1927 |« Construction begins on fourteen 4-room concrete Aleut Laborer Houses Coal House enlarged
1928 |+ New Jail Bunkhouse at Northeast Point rebuilt for white employee
+ New Store Webster House rebuilt on same site
« Two concrete Aleut Houses Hospital constructed
+ House numbering system instituted 1935 Overhaul of By-Products Plant
+ Watch Houses at Zapadni and Halfway Point Ice House at Icehouse Lake
+ 21 old, Pre-WW1 wooden houses razed 1936 Saltwater intake system at West Landing for fur seal Wash House
+ Aleutian Bunkhouse constructed 1937 Naval Radio Station transferred to Bureau of Fisheries
1929 |+ New Bunk House [Aleut Bunkhouse] at Northeast Point New Machine Sh()p adjacent to Garage begun (Completed 1939)
» Native housing, one 4-room, one 3-room house
o 26' x 40' Hospital started
» School construction started
» Coal House
o Jail, 14' x 20' concrete foundation and wood frame
o Small frame building to house electric refrigeration engine and compressor used for employees’ mess
o Four-room Priest House built by Natives
+ Small building, 8' x 9', for housing the Weather Bureau instruments
« Electric Power Plant and Cold Storage building 32' x 60' construction started
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1938

Fence at Radio Station replaced

Children’s playground constructed in front of School

Baseball diamond laid out

Moved Boat Shop (old School House) to temporary location
Sanitary Milk Room built into Barn

Hot water line laid from Hospital to Milk Room and Milking Room
Cemetery Road improved

Greenhouse for Priest House

Panel fences built between Company House and Cottage 4, around 3 government cottages, and
children’s playground to keep the cows out

Two Horseshoe courts placed in front of Fouke Bunkhouse

1950

Aleut Laborer Houses (52 and 53)

One government employee house (Quarters 13, currently 113)
Saltwater intake system installed in Seal Plant

Work to improve airstrip for commercial service begun

Pacific Hut moved from Stony Point Lake into village as Storage Garage for cranes, shovels, and
road gear

1939

Construction begun on four new frame homes

Pump House begun for lifting gasoline from sump to hillside storage tanks

Three Aleut Laborer Houses built in 1918 moved forward onto concrete foundations
Nine outdoor laundry houses built for Native dwellings

1951

Aleut Laborer Houses, one 4-room and the other 6-room (54 and 55), House 55 razed and new
2-story house built on the lot in 2003

Greenhouse for staff employees (razed in ca. 1967)
12-room addition to Company House

Airport completed

Recreation/Community Hall open for use

Parts room added to Machine Shop

1940

New Office under construction on site of Old Office, 24' x 36" with 2 walk-in fireproof vaults
Three new Aleut Laborer Houses

Construction of outdoor laundry houses for Native dwellings continues

Oil storage foundations of concrete, above and between Machine Shop 30 1,000 gallon tanks

1941

New Fisheries Office completed

Outdoor laundry houses for Native dwellings continues
Concrete oil storage foundations complete

Biologists’ Laboratory (Old Office) in use in new site

1942

September— 1400 army troops occupy St. Paul Island
December fighter plane airstrip completed

1952

Aleut Laborer Houses (56 and 57)

Greenhouse by old barn site blows down in winter storm

New sewer system in village

New water system installation

Automotive Equipment Garage (Halibut Plant) 44" x 100" begun
Radio Station Duplex (108/109) and Operator’s House (105) complete
Two structural steel radio towers removed

Airfield complete; runway 3,750' long and 150" wide

High School added a fifth classroom in the attic

Replaced diesel oil storage tanks and by-products oil storage tanks
Greenhouse near Radio Station Quarters constructed

1943

LORAN Station built at Southwest Point by U.S. Coast Guard and Seabees

Radio station installed on top of Village Hill for U.S. Army Air Forces use

Radio station on top of Telegraph Hill for U.S. Army Air Forces use

Cottage 23 remodeled by the Army Weather Bureau into permanent weather station
One frame-house

August— army troops depart except a caretaker group of 10

1944

Paint Warehouse begun by the Army, finished by Bureau of Fisheries
Three Fox Houses 8' x 10' placed one each at Halfway Point, Zapadni, and NE Point
Aleut Laborer House

1953

Radio Operator’s House (105) moved in line with Radio Station Duplex (106/107)
Manager’s House (115) alongside Cottage 3

Automotive Equipment Garage (Halibut Plant)

Installation of new water mains and hydrants in village

Butler Building erected east of Aleutian Bunkhouse to house transient Alaskan laborers
Rock crushing station installed near West Landing (dismantled in 1969)

Paint House moved east of Wash House B, new store and warehouse will occupy site
Fox elimination program continued

1945

Two-car Garage constructed on Tract A, Block 11, Lot 8, across street from Government House
Electric Power Plant and Cold Storage building, construction of 20' extension began on south end

1946

Foundation laid for new Community/Recreation Hall
Foundations laid for one home Aleut Laborer and one federal employee house (112)
Frame House 50

1947

By-Products Plant extension
Electric Power Plant and Cold Storage building 20' extension completed
Installation of 7,000 of water pipe from Stony Point Lake to Icehouse Lake begun

1954

Radio Station Duplex (108/109) moved in line with Houses 105, 106/107, 112, and 113.
Aleut Laborer Houses (58 and 59)—the last constructed until 1961

Street lights installed throughout the Village

All residences connected to water and sewer

Masonry store/warehouse begun, 218" x 50'

Stony Point Pump House, two, 200,000-gallon concrete water reservoirs under construction
Company House addition complete: meat cutting room, chill room, sharp freeze, dry storage
Recreation Hall concrete retaining wall and film storage vault begun

Six-Car Garage

1948

Power lines and sewer mains replaced

Additions to dormitories for service personnel and Fouke employees started
Company House addition begun

Aleut Laborer House 51

1955

Store and Warehouse completed, includes Laundry, Post Office, Jail, Biologist’s Laboratory
Two freshwater wells drilled on Telegraph Hill with Pump House
Saltwater well drilled at West Landing

Modernizing Aleut homes with dormers, porches, bathrooms, rewiring (10 homes still lack
bathrooms)

Many shed and outhouses razed

1949

Another story added to Fouke Bunkhouse to accommodate 24 male boarders
One government employee house (Quarters 12, currently 112)
Addition made to schoolhouse

HISTORICAL REVIEW OF CONSTRUCTION ON THE SEAL ISLANDS

21



1956 |+ Third freshwater well completed on Telegraph Hill 1967 New Post Office constructed on site of Old Power House (Electric Power Plant and Cold Storage)
+ Second 5,000-gallon concrete brining tank constructed Alaska Dormitory extended
» Modernizing Aleut homes completed: all homes have bathrooms, new kitchen cabinets, washers, Native Service Station with underground tanks completed
refrigerators, gas stoves Strobe lights installed at airfield by Coast Guard
+ Cottage 4 remodeled to accommodate Doctor’s family 1968 New sewage treatment system begun, two 16,000-gallon septic tanks
+ Old Hardware building converted into Carpenter Shop Four pre-cut houses near the future school site in old village
» Canteen moved from Recreation Hall into the Old Store building Metal Warehouse completed
« Butler buildings erected east of Aleutian Bunkhouse as temporary housing Underground cable laid to By-Products Plant
+ Water cooler by Power House rebuilt Last coal burner in a government structure removed from Carpenter Shop, oil furnace installed
« Fence installed around Radio Station . .
. 1969 Eight new pre-cut houses on Ellerman Heights
» Old Jail razed
. Barn razed Stony Lake Pump House razed
. Cottage 24A razed 1970 New prefabricated house built on Weather Bureau site
1957 |« Airstrip extended 1000’ on the south, 300" on the north, and 200’ on each end widened 1971 June 29, City of St. Paul becomes fourth class Alaskan City
« Parking lot at airport enlarged The Aleut Corporation
+ Old Hardware Building converted to Carpenter Shop 1972 City of St. Paul becomes second class Alaskan City
« Old Carpenter Shop (constructed circa 1880), Jail, Post Office/Lab razed School construction began
1958 |+ Alaska Dormitory construction 1973 Recreation Hall remodeled to accommodate City of St. Paul Offices
1959 |« Airport parking apron 100' x 225" of 6" concrete with countersunk eyes for tying planes Tanadgusix Corporation (TDX)
« Several enclosed 4' x 8' porches added to Aleut Laborer Houses for use as laundry rooms St. Paul Elementary and Junior High School completed in September
+ New Power House construction started (decommissioned 1998) 1974 Government Staff Quarters
1960 |+ Alaska Dormitory in operation Combine Shop
« New Power House in operation (razed in 2007) Health Clinic created by connection to Physician Quarters and Hospital
+ Reindeer corral moved from LORAN Station area to Lake Hill (Sept. 15) 1975 National Marine Fisheries Service Laboratory
« House 51 cement poured for basement (Oct. 6) Receiving Warehouse 40' x 100' erected adjacent to West Landing dock
« U.S. Coast Guard LORAN station construction complete Annex to Powerhouse 40' x 60’ steel building to house 3 diesel generators
« Fire station razed 1977 NMES Laboratory and Administration building completed and occupied
1961 |« Five 80,000 gallon petroleum tank farm completed (dismantled in 1988) Alaska Dormitory converted to four apartments and 28 single bed rooms
« Aleutian Bunkhouse razed 1961 Cooperative Agreement to Establish the Pribilof Islands Joint Management Board
1962 |+ Observation Hut constructed at Lukanin Rookery 1978 Addition to school building: 4 classrooms, storage area and lavatories
» One antenna tower base at Radio Station removed Residence for School District Superintendent
1963 |« Ellerman Heights (New Village) development planned; overlooking lagoon entrance 1981 No new construction
« Four ranch-style houses (117-120) in old village 1982 Cascade Warehouse 80" x 192
1964 | « Five-Car Garage 1983 No new construction
+ Fouke Bunkhouse remodeled as office space Fur Seal Act Amendments of 1983; §1165- transferring formerly withheld federal property to island
« Four ranch-style houses (122—125) in old village entities under a Transfer of Property Agreement; Title I §1161 - continuing management of the
« Theater Building (razed in 2008) rookeries to ensure compliance with the Fur Seal Convention.
1965 | + Government Service Station for diesel and gasoline Bureau of Commercial Fisheries ceases administration and management of St. Paul Island and the
commercial fur-seal industry, excepting management of the fur-seal rookeries.
+ Water treatment plant . .
- — : TDX assumes responsibility for the commercial fur-seal fishery
1966 |« ngse fogndaﬂon laid in Ellerman P.Ie.lghts 1984 The United States Senate refused to ratify an extension to the 1957 Interim Convention on
+ Trial drilling for new well near Kaminista Conservation of North Pacific Fur Seals in 1984, and commercial fur-sealing came to an end.
: . ) . . ) g
« Former Plumbing Shop converted into Village Automotive Repair Shop
» “Turkey line” at By-Products plant extended 360'
+ By-Products Plant addition
+ New Tank Farm of 2 gasoline tanks
» New water and sewer lines
» On Village Hill, third concrete water tank constructed, old wooden water storage tanks razed
+ GARCO Warehouse along Salt Lagoon Channel
+ Assembly of God Church and Parsonage
+ Two ranch-style houses (126—127) in old village
+ Coal Storage building and former Power House burned down
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constructed barabaras.” Three or four of the Russians were married to Aleut women. Some of these
men had lived on the island for many years, and he quoted one of them saying — “Here we have every-
thing in abundance. We make our clothes from fox and fur seal [sic] pelts. The fur seals which we treat
like our herds are a plentiful source of food. We have no lack of all kinds of fruit, particularly berries,
and of edible plants. The sea birds and their eggs are our delicacies. Even though the island is devoid of
trees, this does not bother us much as you might think. Our earthen huts [barabaras] are quite warm.
Some driftwood, several ships of the Russian-American Company wrecked along the coast and oil-filled
bones are adequate fuel for heat and for cooking our food” ' Regardless, Rezanov ordered all the resi-
dents removed from the islands in 1806 in an attempt to reinvigorate a decimated fur-seal herd. In 1808
people returned to St. George, but they remained absent from St. Paul Island until 1810"” when the RAC
transferred 200 men, women, and children to the island from the eastern Aleutians.'®

Veniaminov wrote that 137 Aleuts, Creoles, and Russians had settled on St. Paul Island in two vil-
lages.”” Although the exact time he refers to is uncertain, it may have been 1827 when he made his first
visit to the Pribilofs.?

15 Ibid., 5-6. The early historical literature of St. Paul Island presents some consternation as to what early settlements, such
as the current village site and the Zapadni site were being referred to by visiting explorers. Langsdorff stated “Russian
fur hunters ... had seen our ship from their settlement on the southwestern tip of the island” (5). An examination of any
current topographic map or chart of the island shows the current village of St. Paul on what could be described as the
southwestern tip. This interpretation is supported by Langsdorff’s statement, “...we went on land and found on the south-
western side of the island a spacious bay...” (5). This description suggests the explorers landed on the southeastern side of
the southwestern tip of St. Paul Island, and after crossing over the tip they observed a “bay”” In addition, Langsdorff stated
the village was “...about a verst from the shore” A verst is approx. 3,500 feet or 1.07 kilometers. At present time, both the
current village and the Zapadni site are considerably closer than a verst from the nearest shore. So, was Langsdorff refer-
ring to what is now called Zoltoi Bay or to Village Cove, which also could be considered a bay or English Bay? Pendleton,
“Changes in Aleut House Construction’; 133, reasons as to why Zapadni is the likely settlement referred to by Langsdorff.
She states, “There is no evidence of any other settlement on the southwestern side of the island” Conversely, one can
reason that any early historical evidence at the current St. Paul Village would likely have been destroyed or covered over
following one hundred forty years of redevelopment. Veniaminov, Notes on the Islands, 140, wrote there are “...two vil-
lages. The first and principal village is situated on the southwest end of the island, along the bay” Veniaminov’s description
of “bay” similarly is open to various interpretations. Veniaminov went on to state “the principal village, named Gavanskoe”
[Russian: harbor]. Does Veniaminov mean the village is both along a bay and a harbor not in contradiction to Langsdorff’s
description (cf. Pendleton, “Changes in Aleut House Construction’, 133—34)?

When Kiril T. Khlebnikov visited St. Paul Island in 1825, he mentioned a third settlement “on the west side, where all
the buildings are of planks covered with turf’, (Kiril Timofeevich Khlebnikov, Notes on Russian America: Parts II-V:
Kadi'iak, Unalashka, Atkha, the Pribylovs, compiled with an Introduction and Commentaries by R. G. Liapunova and S.
G. Fedorova, Marina Ramsay, transl., Richard Pierce, ed., Kingston, ON: The Limestone Press, 1994, 289), which would
seem a more appropriate descriptor for the Zapadni settlement. Remarkably, Veniaminov who visited the island two years
later did not mention this third settlement. However, nearly 160 years later, naturalist Henry W. Elliott wrote, “...when
the pressure of competition became great, another village was located at Polavina [sic], and still another at Zapadnie [sic],
until ...these rival settlements ... eliminated the seals in 1796 Then sometime after the RAC took control of the islands
in 1799, the St. Paul Natives “...were all drawn together for economy and warmth, into a single settlement at Polavina”
Subsequently, Elliott offered, “Along toward the beginning or end of 1825...the Polavina settlement was removed to the
present village site...”” (Henry W. Elliott, Our Arctic Province, Alaska and The Seal Islands, NY, Charles Scribner’s Sons,
1886, 231). We submit that the correct answer is still in question.

16 Langsdorff, Remarks and Observations, vol. 2, 9. In his next paragraph Langsdorff stated, “After hearing this, one would
assume that those fifteen men...lived in the greatest of harmony and friendship. Alas, we unfortunately saw nothing but
discord and enmity among them.

17 G Dallas Hanna, The Alaska Fur-Seal Islands, John A. Lindsay, ed.: 9 (U.S. Dep. Commer., NOAA Tech. Memo. NOS ORR
16).

18 Black, Russians in Alaska, 132.

19 Ibid., 140. People of mixed Aleut and Russian descent were recognized as Creoles by the Russian government. Also it is
noteworthy that Veniaminov did not mention a third village (Zapadni) just two years after Khlebnikov’s visit to St. Paul.

20 Richard A. Pierce, Russian America: A Biographical Dictionary: 522 (Kingston, ON, and Fairbanks: Limestone Press,
1990).

The first and principal village is situated at the southwest end of the island, along the bay;
the other at the southeast end. In the principal village, named Gavanskoe [Russian: harbor],
there are the following buildings: 1) a wooden chapel, dedicated to the Apostles Peter and
Paul, built in 1821 and decorated within with a very fine iconastas and icons (by contribu-
tion of the local Aleuts), 2) a house for the manager, and 3) a store [lavka], or warehouse
[magazin (sic)], for merchandise. Both of these buildings, also of wood, are very well and
conventionally appointed. Besides these, there are: a kazarma, built in the customary style
of Aleut yurta[s], and several similar buildings belonging to the company, and 13 baraboras
[sic] belonging to the Aleuts. A small windmill has lately been built.*

“In the second village,” according to Veniaminov, “called Stoshnoe, that is, ‘eastern, there are far fewer
buildings. There are only two private baraboras. [sic]”? Presumably, this small village existed on the
eastern part of the island near Polovina Hill.

K. T. Khlebnikov, who served as manager for the Russian-American Company (RAC) at Nov-
Arkhangel’sk (Sitka) from 1818 to 1832, offers additional insight into the influence of the Russians on
the Pribilofs. Khlebnikov arrived at St. George Island on July 9, 1825, and St. Paul Island on July 10.
Khlebnikov’s notes provide descriptions of habitation on both islands:

A. Buildings

When occupation by the company [RAC] became permanent and the Aleuts were paid with
essential goods on the spot, it became necessary to arrange for as decent living accommo-
dation as possible. Driftwood was collected on the shore, but, as it was not always plentiful
and little suitable for building, a number of times wood was brought from Sitkha, and with
its assistance settlements were established.

1. On Pavel Island

On the south end [current village site] lies an establishment consisting of a chapel and
two houses built of logs. A barracks for the Russians and one for the Aleuts, storage
warehouses, sheds and other buildings are of planks covered with turf on the outside
with skylights on top. They are very comfortable and are always kept as clean as possible.

The second settlement is on the east cape [Polovina] and a third is on the west side
[Zapadni], where all the buildings are of planks covered with turf. The dispersal of these
settlements in different locations on the island is adapted to advantages in hunting fur
seal, for from the place where they lie they are driven almost as far as the settlement, as
will be described further on.

2.  On Georgii Island

The settlement is on the north side of the island. It has been mentioned earlier that it
is craggy all around, and because of this little driftwood is cast up, and it is impossible
to collect enough to build with. All the huts, both the house of the leader and the bar-
racks for the Russians and the Aleuts, storage warehouses and other shelters are made
of planks covered with earth.?*

As these various descriptions indicate, Aleuts experienced tremendous social and cultural changes
during the Russian period on the Pribilofs and the Aleutian Islands. Contact with promyshlenniki deci-
mated the population through murder and disease. Promyshlenniki also relocated Aleuts from scattered
and remote areas to centralized locations and to previously unoccupied islands such as the Pribilofs,
which broke up families and severed extended kinship ties.* Russian administrators did not, however,
attempt to eradicate the Aleut language. In fact, an early Russian missionary, Father Ivan Veniaminov,
collaborated with Ivan Pan’kov, a toion (chief) of Tigalda, one of the Fox Islands, to sustain their lan-

21 Veniaminov, Notes on the Islands, 140.

22 Ibid.

23 Khlebnikov, Notes on Russian America: Parts II-V, xiv, xviii.
24 Ibid., 289.

25 Pendleton, “Changes in Aleut House,” 46—47.
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guage by creating a written Aleut language in the 1820’s.% This effort facilitated the conversion of the
Aleuts to the Russian Orthodox religion.

Architecturally, Russian influence remains most visible in the construction of Russian Orthodox
churches that stand at the center of communities throughout Alaska.” The first chapel on St. George
Island was constructed from driftwood in 1833 and dedicated to the Great Martyr Saint George. St.
Paul Island’s first chapel (1821) also was made of driftwood. The Russian Orthodox churches on St.
George and St. Paul islands continue to serve the islands’ communities, and the architecture and loca-
tion of the churches exemplify the central role of the Russian Orthodox religion in the communities.

The American Lease Period, 1870-1910

American architectural influence on the Pribilof Islands manifested itself most dramatically in doing
away with the use of barabaras, building above-ground housing, and laying out the houses in a grid pat-
tern. Although it would take a few years for the construction of frame houses to begin, such changes not
only altered the landscape, but also further transformed Aleut material culture. Pribilof Aleuts moved
above ground and experienced more complete distinctions between different interior spaces and their
uses than ever before.

In 1869, approximately two years after the U.S. acquired the Seal Islands, along with the rest of
Russian America, Captain Charles Bryant reported what he observed on the Seal Islands:

The late Russian company’s buildings are situated on the peninsula of St. Paul Island, and
comprise three dwelling houses, one storehouse for goods, and one large warehouse for
salting and storing skins. They are all built of wood, and were much out of repair when the
transfer took place. The parties occupying them at the present time have since repaired
them at an expense nearly equal to their original cost. Parties doing business on the islands
last summer, erected several new buildings on the islands.

The village of the natives, grouped about the company’s buildings, comprises some forty huts
on St. Paul, and about half as many on St. George. They are built of turf and thatched with
grass. Each house has two or three apartments, in the inner one of which the family, often
comprising ten or fifteen persons, live in a space seldom exceeding the dimensions of fifteen
feet long by twelve feet wide, and six feet high. Some of the houses are neatly kept, but being
built partly under ground, all lack light and ventilation. There being no wood on the islands,
seal blubber is used as fuel, the smoke of which is very disagreeable. Considerable lumber
has been distributed among the natives during the past summer, but a large additional quan-
tity is needed to enable them to make their houses comfortable.?

In August 1870, the year the Alaska Commercial Company (ACC) started its lease of the islands,

Pribilof Aleuts continued to live in semi-subterranean “huts or sod-walled and dirt-roofed houses.?

U.S. Treasury Special Agent Charles Bryant observed only the chiefs lived “in wooden houses on their

26 Knut Bergsland, Aleut Dictionary: Unangam Tunudgusii (Fairbanks: Univ. Alaska, Alaska Native Language Center, 1994,
viii-xi) provides a historical account of the Aleut written language.

27 Hoagland, Buildings of Alaska, 43; see also Richard Dauenhauer, “The Spiritual Epiphany of Aleut”: 13-42 (Anchorage:
Center for Equality of Opportunity in Schooling, Alaska Native Foundation, 1978).

28 Charles Bryant, Special Agent of the Treasury Dep., first traveled to the Seal Island in the spring of 1869. “Reports of
Captain Charles Bryant, Fairhaven, Mass., November 30, 1869, in U.S. Congress. Senate. Letters of the Secretary of the
Treasury communicating.... 41st Cong., 2d sess. Ex. Doc. No. 32, published in U.S. Bureau of Fisheries, Alaskan Seal
Fisheries; Compilation of Documents and other Printed Matter relating thereto, vol. 11 (Washington, DC: GPO, 1929),
7-8; and Charles Bryant, “Annual Report for 1871, in U.S. Dep. Treasury, Special Agents Division, Seal and Salmon
Fisheries and General Resources of Alaska, vol. 1: 26 (Washington, DC: GPO, 1898).

29 Ibid.; and Henry W. Elliott, U.S. Congress. House. Report of Henry W. Elliott on the Condition of the Fur-Seal Fisheries of
Alaska, together with All Maps and Illustrations Accompanying Said Report, H. Doc. No. 175, 54th Cong., 1st sess.: 113
(Washington, DC: GPO, 1896).

own.”® He described the barabaras as containing three compartments: an outer compartment where
cooking took place; a middle compartment where one-half of the chamber served as workspace and
the other as an outhouse; and an inner living compartment approximately 10" x 12'3' Bryant painted
a grim picture of these buildings, explaining that “Here, crowded together, without ventilation” Aleut
laborers and their families spent “tedious winters... without means to struggle against privation or com-
fort) causing permanent physical damage and shortening their lives. Bryant urged that an application
to Congress be made to furnish materials for “small, wooden houses above ground” He assured the
Secretary of the Treasury that enough skilled Aleut carpenters lived on the islands to build frame hous-

es.3?

In the early 1870s, the ACC began building aboveground, frame houses. In 1874, the wife of a
government agent on St. George Island wrote in a letter home that the company was “putting up good
houses” for the Aleuts as fast as possible, “and intend in another year to take down all the turf houses
and give them all modern dwellings.”** Seventy cottages for Aleut laborers and their families had been
completed by 1875 (the ACC took responsibility for funding sixty-four houses). Government Special
Agent Charles Bryant enthusiastically recorded that Aleut housing was “built with special reference to
the wants of the people, and they are allowed to live in them free of rent. This gives each family a sepa-
rate residence with ample accommodation, so that where five years since the population were crowded
into mud huts, to living without cleanliness or ventilation, there now is a village of 70 houses with well-
graded streets, and the advantages derived by the people from their improved condition are already
apparent in the better health of the community”**

Henry W. Elliott, a naturalist who clandestinely worked on behalf of the ACC following his termi-
nation as assistant Treasury agent,* proclaimed that during the ACC’s twenty-year lease of the Seal
Islands (1870-1890), the company had transformed the villages of St. Paul and St. George from “place(s]
of the squalid, filthy habitations of the immediate past” to “neat, warm, and contented” villages.* Elliott’s
observations come from his two sojourns to the Pribilof Islands in 1872—73 and 1874. His praise of the
ACC and the push to “Americanize” Aleuts continued. By 1874, he boasted that each family “lives in a
snug frame dwelling. Every house is lined with tarred paper, painted, furnished with a stove, with out-
houses, etc., complete; streets are laid out, and the foundations of these habitations regularly platted
thereon”? Both islands had churches and schoolhouses with company-hired teachers to conduct eight
months of schooling annually. A skilled physician resided on each island, and Elliott pointed out that
the St. Paul pharmacy contained a “complete stock of drugs,” all provided by the ACC, free of charge.*

30 Bryant, “Annual Report for 1871, 26.

31 Ibid.

32 Ibid; see also Ivan Veniaminov, Notes on the Islands, 262—64.

33 Emma Jane Mclntyre, Life in the Pribilof Islands, July 1874, original at Bancroft Library, Berkeley, CA; copy at Alaska State
Library Archives, Juneau, Alaska, Manuscript File MS26.

34 Charles Bryant, “Annual Report for 1875, in U.S. Dep. Treasury, Special Agents Division, Seal and Salmon Fisheries and
General Resources of Alaska, vol. 1: 68 (Washington, DC: GPO, 1898).

35 During a congressional inquiry into historic operations of the fur-seal industry, the government became aware of Elliott’s
past collusion with the ACC. U.S. Congress, House, Appendix A to Hearings Before the Committee on Expenditures in the
Department of Commerce and Labor. House Resolution No. 73. To Investigate the Fur-Seal Industry of Alaska, 62d Cong.
1st sess.: 1154 (Washington, DC: GPO, 1911).

36 Elliott, Our Arctic Province, 232. Elliott repeated some of his Our Arctic Province, text in U.S. Congress, House, Report of
Henry W. Elliott, 423. [Note: this congressional document was published several times; the page numbers cited herein may
not correspond with those found in other editions.]

37 Ibid.

38 Ibid.
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Elliott also reported that there were 63 houses in St. Paul Village “with 20 or 24 such houses to as many
families on St. George and 18 other structures.”*

The ACC furthered acculturation efforts by forbidding the use of either the Aleut or Russian lan-
guage. To aid its Americanization efforts, the company commissioned a book to teach the English lan-
guage to Aleuts on the Pribilof Islands, in particular, and to Alaska Natives who spoke Russian (Figure
8). Crammed with lessons, the primer was intended to encourage Alaska Natives to adopt American
values.®” The primer’s tone is typical of the time period where whites often exhibited insensitivity and
condescension toward non-whites. During intermittent periods, the church on the Pribilofs maintained
its own school to promote the continued use of both the Aleut and Russian languages.

The landscape of the islands changed from one of barabaras that mainly blended into the coarse
tundra grasses, to vistas of aboveground structures. Henry Elliott boasted that in addition to admin-
istrative quarters and dwellings erected and “neatly painted” on the islands by the ACC, it had built
“large warehouses and salt sheds,” which when observed together, “constitute a picture fully equal to the

39 U.S. Congress, House, Report of Henry W. Elliott on the Condition, 422-23. Elliott’s account presented under the heading
“Character, Condition, and Number of Natives of the Pribilov Islands in 1872, 1874, and 1890,” but they are likely based
on observations he made in 1890 for the house counts he presents in Our Arctic Province, 232-33, were “eighty houses,’
as opposed to sixty-three, in St. Paul Village, and “eight other structures,” rather than eighteen structures, in St. George
Village.

40 Honcharenko Agapius, ed., The School and Family: Russo-American Primer. Specially Published for Use in Alaska by the
Alaska Commercial Company (San Francisco: Edward Bosqui & Co., 1871).

RUSS0-AMERICAN PRIMER.

Th—phskoe, nponsrocnrea kaxs A3.
Th—uarkoe, nponsHocnren Memay A3 u @,

YPOKH.
Cabaylomie ceMs ypoKOBS, Add yuUpamHeHid Bh
Amnriifickons asugb, wwbioTs HpaBeTBeHHSIH H rpa-
aauckifl camcan, Iocab OOBACHCHIA yYHTEIeME, HO
PYCCKH, CMHCAT 9THXH YPOKOBE, M TaKke BHIOBOPSH
AHraificknXs cI055,—yYeHHKS 00A3AHD 3aTBepAUTE
ma naMATE kamgoe AmEraifickoe ciopo, AA1 HaBHKS

cAyXa BE NpoHsSHomeHiH AHraiflckixs c10B5.

NMPUMBYAHIE.—locad sroro yuuTess sormens
TPenoAABATS yUeHHKAME BHTOBODS AHrAiHCKHXS cKAa-
AOBL M CAOBE, muma oHWA Ha Jockb: bat, cat, fat,
hat, pen, fen, hen, men, bet, get, let, met, bin,
din, sin, kin, top, hop, lop, map, but, cut, hut,
nut, new, -few, now, how, saw, paw, book, look,
face, neck, hair, curl, girl, head, hand, arm, desk,
cane, .

lponsmomenie Anriilicknxs cioss cn PYCCKHME
nepenoAoMs,

Ant (emrs) mypapel. Boy (Go) Maasynks.

Cat (wrs) xors. Duck (aokxs) yrka. Hat (nrB)

kymars.  ITish (emns) puba. George (amopwms)

Peoprifl. Hive (rafips) yaefl. Income (wmkoms)

: npuxoas. Jug (axyxrs) xypmums. Key (xi#l) xaioys,

i Lamb (1na5) ardemows. Man (Mans) wexombis.

Net (mors) chrs. Owl (anas) copa. Pear (neeps)

rpyma. - Quill (kswas) mepo. Rat (pars) umms,

Ship (mans) xopa6is. Trap (Tpans) aomyma,

Umbrella (an6pesa) somraxs. View (bbio) Bisas.

Wolf (Byass) soaws. Ox (okes) Boas. Yacht
(a1B) axta. Zero- (supo) myas,

FIRST LESSON.

The people of California and other States live
in fine houses, built of wood, brick, iron or marble.
The above cut represents a house such as the
majority of the people build. The Americans work
very hard to earn money and instead of spending
it in gambling and drunkenness, they build fine
houses in which they have good books, fine furni-
ture and every necessity of life. In these houses
they live very long, healthy and happy.

|
|
|

Figure 8. An excerpted page from Agapius Honcherenko, ed., The School and Family: Russo-American
Primer. Specially published for use in Alaska by the Alaska Commercial Company (San Francisco: Edward
Busqui and Co., 1871), 8.

average presentation of any one of our small eastern towns.”* The first Government House on St. Paul
Island was built in 1872. It was replaced with a new building in 1932, that is used today as the St. Paul
Island Museum and it also houses offices of Tanadgusix Corporation, the island’s Native corporation.

On St. George Island, the ACC built its headquarters in 1870, the same year that the Government
House was constructed on the island. In 1930, a new Company House on St. George Island replaced the
old one, because, as the agent put it, the 1870 Company House “was too old to make repairs worthwhile*

A second twenty-year lease of the Seal Islands went to the North American Commercial Company
(NACC) in 1890. When the ACC handed over a “Schedule of Property” on the Seal Islands, its inven-

tories listed:

On St. Paul Island:
1 Large Dwelling House
1 Retail Store Building
2 Village Store Buildings
1 Barn and Stable
1 Old Warehouse (Fish House)
1 Village Salt House
1 Cove Salt House
1 Large new shop and warehouse
1 Point warehouse and wharf
1 Physician’s Home and Dispensary
1 School House and furniture
63 Native Houses
1 Northeast Point salt house
1 Northeast Point native house
1 Northeast Point Webster House
1 Salt House at Half Way Point (Polovina)

On St. George Island:
31 Native Houses
1 Dwelling House
Furniture and house hold effects
Library
1 Cow
11 Jacks
1 Bull (work animal)
1 Store Building
1 Warehouse and Shop
1 Large Salt House

It appears that little construction took place during the NACC'’s lease due to lack of money stem-
ming from a paucity of fur seals to harvest and perhaps, because the company found itself embroiled
in controversy with the U.S. government throughout its leasing period. The NACC contended with the

8 Mules

1 Cow

4 Bidarrahs and boats

House-hold furniture and office outfit

1 Piano

Wagons, carts, tools, sea lion skins, sealing outfits, etc.
library

12 Rifles, new, 15,000 round-ammunition
300 Tons salt

1 Ice House (new)

2 Wells and houses built over them

1 Chicken house

2 Large cisterns

1 Lot of coal, 40 tons estimated

1 Telephone line and apparatus, 12 miles of wire

Wharf and landing improvements
3 Bidarrahs and boats

Sealing outfit

Tons salt [amount not specified]
Barn

Carpenter tools

Blacksmith tools and shop
Schoolhouse and furniture

Coal Storehouse

Salt House Zapadni

41 U.S. Congress, House, Report of Henry W. Elliott, 423.

42 Agent’s Annual Report, St. George Island, Mar. 31, 1931 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, Series: Pribilof

Island Logbooks compiled 1929-1963).
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international dispute over pelagic sealing, the decline of the fur-seal population, and charges of corrup-
tion on the island. In the early 1920’s, G Dallas Hanna, a naturalist, who began his long association with
the Pribilof Islands as teacher and caretaker on St. George Island in 1913, recalled that by the time the
government took over administration and management of the islands on May 1, 1910, “Almost no im-
provements had been made” since 1875. When the NACC'’s lease ended, the U.S. government acquired
the small frame houses where Aleuts resided, including “official dwellings, warehouses, salt houses,
boats, general stores, and equipment,” all of which Hanna described as dilapidated.*®

The Federal Period, 1910-1983

Construction patterns on the Seal Islands during the federal period were shaped by internal and
external forces. The need for housing or other buildings did not always immediately translate into con-
struction booms. Money, manpower, politics, wars, and the availability of materials all played a role in
the lifecycle of construction projects. At the time that management of the Seal Islands was transferred
from the NACC to the U.S. federal government, the government “inherited 55 Native dwellings” on
St. Paul Island and twenty-four houses on St. George Island.** The number of Native houses was down
from a total of ninety-four in 1890, and down from seventy on St. Paul Island in 1875. Buildings associ-
ated with the sealing industry and administrative buildings also were transferred. “With regard to the
buildings it may be said that, although erected by the former lessee [ACC], they have been kept from
deterioration by constant repair...”* No immediate building seems to have taken place after the govern-
ment assumed control over the commercial fur-seal industry’s operations, although available records
show that an addition was put on the Government House on St. Paul in 1910.%

A 1913 inventory presented to the House Committee on Expenditures in the Department of
Commerce described Aleut residences as

small wooden one-story frame structures, 20 by 10, on the sills, and no attic, with an
outer shed or ‘calle dore’ over the entrance: the entire cost, when first built by the Alaska
Commercial Co. in 1876 (and then given by that lessee to the natives), was between $210
and $225 per dwelling.

They have been well painted and kept in tolerably good shape year after year by the lessees,
up to the close of their [NACC] lease, May 1, 1910, then the Government up to date, as the
following inspection will attest:

They all have one living room 10 by 10, and a bed room 8 by 10, with that outside shed or
“hall” (“callidore”). There is a little variation only in this place, by the fashion of attaching
this callidore to the main building: some bringing it out flush, to the front line of the house,
others setting it back; some have widened it more, and so on; the average callidore is 5 by
14 feet.

These dwellings are too small for those natives who have several children, since they allow
of only one small 8 by 10 bedroom, that compels them to sleep crowded, and often badly
crowded, into these small rooms.

Nevertheless, these people when asked by us made no complaint of being insufficiently
fed and clothed or warmed by the Government under existing orders and regulations. The
annual sum allowed them for food, clothing, and fuel should not be less than $35,000 which

43 Hanna, The Alaska Fur-Seal Islands, 39.

44  George Rogers, An Economic Analysis of the Pribilof Islands, 1870—1946. Prepared for Indian Claims Commission Docket
Number 352 and Docket Number 369, March 1976: 150.

45 Walter I. Lembkey, “The Fur-Seal Fisheries of Alaska in 1910;”: 7, in Bur. Fish., Yearly Report, Alaska Fisheries and Fur
Industries, Doc. No. 749 (Washington, DC: GPO, 1911).

46 Agent’s Log, St. Paul Island, Sept. 16, 1910 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22 Series: Pribilof Island Log
Books compiled 1870-1961).

is a fair amount for that end. They should not be reduced from that sum, for the annual
maintenance of 302 souls up here, in a very simple life, requires it.*”

The same year, a new watchhouse near Zapadni Bay at St. George replaced a leaky sod house, de-
scribed in the annual fisheries report as “a frame structure banked up to the eaves with sod” These
were no small deficiencies, considering that guards lived in the watchhouse from June until November
every year. The report stated that “The lumber for this work was cut to length in the village and hauled
on sleds the 5 miles from the village to Zapadni. This was also ‘community work; i.e., work without
compensation*

The government’s, Bureau of Fisheries assumed total responsibility of the Pribilofs in May 1910,
however, most construction activities from 1910 to 1917 involved the U.S. Navy Department in con-
junction with the building of the radio station. The Navy began erecting buildings for a Naval Radio
Station on St. Paul beginning in 1911. The naval radio stations at St. Paul Island and St. George Island
comprised parts of a network of wireless stations to connect U.S. commercial interests, and later mili-
tary interests, to a transoceanic network. A more detailed discussion in the St. Paul Naval Radio Station
can be found in the Naval Radio Station Complex section of this book. In 1915, construction activity
outside of the Naval Radio Station consisted mainly of resodding homes to “prevent the wind from
going through in the winter* Two years later, new building gained momentum, fostered by a housing
shortage on both islands. A 1917 Act of Congress funded this building boom, appropriating $20,000 for
new buildings and other improvements on the Pribilof Islands.

The appropriation for improvements allowed the construction of urgently needed buildings, such
as houses for laborers, the By-Products Plant, Business Office, old Machine Shop (not the one built in
1939), Salthouse A, and a Chicken House. The By-Products Plant was funded by a special allocation
from the National Security and Defense Fund and was meant to improve efficiencies in the fur-seal in-
dustry by converting seal carcasses into meal rather than leaving them to decay on the killing fields. R.
B. Bentley, a by-products expert, oversaw the initial construction of the building and installation of the
machinery, which included a 300-ton hydraulic tankage press, a vacuum fertilizer dryer, grease tanks,
digesters, and a 4,000-gallon fir [wood] tank among the variety of equipment needed to turn carcasses
into meal.”® G Dallas Hanna declared that the oil from the reduction of carcasses was “superior to any
other kind known for certain tanning processes,” and that the animal meal was suitable for poultry
food.”! Several additions enlarged the building during the following decades. This same year [1918],
electrical lighting became a reality on St. Paul Island through cooperation with the Naval Radio Station.
“The engine and generator were placed on the concrete basement floor of the Government shop and
[a] belt was run to the floor above which operated [the] band saw, lathe, and grindstone. Lights were
installed in the shop, company house, dispensary, club house and Government house.” The report con-
tinued “The engine was equipped to burn kerosene and it was found that the quantity used was less than

47 U.S. Congress, House, Hearings before the Committee on Expenditures in the Department of Commerce, House of
Representatives: Investigation of the Fur-Seal Industry of Alaska, October 13, 1913, and January 17, 1914, No. 1: 111-12
(Washington, DC: GPO, 1914).

48 Barton Warren Evermann, Alaska Fisheries and Fur Industries in 1913, Bur. Fish. Doc. No. 797: 153 (Washington, DC:
GPO, 1914).

49 Log of St. Paul Island Alaska, Fall and Winter 1915-16: 11 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, Series:
Pribilof Island Logbooks compiled 1870-1961, box 24).

50 Ward T. Bower, Alaska Fisheries and Fur Industries in 1918, U.S. Dep. Commer., Bur. Fish., Doc. No. 872: 83 (Washington,
DC: GPO, 1919).

51 Hanna, The Alaska Fur-Seal Islands, 151.
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two-thirds that which had formerly been used in the same buildings in kerosene lamps. Owing to the

economy thus secured...plans are being made for the lighting of the villages on both islands...”**

A 1915 map of St. Paul Village drafted by a Dr. Hunter (Vol. 1, p. 69) depicts the “site of former sal-
thouse” and a new “salthouse”” Curiously, a 1919 map (Vol. 1, p. 70) only depicts an “old salthouse,” and
a 1936 map by the U.S. Navy (Vol. 1, p. 71) shows only a single salthouse and no wash houses. Bureau
of Fisheries reports note the construction of two salthouses in the village in the early 1920’s. Eventually,
these two salthouses became known as Salthouse A and Salthouse B. In 1921, on St. Paul Island, one
salthouse received a 50" addition. A sealskin wash and blubbering house was constructed in 1922, and
a second wash house was constructed in 1930—31. These two wash houses eventually became known as
Wash House A and Wash House B. Aleut laborers also constructed a garage to house “the four tractors
on St. Paul” and added a concrete extension to the wharf.® On St. George Island, Aleut laborers built a
3% story general shop and warehouse, measuring 30' x 60'. Workers also built two small houses, “one for
paint and the other for dynamite”; they also nearly completed “a concrete native dwelling,” and began
preliminary work on a new dispensary, hospital, and physician’s quarters”>* At that time, the wharf on
St. George Island was extended and the landing slip enlarged to enable “the discharge of small boats
lightering cargo ashore” Additionally,

Preliminary work, including completion of excavation, was done toward the construction of
a combined shop and warehouse urgently necessary to provide storage and handling space
for the increased take of fox skins. The kenches in the old salt house were transferred to the
new salt house, thus bringing sealskin work into a single building. Alterations were made at
the fox house to allow trapping, regardless of the direction of the wind.*

Sometime in the 1920’s, greenhouses became important additions to the buildings on the Pribilof
Islands, enabling residents to grow vegetables during the summer. The first mention of a greenhouse ap-
pears in the annual Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries in 1923 report. It was built on St. Paul Island
to “supply fresh vegetables”; the entry does not reveal the location of the greenhouse.*® Ventilators and
adjusting rods were added to the greenhouse in 1925.°”7 A 1931 report states that the greenhouse mea-
sured 16' x 32'-8", with a concrete foundation.*®

A greenhouse is mentioned again in an agent’s annual report of March 31, 1941. This greenhouse,
“laid out in even size beds and assigned to each family and the Company House,” operated from April to
November, “depending on the weather outside” Each government agent’s family decided what it wanted
to grow and supplied its own seeds, usually “quick growing greens, lettuce, beets, carrots and chard”
When the nights became dangerously cool, scrap wood was used to fuel a fire to help keep the vegeta-
bles in the greenhouse warm enough.” A greenhouse for the priest and his family functioned ca. 1945—
52. Another greenhouse for government employees was erected in 1951, adjacent to the Government

52 Bower, Alaska Fisheries and Fur Industries in 1918, 82.

53 Woard T. Bower, Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries in 1921, U.S. Dep. Commer., Bur. Fish., Doc. no. 933: 53
(Washington, DC: GPO, 1922). [Note: the report title changed in 1920 from “...Fur Industries” to “...Fur-Seal Industries.’]

54 Ibid.

55 Bower, Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries in 1921, 142; Ward T. Bower, Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries in
1925, U.S. Dep. Commer., Bur. Fish., Doc. no. 1008: 73—4 (Washington DC: GPO, 1926).

56 Bower, Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries in 1923, U.S. Dep. Commer., Bur. Fish., Doc. No. 973: 112 (Washington DC:
GPO, 1925).

57 Agent’s Log, St. Paul Island, August 24, 1925 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, Series: Pribilof Island
Logbooks compiled 1870-1961).

58 Permanent Improvements Report for St. Paul Island, Alaska, Covering the Period July 1, [1931] to March 31, 1932 (NARA,
Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 33, folder 1, FWS, Bur. Comm. Fish., Pribilof Islands Program, Permanent
Improvements).

59 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, March 31, 1941 [Apr. 1, 1940-Mar. 31, 1941], unpaginated, (NARA, Pacific
Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 1, folder 6, FWS, BCEF, Pribilof Islands, Annual Reports, 1929-1963).

House for use by its occupants and those in cottages 1, 2, and 3,°° subsequently referred to as Teacher
Houses, 101, 102, and 103. In the spring of 1953, a greenhouse was completed, with the exception of
heating pipes, near the radio station quarters® and just west of the Six-Car Garage.

From the 1930’s through the 1940’s, the Great Depression and World War II disrupted the lives
of people on the Pribilofs. Looking back in 1946, St. Paul’s Assistant General Manager, Clarence L.
Olson, commented that “Beginning with 1934, the records reveal a sharp decline in construction and
permanent improvements.”®* He is undoubtedly referring to the effects from the worldwide economic
downturn of the 1930s.
It was evidently intended that the building plan would be resumed when Government re-
turned to a business-like basis. But when no change came about, by 1940 the pinch was
beginning to be felt in the lack of proper buildings and equipment. The store and school-
house were becoming over-crowded, new houses were needed for employees and natives,

water and sewer lines were causing trouble, motive equipment needed replacement, and the
carpenter shop, built sometime late in the nineteenth century, was in danger of collapse.®®

In 1939, the Bureau of Fisheries Agent and Caretaker J. W. Lipke drafted a “Return of Property” or
the inventory of the government’s real property on St. Paul Island (Figures 9a-d). The reasons for this
inventory are not known.

During the period 193440, construction work focused on road expansion projects. Otherwise,
“only minor improvements were undertaken on St. Paul Island,” according to a government report titled
Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries in 1935.° However in 1941, building activities increased be-
ginning with the construction of four Native houses. These dwellings had “the same floor plan as the
older three room cottages, only the roof has been given a steeper pitch, whereby it is possible to put
two rooms upstairs and making a compact five room dwelling,” and “Several more native laundries
have been erected” Also, a new bureau office building located on the site of the old office building
was nearly completed that year.®® “Sod was put around the dispensary, hospital, and three cottages for
white employees [Teacher Houses]. Cement sidewalks were also built around the cottages, and a walk
between the dispensary and hospital” On St. George Island, the new schoolhouse, begun in 1933, was
completed, and a watchhouse was built at Staraya Artil.®

World War II prolonged the construction lull on the islands, particularly after the Seal Islands were
evacuated in 1942. Just before the evacuation, the government agent’s annual report declared “a crying
need for the construction of native cottages” existed on St. Paul Island. Crowded living conditions led
to lack of privacy, creating tense circumstances that easily erupted into arguments.® But, new con-

60 Manager’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska for the year ending March 31, 1952: 11, NARA, Pacific Alaska Region,
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Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries: 1951, Statistical Digest No. 31, U.S. Dep. Inter., FWS: 55 (Washington DC: GPO,
1954).
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Figure 9d. Inventory of the government’s real property on St. Paul Island, Alaska, 1939. Records of the ULS. Fish

Figure 9c. Inventory of the government’s real property on St. Paul Island, Alaska, 1939. Records of the ULS. Fish
and Wildlife Service, RG 22, Box 14, Folder 7; NARA—Pacific Alaska Region (A).

and Wildlife Service, RG 22, Box 14, Folder 7; NARA—Pacific Alaska Region (A).
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struction to benefit residents would wait until early 1944, when the Pribilof islanders returned from the
evacuation camps at Funter Bay, Admiralty Island, Alaska.

In the meantime, U.S. Army troops took over Aleut residences and other buildings on St. Paul
Island and began their own construction projects such as a “Paint Warehouse” in 1943,% and an airport
runway.®’ In September 1942, a garrison of 1,400 officers and soldiers occupied the “civilian homes pre-
viously occupied by fishermen and Bureau of Fisheries personnel”” One-third of the troops stayed in
winterized tents adjacent to the airstrip that the army completed in November. Winter weather stymied
the construction of another runway and a road system until the end of December 1942. All of the troops
except a ten-man “caretaking detachment” left the island at the end of August 1943. Before their depar-
ture, demolition charges were placed beneath the runway and in the radio station.”

Aleuts returned to their home islands in May 1944, but Agent Clarence L. Olson claimed that since
then “it has not been possible to rehabilitate the Government’s property to its former state of five years
ago. In fact, only a small proportion of replacement has been made.””* Scarcity of materials due to the
war was only part of the problem. “Pribilof allotments,” Olson wrote, “have not kept pace with required
operations which have increased with the growth of the seal herd””> Only one new house was under
construction in autumn 1944. Completed in 1945, the house contained a full basement, three rooms
on the main floor, and two rooms upstairs.” A fire on St. Paul in 1945 resulted in the loss of the Native
community hall constructed in 1932. “This building, 32 feet by 70 feet, included a library, card and pool
room, barber shop, assembly room for women, and an upper floor of one large room that was used for
dancing, motion pictures, and as a gymnasium.”> A replacement Recreational Hall began construc-
tion in 1949 and was completed in 1951. Currently, the Recreational Hall serves as the City of St. Paul
administrative offices, although a large gymnasium with a stage provides for various community social
events.

During 1951-53, five new Native houses were built, and dormers were added to another six homes
on St. Paul Island. A new sewer system was also installed in the village.”® A new construction program
began in 1953 when the government contracted with Swalling Construction Company, of Anchorage,
Alaska, to build several brick-masonry buildings on both islands. On St. George Island, the compa-
ny constructed a two-story warehouse to house a store, post office, laundry, jail, and office. Other St.
George projects included a 200,000-gallon water reservoir, five brick-masonry residences for Aleut la-
borers, one staff residence, a six-bed hospital and dental building, a combination boat and carpenter
shop, and an automotive equipment storage garage. The Swalling Construction Company also built a

68 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, Year Ending March 31 1945, unpaginated (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region,
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with memorandum from Headquarters Alaska Defense Command, December 1943, subject: “Preparation of Historical
Report,” 190.

70 Ibid., 189.

71 Ibid., 190-91.

72 Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, April 1, 1945 to March 31, 1946: 1 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG
22, box 1, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).
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two-story, combination warehouse on St. Paul Island that included a community store, warehouse, fur-
seal research laboratory, laundry, post-office and jail.””

The Teller Construction Company, of Portland, Oregon, won another contract to construct a 120' x
60' masonry school on St. George Island. The school contained three classrooms, a manual arts room,
and a domestic science room. It was ready for use in December 1955.7% During this time, Aleut resi-
dences on both islands also underwent renovations that consisted mainly of installing bathrooms. By
1955, all houses on St. George Island had running water, and only three dwellings were not connected
to the new sewer system. On St. Paul Island, all houses were connected to the water and sewer systems,
but ten residences still needed bathroom facilities.”

Although Aleut laborers continually made improvements to their houses, many still lacked base-
ments, and a number of residents still did their laundry in the kitchen or on an enclosed porch. The
porches, subject to the effects of cold, damp weather, proved unsuitable for drying clothes. Gas ranges
and oil heaters, sent to replace coal furnaces in the 19507, arrived with every delivery by the ship
Penguin, and although this increased electrical consumption on the island, the new power house, con-
structed in 1960, seemed to handle the increase without any trouble.®

Until 1960, construction and heavy equipment costs on the Seal Islands were dealt with by request-
ing a budget increase based on each item. In 1960, such costs were charged against an annual allot-
ment of $176,000. Charles Howard Baltzo, program director for the transition of federal administration
to Native rule on the Pribilof Islands (i.e., Program for Administration of the Pribilof Islands Federal
Reservation Embracing Management of the Fur Seal Resource and Development of the Resident Aleut
Inhabitants), cautioned that “a substantial portion of this special allotment is necessarily spent for rou-
tine rehabilitation, heavy equipment replacement, and emergencies thus leaving a limited amount for
new construction””®!

In 1963, construction of Aleut residences took top priority, following a government-stated goal of
completing forty homes over a ten-year period. In part, this was meant to create improved housing for
St. Paul islanders; and in part this new housing was meant to accommodate the relocation of St. George
islanders to St. Paul Island, although complete relocation did not come to pass. Four new ranch-style
dwellings (117-121) were completed in 1963 in the old village.®

A draft memorandum from 1964 lays out the consolidation of the two villages. Depending on suf-
ficient funding, “St. George Island is to be phased out as a community and merged with St. Paul Island
in the next 5 to 10 years” to decrease the problems associated with supplying the island and “advancing
the social position of the Aleut residents through amelioration of their almost total isolation”®® Four

77 Seton H. Thompson, Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries: 1954, Statistical Digest No. 37, U.S. Dep. Inter., FWS: 55
(Washington, DC: GPO, 1956); and Thompson, Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries: 1955, Statistical Digest No. 40,
U.S. Dep. Inter., FWS: 66—67 (Washington, DC: GPO, 1957).

78 Thompson, Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries: 1955, 67.

79 1Ibid., 68.

80 Manager’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, Year Ending December 31, 1960: 34 ( NARA, Pacific Alaska Region,
Anchorage, RG 22, box 1, folder 24, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

81 C. Howard Baltzo, “Program for Administration of the Pribilof Islands Federal Reservation Embracing Management of
the Fur Seal Resource and Development of the Resident Aleut Inhabitants,” May 1963: 6 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal
Archives, Seattle).

82 Annual Report of Sealing Operations, December 31, 1964: 15 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

83 Memorandum to Director, BCF, from Resource Development, Seattle, October 21, 1964: 1 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-
Seal Archives, Seattle).
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families already had been relocated to St. Paul Island, with plans for the “more deteriorated” homes on
St. George Island to be demolished “to forestall any possible future tendency to backfill”®*

Beginning in 1964, a program began to improve St. Paul Island’s building’s heating systems.

A program to replace coal-fired heating systems at St. Paul with modern, oil-fired equipment was initiated...The
program was expanded...with the installation of 40 oil-fired, forced-air furnaces and two oil-fired burners. 24
partial basements were constructed of lightweight masonry block to accommodate furnaces in houses where the
room arrangement did not afford space for an adequate heating system. The complete heating system consisting
of piping, convectors, radiators, boiler, and controls was replaced in the St. Paul Recreation Hall. Only two coal-
fired heating systems remain at St. Paul and a few residents heat water and cook with coal fuel. Our objective
is a complete conversion to oil fuel because oil can be delivered to the Pribilofs at a price far less than coal, plus
providing greater safety and convenience.®
Also in 1964, the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries initiated housing construction on the lower east-
side of Village Hill, along King Street; eventually a new Lakeside Street fronted the new row of dwell-
ings.® “Eight basement-type residences [117-120 and 122—-125] were constructed at St. Paul in 1963—
64 and two nonbasement dwellings [126—127] are being constructed this year [1965]. Each has three
bedrooms, oil-fired circulating forced-air heat, modern plumbing, full insulation, and provides 1,200

square feet of living space”®

Seven of the eleven ranch-style houses (122-128, and 131) constructed
during 1963-66 front Lakeside Street. Ranch-style houses 128—131 were purportedly constructed ca.

1968, but the government records are not clear in this regard.

Also in 1965, Houses 40 and 45 underwent renovations in preparation for the St. George families
tentatively scheduled to move in May.*®

As no space was available to build additional single-family homes within the old village housing sec-
tion of St. Paul, plans for the new Ellerman Heights subdivision overlooking the Salt Lagoon Channel
began in 1963. The next step was the “installation of the necessary water and sewer lines”® In 1965,
Alaska Governor William A. Egan, appointed a special commission to examine the social and economic
conditions on the Pribilofs. The commission found overcrowding on St. Paul Island caused “intense dis-
satisfaction on the part of many people in that village” Of the seventy dwellings on the island as of June
15, 1965, ten housed two families, and eleven dwellings housed “a family and one or more persons other
than husband, wife or children.... The situation is far more frustrating than in normal circumstances,
because no family is legally able to build its own new house or even to enlarge a house it now occupies.

To abate the hostility directed toward relocated St. George families, the commission suggested that
the Bureau refrain from demolishing any more dwellings on St. George Island until the lack of hous-
ing on St. Paul was addressed. The commission also reported that private ownership of homes on the
Seal Islands was going to be encouraged and supported through a bill introduced by U.S. Senator, Bob
Bartlett (S. 2102 896h Congress, First Session). At the time of the report, Aleut residents paid monthly
rents ranging from $30 to $62, depending on the size and the condition of the house.”*

84 Ibid.

85 Annual Report of Sealing Operations, 1965, Pribilof Islands, Alaska: 16 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives,
Seattle).

86 Monthly Activity Report, St. Paul Island, November 1964 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

87 Annual Report of Sealing Operations, 1965, Pribilof Islands, Alaska: 15 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives,
Seattle).

88 Monthly Activity Report, St. Paul Island, April 1965 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle). The records do
not identify the occupants of House 122.

89 State of Alaska, “Economic and Social Conditions on the Pribilof Islands: Report by Special Commission Appointed by the
Governor of Alaska, Juneau,” Sep. 3, 1965: 9.

90 Ibid., 8-9. Two of these detached houses were listed as “substandard converted sheds.” See Table 4.

91 1Ibid,, 17. The Senator’s bill became the Fur Seal Act of 1966.

Development of the Ellerman Heights subdivision began with plans for thirty houses and with rec-

92 “The first foundation and shell was constructed in

ognition of ample room for further expansion.
the new village addition overlooking the lagoon entrance,” in 1966.” The “Annual Report for Sealing
Operations for 1968” states “Major construction activities on St. Paul centered on a sewage treatment
system [to service the Ellerman Heights development] and erection of four ‘pre-fabricated’” houses,**

yet, no houses reached completion.

In 1969, construction began at Ellerman Heights on eight new “pre-cut houses.” These three-bed-
room homes had full daylight basements, electricity and water.”> The new sewage disposal facility was
completed just prior to occupancy.®”® By October 1970, nine houses, started in 1969-70, had been erect-
ed on Ellerman Heights,” although, “Basement garages in the new homes cannot be used until they
can be completed with material meeting fire codes”® The 1986 NHL nomination map (Map 4) depicts
thirty-one noncontributing residences on Ellerman Heights.

For St. Paul, the construction highlight in 1971 was the start of the new school, which still serves
the community. On St. George, six men, employed full-time, took care of general construction and
maintenance during the 1971 sealing season. Their main work consisted of converting “a portion of
the warehouse near the boat ramp to an electric and plumbing shop” The gasoline tank farm, started
the previous year, was completed, the Zapadni warehouse was refurbished, and the last of the Butler
Buildings was rebuilt to provide more storage space.”

100 while St. Paul work efforts

St. George construction workers focused on housing repairs in 1973,
focused on completing the new school. The 20,000 square-foot school opened for classes in September
1973.1°" Also in 1973, construction began on a new staff quarters building for federal government pro-
gram management and research staff.'®® In addition to the nine units that had kitchens and baths, the

building contained “six-plus single sleeping rooms.'*

In 1974, an expanded research program on St. George led to the creation of new catwalks and ob-

servation booths at East, Zapadni, and North rookeries. A new facility in the sealskin washhouse was

also built, enabling researchers to hold live seals for an extended period of time.***

92 Annual Report of Sealing Operations, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, December 31, 1965: 15 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal

Archives, Seattle).

93 Annual Report of Sealing Operations, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, December 31, 1966: 11 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal
Archives, Seattle).

94 Annual Report of Sealing Operations, 1968: 8 NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

95 Annual Report of Sealing Operations, 1969, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, December 31, 1969: 8 (NOAA, NMML Library Fur-
Seal Archives, Seattle).

96 Pribilof Management Report for July 1970, Aug. 3, 1970: 3 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

97 Annual Report of Sealing Operations, 1969, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, December 31, 1969: 8 NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-
Seal Archives, Seattle); Pribilof Management Report for September 1970, Oct. 1, 1970: 2 (NOAA, NMML Library Fur-
Seal Archives, Seattle); and Fur-Seal Islands Program — Annual Report for Calendar Year 1970: 8 (NOAA, NMML Library,
Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

98 Pribilof Management Report for September 1970: 2, Oct. 1, 1970 (NOAA, NMML Library Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

99 Annual Report of Sealing Operations, 1971, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, prepared by staff of Marine Mammal Resources
Program, U.S. Dep. Commer., NOAA, NMFS, December 31, 1971: 6-7 (NOAA, NMML Library Fur-Seal Archives,
Seattle).

100 Annual Report of the Pribilof Islands Management Program, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, 1973, U.S. Dep. Commer., NOAA,
NMES, Pribilof Islands Program, January 1974: 7 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

101 Ibid,, 6.

102 Ibid.

103 Annual Report of the Pribilof Islands Management Program, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, 1973, U.S. Dep. Commer., NOAA,
NMES, Pribilof Islands Program, January 1974: 6; and Annual Report, 1975: 5 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives,
Seattle).

104 Annual Report of Sealing Operations, 1974: 5 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).
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In 1978, an addition to the St. Paul school began along with construction of a pre-fabricated house
for the superintendent of the Pribilof School District. The school’s addition added four classrooms, a
total of 3,620 square feet. On St. George, a gymnasium was added to the school. These construction
projects took place under a reimbursable contract with the State of Alaska.'®

In 1979, “virtually all the land area on the island, most single family residences and several com-
munity buildings were transferred to the Tanadgusix Native Corporation, Aleut residents living in the
dwellings, and the City of St. Paul. The federal government retained title to 1,582 acres”’® By 1981, the
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMEFES) fur-seal program activities were predominant on St. Paul,
representing 68% of the economic activity on the island. NMFS became responsible for major improve-
ments and structures related to the utility systems, docks, and airport.'”

A similar transfer took place on St. George Island in 1979, where “virtually all of the land area and 39
single family dwellings” were transferred to the “Tanaq Native Corporation and Aleut residents living
in the dwellings”'*® The government retained possession of the “seal rookeries, airport, dock, utility
systems, and major building and improvements in the community associated with the NMFS fur-seal
program...” All economic activity flowed from NMFS, except for the Community Store, which was op-
erated by the St. George Tanaq Corporation at this time.'®

No construction took place in 1980-81. House repair work was transferred to the Native corpora-
tions on both islands in 1980, as mandated in the Memorandum of Understanding between the NMFS
and the St. George Tanaq Corporation on St. George, and the Tanadgusix Corporation on St. Paul.'’® In
1982, NMES contracted with a foreman from Seattle to oversee and train Aleut workers in the construc-
tion of two buildings on the Seal Islands. The equipment storage and cargo-handling building, called
the Cascade Building, on St. Paul measured 80' x 192". The St. George building, adjacent to the aircraft
landing strip, measured 60' x 60', with a 55' x 16"-wide door, large enough for aircraft to enter (except
the DC-3), so that the garage, built to store and repair equipment might also be used as an emergency
hangar.'"! The building was razed in 2008.

As directed in Section 205 of the Fur-Seal Act Amendment of 1983, NOAA worked with local
entities to draft and approve an agreement known as Trausfer of Property on the Pribilof Islands:
Descriptions, Terms and Conditions, or the Transfer of Property Agreement (TOPA). The TOPA went
into effect February 10, 1984. TOPA signatories included the Aleut Community Council of St. Paul,
the Tanadgusix Corporation, the City of Saint Paul, the Aleut community of St. George, the St. George
Tanaq Corporation, and the City of Saint George. The agreement described the federal government
land conveyances, the recipients, the terms, and the Pribilof lands the government was to retain in
accordance with ANCSA Section 3 (e). Each signatory received land under this agreement. In 1984,
NOAA transferred St. George Island property previously connected with commercial fur-sealing oper-
ations, including the hotel and Aleut laborer cottages, but excluding the sealing plant and rookeries, to
the St. George Tanaq Corporation and the City of Saint George. On St. Paul Island, NOAA transferred

105 Annual Report of Sealing Operations, 1978: 4 and 5 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

106 Survey Report of Executive Order Survey 11954: For Department of Commerce, NOAA, NMFS, Pribilof Islands Reserve,
Alaska (St. Paul and St. George Islands), GSA Inventory Control No. 131420155, June 16—20, 1981. Survey conducted by
W. R. Ogle, General Services Administration, Region 10, GSA Center, Auburn, WA: 5-6.

107 Ibid.

108 Ibid.

109 Ibid., 7.

110 Annual Report of the Pribilof Islands Management Program, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, 1980, U.S. Dep. Commer., NOAA,
NMES, Pribilof Islands Program: 9 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

111 Annual Report of the Pribilof Islands Program, 1982, U.S. Dep. Commer., NOAA, NMFS, Pribilof Islands Program: 8
(NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

dwellings occupied by island inhabitants and non-rookery lands, retaining other ANCSA Section 3(e)
withdrawal lands pending environmental restoration.
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ANECDOTAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Photograph No. USBF 1.76 (Photographer Hanna, G Dallas), 1914; Men moving a
wooden building. This building was probably an old store house that was relocated
across the street from the dispensary for use as a hospital. Buildings were fre-
quently disassembled or relocated due to the scarcity of materials on the Pribilof
Islands. Records of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, RG 370; NARA—Pacific
Alaska Region (A).

Photograph No. 95-ADMC-2978
(Photographer unknown), n.d.;
Electrical power plant and cold stor-
age (circa 1929-1958) at the site of
the old post office (1967-1997). Records
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric

| Administration, RG 370; NARA—Pacific Alaska
' Region (A).

e A f e B A . '-I';-
Photographer unknown. 1914. Men on killing field using wheelbarrows
made from old barrels. The 1908 Agent’s log describes the collection of
empty barrels near the oil house for Natives to use in making wheelbar-
rOWS. Photograph. Pribilof Islands Photographs Collection, no. 1976-0063-00010, Archives,
Alaska and Polar Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks.

Photograph No. USBF 2.47 (Photographer Hanna, G Dallas), 1919; Bridge
at Halfway Point (Polovina). The 103-foot long bridge was constructed

in 1911 using two stumps of the USRC Perry's masts, part of its deck,

and driftwood logs. The 24- and 20-inch bolts used on the bridge were
handmade by Native workmen on St. Paul. The Perry ran aground on St.
Paul Island on July 27th, 1910. Records of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, RG 370; NARA—Pacific Alaska Region (A).
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ST. PAUL ISLAND NARRATIVE REVIEW OF
HisTORICAL RESOURCES

This section was originally written to support an updated nomination by the National Park Service
(NPS) of the Seal Islands to be a new National Historic Landmark District (NHLD). Most of the histori-
cal resources appearing in this section are identified on specific Historical Alaska Heritage Resource
Survey (AHRS) forms and/or American Buildings Survey (HABS). While no photographs or illustra-
tions accompanied the original submissions to the National Park Service and the Alaska State Historic
Preservation Office, photographs and illustration are included in this book with the HABS and AHRS
forms. Additionally, the text of this section has been modified from its original submission format for
NPS into book form to accommodate new information and insights.

The 1986 National Register of Historic Places Nomination included a map (Map 3) naming signifi-
cant features associated with St. Paul Island, such as the NHL boundaries, fur-seal rookeries, archaeo-
logical sites, and water bodies. Map 3 in this book replicates Map 4 in the 1986 nomination, while Map
4 in this book replicates Map 5 in the 1986 nomination. AHRS historical resources are depicted on Map
5 in this book.

Book Maps 6-10 depict houses and other structures in the St. Paul Village and other areas on St.
Paul Island that are contributing and noncontributing resources to the NHLD. Aleut Laborer Houses
considered contributing resources are identified by number (e.g., 8, 42, etc.) in the 1986 nomination.
Structures, buildings, and several government employee houses considered contributing resources are
identified by letter (e.g., E). House numbers applied in the 1986 nomination are consistent with house
numbers recognized by the City of St. Paul, Alaska, with a single exception. In the 1986 nomination,
houses that front King Street (street names are not identified on Map 4) are identified with sequential
numbers north to south of 52—-61. However, House no. 52 is recognized by the City of St. Paul as House
no. 129, and Houses 60 and 61 are not recognized by the City, but they are recognized as Houses 52
and 53, respectively. Hence, City of St. Paul house numbers continue sequentially 52 through 59 south
to north. This anomaly resulted in considerable confusion during historical surveys conducted in 2004
and 2007 as will be discussed later.

Details in the federal records varied over the years, and often the government agents did not pro-
vide a house number, a consistent name for a building, or even the building’s location. Building names
and numbers sometimes changed over time as well, so we have done our best to piece together the avail-
able information to provide an overall illustration of building construction efforts on the islands. Maps
5-10 in this book identify noncontributing resources (except former government employee houses 105,
112, and 113 which are identified by number) and contributing HABS buildings and structures by letter
(e.g., E) or letters (e.g., QQ and AAA) consistent with Table 2. The NPS assigned a HABS number (AK-
203) to only one group of Aleut Laborer Houses; HABS AK-203 is collectively recognized by NPS as
Type III houses. Individual Type III houses are listed in Table 3, along with four other types of houses
on St. Paul; Table 3 also lists houses not categorized by any typology. Otherwise, City of St. Paul house
numbers are used to identify contributing and noncontributing resources within the HABS system.
AHRS numbers (e.g., XPI-160) assigned by the Alaska SHPO (Map 5) do not match City of St. Paul
house numbers (e.g., 23).

St. Paul Island’s genesis began only 750,000 years ago, making it much younger than the 2.2 million
year old St. George Island.! Its landscape is marked by weathered lava, scoria, and sandy deposits that
provide visual reminders of its creation by volcanic activity in the Bering Sea. Cinder cones, one rising
to 665 feet, dot the landscape. On this landscape, the 1962 and 1965 National Survey of Historic Sites
and Buildings (Survey) emphasized the fur-seal rookeries as the principal historical resource, which
led to the naming of the Fur-Seal Rookeries, Pribilof Islands, National Historic Landmark in 1966. The
Survey did not specifically recognize any contributing building or structure resources other than the
Russian Orthodox Church “built in 1907” and the oldest of the remaining “structures erected between
1786 and 1910 The copies of the Survey that we examined make no mention of any other buildings or
structures. Today, the great rookeries of the Seal Islands have a fur-seal population less than half the 1.5
million estimate in 1960.

The 1986 NHL nomination expanded the scope of the National Historic Landmark by recogniz-
ing once inhabited sites, as well as buildings and structures, associated with the fur-seal industry. The
NHLD boundaries on St. Paul encompass about one-fourth of this area and include rookeries, killing
grounds, and settlement areas. The 1986 NHLD nomination form listed sixty-four buildings and six
archeological sites as contributing resources up through the period of significance that ended in 1959.
While the form does not list seal rookeries, Section 7 within the nomination does recognize “12 his-
toric sites (rookeries).”* Catwalks used to observe seals are also mentioned as contributing resources in
Section 7 of the 1986 nomination.

The historical St. Paul Village was predominately shaped by the two companies that leased the
islands and managed the fur-seal industry from 1870 to 1910 and by U.S. government administrators
from 1911 to 1983. The 1986 nomination offered five general categories of contributing resources on St.
Paul: the Russian Orthodox Church (in a category of its own), Archeological Resources, Administrative
Buildings and Staff Residences, Commercial Center, and Resident Aleut Laborers’ Housing. The last
three categories most reflect the American influence. As previously noted, seal rookeries were not
among the categories, although they are presumed relevant. In part, because this book is more expan-
sive than the nomination, the reader will observe that it modifies and includes an additional historical
category, the “Naval Radio Station Complex” and other miscellaneous buildings and structures.

Since the 1986 nomination, many contributing resources within the Seal Islands Historic District
have undergone alterations or destruction as will be demonstrated, in part, here. For example, on St. Paul,
since the nomination, only seven of ten contributing buildings listed under the category “Administrative
Buildings and Staff Residences” remain, and only three of ten contributing buildings in the category
“Commercial Center” remain; all other buildings in these two categories have had their historic integ-
rity compromised by alterations.

St. Paul Village lies on the steep hillside of Village Hill. Houses fan out in neat lines from the center
of the village, which include the Church of the Holy Apostles Saints Peter and Paul (Building A, HABS
AK, 1-SAPA, 1-A-, XPI-003), and remnants of the old cemetery. Contributing resources to the National
Historic Landmark District on Village Hill include the: Recreation Hall (Building L, AK-208; XPI-042);

1 A.Cox, D. M. Hopkins, and G. B. Dalrymple. Geomagnetic polarity epochs: Pribilof Islands, Alaska. Geological Society of
America, 77 (1966): 883-910.

2 National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings (Survey), Jan. 22, 1962: 3.

3 Sandra McDermott Faulkner, William S. Hanable, and Robert L. S. Spude. “The Seal Islands, National Register of Historic
Places Inventory-Nomination Form” in Russian America Theme, National Historic Landmarks, U.S. Dep. Inter., National
Park Service (NPS), Alaska Region, Anchorage, 1987: 2.
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Map 3. “St. Paul Island” This map is Map 4 in Faulkner, 1986, depicting the National Historic Landmark Boundary on St. Paul Island, Alaska; the fur-seal rookeries; and archaeological sites.
From Sandra McDermott Faulkner, William S. Hanable and Robert L. S. Spude, Russian America Theme, National Historic Landmarks, U.S. Dept. of the Interior, NPS, Alaska Region, Anchorage, 1987: 35.
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Map 4. “Seal Islands National Historic Landmark, St. Paul Island.” This map is Map 5 in Faulkner, 1986, depicting the contributing and noncontributing structures in the village area
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Table 2: St. Paul Island NHL Letter Designations with building and/or demolition dates for Maps 4, 6, 7,
8,9, and 10. (Houses are designated by their community house numbers and are not listed here)

(HABS AK, 1-SAPA, 1-A-) Church of the Holy Apostles Saints Peter and Paul (1906)
Priest’s House Site (burned down 1999)

Teacher’s House 103 (1924)

Teacher’s House 102 (1924)

Teacher’s House 101 (1925)

Government House (1932)

Bureau of Fisheries Office (1941)

Company House/King Eider Hotel (construction date unknown; enlarged 1922)
Laundry Site (1926; demolished 1992)

Physician’s House/dispensary (1925)

Hospital (1934)

Recreation Hall (1948)

Theater Site (ca. 1964; demolished 2008)

Blubbering House Site (1930—31; demolished 1986/87)

The Anderson Building now stands on this site (ca. 1985)

Kench House Site (demolished 1986/87)

Salt House A/Boxing/Barreling Shed Site (1921-22; demolished 2000)
Fouke Bunkhouse (1933)

Equipment/Municipal Garage Site (1931; demolished 2007)

Machine Shop (1939)

Small Frame Structure Site (construction date unknown; demolished between 1986—-2004)
Paint Shop Site (1931; demolished 1987)

Six-Car Garage (1954)

By-Products Plant Site (1918; demolished 1988)

Garco/NMFS Warehouse (1966)

Combine Shop (1974)

:  Laboratory/Administration Building (1975-77)

AA: Staff Quarters (1974-75)

BB: Diesel Tank Farm Site (ca. 1950’s, removed 1988)

CC: Power Plant Site (1959-60; demolished 2007)

DD: Power Plant Annex Site (demolished July 2000)

EE: Receiving Warehouse (1975)

ZETATEIQTOEUQE

NEX2<oHde®0®0

FF:
GG:
HH:
IL:
JJ:
KK:
LL:
MM:
NN:
0O0:
PP:
QQ:
RR:

SS:

TT:
Uu:
VV:

Gas Station (1967)

Concrete Foundation/Point Warehouse Site (1924; demolished ca. 1958)
Halibut Building/ Equipment Garage (1987)
Alaska Dormitory (1960)

Cascade Warehouse (1982)

Navy Shingle Shed (ca. 1919)

Old Post Office/Duna’s Kitchen Site (1967)
School District Office (post-1986)

Community Store/Warehouse/Laboratory (1955)
Five-Car Garage (1963)

Navy Tennis Court Site

Duplex 106/107(ca. 1911-1919)

(HABS AK-220) Naval Radio Station E-Shop/Naval Power Plant/Headstart Building (constructed
between 1911-19)

Duplex 108/109 (1957)
Assembly of God Parsonage (1966)
Assembly of God Church (1966)

Saltwater Well Houses/Saltwater Pump Houses (exact dates unknown)

WW: Concrete Foundation/Greenhouse Site (1951)

XX
YY:
77:

AAA:

BBB:

CCC:

St. Paul School (1972)

Fish Plant/Trident Building (post-1986)

ATCO Trailer Camp Site (post-1986; demolished 2008)
St. Paul Old Village Cemetery Fence (1909)

Log House (1996)

Frame House (2000)

DDD: Two-Car Garage/Government House Garage (1945)

EEE:

Webster House (1935)

FFF/115: Manager’s House/House 115 (1954)
GGG: Civic Center (post-1986)
HHH: Aleut Bunkhouse Site at Northeast Point (1929; demolished ca. 2000)

III:
JI):

Ice House at Icehouse Lake (1935)
Windmill Wells Site
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Map 5. Aero-Metric, Inc., photographer. 2006. AHRS Designations (XPI Prefix Omitted), St. Paul Village. Aerial photograph provided courtesy of Aleutian Pribilof Islands Association (APIA)
and Alaska Department of Commerce, Commerce and Economic Development. Building footprint. NOAA, NOS, Pribilof Project Office, Geographic Information System. 2ft Aerial Photo, designations attributed June 2010.
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Map 6. Aero-Metric, Inc., photographer. 2006. HABS Designations (Letters) and St. Paul Island House Numbers. Aerial photograph provided courtesy of Aleutian Pribilof Islands
Association (APIA) and Alaska Department of Commerce, Commerce and Economic Development. See Table 2 for the list of buildings related to this map. Building footprint. NOAA, NOS, Pribilof
Project Office, Geographic Information System Database. 2ft Aerial Photo, designations attributed June 2010.
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Map 7. Aero-Metric, Inc., photographer. 2006. Former By-Products Plant and Staff Quarters Area. Aerial photograph provided courtesy of Aleutian Pribilof Islands Association (APIA) and

Alaska Department of Commerce, Commerce and Economic Development. Building footprint. NOAA, NOS, Pribilof Project Office, Seattle: Geographic Information System Database. 2ft Aerial Photo, designations at-
tributed June 2010.
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Map 8. Aero-Metric, Inc., photographer. 2006. Ice House at Icehouse Lake. Aerial photograph provided courtesy of Aleutian Pribilof Islands Association (APIA) and Alaska Department of
Commerce, Commerce and Economic Development. Building footprint. NOAA, NOS, Pribilof Project Office, Seattle: Geographic Information System Database. 2ft Aerial Photo, designations attributed June 2010.
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Map 9. Aero-Metric, Inc., photographer. 2006. Windmill Well Locations, Salt Lagoon Channel, showing Staff Buildings Area. Aerial photograph provided courtesy of Aleutian Pribilof Islands

Association (APIA) and Alaska Department of Commerce, Commerce and Economic Development. Building footprint. NOAA, NOS, Pribilof Project Office, Seattle: Geographic Information System Database. 2ft
Aerial Photo, designations attributed June 2010.
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Map 10. Aero-Metric, Inc., photographer. 2006. Webster House and Aleut Bunkhouse Site, Northeast Point. Aerial photograph provided courtesy of Aleutian Pribilof Islands Association
(APIA) and Alaska Department of Commerce, Commerce and Economic Development. Building footprint. From NOAA, NOS, Pribilof Project Office, Seattle: Geographic Information System, 2ft Aerial Photo, des-
ignations attributed June 2010.
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View of St. Paul Village, looking north. Jet Lowe, photographer. Photograph (5x7). Library of Congress: HABS AK-62-1, 1989.
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Government House (Building F, AK-205; XPI-037); Teacher House 101 (Building E, AK-206; XPI-032);
Teacher House 102 (Building D, XPI-033); and Teacher House 103 (Building C, AK-207; XPI-036).
These buildings lie to the west of the Russian Orthodox Church. Other contributing resources on
Village Hill include the Fisheries Office (Building G, XPI-038), Company House (Building H, AK-210;
XPI-039), and the Hospital (Building I, XPI-041), which line Tolstoi Boulevard near the bottom of the
hill. The noncontributing school (Building XX, XPI-212) and schoolyard are located at the foot of the
hill, as is the Community Store (Building NN, XPI-141). Contributing resources on Village Hill listed
in the 1986 nomination and since destroyed include the Priest’s House (Building B), Laundry (Building
N), and Theater (Building M).

The industrial area or “Commercial Center” lies to the north of the Community Store, and it extends
to the shores of Village Cove. Only three of the ten contributing buildings remain in the industrial area.
These include the: Fouke Bunkhouse (Building Q, AK-213; XPI-044);* Machine Shop (Building S, AK-
214; XPI-45); and Six Car Garage (Building V, XPI-048). Buildings associated with the fur-seal industry
and demolished since the 1986 nomination include: the Blubbering House (Building N);* Kench House
(Building O); Boxing Shed (Building P, XPI-226); Equipment Garage (Building R, XPI-034);® small frame
structure (Building T); the Paint Shop (Building U, XPI-047); and the By-Products Plant (Site W) that
was located on a sand flat east of the Salt Lagoon Channel.

The reader will observe that many of the historical resources are honored with alternate names
given by successive generations. For example, “Salt House A” became the Barreling Shed and then the
Boxing Shed. Kenches coexisted in Salt House A along with barreling and, later, boxing operations. Salt
House B became the Kench House, and the “Equipment Garage” became the “Municipal Garage”

The 1986 nomination identified many noncontributing resources that will not be listed here, but
they are included within this book along with other noncontributing resources not recognized in the
nomination. Many historical buildings not existing at the time of nomination, but once part of the seal-
ing industry, are portrayed in an attempt to provide greater historical context.

4 A map titled Saints Peter and Paul Orthodox Church (Russian), City of Saint Paul, Alaska, Pribilof Islands, Survey No.
AK-51, Sheet 1 of 10, 1990, mistakenly switched labels between the Kench House (Bldg. “O”) and the Fouke Bunkhouse
(Bldg. “Q”), as identified by Sandra McDermott Faulkner, “The Seal Islands, National Register of Historic Places Inventory—
Nomination Form?” U.S. Dep. Inter., NPS, Alaska Region, 1986, on page 12 and Map 5; and http://www.nps.gov/history/
history/online_books/nhl/russian-america/sec7.htm (accessed August 5, 2011). [Note: Copies of Nomination Map 5 are
difficult to decipher.] Curiously, “The Seal Islands, National Register of Historic Places Inventory-Nomination Form”
presented in Sandra McDermott Faulkner, William S. Hanable and Robert L. S. Spude, Russian America Theme, National
Historic Landmarks, U.S. Dep. Inter., NPS, Alaska Region, Anchorage, 1987: 6, apparently inadvertently failed to assign an
alpha designation to the Kench House (i.e., the letter “O”), but does assign “Q” to the Fouke Bunkhouse.

5  Faulkner’s “The Seal Islands,” Map 5, identifies the location of “Blubbering House” (combined Wash Houses A and B)
as site (N). The footprint on the map is inconsistent with the footprints of Wash Houses A and B in a 1982 aerial photo
(October 16, 1982, AeroMap U.S.) and a 1986 “Record Drawings” (U.S. Dep. Health Human Services, Public Health
Service, Indian Health Service Project AN-86-340, drawn by Lowdermilk August 30, 1985, drawing recorded March 20,
1989) that overlie the 1982 aerial photograph. The aerial photo and drawing depict the buildings as separate and rectan-
gular. Faulkner’s description of the Blubbering House states: “Frame building with horizontal clapboard siding; a Butler
building type of addition runs perpendicular to and away from the blubbering house” In 1983, Wash Houses A and B
(separate buildings) were converted to the Blubbering House (a single building) as described in the 1986 NHL nomina-
tion (phone conversation between Phyllis Swetzof, St. Paul Island City Clerk, and John Lindsay and Karla Sclater). The
Anderson Building, which was not associated with the fur-seal industry, now stands on the footprints of these former
buildings, and we understand that at least portions of the Blubbering House remain intact under the shell of the Anderson
Building.

6  Faulkner, “The Seal Islands,” 13, mistakenly states that Building R (Equipment Garage) is the Machine Shop, and that
Building S (Machine Shop) is the Equipment Garage.

Fur-Seal Rookery Resources

In 1920, the government recognized sixteen rookeries on St. Paul Island, six on St. George Island,
and three extinct or “abandoned” rookeries. Two rookeries were on St. Paul, though one at Southwest
Point was actually just a haulout, and one on St. George.” The government also identified rookeries on
Otter Island and Sea Lion Rock (Sivutch)] that were not considered part of the NHLD.

The 1962 and revised 1965 Surveys addressed the seal rookeries themselves with a single statement:
“The beaches of St. Paul Island, which contain the great rookeries of the fur seals, are as unaltered and
intact as when they were first sighted in 1787” While that statement was not entirely accurate, given the
previous paragraph, no mention was given to the St. George rookeries.

As previously mentioned, the 1986 nomination recognized only 12 rookeries total between St. Paul
and St. George islands, and stated “five rookeries and their historic killing grounds” are included in the
St. Paul Historic District.® Subsequently, the nomination recognized nine rookeries on St. Paul Island;’
the nine rookeries are depicted on Map 3, and include: Zapadni, Tolstoi, Lukanin, Kitovi, Reef, Polovina,
Polovina Cliff, East and West.

The NMFS National Marine Mammal Laboratory depicted 14 fur-seal rookeries on St. Paul
Island (Vostochni, Morjovi, Little Polovina, Polovina Cliffs, Polovina, Lukanin, Kitovi, Reef, Ardiguen,
Gorbatch, Tolstoi, Zapadni, Little Zapadni, and Zapadni) and 6 rookeries on St. George Island (Staraya
Artil, North, East Reef, East Cliffs, Zapadni, and South) on its website http://www.afsc.noaa.gov/nmml/
alaska/nfs/rookeries/sngrookeries.php (accessed November 2, 2011). The discrepancies in the number
of rookeries on St. Paul in 1986 and currently appears due to differences in naming conventions applied
by either observers or researchers; for example, considering Reef, Ardiguen, and Gorbatch as separate
rookeries or as a single “Reef” rookery. The only apparent actual reduction in the number of rookeries
on St. Paul since 1920 resulted from the extinction of Lagoon Rookery and Suthetunga Rookery, which
in 1920 were much reduced in numbers from earlier times.'* Hanna (2009, p. 102) mentioned that since
Russian times a small rookery, Spilka Rookery, at Village Hill, also disappeared.'! In addition, naturalist
Henry Wood Elliott commented in 1881 that “Two small rookeries were then on the north shore of St.
Paul, near a place called ‘Maroonitch”*?

The nomination acknowledged contributing status to the remaining rookery catwalks used by sci-
entists to take counts of various seal population parameters. The nomination states “The two extant
catwalks (of nine originally constructed) are contributing structures, one at Reef Rookery (P95; P96;
P97)" and one at East and West Rookeries”1*

Fur-Seal Rookeries and Catwalks are elaborated upon further using illustrations later in this book.

7 G Dallas Hanna, The Alaska Fur-Seal Islands, ed. John A. Lindsay: 90—128 (Seattle, WA: U.S. Dep. Commer., NOAA Tech.

Memo. NOS ORR 16, 2008).

8  Faulkner, “The Seal Islands,’ 6.

9 Ibid, 7-8.

10 Hanna, The Alaska Fur-Seal Islands, 102.

11 Henry W. Elliott, The Seal Islands of Alaska: 49 (Washington, DC: GPO, 1881), referred to Spilka as “Nah Speel” Rookery.

12 Ibid.

13 The “P” before the number refers to the photograph number accompanying the nomination; again, the copies of the nomi-
nation we consulted were not accompanied with photographs.

14 Faulkner, “The Seal Islands,” 8.
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Archeological Resources

The 1986 nomination provides a somewhat confusing assessment as to the number of archeological
sites on St. Paul. “Description” in Nomination Section 7 states “nine archeological sites already listed on
the Alaska Heritage Resources Survey (AHRS).”** The narrative later identifies only a single archeologi-
cal site (Staraya Artil) on St. George Island,'® leaving eight sites on St. Paul Island. However, the narrative
describes only six sites: Zapadnie [sic], School Site, Webster Lake, Polovina (Halfway Point), Lukanin
Hill, and Vesolia Mista on St. Paul.’” However, the landmark boundary map accompanying the nomi-
nation depicts seven archeological sites (Map 3): Vesolia Mista, Webster Lake, Zapadni, Lukanin Hill,
Halfway Point (Polovina), and two unnamed sites on the north shore that are presumably Maroonitch
(Marunich) and Lincoln Bight (Tsammanah).'® The nomination only recognizes one, Halfway Point, not
two sites, at Polovina (i.e., Little Polovina Hill and Polovina Sites) as recorded by the AHRS." (Pendleton
suspects the Little Polovina Hill site derived from army activity when it occupied the island in 1943.)*
Recent historical study by archeologist Catherine Pendleton (2008) briefly describes eight sites, includ-
ing Maroonitch and Lincoln Bight. She, as did Veltre and McCartney (1994) before her, suggests that the
Webster Lake site is probably the historically referenced “Stoshnoe” or “Novastoshnah” site.* Pendleton
does not mention the “School Site;” which Faulkner (1986) references as AHRS XPI-006. In 1994, Veltre
and McCartney considered eleven archaeological sites on St. Paul Island that they found in the AHRS
files. The sites are XPI-001, XPI-003, XPI-006, XPI-007, XPI-008, XPI-009; XPI-010; XPI-011; XPI-014,
XPI-016, and XPI-017.>* They noted, but did not map, XPI-002: “Seal Islands Historic District (Pribilof

”

Islands Fur Seal Rookeries).” However, they gave it little consideration as an archaeological site.”> Among
the sites considered by Veltre and McCartney, if only briefly, but not considered as archaeological sites
by Faulkner (1986), were XPI-003 (Saints Peter and Paul Church), XPI-014 (Cone Hill Rock Shelter),
and XPI-017 (Little Polovina Hill). In 2007, Charles M. Mobley & Associates prepared AHRS XPI-208
for “a multi-roomed barabara along the road just past the junction of Easting Landing Road and the
Polovina Turnpike” The pit is visible in aerial photographs.?*

15 1Ibid,, 3.

16 Ibid., 11.

17 1Ibid., 14-15.

18 Ibid., Map 4; and Douglas W. Veltre and Allen P. McCartney, An Archaeological Survey of the Early Russian and Aleut
Settlements on St. Paul Island, Pribilof Islands, Alaska (St. Paul, AK: TDX Corporation, 1994: 15 and 36) describe the
Maroonitch and Lincoln Bight sites.

19 Catherine L. Pendleton, “Changes in Aleut House Construction in the Russian Period: Evidence from the Zapadni Site, St.
Paul Island, Alaska” MA thesis, Univ. Alaska Anchorage, 2008: 130 and 159.

20 Ibid., 159.

21 Ivan Veniaminov, Notes on the Islands of the Unalashka District, transl. Lydia T. Black and R. H. Geoghegan, ed. Richard
A. Pierce: 140 (Kingston, ON: Limestone Press, 1984), states “In the second village, called Stoshnoe, that is, ‘eastern;
there are far fewer buildings. There are only two private barabaras”; Veltre and McCartney, An Archaeological Survey, 9;
Pendleton, “Changes in Aleut House Construction,” 131; and Henry W. Elliott, “The History and Present Condition of the
Fishery Industries: The Seal Islands of Alaska,” in Report on the Tenth Census of the United States (Washington, DC: GPO,
1881), comment on the existence of “Novastoshnah”

H. W. Elliott’s 1881 chronicle, “The History and Present Condition of the Fishery Industries: The Seal Islands of Alaska,’
was reprinted with few changes, but with the same pagination, as U.S. Commission of Fish and Fisheries, Spec. Bull. 176,
1882; later it was issued as Misc. Doc. 42, pt. 8. 47th Cong., 2nd sess., 1884, with three other reports and the addition of an
index; and subsequently reprinted as The Seal Islands of Alaska, (Kingston, ON: Limestone Press, 1976). The Seal Islands
of Alaska, “Explanatory Notes and Comments Upon the Map of St. Paul Island,” states “The great sand beach of this island
extends from Lukannon to Polavina [sic], thence to Webster’s House, Novastoshnah”

22 Veltre and McCartney, An Archaeological Survey, 8.

23 Ibid,, 19.

24 Letter report, “Summary of Historic Architecture Inventory of St. George and St. Paul Villages, Seal Islands National
Historic Landmark, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, from Charles M. Mobley & Associates to John Lindsay, Sept. 16, 2008,
NOAA, Administrative Record, Pribilof Islands Environmental Restoration Project.

Individual archaeological sites are described more fully in Volume 1.

The Church of the Holy Apostles Saints Peter and Paul (Building A; HABS No.
HABS AK, 1-SAPA, 1-A- and AK-51; XPI-003)

The Church of the Holy Apostles Saints Peter and Paul sits at the heart of the village, similar to the
church on St. George Island and most of the other Russian Orthodox churches throughout Alaska. The
Russian Orthodox religion and the church have played a central role in the lives of Aleut residents on St.
Paul Island. It seems fitting that the Saints Peter and Paul church, built by Aleut residents in 1905-06,
and consecrated in 1907, is the oldest structure on the island. In 1980, the Church of the Holy Apostles
Saints Peter and Paul was listed in the National Register of Historic Places;** a 1990 HABS, NO. HABS
AK, 1-SAPA, 1-A- report is titled “Saints Peter and Paul Orthodox Church” (Vol. 1, p. 219-228).

In 1821, Russian Ignatii Cherkashenin and Creole Kassian Shayashnikov built a chapel out of drift-
wood without any aid from the Russian-American Company. Cherkashenin died shortly after the chapel
was built, but Shayashnikov served as the chapel’s caretaker for many decades. A priest from Unalaska
tended to the parishioners when he visited the island every other year.? In 1838, Bishop Innocent (Ivan
Veniaminov) described the chapel as “decorated with a very fine iconostas and icons by contribution of
the local Aleuts””

In 1840, a larger chapel replaced the 1821 building. Hugh H. Mclntyre, superintendent for the
Alaska Commercial Company (ACC) in Alaska, preserved the image of the chapel in a stereograph he
took in 1872. Mclntyre’s photograph, along with one by French explorer, Alphonse Louis Pinart, are the
only two known photographs of the 1840 chapel (Vol. 1, p. 212). By the early 1870, the second chapel
stood in disrepair, and in 1875, a new church took its place. The ACC brought in two carpenters to tear
down the old building and start on a new one, which the Aleut community paid for out of their wages.
Hamden MclIntyre, an architect from Vermont and brother of Hugh McIntyre, who was working on St.
Paul Island at the time, designed and oversaw construction of the 1875 church. The new church’s orna-
mentation—inside as well as outside—was a striking contrast to the former comparatively plain-looking
chapels. Although not large, the new building had three cupolas, each set on top of a windowed drum.
Hipped roofs topped the sanctuary and nave, and a bell tower with a clock rose from the narthex. The
church cost nearly $15,000. The bells, cast in 1875 by William Black & Co. of Boston, cost $2,750, the
most expensive items in outfitting the church. Weather delayed consecration of the church until May
1877, when church officials managed to reach the island.?®

The 1875 church slowly succumbed to the elements and required replacement by the early 1900’s.
Nathaniel Blaisdell, a San Francisco architect, was chosen to design a new church in 1905. Built slightly
to the north of the 1875 church, Barbara Sweetland Smith speculates that the new church’s design in-
cluded a simplified roof line to prevent the roof from leaking. To achieve this, Blaisdell planned a unique
ironwork design to represent the traditional onion-dome cupola.?? Elements of the 1905-06 church,
consecrated 1907, have remained throughout the years, except that a traditional onion dome cupola,
designed and constructed by Reverend Maxim Isaac, replaced the ironwork in 2007.

25  http://www.nationalregisterothistoricplaces.com/AK/Aleutian+Islands/state.html (accessed August 23, 2011)

26 Alison K. Hoagland, “Russian Churches, American Houses, Aleut People: Converging Cultures in the Pribilof Islands,
Alaska;” in Thomas Carter, ed. Images of an American Land: Vernacular Architecture in the Western United States: 131-32
(Albuquerque: Univ. New Mexico, 1997).

27 Barbara Sweetland Smith, The Church of the Holy Apostles Saints Peter and Paul on Saint Paul Island, Pribilof Islands: A
History—1821-200: 5 (Aleutian/Pribilof Islands Restitution Trust, 2007); and Veniaminov, Notes on the Islands, 140.

28 Smith, The Church of the Holy Apostles, 6-9.

29 Smith, The Church of the Holy Apostles, 12; and Hoagland, “Russian Churches,” 142-43.
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Northeast Point Church (noncontributing resource): Henry Wood Elliott marked a church on a
St. Paul Island map of Novastoshnah (Northeast Point) Rookery in 1890 (Vol. 1, p. 127).*° The church
served sealers and hunters who lived at Northeast during the sealing and fox seasons. Traveling the
fourteen miles by foot or baidar made church attendance in the village impractical. When this church
was constructed and when it went into disrepair is not known. Presumably this church, represented in
Elliott’s artwork, was not the same as the 1821 or 1840 chapels.

Northeast Point Chapel (noncontributing resource): Timon Lestenkof, a St. Paul Aleut, built
the chapel, which some have described as a shrine, in ca. 1994 to commemorate the Russian Orthodox
Church that once served the seasonal sealers and hunters in the area of Northeast Point.!

Priest’s House (Site B): The Priest’s House burned down in 1999.3

Church School (Site 0 [zero])—a noncontributing resource: The church school is located south
of the former Priest’s House (Site B). The original Church School was constructed sometime after the
purchase of Alaska as a means to retain the religious and language heritage (Aleut and Russian) of the
Native inhabitants. The current Church School is located on the site of the original building, which was
demolished in the early to mid 1960’s. The current school building was constructed in 1967—-68, and it
remains in use today more for social functions than as a school (Vol. 1, p. 231).%

St. Paul Old Village Cemetery Fence (AAA; XPI-209): The old cemetery located southeast of the
church was established before 1876. Aleut residents requested fencing for the old cemetery in 1898.
The graves in the old village cemetery were eventually relocated to Cemetery Hill, excepting those of
some prominent church officials and their wives, and noteworthy people such as Iliador Merculieff**
and James Edward Gill (d. 1876). Gill's sister bequeathed $1,000 for perpetual care of his gravesite (Vol.
1, p. 239). James Gill, who served as the second meteorologist on St. Paul Island, died of exposure while
on a trek about the island.*

Aleut Laborer Housing (ALH)

Contributing Resources:

In 1913, the Chief of the Bureau of Fisheries, Alaska Fisheries Service, Barton Warren Evermann
wrote about the need to improve the size of Native houses on the Pribilofs: “The new buildings should
be one and one-half stories, so that the upper floor could be used as bedrooms. The regulation house is
one story, 12 feet front by 20 feet deep, divided into two rooms, with a lean-to on one side for a kitchen
and an entrance.%®

30 NARA RG76, Records of Boundary and Claims Commissions and Arbitrations, Chart 157, Cartographic and Architectural
Records Section, Special Media Archives Services Division (NWCS-C), National Archives at College Park, 8601 Adelphi
Road, College Park, MD, 20740-6001, and M0387 (Henry Wood Elliott Map Collection), Alaska and Polar Regions Dep.,
Rasmuson Library, Univ. Alaska Fairbanks, 99775.

31 Phone conversation with Aquilina Lestenkof, Aleut Community of St. Paul Cultural Director with John Lindsay August
22,2011.

32 Peter Porco, “St. Paul Blaze likely an Accident,” Anchorage Daily News, Dec. 25, 1999.

33 Phone conversation with Aquilina Lestenkof, Aleut Community of St. Paul Cultural Director with John Lindsay August
22,2011.

34 Michael K. Orbach and Beverly Holmes, “The Pribilof Island Aleuts: Tentative Players in a Hybrid Economy,” Center for
Coastal Marine Studies, Univ. CA., Santa Cruz, 1982: 4 0.

35 Betty A. Lindsay and John A. Lindsay, Pribilof Islands, Alaska: The People, U.S. Dep. Commer., NOAA Tech. Memo. NOS/
ORR 19, Seattle, WA, 2010: 268—69.

36 Barton Warren Evermann, Alaska Fisheries and Fur Industries in 1913, U.S. Dep. Commer., Bur. Fish. Doc. No. 797: 152
(Washington, DC: GPO, 1914).

But it was not until 1917 and continuing through the 1920’s that an ambitious program was inaugu-
rated to modernize the old settlement. Small Alaska Commercial Company wood houses were demol-
ished and replaced with modern homes. Agent Ward T. Bower wrote:

Six houses of the ‘knock-down’ type were purchased and sent to the Islands in 1917, four to St. Paul and two
to St. George. The plans provided that each house should have a kitchen, living room, bathroom, and three
bedrooms, all on one floor. It was provided also that the roof of each should be sufficiently high to permit the
construction of two additional rooms on a second floor at small cost, although it was thought that the accom-
modations on the first floor would be sufficient for any of the large families on the islands. The agent on St. Paul
Island, however, made modifications in the plans furnished him with the result that additional material will be
required to complete the construction of four houses.?”

r | y

Only one of the four houses was installed
in 1917 (Figure 10) with the other three being
completed in 1918.% The first Native concrete
house to be built on St. Paul Island was com-
pleted in 1920.* Two frame-houses were com-
pleted that same year. Ten of twelve concrete

dwellings for Aleut laborers begun in 1925 were
ready for occupancy by May 1926.* The con-
crete walls were 6"-thick reinforced with steel

bars. Nine of these contained four rooms each

and three contained five rooms each.** Edward

Johnston, the Agent and Caretaker on St. Paul : - — e .
Figure 10. Photograph No. 22-MP-3-37 (Photographer
unknown), circa 1917; House constructed in 1917, St.
Paul Island. Records of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, RG 370; NARA—Pacific Alaska Region (A).

in 1925, requested permission to raze the fol-
lowing older houses (ACC era) to make room
for rebuilding the village: 1-7, 10, 11, 19, 34, 35,
37-43, and 45-56, in addition to demolishing
other “houses along ‘main street, between wharf and the office” when they were vacated. Any salvage-

able lumber from the razed houses, Johnston said, “will be saved and used in the construction of new
houses”#

By the time of the annual fur-seal industries report in 1927, fourteen concrete houses were under
construction. Two of the houses contained five rooms each and twelve of the houses contained four

37 Ward T. Bower and Henry D. Aller, Alaska Fisheries and Fur Industries in 1917, U.S. Dep. Commer., Bur. Fish., Doc. No.
847: 72 (Washington, DC: GPO, 1918).

38 Ward T. Bower, Alaska Fisheries and Fur Industries in 1918, U.S. Dep. Commer., Bur. Fish. Doc. No. 872 (Washington,
DC: GPO, 1919) Plate VII between pp. 84—5; and Ward T. Bower, Fishery and Fur Seal Industries in 1939, U.S. Dep. Inter.,
Bur. Fish. Admin. Rep. 40: 161 (Washington, DC: GPO, 1941), reported 3 frame-houses were built in 1918, but ignored
the frame house of 1917.

39 Ward T. Bower, Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries in 1920, U.S. Dep. Commer., Bur. Fish. Doc. No. 909: 73-74
(Washington, DC: GPO, 1921).

40 Ward T. Bower, Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries in 1926, U.S. Dep. Commer., Bur. Fish. Doc. No. 1023: 306
(Washington, DC: GPO, 1927).

41 Ward T. Bower, Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries in 1925, U.S. Dep. Commer., Bur. Fish. Doc. No. 1008: 146
(Washington, DC: GPO, 1926).

42 Edward C.Johnston, Agent and Caretaker, St. Paul Island, to Harry J. Christoffers, Superintendent, Sept. 26, 1925. (NARA,
Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 33, folder 1, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), Bureau of Commercial
Fisheries (BCF), Pribilof Islands Program, Permanent Improvements).
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rooms each.” Two more concrete dwellings, one with four rooms and one with three rooms, were built
in 1928.4

The Agent’s Annual Report for 1929 summarized the history of residence-construction since 1920:

The following concrete native dwellings are now complete and occupied: 1 three-room, 28 four-room, 7 five-
room, and 1 six-room house—total 37. All of these buildings have been completed during, or since, 1925, except
the six-room house, which was completed in 1920. In addition to the above, there are 3 five-room wood frame
dwellings which were completed in 1920 and 1921, and are now occupied.*

In the Agent’s Annual Report for March 31, 1930, the agent stated that two three-room concrete
dwellings begun in 1928 were completed before March 31, 1930: “The construction of these two houses
complete the program of house building for the native population for the present. A total of 42 houses
have been erected for the use of native families since 1918. 39 of this number are concrete and 3 of frame
construction”* It would seem a total of forty-three houses rather than “42” were built when taking the
1917 building into account, but perhaps the agent included the 1917 house with the three built in 1918.

During 1933-34, three new frame-houses were added to the village. One house had four rooms; the
other two houses had five rooms each with four rooms on the main floor and one room on the upper
floor.*” In autumn 1939, construction began on an additional four frame-houses. Chief of the Division
of Alaska Fisheries, Ward T. Bower, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, reported that all the floor plans repli-
cated the three-room houses that had been previously built on the island, “but the pitch of the roof has
been raised to permit the addition of two rooms on the second floor” Bower also reported that three
1918 frame-houses were “moved a short distance to bring them in line with other native dwellings and
were placed upon new concrete foundations,” and nine outside laundry houses were built and partial
basements constructed beneath several houses “to make the living quarters more habitable”*® Three of
these frame houses were completed in 1940; the fourth was completed and occupied by the time of the
Agent’s Annual Report, March 31, 1941. The agent stated that these types of houses were very popular.*’

In 1945, the island’s agent reported “One new native house was begun in the fall [1944], and is ready
for finishing work whenever we obtain siding and millwork. It is built on the plan of the last native

houses erected here, and consists of 3 rooms downstairs and 2 rooms upstairs. The only change is a full
basement added, in order to keep from having to build a separate laundry”*

A “shortage of dwellings” and “houses with two or more families” created discontent on the island in
1946. The island’s agent reported that “many marriages are being put off or delayed because of no homes

43 Ward T. Bower, Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries in 1927, U.S. Dep. Commer., Bur. Fish. Doc. No. 1040: 146
(Washington, DC: GPO, 1928).

44 Ward T. Bower, Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries in 1928, U.S. Dep. Commer., Bur. Fish. Doc. No. 1064: 298
(Washington, DC: GPO, 1929). The jail, the store, and quarters for temporary Native workers from the surrounding area
also were built this year, all frame construction.

45 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, March 31, 1929, 6; see also p. 11 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG
22, box 1, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

46 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, March 31, 1930, unpaginated (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22,
box 1, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

47 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, March 31, 1934, , unpaginated (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22,
box 1, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963); and Bower, Alaska Fishery and Fur Seal Industries in
1934, 54.

48 Bower, Fishery and Fur Seal Industries in 1939, 161.

49 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, March 31, 1941 [Apr. 1, 1940-Mar. 31, 1941], unpaginated (NARA, Pacific
Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 1, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963); and Fredericka
Martin, ed. with supplemental materials by Raymond Hudson, Before the Storm, Univ. Alaska, Fairbanks, AK, 2010, 19,
similarly recorded in 1942 that there were “Forty-nine cottages for Aleut families”

50 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, Year Ending March 31, 1945, unpaginated (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region,
Anchorage, RG 22, box 1, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

for the couples to move into”! The frame house begun in 1944 [numbered “50”], was occupied during
1946.52 “It was built mostly of odd lumber salvaged here and there about the Station, but a normal value
has been put on it for Inventory purposes”

Construction of House 51 (no longer extant) began in 1947, on the site of the Old Community Hall,
taking advantage of the hall’s basement walls.>® House 51 was completed in spring 1948, after the annual
supply vessel arrived with the needed materials.>* Because a vacant lot is extant southerly of House 50,
we assume that was the location of House 51 (Tract A, Block 14, Lot 1). House 23 underwent renova-
tion and was occupied by “one of the larger families during the past summer [1947] which reportedly,
“decreases much of the discontent due to the housing shortage. It is hoped that at least two more houses
may be started this coming summer [1948] and finished next winter so that this situation will be well
under control”®® Construction of two new cottages began in late fall 1948, located “on a new street...
east of 1st Avenue South>*

Despite the feeling of relief about the housing shortage in 1948, the government agent stated that
housing construction needed to be stepped up to accommodate the growing population. “There were
only 9 births and 1 death during the past year [1948—49], which was quite a drop on both counts over
the previous year, but it is already indicated that these figures will be greater next year [1949-50]....
This high census count [335] would really make housing more difficult if it were not for the temporary
absence each year of a relatively high number of persons”” In 1950, two six-room houses for the Natives
were completed and one federal government employee house.”® Two other Native houses were under
construction in 1950, and were completed and occupied in 1951.%° In 1952, Aleut laborers completed
construction on two Native houses, and the agent scheduled workers to begin construction on two
other houses.®® The Manager’s Annual Report for 1954 recorded that two new Aleut laborer houses had

been constructed during the past year, making “a total of nine new houses completed in the past five

years.”®!

51 Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, April 1, 1945 To March 31, 1946: 22 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage,
RG 22, box 1, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

52 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, for the year ending March 31, 1947: 12 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region,
Anchorage, RG 22, box 1, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963); House 50 is not included in the
HABS record because it has been completely altered over the years and does not fit into any of the designated housing
types.

53 1Ibid. The report (15) also comments that six combination ash, garbage, and coal boxes also were built for the houses along
“6th Avenue South after the street was paved, and now four more are being completed for the houses on 5th Avenue
North. As the streets are paved and lumber available, these boxes will be built until all houses have them”

54 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, for the year ending March 31, 1947: 12; Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul
Island, for the year ending March 31, 1949: 13; and Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, for the year ending
March 31, 1948: 14 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 1, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual
Reports 1929-1963).

55 Ibid., 23.

56 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, for the year ending March 31, 1949: 13, and 22, which gives the St. Paul census count
(NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 1, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

57 Ibid., 22.

58 Thompson, Alaska Fishery and Fur Seal Industries: 1950, Statistical Digest, No. 29, U.S. Dep. Inter., FWS: 53 (Washington,
DC: GPO, 1953).

59 Thompson, Alaska Fishery and Fur Seal Industries: 1951, Statistical Digest, No. 31, U.S. Dep. Inter., FWS: 55 (Washington,
DC: GPO, 1954).

60 Thompson, Alaska Fishery and Fur Seal Industries: 1952, Statistical Digest, No. 33, U.S. Dep. Inter., FWS: 54 (Washington,
DC: GPO, 1954).

61 Manager’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, March 31, 1954 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 1, FWS,
Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963). Until 1955, the Pribilof Islands reports tracked a year from April
1 to March 31. There are two reports for 1955: one that covers from April 1, 1954, to March 31, 1955, and one that covers
from April 1, 1955, to December 31, 1955.
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In subsequent years, Aleut residents built dormers, added basements and additions, and made
other improvements, including installing bathrooms. Seton H. Thompson reported that by 1955, “All
of the Aleut dwellings are now connected to the water and sewer systems, although there are still 10

residences that have no bathroom facilities.”%?

The Aleut Laborer Houses on St. Paul extend in orderly rows on the north and south sides of the vil-
lage. Nearly all of the homes face east northeast, unlike the homes on St. George, which face each other
across the street, conveying more of a typical American neighborhood appearance. As building space
became limited in the old village and housing demands continued to grow, the government determined
to expand the village bounds.

In May 1963, Program Director C. Howard Baltzo submitted his “Program for Administration of the
Pribilof Islands Federal Reservation Embracing Management of the Fur Seal Resource and Development
of the Resident Aleut Inhabitants” Under the heading of “Construction’, Baltzo wrote:

Top Priority for construction is vested in Aleut residences at St. Paul for the dual purpose of accommodating the
merger of St. George village and of replacing inadequate housing for inhabitants of both islands. Four homes are
the maximum that may be constructed each year with locally available labor under prevailing climatic condi-
tions. Privately contracting a 3-bedroom frame residence costs about $45,000 complete, but nett [sic] expense
can be halved by utilizing local labor, staff supervision, Program equipment, and patience. The goal is to con-
struct 40 homes over a 10-year period, commencing with the four underwritten by Accelerated Public Works
in 1963.
The housing plans Baltzo called for began in 1963; planning was led by engineer Roy Ellerman.
The intent was to create a housing development east of the St. Paul Village on what became known as
Ellerman Heights; a spot located on a hill slope easterly of Cemetery Hill. Members of the Native com-

munity moved into the first new homes by 1970.
Al el

The 1986 nomination recognized three types of Aleut Laborer Houses as contributing houses on
St. Paul Island, “Reflecting the company nature of the community”®® Since then, three alternative ver-
sions have been proposed by the National Park Service, archeologist and historical architect Charles
M. Mobley & Associates, and NOAA in 2004, 2007, and 2010, respectively. The four versions are pre-
sented in Table 3. Characterization of extant, yet historical, Aleut Laborer housing on the Seal Islands
challenged all the involved entities in large part due to significant alterations made on original designs
during and after construction, which will be discussed later.

In 2004, NOAA requested the assistance of the National Park Service with performing a HABS at
St. Paul Island. An NPS architectural historian inspected St. Paul’s buildings and commented “that ‘the
types identified in the [Faulkner’s] nomination seem to be mixed and omit several houses that should
have been included in one of the types” The NPS HABS team recognized five rather than three ty-
pologies recognized by Faulkner in 1986. However, the NPS Type I reflected a 1960’s ranch house style
that the NPS considered reflective of a noncontributing resource. Further, NPS recognized that several
houses had been so altered (e.g., 1, 25, 41) as to not fit any type since 1986.

In 2007, NOAA contracted Charles M. Mobley to conduct an Alaska Historical Resources Survey
of St. Paul Island, and to complete a HABS of contributing resources not addressed by the NPS in 2004.
Mobley relied on McAlester’s A Field Guide to American Houses as the primary source for descriptive

62 Thompson, Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries: 1955, Statistical Digest No. 40. U.S. Dep. Inter., FWS: 8 (Washington,
DC: GPO, 1957).
63 Faulkner, “The Seal Islands,” 13.

material, “...and that alone was responsible for some divergences between my descriptions and Sandra
Faulkner’s [1986] original descriptions in the National Register form.” Mobley provided an overview
summation to NOAA in 2008.

Some confusion arises from the vocabulary and lack of mutual exclusivity in Faulkner’s [1986] residential build-
ing typology, as well as disparities between the listed houses and those hatched as contributing on the St. Paul
map [nomination Map 5]. Twenty buildings hatched as contributing on the map are not listed in the nomination
form [page 13], and of those twenty hatched buildings one (House 129, or XPI-171) is of unique construction
and possibly post-dates the original period of significance.**

Mobley recognized five typologies among the houses in the Village of St. Paul. However, one of his

types included three houses constructed for government employees and consequently are not included
among the Aleut Laborer Houses recognized among the typologies in Table 3.

In 2010, NOAA prepared final HABS and AHRS forms for submission to the SHPO and NPS, using
materials submitted by NPS and Charles M. Mobley & Associates, including narrative materials and
photographs of the subject buildings. NOAA also consulted other historical resources to augment the
submittals. Mobley wrote a brief analysis about his departure from the NPS 2004 approach.

First is construction material —whether concrete or frame—using several primary criteria (it was usually hard
to tell from just looking at the outside of the buildings) but rather from the categorizations in NOAA’s data base.
Second is whether the house is side-gabled or front-gabled. And third is chimney placement. Some houses defi-
nitely had basements but for most I couldn’t tell, so I didn’t always use them to discriminate house types. The
result [sic] are five contributing house types mostly like [NPS 2004] except that...Type II and II [sic; should be
Type I1I] are combined because the difference between...one and one-half story house and ... [a] one story house
with attic ... is not obvious, and because I couldn’t consistently duplicate his [NPS] discrimination between peak
chimneys and offset from peak chimneys. Lumping ... the two house types yields four contributing house types,
plus a fifth residential building type consisting of three identical Teacher’s Houses...”®

NOAA decided that a combination of appropriate attributes presented by NPS and Charles Mobley
& Associates better characterize Aleut Laborers’ Houses. For example, NOAA agrees with Mobley that
discrimination between peak chimneys and offset from peak chimneys is difficult in some instances.
In addition, the extant condition of Aleut Laborers’ Houses has been in a near constant state of flux,
making consistent characterization nearly impossible. The government’s St. Paul Island manager re-
ported in 1960 on the subject of home renovations.

Remodeling of homes as far as practical was continued during the year. Remodeling consisted of digging two
basements, building several enclosed porches and renovating the interior of some houses. In a few cases, the
porches are 4’ x 8, making them large enough for a utility room in which laundry may be done, thus removing
the washing machine from the kitchen. The majority of houses do not have basements and laundry must be
done either in the kitchen or on the enclosed porch. These porches are unheated, however, thus being unsuited
to dry clothes.*

As pointed out, flaws exist in the 1986 nomination regarding the historical houses, not the least
of which is the nomination’s apparent oversight of not assigning typologies to all of the contributing
houses depicted on Map 4. Also, one of the most difficult matters to rectify for this book was an ap-
parent misnomer of one row of houses. Map 4 depicts a row of houses fronting King Street (streets are
not identified on the map) with numbers increasing north to south from 52 through 61, excluding “57”
even though page 13 of the nomination text included “57” The City of St. Paul verified that the house
numbers from north to south on King Street should begin with “129” (not “52”) followed by 59 through

64 Letter report, “Summary of Historic Architecture Inventory of St. George and St. Paul Villages, Seal Islands National
Historic Landmark, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, from Charles M. Mobley & Associates to John Lindsay, Sept. 16, 2008,
NOAA, Administrative Record, Pribilof Islands Environmental Restoration Project. Mobley inadvertently reversed the
House numbers in the row fronting King Street, consequently, in his summation the number “52” was applied rather than
“129’, and this error was corrected in the text herein.

65 Ibid.

66 Manager’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, Year Ending December 31, 1960: 34 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal
Archives, Seattle).
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Table 3. The house typologies applied by Sandra Faulkner (1986), National Park Service (2004), Charles Mobley & Associates (2007), and NOAA (2010).

Typolology Faulkner 1986 Typologies NPS HABS Team 2004 Typologies Mobley 2007 Typologies NOAA 2010 Typologies
Typel 1920’s through 1930’s, one or one and one-half | One story, gable ends, chimney at peak. [Note the NPS Ranch style, one story, side-gabled, frame building with or without shed-
story frame with horizontal wood siding, 2004 HABS team determined the following houses are roofed entry, with a basement or concrete foundation, and one concrete
arctic entrance to one side, and side cellars. noncontributing.] chimney at peak. [Note the NPS 2004 HABS team determined the
Faulkner did not define the meaning of (0), City Map No.; AHRS No. following houses are noncontributing.]
although it may signify that an outbuilding is House 117, XPI-180; House 118, XPI-181; House 119, XPI-182; City Map No., AHRS No.
associated with the dwelling. House 120, XPI-183; House 122, XPI-172; House 123, XPI-173; House 117, XPI-180; House 118, XPI-181; House 119, XPI-182; House 120,
Houses: 3, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 42, 48, 47 (0), House 124, XPI-174; House 125, XPI-175; House 126, XPI-176; XPI-183; House 122, XPI-172; House 123, XPI-173; House 124, XPI-174;
46, 45 (0), 44 (0). House 127, XPI-177; House 128, XPI-186; House 129, XPI-171; House 125, XPI-175; House 126, XPI-176; House 127, XPI-177; House 128,
House 130, XPI-187; House 131, XPI-188 XPI-186; House 129, XPI-171; House 130, XPI-187; House 131, XPI-188
Type Il One and one-half story concrete with arctic One and one half story, gable front, shed entrance at front, One story, side-gabled concrete or frame building with shed-roofed One and one-half story, front-gabled concrete or frame building with shed-
entrance and side cellars. chimney at peak. entry, no basement, and one concrete ridge-mounted chimney. roofed or gable-roofed entry, and one concrete chimney offset from peak
Faulkner did not define the meaning of (0), City Map No.; AHRS No. City Map No.; AHRS No. with or without basement.
although it may signify that an outbuilding is House 28, XPI-53; House 29, XPI-54; House 30, XPI-55; House | House 25, XPI-050; House 26, XPI-051; House 27, XPI-052; House 42, | HABS 203
associated with the dwelling. 36, XPI-168; House 43, XPI-169; House 52, XPI-088; House 53, | XPI-056; House 01, XPI-062; House 08, XPI-068; House 41, XPI-079 City Map No.; AHRS No.
Houses: 1,2, 4, 6 (0), 7, 8,9, 10, 11 12, 13, 14, XPI-087; House 54, XPI-086; House 55, XPI-085; House 56, House 2, XPI-063; House 3, XPI-049; House 4, XPI-064; House 5, XPI-065;
41, 40, 39, 38 (0), 37 (0), 49. XPI-084; House 57, XPI-083; House 58, XPI-082; House 59, House 6, XPI-066; House 7, XPI-067; House 10, XPI-070; House 11, XPI-
B ' ' XPI-081 071; House 12, XPI-072; House 13, XPI-073; House 14, XPI-074; House
[Note: NPS had these numbers in reverse order and 16, XPI-153; House 17, XPI-154; House 18, XPI-155; House 19, XPI-156;
inadvertently applied nos. 60 and 61 to Houses 52 and 53] House 20, XPI-157; House 21, XPI-158; House 22, XPI-159; House 23, XPI-
160; House 24, XPI-161; House 35, XPI-167; House 44, XPI-057; House
45, XPI-058; House 46, XPI-059; House 47, XPI-060; House 48, XPI-061;
House 49, XPI-080
Type 111 1945-1950’s, larger one and one half story One story with attic, gable front, shed entrance, chimney offset | Front-gabled concrete or frame building with shed-roofed or gable- One story with attic, side-gabled concrete building with shed-roofed entry,
cement with green asphalt siding. from peak. roofed entry and one concrete slope-mounted chimney touching ridge. | basement, and two concrete chimneys at peak.
Houses: 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61. House 2, XPI-063; House 3, XPI-049; House 04, XPI-064; House 02, XPI-063; House 03, XPI-049; House 04, XPI-064; House 05, | HABS No. [not yet assigned]
[Note the correct numbers applied to these House 05, XPI-065; House 06, XPI-066; House 07, XPI-067; XPI-065; House 06, XPI-066; House 07, XPI-067; House 10, XPI-070; House 15, XPI-152; House 37, XPI-075; House 38, XPI-076; House 39, XPI-
houses by the City of St. Paul as given in the House 09, XPI-069; House 10, XPI-070; House 11, XPI-071; House 11, XPI-071; House 12, XPI-072; House 13, XPI-073; House 16, | 077; House 40, XPI-078
order by Faulkner are: 59, 58, 57, 56, 55, 54, House 12, XPI-072; House 13, XPI-073; House 14, XPI-074; XPI-153; House 17, XPI-154; House 18, XPI-155; House 19, XPI-156;
53, 52. House 16, XPI-153; House 17, XPI-154; House 18, XPI-155; House 20, XPI-157; House 21, XPI-158; House 22, XPI-159; House 23,
House 19, XPI-156; House 20, XPI-157; House 21, XPI-158; XPI-160; House 24, XPI-161; House 28, XPI-053; House 29, XPI-054;
House 22, XPI-159; House 23, XPI-160; House 24, XPI-161; House 30, XPI-055; House 35, XPI-167; House 36, XPI-168; House 43,
House 35, XPI-167; House 44, XPI-057; House 45, XPI-058; XPI-169; House 44, XPI-057; House 45, XPI-058; House 46, XPI-059;
House 46, XPI-059; House 47, XPI-060; House 48, XPI-061; House 47, XPI-060; House 48, XPI-061; House 49, XPI-080; House 52,
House 49, XPI-080; House 50, XPI-170 XPI-088; House 53, XPI-087; House 54, XPI-086; House 56, XPI-084;
House 57, XPI-083; House 58, XPI-082; House 59, XPI-081.
Type IV One story with attic, gable side, shed entrance at front, two Side-gabled concrete building with shed-roofed entry, basement, and One and one-half story, front-gabled concrete or frame building with shed-
chimneys at peak. one concrete ridge-mounted chimney. roofed or gable-roofed entry, and one concrete chimney at peak.
House 15, XPI-152; House 37, XPI-075; House 38, XPI-076; House 32, XPI-164; House 33, XPI-165; House 34, XPI-166 HABS No. [not yet assigned]
House 39, XPI-077; House 40, XPI-078 House 28, XPI-053; House 29, XPI-054; House 30, XPI-055; House 36, XPI-
168; House 43, XPI-169; House 52, XPI-088; House 53, XPI-087; House
54, XPI-086; House 56, XPI-084; House 57 XPI-083; House 58, XPI-082;
House 59, XPI-081
Type V One story with attic, gable side, shed entrance at front, one Side-gabled concrete building with shed-roofed entry, basement, and One story with attic, side-gabled concrete building with shed-roofed entry,
chimney at peak. two concrete ridge-mounted chimneys. basement, and one concrete chimney at peak.
House 32, XPI-164; House 33, XPI-165; House 34, XPI-166 House 15, XPI-152; House 37, XPI-075; House 38, XPI-076; House 39, | HABS No. [not yet assigned]
XPI-077; House 40, XPI-078 House 32, XPI-164; House 33, XPI-165; House 34, XPI-166
Uncategorized The NPS 2004 HABS team determined that several once NOAA recognized subsequent to the NPS 2004 survey that other houses

contributing house resources no longer qualified because
of significant alterations. These houses do not conform to a
defined typology.

House 1, XPI-062; House 26, XPI-051; House 42, XPI-056;
House 8, XPI-068; House 27, XPI-052; House 25, XPI-050;
House 41, XPI-079

The NPS 2004 Survey Team did not recognize the following
dwellings.

House 105, XPI-137; Duplex 106/107, XPI-139; Duplex
108/109, XPI-031; House 112, XPI-140; House 113, XPI-139

once considered contributing house resources may no longer qualify
because of substantial alterations, they include:

House 09, XPI-069; House 14, XPI-074; House 31, XPI-163; House 50, XPI-
170; House 55, XPI-085

The following houses were not Aleut Laborer Houses and they do not
conform to a defined typology:

Employee House 101, XPI-032; Employee House 102, XPI-033; Employee
House 103, XPI-036; House 105, XPI-137; Duplex 106/107, XPI-139;
Duplex 108/109, XPI-031; House 112, XPI-140; House 113, XPI-139
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52 or the reverse order depicted in the 1986 nomination map.® This anomaly was not recognized by
either NPS in 2004 or Mobley in 2007. NOAA also decided that a house with “attic” was appropriate
unless a window or dormer existed on the half floor which would allow the house description to be a
“one and one-half story”

In 2007, Mobley came up with a third characterization “hopefully more explicit...using several pri-
mary criteria” (Table 1).

Mobley also noted that the 1986 nomination identified other house types as noncontributing re-
sources, including: five residences, some duplexes associated with the former Naval Radio Station; ten
ranch houses with alcove entry; three ranch houses without alcove entry; and six miscellaneous houses.
Similar to the findings of the 2004 NPS survey team, some formerly contributing houses underwent
radical alterations sufficient to warrant changing their status to noncontributing.

In 2010 NOAA decided that a combination of certain attributes presented by the 2004 NPS survey
team and Charles Mobley & Associates would better characterize Aleut Laborers’ Houses. NOAA also
grouped houses according to five typologies (Table 3). House descriptions presented in HABS and
AHRS formats are grouped in this book according to NOAA's five typologies; within a typology, houses
are presented sequentially according to City of St. Paul house numbers.

The 1986 nomination states, “The new subdivision south [east] of the village is outside the bound-
aries of the Historic District” However, Map 3 does not clearly demonstrate that the Historic District
excludes the Ellerman Heights area.

Wash Houses/Laundry Houses (XPI-178; XPI-179; XPI-184; XPI-192; XPI-210; XPI-211):
Plans for small, detached laundry houses had been in the works since at least 1931.°® In 1939, nine
outside laundries were built.” In 1940, the government agent on St. Paul explained that “In the past
the natives have boiled and washed their clothes in the kitchens of their houses, which therefore always

were damp.”°

Aleuts built small laundry houses between 1939 and 1942 to provide a place for washing clothing.
XPI-178 is associated with House 15 (XPI-152), XPI-179 is associated with House 14 (XPI-074), or 19
(XPI-156), XPI-184 is associated with House 47 (XPI-060), XPI-192 is associated with House 38 (XPI-
076), XPI-210 is associated with House 45 (XPI-058), and XPI-211 is associated with House 37 (XPI-
075). These six wash houses are the only remaining laundry houses on the island. After 1945, houses
were built with basements to avoid the necessity of separate laundry “houses.”

Administrative and Staff Buildings

Administrative buildings and former staff quarters border the churchyard and include the
Government House, Teacher Houses 101, 102, and 103, House 115/Manager’s House, Fisheries Office,
Company House (later known as the King Eider Hotel), Hospital and Physician’s House/Dispensary
(clinic), and the Recreation Hall (later City of St. Paul offices). Several Fisheries staff quarters also
exist on the sand flats along Bartlett Boulevard, historically on land developed for the Naval Radio

67 Telephone conversation between St. Paul City Clerk Phyllis Swetzof and John Lindsay, August 30, 2011.

68 St. Paul Agent’s Annual Report for the Year Ended March 31, 1931 [supplement], unpaginated (NARA, Pacific Alaska
Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 33, folder 6 “Abstracts Reports Annual,” FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports
1929-1963).

69 Bower, Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries in 1939, U.S. Dep. Inter., Bur. Fish., Admin. Rep. No. 40: 161 (Washington,
DC: GPO 1941).

70 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, March 31, 1940, unpaginated (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22,
box 1, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

Station. The former staff buildings in the radio station complex area include House 105 (radio opera-
tor’s House), Duplex 106/107, Duplex 108/109, House 112, and House 113. These buildings are briefly
described under subheadings of Contributing Resources, as recorded in the 1986 NHL nomination, and
Noncontributing Resources.

Contributing Resources

Company House/King Eider Hotel (Building H; HABS AK-210; XPI-039): The exact date of
construction is unknown, although a building identified as the ACC dwelling house and of comparable

size and in the same approximate location is depicted on the Abial P. Loud map of 1886. Extant records
show that additions to the Company House were built in 1922. The Company House is in poor condi-
tion and was condemned by the Fire Marshal ca. 2006.

Fisheries Office (Building G; HABS AK-211; XPI-038): Built in 194041, this building was con-
structed on the footprint of the old office. Another “old office,” located southeast of the Fouke Bunkhouse,
was in use when this Fisheries Office was built.

Government House (Building F; HABS AK-205; XPI-037): Government House was built in
1931-32. In 1932, the St. Paul government agent wrote, “The old government house was torn down and
a new building erected on the same site. The new building is considerably larger than the old one and
will provide accommodations for a greater number of people””* One author wrote that the government
house served as temporary quarters for the “The superintendent, visiting officials from the Washington
office, the chief employees of the Fouke Fur Company, and visiting heads of the same outfit and impor-
"2 1n 1976, the Tanadgusix Corporation (TDX) completed the conversion of the building

”;

tant visitors....
to apartments, and reported that all four apartments were occupied.” In 2004, the Government House
underwent further restoration to become the home of the St. Paul Island Museum and office space
for TDX. At least one other Government House preceded the 1932 building. An earlier Government
House, located near the Russian Orthodox Church, was depicted in a sketch by artist Henry Wood
Elliott in 1872.

Hospital (Building K; XPI-041): Built 1930 to 1932,* the Hospital and Physician’s Quarters/
Dispensary (Building J) were joined in 1974. The Hospital and Physician’s Quarters are described in
some detail in the book Before the Storm by Fredericka Martin who resided and worked therein with
her physician husband Samuel Berenberg in 1941-42. At some future time, Building K became locally
known as the Health Clinic or Clinic. The building was vacated in favor of a new health center in 2006.

Recreation Hall/Community Hall (Building L; HABS AK-208; XPI-042): Work on this building
started in 1946, and was completed in 1951 (although much of the building was in use by 1950). This
Recreation Hall replaced one built in 1932 that burned down in 1946. A retaining wall was added in
1954, along with a new film-storage vault.”

71 St. Paul Is. Agent’s Annual Report for the Year Ended March 31, 1933 [supplement], unpaginated (NARA, Pacific Alaska
Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 33, folder 6 “Abstracts Reports Annual,” FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports
1929-1963).

72  St. Paul Is. Agents Annual Report for the year ended March 31, 1933 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22
box 33, folder 6, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963); and Martin, Before the Storm, 9.

73 Annual Report of the Pribilof Islands Management Program, 1976: 4 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

74 Permanent Improvements Report for St. Paul Island, Alaska, Covering the Period April 1, 1930 to June 30, 1930; and
Permanent Improvements Report for St. Paul Island, Alaska, Covering the Period July 1, [1931] to March 31, 1932 (NARA,
Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 33, folder 1, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Permanent Improvements).

75 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, for the year ending March 31, 1947: 13 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region,
Anchorage, RG 22, box 1, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

76 Thompson, Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries: 1954, 55.
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Physician’s House/Dispensary (Building J; XPI-041): Built in 1924-25, the Physician’s House
was joined with the Hospital in 1974 by a large central building. The combined buildings served St. Paul
until 2006, when a new St. Paul Health Center was built. In 1941-42, author Fredericka Martin resided
in this building with husband Samuel Berenberg, and where she began her draft of her book Before the
Storm. During 2007, a portion of the building was used by the Aleut Community of St. Paul Island-
Tribal Government to examine, sort, catalog, and scan a cache of historical government documents
stored in the basement of the old Bureau of Commercial Fisheries Office's walk-in vault.

Employee’s Cottage 1/Teacher House 101 (Building E; HABS AK-206; XPI-032): Completed
in 1925, Teacher House 101 was originally called Concrete Dwelling No. 1; it has also been called
Employee Cottage 101. Dr. Van Volkenberg and his wife were the first occupants of this dwelling.”
Later, the cottage housed various government employees working on St. Paul Island. At some point this
dwelling, along with the other Employee Cottages, became labeled “Teacher Houses.” In the mid 1990’s,
the building went unoccupied and fell into disrepair. In 2007, the windows and doors of Teacher House
101 remained battened with plywood.

Employee’s Cottage 2/Teacher House 102 (Building D; XPI-033): Completed in 1924, Teacher
House 102 was originally called Concrete Dwelling No. 2; it has also been called Employee Cottage
102. The dwelling’s first occupants were storekeeper Lee C. McMillin and his wife, Dorothy.”® At some
point this dwelling, along with the other Employee Cottages, became labeled “Teacher Houses.” Teacher
House 102 was renovated for residential use in 2006—07.

Employee’s Cottage 3/ Teacher House 103 (Building C; HABS AK-207; XPI-036): Completed in
1924, Teacher House 103 was originally called Concrete Dwelling No. 3; it has also been called Employee
Cottage 103. The original occupants were schoolteachers Lon M. Hyde and Margaret L. Hyde.”” At
some point this dwelling, along with the other Employee Cottages, became labeled “Teacher Houses”
Teacher House 103 was renovated for residential use in 2006—07.

Noncontributing Resources

Manager’s House Quarters 3A/House 115 (Building FFF; XPI-143): This building was built in
1953 by the Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Commercial Fisheries to

house the family of the government manager in charge of commercial sealing on St. Paul Island.

In 1952, St. Paul Island’s agent, Clarence L. Olson, began negotiating plans for a Manager’s House
on St. Paul. In correspondence to his superiors in Seattle, Washington, and Washington, D.C., Olson
argued for the necessity of an attached garage: “[The house] is quite a distance from the employees
homes [sic] to the main garage and to avoid that walk at 2:30 every morning throughout the sealing
season the manager parks his vehicle at this house where it is subjected to damp inclement weather. The
manager puts in unusually long days throughout the year and he should have his means of conveyance
readily available at all times. Don’t you believe it wise to plan for these conveniences?”*® Although the
building plans do not show a garage, one is visible in the 1953 construction photographs.

77 Agent’s Log, St. Paul Island, Jan. 19, 1925 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, Series: Pribilof Island
Logbooks compiled 1870-1961).

78 1Ibid., Oct. 1, 1924.

79 Ibid., Nov. 3, 1924.

80 Quote from: Pribilof Islands Buildings, Clarence Olson, to Chief, Branch of Alaska Fisheries, Washington, DC, and
General Manager, Seattle, Washington, January 5, 1952; see also Plans for Residence, Pribilof Islands, Clarence Olson, to
Chief, Branch of Alaska Fisheries, Washington, DC, and General Manager, Seattle, Washington, January 21, 1952 (NARA,
Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 15, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

Duplex 108/109 (Building SS; XPI-031): Duplex 108/109 was constructed in 1957 in the area of
the former Naval Radio Station to house government staff.

House 112/Quarters 12 (XPI-140): House 112 is located within the area of the former Naval Radio
Station. The house was started in 1946 and completed in 1949 as housing for government staff.*’ The
dwelling was originally referred to as Quarters 12.%

House 113/Quarters 13 (XPI-139): House 113 is located within area of the former Naval Radio
Station. The building was completed in 1950 as housing for government staff and was originally referred
to as Quarters 13.%

Ice House (Building III; XPI-185): The Ice House, built in 1934, is located on the west shore of
Icehouse Lake, approximately one mile north of St. Paul Village at the bend in Polovina Turnpike that
passes on the west side of the lake. “Due to sufficient cement on hand, the unsafe condition and limited
capacity of the old ice house, a concrete structure was set in the hill side at Icehouse Lake. This makes it
possible to store enough ice for use in the village through the entire season”* Ice houses were in use on
St. Paul at least as early as 1915.

Old icehouse near upper end lagoon rebuilt last winter measures twelve by fifteen feet by nine feet inside. Walls
are rough pine double with four by four stids [sic] three feet apart roof gabled of one by twelve rough pine laid
clapboard style roof covered with two thicknesses turn and walls sodded [sic] to eaves around five feet thick at
bottom and three and half at top. Openings left at each gable one foot deep across entire end for ventilation
house filled with [ice] blocks twenty by twenty inches cut exactly and packed snugly like bricks interstices being
tightly packed with powered ice to make solid mass. Cakes placed on edge which best commercial practice. Top
covered with about six inches of loose straw. Think present charge will last two years.®

The 1925 St. Paul Island Log records on January 29, “Began work of cutting and storing ice in ice-
house at Icehouse Lake. The ice is about 18 inches in thickness. One hundred eighty three blocks were
cut and stored today. Seventeen workmen were used in this work”

Webster House (Building EEE; HABS AK-204): The current Webster House at Northeast Point
was built in 1934, replacing an earlier Webster House on the same site. “A three room structure with a
concrete foundation was started and completed at N.E. Point to replace Old Webster House, which was
badly depleted”®® Although the construction date of the original Webster House is uncertain, Henry W.
Elliott sketched the dwelling in 1872, calling it “Norton’s House,” which he included in his 1873 unpub-
lished report® that he also depicted on a map in 1873 (Vol. 2, p. 790). On another occasion, Elliott wrote
“When the indiscriminate [sic] sealing of 1868 was in progress, one of the parties lived here [Northeast
Point]...,” which suggests the individual may have been the mysterious “Norton.”*® By the time of Elliott’s

81 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, for the year ending March 31, 1947: 13; and Agent’s Annual Report, St.
Paul Island, March 31, 1950: 18 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 1, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program,
Annual Reports 1929-1963).

82 Manager’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, for the year ending March 31, 1952: 11 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region,
Anchorage, RG 22, box 15, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

83 Ibid.

84 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island for the Year Ended March 31, 1935, unpaginated (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region,
Anchorage, RG 22, box 33, folder 6, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

85 St.Georgels. Agent’s Log, May 28, 1915 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, Series: Pribilof Island Logbooks
compiled 1870-1961). This information was wired by St. Paul Agent Harry Fassett to St. George for reasons unknown.

86 Agent’s Annual Report for the Year Ended March 31, 1935, unpaginated (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG
22, box 33, folder 6, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

87 Elliott, Report on the Prybilov Group, or Seal Islands of Alaska (Washington, DC: GPO, 1873), unpaginated. [Note that
only 75 copies of this report are known to have been printed. Victor B. Scheffer, “They Stopped the Press on His Book,’
Pacific Discovery, 30, no. 1 (1977): 27, cited Elliott: “[a] report of mine made upon the Pribylov islands in September, 1873,
and ...printed by the Treasury Department during my absence in Alaska. Owing to causes of which I have necessarily no
personal knowledge, only 75 copies of this report were struck off”]

88 Henry W. Elliott, Our Arctic Province, Alaska and The Seal Islands: 317 (NY: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1887).
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1881 publication, The Seal-Islands of Alaska, the house was recognized as “Webster House”® Daniel
Webster worked as an agent for the ACC from 1870 to 1890 and then for the NACC from 1890 until
his death on St. George Island in 1900.”° Webster lived at the house during the sealing season. After
his death, the cabin continued to shelter laborers during the seal harvest at Northeast Point. Webster
House is currently owned by TDX.

Naval Radio Station: The installation of a temporary Naval Radio Station on St. Paul Island com-
menced on June 16, 1911. The station gradually brought many changes to St. Paul Island, such as radio
communications with the outside world, electricity, and windmills for water supply. In 1946, the St. Paul
government agent wrote, “The radio station group of buildings, built some 25 years ago and transferred
from the Navy in 1937, are in such poor condition that no more money should be expended in an at-
tempt to make them livable for employees” The agent continues with descriptions of the failing heating,
plumbing, and sewer systems. He ends his commentary with “Five employees families are quartered
there and are subjected to these conditions”! Similar comments were repeated in 1947, the St. Paul

«

government agent wrote, “..the old Radio Station buildings now being used for some are so poor that
it is impossible to keep employees anywhere near satisfied,”*> and “Authorization was received in 1946
for the building of another cottage [Quarters 12] for employees, so the foundation for it was put in last
fall. It is located just west of the Radio Station area, and will be the first of a row of such cottages extend-
ing eastward through the center of this old Navy Radio Station area. The old Radio buildings will all be

razed in time.

Only four buildings and four structures constructed by the navy survived to the present time. These
survivors include the Electrical Shop (E-Shop, XPI-020), House 105 (XPI-137), Duplex 106/107 (XPI-
139), Shingle Shed (XPI-148), the concrete pad of the tennis court (XPI-150), and three windmill well
concrete pads with enclosed pumps, which do not have XPI numbers.

Naval Radio Station E-Shop/Navy Power Plant/Head Start Building (Building RR; HABS AK-
220; XPI-020): The concrete Electrical Shop (E-Shop), with an attic, was constructed in 1919 to power
the Navy Radio Station. The E-Shop was renovated during the first decade of the second millennium for
the Head Start Program for St. Paul Island.

House 105/Staff Quarters 105 (XPI-137): Built in 1931, as the radio operator’s house by the U.S.
Navy, the dwelling became part of the Bureau of Fisheries staff quarters when the navy turned over the
Naval Radio Station complex and its buildings to the agency in 1937. A 1972 report describes the build-
ing as “Q-105,” containing two stories and 1,322 square feet with a basement. A State Trooper occupied
the house at this time, but NMFS staff was scheduled to move in July 1, 1972.%

Duplex 106/107 (Building QQ; XPI-139): This duplex was constructed prior to 1922 when it was
evident on a map of the U.S. Navy Radio Station complex. Building QQ was moved in 1952 to align it
with other structures of the former Naval Radio Station complex.*

89 Elliott, The Seal-Islands of Alaska, 56-7.

90 Agent’s Log, St. Paul Island, June 23, 1900: 462 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, Series: Pribilof Island
Logbooks compiled 1870-1961).

91 Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, April 1, 1945 to March 31, 1946: 3 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG
22, box 1, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

92 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, for the year ending March 31, 1947: 25 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region,
Anchorage, RG 22, box 1, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

93 Ibid, 13.

94 St. George People, 1972: 8 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22).

95 Manager’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, for the year ending March 31, 1952: 11, RG22, box 15, folder 1, NARA,
Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage.

Shingle Shed/Navy Shingle Shed (KK; XPI-148): Built circa 1919 for coal storage, this building
also belongs to the Naval Radio Station complex.

Navy Tennis Court (Site PP; XPI-150): Built in 1936, the concrete Navy Tennis Court was razed in
1967, although much of its 50' x 100’ concrete surface remains under an overgrowth of grasses.*

Industrial and Commercial Buildings, and Structures

Most of the sealing-industry buildings recognized by contributing resources to the 1986 NHLD
nomination have since been demolished for either safety or redevelopment. The contributing resources
still standing as of 2008 are listed within this section. Additionally, noncontributing resources remain-
ing in the former sealing industrial-area are briefly described. Buildings and sites used to support com-
mercial sealing were and are spread along the bottom of Village Hill at the end of Tolstoi Boulevard. On
the sand flats between the community and Village Cove are the: Fouke Bunkhouse; Machine Shop; Store
with Warehouse, Biology Lab, and Laundry; Five-Car Garage; Six-Car Garage; Naval Electrical Shop
(E-Shop); Alaska Dormitory; sites of the former Wash Houses A and B (Blubber House); Salt Houses
A (Barreling Shed) and B; and Paint Shop. A variety of other noncontributing resources that either for-
merly supported the sealing industry (e.g., By-Products Plant) or continue to support the seal harvest
are also briefly described below.

Contributing Resources

Fouke Bunkhouse (Building Q; HABS AK-213; XPI-044): Built in 1931-35," the Fouke
Bunkhouse seasonally served up to thirty-six employees of the Fouke Fur Company, and sometimes

Alaska Natives brought into work on the island. In 1948—49, another story was added to the bunkhouse
that included twelve 2-man rooms. In addition, the existing lounge area was enlarged by tearing down
interior walls, and two rooms were converted into the quarters and office for the company superinten-
dent.”® In 1964, a remodeling effort was initiated to turn the building into office space. This included a
new stairway to replace the original one®” and new partitions.'® The building went into non-use some-
time later. TDX and Trident Seafoods resided the Fouke Bunkhouse ca. 2007.

Machine Shop (Building S; HABS AK-214; XPI-045): Construction of the wood-frame Machine
Shop was completed in 1939; a two-floor addition was added in 1951, and a steel framed, sheet metal
Connector Building (razed February 2006) linked the Machine Shop to the Equipment Garage (razed

96 “Real Property-Pribilof Islands,” prepared by the U.S. Dep. Inter., FWS, Div. of Realty, June 30, 1970.

97 Agent’s Annual Report for the Year Ended March 31, 1933, unpaginated (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG
22, box 33, folder 6, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963); and Agent’s Annual Report for the year
ending March 31, 1936 [aka Report of the Agent & Caretaker, St. Paul Island, Alaska], unpaginated (NARA, Pacific Alaska
Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 33, file 6, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

98 Agent’s Annual Report for St. Paul Island, Alaska, for the year ending March 31, 1939 [aka Report of the Agent and
Caretaker, St. Paul Island, Alaska, March 31, 1939]: 14 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 33, folder 6,
FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

99 Monthly Activity Report, Island Manager, St. Paul Island, January 20, 1964, unpaginated (NOAA, NMML Library Fur-
Seal Archives, Seattle).

100 Monthly Activity Report, St. Paul Island, February 17, 1964, unpaginated (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives,
Seattle).
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2007) sometime between 1987 and 1993.1! In 1965, high winds blew the roof off the Machine Shop. A
temporary roof was put on in April 1965,°> and repairs to the building were completed at the end of
September.'”® NOAA re-covered the roof again in 2006. The heavily corroded Connector Building was
razed in 2005.

Six-Car Garage (Building V; HABS AK-219; XPI-048): Built in 1954; a 1985 assessment gave the
measurements of the building as 73' 2" x 24'.!%* The garage housed government vehicles and tractors.

Noncontributing Resources

Extant Buildings

Anderson Building (Building N; XPI-214): The Tanadgusix Corporation began construction of
the Anderson Building ca. 1984, and leased it to Unipak Corporation to use as a seafood storage facili-
ty.!® The 1986 Seal Islands NHL nomination included a 1985 photograph of what is currently referred
to as the Anderson Building. The 1986 nomination stated “a Butler building type of addition runs per-

pendicular to and away from the blubbering house [Washhouse A]” The building was leased to other

seafood companies in subsequent years including UniSea, Inc. and Trident Seafoods.'%

Community Store/Warehouse/Laboratory (Building NN; XPI-141): Built 1954 to 1955 by the
Swalling Construction Company of Anchorage, Alaska, this building was constructed “to provide ware-
house space and to house the store, post-office, laundry, jail, and fur-seal research laboratory”'*” The lab
area became the home of the Aleut Community of St. Paul IRA (Tribal Government) during the 1980’s
and it relocated to a new facility on Ellerman Heights in 2005.

Garco/NMFS Warehouse (Building X): This sheet-metal building was constructed in 1965-66'%
to store vehicles and supplies used in the government sealing industry. The building was re-skinned in
2009.

Combine Shop (Building Y): This building was constructed in 1974 for use as paint, electrical, and
plumbing shops.

Laboratory/Administrative Building (Building Z): Constructed from 1975 to 1977, this sin-
gle-story frame building used by NMES is located east of the Salt Lagoon Channel and near the Staft

101 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, for the year ending March 31, 1938 [aka Report of the Agent and Caretaker,
St. Paul Island, Alaska, March 31, 1938], unpaginated; Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, for the year ending
March 31, 1939, unpaginated (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 33, folder 6, FWS, Pribilof Islands
Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963); and Black-Smith & Richards, Inc., 1985, “1985 Facility Condition Survey &
Value Assessment Excerpts, St. Paul Island, Alaska,” Parcel 41: 6-7, NOAA Facilities and Logistics Division, Western
Administrative Support Center, Seattle.

102 Monthly Activity Report, St. Paul Island, April 21, 1965, unpaginated (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

103 Monthly Report, Pribilof Management, September 1965, unpaginated (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives,
Seattle).

104 Black-Smith & Richards, Inc., 1985, “1985 Facility Condition Survey & Value Assessment Excerpts, St. Paul Island, Alaska,’
NOAA Facilities and Logistics Division, Western Administrative Support Center, Seattle.

105 Final Corrective Action Plan: Anderson Building and Five-Car Garage (TPA Site 9), July 15, 2003: 2.

106 According to Larry Merculief, CEO of the Tanadgusix Corporation in the early 1980, no plans for the Anderson Building
were under way when he moved from St. Paul Island in 1985 (phone conversation with Karla Sclater, May 20, 2010). A
2004 report states that the Anderson Building was constructed in 1987 by the Tanadgusix Corporation (NOAA, Final
Corrective Action Report, Site 25/TPA, Site 9j—Five Car Garage and Anderson Building, St. Paul Island, Alaska, October
28, 2004: 1). The building outline on the 1986 NHL nomination map of St. Paul (Map 5) is consistent with the extant
Anderson Building. In the 1986 NHL nomination form, the HABS designation “N” referred to the Blubbering House, but
it subsequently (date uncertain) and currently refers to the Anderson Building, which is located on the footprint of the
former Blubbering House.

107 Thompson, Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries, 1955: 67.

108 Annual Report of Sealing Operations, 1966: 10 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

Quarters (AA). The laboratory, primarily used for fur-seal research, has 3,064 square feet of interior

space.!®

Staff Quarters (Building AA): The Staff Quarters, an 8,000 square foot, two-story building, was
constructed from 1973 to 1975, provided nine efficiency apartments to house seasonal government
employees and contractors.'? “Finishing touches were put on the staff quarters” in 1976, providing “a
three-bedroom apartment for a resident family, eight efficiency-apartments for staff people assigned to
St. Paul for the summer, and six rooms with common bath and kitchen for transient employees”''! The
building received significant internal and external renovations in the mid to late 2000’s.

Receiving Warehouse (Building EE; XPI-220): Built in 1975 with dimensions of 40" x 100', and
4,000 square feet of floor space, the building provided “greater efficiency in handling cargo being offload-
ed by ships” During the 1990’s through 2009, it was leased by TDX to Icicle Seafoods for storage.''* The
building was reroofed and reskinned by Icicle Seafoods in 2007-08.

Equipment Garage/Halibut Plant (Building HH; XPI-219): Constructed in 1953, the Equipment
Garage became known as the Halibut Plant in the late 1980’s when it was used by the Tribal Government
to process fish. According to the government agent’s report of 1953, the structural design measured 44’
x 100'. The concrete structure was intended to store heavy equipment and vehicles.!* This building re-
verted to general storage by the Tribal Government in the 1990’s.

Alaska Dormitory (Building II; XPI-218): The Alaska Dormitory, completed in 1960, was infor-
mally called the Aleut Bunkhouse."* It housed Eskimo (Yupik and Inuit) and Aleut laborers brought in
to work on the island principally during the sealing season. It should not be confused with the Aleut
Bunkhouse at Northeast Point. In 1976, TDX, in agreement with the NMFS, operated a kitchen and
dining room in the Alaska Dormitory to feed all of the King Eider Hotel (Company House) guests,

“other transients including those government employees choosing to eat out, and provided the tradi-

tional sealers breakfast”!1®

Cascade Warehouse (Building JJ; XPI-217): Built in 1982 at the site of the former Coal Shed, the
Cascade Warehouse measures 80' x 190'. In 1985, the structure provided storage space for vehicles and
equipment owned by the City of St. Paul."*¢

Old Post Office/Duna’s Kitchen (Site LL; XPI-151): Built in 1967 on the site of the “old
powerhouse”"” The Old Post Office was listed as a noncontributing resource in the 1986 NHL nomi-

109 Annual Report of the Pribilof Islands Management Program, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, 1975, U.S. Dep. Commer., NOAA,
NMES, Feb. 1976: 6 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

110 Annual Report of the Pribilof Islands Management Program, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, 1973, U.S. Dep. Commer., NOAA,
NMES, Jan. 1974: 6.; and Annual Report of the Pribilof Islands Management Program, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, 1975, U.S.
Dep. Commer., NOAA, NMFS, Feb. 1976: 6 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

111 Annual Report of the Pribilof Islands Management Program, 1976: 6 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

112 Annual Report of the Pribilof Islands Management Program, 1975: 6 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).
The estimated date of construction in the Black-Smith & Richards, Inc., 1985, “1985 Facility Condition Survey & Value
Assessment Excerpts, St. Paul Island, Alaska,” Parcel 79, NOAA Facilities and Logistics Division, Western Administrative
Support Center, Seattle, was confirmed by the location of details provided in the 1975 Annual Report.

113 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, March 31, 1953: 15.

114 Aleut Bunkhouse Plans, Clarence L. Olson, Manager, St. Paul Island, Alaska, to General Manager, Seattle, Washington,
Apr. 29, 1958 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 28, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports
1929-1963).

115 Annual Report of the Pribilof Islands Management Program, 1976, 4 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

116 Black-Smith & Richards, Inc., 1985, “1985 Facility Condition Survey & Value Assessment Excerpts, St. Paul Island, Alaska”
Parcel 42, “#8 Cascade Bldg” building sketch, and 6. NOAA Facilities and Logistics Division, Western Administrative
Support Center, Seattle.

117 Pribilof Management Report for March 1967, Mar. 31, 1967 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

ST. PAUL ISLAND NARRATIVE REVIEW OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES 55



nation form. A 1968 report states “The community-constructed Post Office was opened for business
on February 7”8 The Old Post Office became a cafe, known as Duna’s Cafe, operated by the Aleut
Community of St. Paul-Tribal Government and Zinadia Melovidov between 2000 and 2006, after which
time it became vacant.

School District Office (Building MM; XPI-142): Built in 1986, the School District Office was
judged a noncontributing resource in the 1986 NHL nomination form. It is located on the site of the
former Canteen.

Five-Car Garage (Building OO; HABS AK-218; XPI-149): Built in 1964 to provide storage for
research vehicles, the Annual Report of Sealing Operations declared the building “much needed” and
that it also provided space for a small laboratory and pens to hold animal specimens.!* A 1985 facili-
ties assessment reported that the eastern portion of the garage provided a work area and that vehicles
were stored in the rest of the building. The building measured 75" x 24" and also had an attached 8' x 37
animal pen.'* The garage operated as an automotive repair shop and was called “Mike’s Auto” from ca.
1999 to 2003.'*

Assembly of God Parsonage (Building TT; XPI-216): The parsonage was built in 1966. Reverend
Alvin Capener and his wife, Lorraine, arrived on St. Paul Island in late 1965 to bring the Assembly of
God Church to St. Paul. It was the first (and only) nonOrthodox church on the Pribilof Islands. The
couple built the parsonage at that time. The Capeners initially were issued a ten-year land use permit
by the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries. After the ten-year period, the Capeners believed that the land
would be surveyed and the title would go to them. In late June 1981, TDX challenged the Capeners'
legal right to property ownership on St. Paul Island.** Ultimately, a court decision ruled in favor of the
Capeners, the Assembly of God Church retained title to the property, and the Capeners remained on
the island. Alvin Capener died March 1, 1986, at the age of 71, and was buried in Anchorage. Lillian
Lorraine Capener died September 26, 2000, at the age of 79, while still a resident on St. Paul Island.'*

Assembly of God Church (Building UU; XPI-215): This church was built in 1966 as a part of the
Reverend Alvin Capener’s mission on St. Paul.

Saltwater Well Houses/Saltwater Pump Houses (Buildings VV; HABS AK-215): Located on
Haul Road, north-northwest of the Machine Shop (Building S), these two pump houses appear on a
1969 map, labeled “S.W. Pump Hse 2” and “S.\WW. Pump HSE 47'?* Two Saltwater Well Houses pumped
saltwater into the Wash House in support of commercial fur-sealing operations. Although not listed
as a contributing resource in the 1986 NHL nomination form, the Saltwater Well Houses were photo-
graphed by the National Park Service in 2004 and a HABS number was assigned to the buildings.

St. Paul School (Building XX; XPI-212): Built from 1972 to 1973, the 20,000-square-foot build-
ing “was completed almost entirely by local Aleut workmen. Only an electrical foreman and the overall
project foreman were employed from off the island”*

118 Pribilof Management Report for February 1968, Mar. 11, 1968 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

119 Annual Report of Sealing Operations, Dec. 31, 1964 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

120 Black-Smith & Richards, Inc., 1985. “1985 Facility Condition Survey & Value Assessment Excerpts, St. Paul Island, Alaska”
Parcel 57. NOAA Facilities and Logistics Division, Western Administrative Support Center, Seattle.

121 Final Corrective Action Plan: Anderson Building and Five-Car Garage (TPA Site 9J), Petroleum Contaminated Soils, St.
Paul Island, Alaska, prepared by U.S. Dep. Commer., NOAA, Pribilof Project Office, July 15, 2003: 2.

122 Barabara A. Krizman, “Apostles of St. Paul,” We Alaskans: Anchorage Daily News Magazine, December 12, 1982: 8, 15.

123 Aleutian Island Gen Web Project, http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~akaleute/AleutianDeaths.htm (accessed June 3,
2010); see also, “Missionary Marks 50 Years in the Bush,” Ellensburg Daily Record, November 19, 1994: 2.

124 St. Paul Village [Map], by RWF, January 21, 1969.

125 Annual Report of Sealing Operations, 1974, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, Dec. 31, 1974: 6 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal
Archives, Seattle).

Fish Plant/Trident Building (Building YY; XPI-225): Built ca. 1996, the Fish Plant has been op-
erating as a seafood processing plant since 1996. It is referred to as the “Trident Building” because the
Trident Seafoods company currently leases the property from the Tanadgusix Corporation.

Log House (Building BBB; XPI-223): Built ca. 1996, this is a private two-story residence, built by
a Vietnam War veteran and his wife, both residents of St. Paul Island.

Frame House (Building CCC; XPI-224): This house is a private single-story residence built in
2000 atop Village Hill.

Civic Center (Building GGG; XPI-213): Built after 1986, the one-story Civic Center was con-
structed on the footprint of the old school house, which was razed in the early 1970’s after the new
(1972) St. Paul School was built.

Ellerman Heights Houses (Map 9): Plans for this subdivision began in 1963. Ellerman Heights is
located northeast of the old village and north of the new cemetery located on the inland slope of Black
Bluff. Houses in this area are outside the historic district and are listed as noncontributing resources
in the 1986 NHL nomination form. A 1966 government report states, “The first house foundation and
shell was constructed in the new village addition overlooking the lagoon entrance”’** No mention of
housing construction was found in either the monthly management reports or the “Annual Report for
Sealing Operations” for 1967. In 1969, “Construction and assembly of eight new pre-cut houses was
begun and is expected to be completed in the spring of 1970. The homes, with three bedrooms and full
daylight basements, are being erected in an area less than % mile from the present village site. Water and
electricity at the site are now available, but sewage disposal facilities are not expected to be completed
until the spring of 1970.** By late 1970, nine pre-cut house were occupied by Native residents.'?

Contributing Resources Razed since 1986

Among the ten listed contributing resources in the Administrative Buildings and Staff Residences
category that no longer dot the landscape are the Priest’s House, Laundry, and Movie Theater. Only
three of the ten buildings listed under the Commercial Center category remain, but in a deteriorated
state. The other seven, once contributing resources, located on the sand flats between the community
and Village Cove and since demolished include the Blubbering House, Kench House, Boxing Shed,
Equipment Garage, Small Frame Structure, and Paint Shop. The site of the former By-Products Plant
is located on a sand flat east of the Salt Lagoon Channel. Other historically noteworthy structures not
recognized in the 1986 nomination follow descriptions of the aforementioned contributing resources.

Laundry (Site I; XPI-040): This structure was constructed in 1926. Although judged a contributing
resource in the 1986 NHL nomination form, the Laundry was demolished before 1999 by the property
owner.

Theater (Site M; HABS AK-209; XPI-043): The Theater was constructed ca. 1964. Although listed
as a contributing resource in the 1986 NHL nomination form, it was demolished in 2008 by the property
owner.

126 Annual Report of Sealing Operations, 1966, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, Dec. 31, 1966: 11 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal

Archives, Seattle).

127 Annual Report of Sealing Operations, 1969, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, Dec. 31, 1969: 8 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal
Archives, Seattle).

128 Pribilof Islands Annual Report, For the Calendar Year 1970, 8; and Pribilof Management Report for September 1970: 2
(NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).
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Blubbering (Blubber) House (Site N): Built from 1930 to 1931. Although listed as a contributing
resource in the 1986 NHL nomination form, the Blubber House was razed sometime before 1987 to
make room for the Anderson Building.

Kench House (Site O): Construction on this building, also known as Salt House A, began in 1921
and concluded in 1924. In 1931, “A concrete foundation for a fifty foot extension to this building was
poured and the frame portion of the building will be erected during the coming year...”** In 1934, the
agent wrote “The 50 foot extension to salt house “A” was also completed. It will permit the use of two

additional kenches for salting seal skins and also provides a large room for barreling skins...”"*

Although listed as a contributing resource in the 1986 NHL nomination form, the Kench House was
razed sometime before 1987 to make room for the Anderson Building.

Boxing Shed (Site P; XPI-226): This building was constructed from 1921 to 1922. Although listed
as a contributing resource in the 1986 NHL nomination form, the Boxing Shed was demolished in 2001,
by the government. At the request of the SHPO, many 35mm and 6cm x 7cm photographs were taken
of the graffiti scribed by former workers in the building on interior walls and framing structures from
1929 to the “Last Day” on September 11, 1984.

Equipment Garage (Site R; XPI-034): This building was constructed in 1931. Although listed as
a contributing resource in the 1986 NHL nomination form, the Equipment Garage was demolished in
2007 by the government.

Small Frame Structure (Site T; XPI-046): Structure T is a bit enigmatic. The nomination states,
“May possibly be one of the houses constructed pre-1918. Abandoned”"*' Map 4 places Structure T
very near to the West Dock at Village Cove on St. Paul Island. Some photographs of the West Dock area
are presented later in the book, but whether Structure T is one of the small structures at West Dock
is uncertain. A 1996 report by Roads Archeology presents photographs purportedly of “Contributing
Structure T7*> However, the structure they depict is relatively distant from West Dock, although its
appearance could easily be regarded as a “pre-1918” structure. In this book, the structure described as
“Structure T” by Rhoads Archeology is recognized as “Saltwater House 2, which was still standing in
2008. Otherwise, the only small structure still near West Dock is a former concrete fuel Pump House,
which the authors discounted as Small Frame Structure (T) because it is situated in front of West Dock
and not to the west side of the dock as portrayed in Map 4.

Paint Shop (Site U; XPI-047): This wood frame building was constructed in 1931. Although listed
as a contributing resource in the 1986 NHL nomination form, the Paint Shop was demolished in 1987.

By-Products Plant (Site W): This wood frame building was constructed in 1918.'% The plant went
through many alterations and periods of inactivity.

129 St. Paul Agent’s Annual Report for the year ended March 31, 1932 [supplement], unpaginated (NARA, Pacific Alaska
Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 33, folder 6 “Abstracts Reports Annual,” FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports
1929-1963).

130 St. Paul Agent’s Annual Report for the year ended March 31, 1933 [supplement], unpaginated (NARA, Pacific Alaska
Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 33, folder 6 “Abstracts Reports Annual,” FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports
1929-1963).

131 Faulkner, “The Seal Islands,” 13.

132 Edward J. Tyler and K. Gregory Biddle, Report of Section 106 Review for Proposed Road Project #37 (1), Saint Paul,
Alaska, Juneau, AK: Bur. Indian Affairs., 1996: 25-6.

133 Bower, Ward T., Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries in 1918: 80. A construction date of 1917 is given in “Real Property-
Pribilof Islands,” prepared by the U.S. Dep. Inter., FWS, Div. of Realty, June 30, 1970, however, there is no mention of its
construction in Ward T. Bower and Henry W. Aller, Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries in 1917.

The byproducts plant at St. Paul Island, which had been rebuilt and equipped with modern machinery in 1931,
was overhauled and put in operation during the 1935 sealing season for the utilization of fur-seal carcasses.
Considerable difficulty was experienced in making the machinery operate after being idle for 4 years.!>*

In 1977, TDX took control of the plant in an agreement reached with the NMFS. The By-Products
Plant was demolished in 1988.

Other Noteworthy Historical Resources Razed since 1986

Diesel Tank Farm (Site BB): Built in 1962'*® and removed in 1988, the Diesel Tank Farm, located
atop Village Hill, consisted of seven aboveground tanks that stored diesel fuel, including arctic diesel.

Diesel fuel was pumped from Village Cove up to the tanks that supplied fuel to various locations through
pipelines by gravity feed. The tanks were reconditioned and relocated to a site east of the Salt Lagoon

Channel where they supply fuel to the island’s power generation system.'*

Gas Station (Building FF): A gas station was noted in the 1986 nomination as a noncontributing
resource and depicted on the nomination map without qualification. A gas station to serve the BCF
(Bureau of Commercial Fisheries), located immediately north of the Cascade Building (J]), is identi-
fied on a 1960 map. In 1966, “a former plumbing shop was converted into a village automotive repair
shop” The repair shop complemented “A service station with underground tanks...operated by the
Community....,” constructed in 1967 and began operations on February 9, 1968."*” The Native gas sta-
tion and automotive repair shop was demolished ca. 1990. A January 21, 1969, map of the St. Paul com-
munity (by Richard W. Frazier) similarly identifies two gas stations. The location of the Gas Station and
Garage (intended for Native use) on the two maps and a 1982 AeroMap U.S. photo is consistent with the
depicted structures on the 1986 nomination map, although not specifically identified as a gas station.

Concrete Foundation/Point Warehouse (Site GG): The Point Warehouse was built in 1924, re-
placing the old Point Warehouse building constructed in 1912.*® The 1924 Point Warehouse measured
48' x 100'. It was demolished circa 1958.

Concrete Foundation/Greenhouse (Site WW): Built in 1951, the greenhouse was used to supply
fresh produce to government employees residing in “cottages 1-2-3 and Government House.” A “second
greenhouse located by the radio cottages for their use is under construction and will be ready next
season. The old one [built ca. 1941] near the barn was completely demolished last winter in a wind
storm.”'* A greenhouse for the priest and family is evident near the Priest’s House in historical pho-
tographs from the 1930’s, but when it was built and ultimately demolished is not known. The earliest

134 Bower, Ward, T. Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries in 1935, U.S. Dep. Commer., Bur. Fish. Administrative Report No.
23: 49 (Washington, DC: GPO, 1936).

135 “Real Property-Pribilof Islands,” prepared by the U.S. Dep. Inter., FWS, Division of Realty, June 30, 1970.

136 Initial Draft, Corrective Action Report, Site 30/ TPA Site 11-Former Diesel Tank Farm, St. Paul Island, Alaska, Tetra Tech
EM Inc., February 13, 2004, ES-1.

137 Annual Report of Sealing Operations 1967, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, Dec. 31, 1967, 9C (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal
Archives, Seattle); and Memorandum, Roy Hurd to Regional Director, Pribilof Management Report for February 1968,
March 11, 1968 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

138 Agent’s Log, St. Paul Island, May 22, 1912; Agent’s Log, St. Paul Island, June 25, 1924 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region,
Anchorage, RG 22 Series: Pribilof Island Logbooks compiled 1870-1961); and Bower, Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal
Industries in 1924, U.S. Dep. Commer., Bur. Fish. Doc. No. 992: 148 (Washington, DC: GPO, 1925).

139 Manager’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska for the year ending March 31, 1952, 11; and Thompson, Alaska Fishery
and Fur-Seal Industries: 1952: 54. “Real Property-Pribilof Islands,” prepared by the U.S. Dep. Inter., FWS, Div. of Realty,
June 30, 1970 lists two greenhouses, each built in 1951.
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greenhouse on St. Paul Island may have been constructed with dimensions of 16' 9" by 32' 8" in 1923-24,

at an undetermined location.!°

ATCO Trailer Camp (Site ZZ; XPI-221): Built after 1986, the ATCO Trailer Camp was construct-
ed by TDX to house fish-processing employees and breakwater construction workers. The camp was
dismantled in 2008.*!

Aleut Bunkhouse at Northeast Point (Site HHH): Excavation for a new bunkhouse at Northeast
Point began in 1928; the building was completed in 1929.'** The new bunkhouse replaced an old one
built in 1875. The new quarters were described as an “attractive looking building 28 x 56 feet of frame
construction and concrete foundation. It has a kitchen, dining room and a large sleeping room contain-
ing 30 bunks. The old watchhouse was moved to a new site and will be used for a fox food cook house”'*
The bunkhouse provided quarters for Aleut laborers during the sealing season. A 2001 Site Closure
Report stated that only the concrete wall foundation remained.* A NOS Coast and Geodetic Survey
benchmark was installed in the top of the northeast corner of the foundation in 2000.

Power Plant (Site CC; XPI-035) and Power Plant Annex (Site DD): Built 1959-60, the Power
Plant operated from 1960 to 1998; it was razed in 2007. The Power Plant Annex located within 30 feet
west of the Power Plant was constructed of sheet metal over a concrete pad circa 1980 and razed in
2000.1%5

Two-Car Garage/Government House Garage (Building DDD; XPI-191): Built in 1945 for the
government General Manager on the island, the 1945 agent’s annual report declared that “It will be
known as the Government House Garage”'* The concrete foundation remains on Block 11, lot 8. The
1986 NHL Nomination Form did not consider this a historical resource.

Miscellaneous Historical Resources

The Pribilof Islands archival records offer a very illuminating perspective of life and conditions on
the islands. Many of the historical photographs, both landscape and aerial, provide views of buildings
and structures that challenge one’s ability to identify them even with written records. The following ac-
counts are meant to provide the reader with additional information to better interpret the photographic
record and to enhance one’s appreciation of living conditions on historical St. Paul Island. For example,
some photographs depict several unidentifiable structures (and cows) on what is now Ellerman Heights.

Carpenter Shop: “With installation of an oil-burning furnace in the Carpenter Shop, the last coal-
burner in a government structure on St Paul Island has been removed”'*” This Carpenter Shop was
located on the flat near the Native Gas Station.

140 “Permanent Improvements” 1924: 2 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 33, file 1, FWS, Pribilof Islands
Program).

141 History of Parcel 6f, the ATCO Building, and the Windmill Wells on St. Paul Island, Alaska, as it Relates to Soil and
Groundwater Cleanup Needs and Responsibilities, NOAA, NOS, ORR, June 2005: 2.

142 Agent’s Log, St. Paul Island, May 22, 1928—May 20, 1929 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, Series: Pribilof
Island Logbooks compiled 1870-1961).

143 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, 1930, unpaginated (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 15,
FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

144 Site Closure Report—Final, Former Aleut Bunkhouse (Non Two-Party Agreement Site). Pribilof Islands Site Restoration,
St. Paul Island, Alaska, June 6, 2001, prepared by Nortech Environmental & Engineering Consultants, Fairbanks, Alaska:
4.

145 The Power Plant Annex is clearly visible in a Oct. 16, 1982 AeroMap U.S. aerial photograph.

146 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, Year Ending, March 31, 1945, unpaginated (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region,
Anchorage, RG 22, box 15, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

147 Memo dated May 1968: Pribilof Management Report for April 1968 (NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle).

LORAN Stations: The U.S. Coast Guard constructed the first Long Range Aid to Navigation
(LORAN) station at Southwest Point on St. Paul Island in 1943. Several concrete pads and buried piping
remain at the site. Construction of a replacement station began in 1960 near the airport. LORAN tech-
nology became obsolete in first decade of 2000, and the St. Paul station was decommissioned in 2010.

Water Supply System: Supplying adequate quantities of potable water was quite an undertaking
on St. Paul Island. During the early American period, numerous wells were dug in and about the village
area, but brine quickly ended their utility.

The present [1915] water supply on St. Paul Island is derived chiefly from two small wells, one about
three-eighths and the other about five-eighths of a mile from the village near the eastern shore of the
salt lagoon. At one of the wells the Navy Department has installed a small gasoline engine and pump,
which lifts water to two 20,000 gallon tanks on the hill above the village. These tanks were built two
or three years ago. From the tanks water is piped to the village and to the radio station.!

The first mention of windmills on St. Paul was included with Albert Christoffersen’s 68 page report
to the Commissioner of Fisheries, H. M. Smith, Washington, D.C. titled “Operation of U.S. Fisheries’
By-Products Plant at St. Paul Island, Alaska during The Summer of 1921 accompanied by “A Report on
the Construction of: Water Works for St. Paul Village” The report included blueprints of the proposed
Water Works plan and a 1920 Village of St. Paul blueprint. He begins his discussion of the water issue
with

The greatest handicap for sanitary improvements in the village is the lack of sufficient supply of fresh, soft water,
but, for the richest corporation the world ever has seen, it should not be such an unsurmountable difficulty to
supply a couple of hundred people with this necessity of life. The water is there; anyone who has been on the
Island can see that; so all there is necessary is good will and some action and the water can be brought over in
the village in one summer.

To pump water with power generated from a steam boiler or gas engine on a place like the Pribilof Island must
be considered a very wasteful method, as probably the only thing available on the Islands in an abundance is
wind. Regardless of weather or conditions, there is always wind enough for operation of any size of windmill,
and why not utilize this power for pumping water when the Lord furnishes it free of charge. To erect two small
windmills, one for fresh and one for salt water, will only cost about half of what a gas engine with pump will cost,
and after that, they will work night and day with a minimum of attention, free of charge.

When one stops to consider the extended use of windmills for manufacturing purposes in some of the European
countries, it seems a wonder that something has not been done on these lines long ago. If the windmill ques-
tion on the Islands was investigated by competent men not already prejudiced against the case, I would not be
surprised in a few years to see an electric power station in operation, large enough to supply the whole village
with electric light and power.

Christoffersen resurrects his argument for the use of windmill power in his 1922 report. This time
he argued that the Navy Department for the prior two summers had tried unsuccessfully to drill arte-
sian wells and recommended that artesian wells not be attempted by the bureau on Lagoon Flats, but
to consider extending the water line to Icehouse Lake. He feared the Navy would take charge of the lake
soon if the bureau did not.

If the naval radio parties should not succeed in finding fresh water this summer, I should not be surprised to
see them take charge of Icehouse Lake. If they should, the Bureau will have to go to Kamanister — twice as far
away — or be without water.

To make Icehouse Lake the source of supply, it will require about 6,000 feet of 4 inch wood pipe. Pump and gas
engine bought last year are both big enough to pump the water from there. So all that would be needed is the
pipe.

Regardless as to whether the water is taken from Icehouse lake or from well dug on the Lagoon Flats, it will
always require the greater part of the time and attention of one white man to operate the engine and pump and
keep the system in order. Why not then get a windmill to do the pumping? Of one thing, we always have more
than enough on the Pribilofs and that is wind. Why not make use of it? There is always wind enough to operate a
windmill and there is little probability of anybody putting in a meter and charging us for the use of same. It will

148 Ward T. Bower and Henry D. Aller, Alaska Fisheries and Fur Industries in 1915, Bur. Fish., Doc. No. 834: 105 (Washington,
DC: GPO, 1917a).
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pump night and day without having a valuable man marking time and without consumption of gasoline. Some
manufacturers even guarantee that their windmills will not need oiling more than once a year and that their
pumps are frost-proof. (p.38)

In 1921, well drilling by the Navy and Bureau of Fisheries continued from the previous year at a
point between the radio station buildings and the village cove. A depth of 415 feet was reached without
finding a supply of water. Soon thereafter, Icehouse Lake provided St. Paul Village with freshwater from
the 1920’s to the 1950’s via windmill and a diesel-powered pump. Bureau of Fisheries Superintendent,
Harry J. Christoffers wrote in 1924, “When we have fully ascertained that there will be sufficient water
in Icehouse Lake to take care of the purposes of the Bureau we can consider permitting the navy to
use some of this water, but they probably would only be permitted to connect a hydrant for drinking
purposes only”'* In 1926, Agent and Caretaker Edward C. Johnston wrote, “Ice House Lake cleaned
out around margin. Windmill set up but not yet in working condition. The lake is almost up to normal

depth now.'** However, good water was not easily obtainable, as commented on by the agent in 1947
“The condition of the village water supply is just as bad as it has always been. To state the case mildly, it
is putrid. The recommendation that a competent Water Supply Engineer, be brought to St. Paul Island,

to plan and lay out a new water system is repeated.”’*!

In 1948, “The installation of the 4-inch pipe line from Stoney [Stony] Point Lake [Pumphouse Lake]
was completed.... All that remains ...is the setting up of whatever pump is to be used at Stoney Point
Lake, and the final connections and installation of the intake section there” Also, “The dredging of
Icehouse Lake, the local water supply, has been necessary also for some time, as it fills in and capacity
is lost. Lack of equipment has prevented anything being done, however, until this past fall [1948] when
trucks and power shovel were available, and a great deal was accomplished. An island in the center of
the lake remains to be removed by a drag-line arrangement; but the capacity has now been increased to
such an extent that there probably will be no need to work for shortage of water unless a particularly dry
year should happen along”'** Besides improvements being made towards the overall supply of potable

water, in 1947, “about ten of the natives piped water into their homes from the Water [sic] mains. This is
a great improvement in these houses. Incidentally, this work was done at their own expense”*>®

Later, wells located east of Telegraph Hill pumped freshwater to the village. The Icehouse Lake

Pump House was demolished in the early 1990’s. In 2004, residents deposited scrap wood at the site to
burn during community recreational events.!**

Outhouses: One of the earliest recorded entries about outhouse construction on the Seal Islands
occurred in 1892.

Three new privies were erected last fall [1892] for use of the natives. It was the intention to build 6 new ones as
an experiment, the material being furnished by the company [NAC] free of cost, but to be constructed by the
natives at no expense to the company. The company’s agent would only furnish material for 3, as the lumber was
scarce. He, however, gave an old privy which stood near the billiard hall and another which was near the north

149 Memo to H. H. Hungerford from Harry J. Christoffers, Nov. 21, 1924 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage RG 22,
FWS, Pribilof Islands, Program, box 33, folder 15).

150 Memo for Mr. Christoffers from Edward C. Johnston, Oct. 21, 1926, 1924 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage RG
22, FWS, Pribilof Islands, Program, box 33, folder 15).

151 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, for the year ending March 31, 1947: 26 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region,
Anchorage, RG 22, box 15, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

152 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, for the year ending March 31, 1949: 13; and Agent’s Annual Report, St.
Paul Island, Alaska, for the year ending March 31, 1948: 16 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 15,
FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

153 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, for the year ending March 31, 1948: 27 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region,
Anchorage, RG 22, box 15, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

154 Draft Site Characterization Report, Icehouse Lake (Site 36/TPA 14), St. Paul Island, Alaska, May 5, 2004, prepared by U.S.
Dep. Commer., NOAA, Pribilof Project Office, 10.

end of the village on the first street. The new ones were each divided into 4 compartments and one of the old

ones divided into 2, which furnish accommodations for 14 families. The old one near the end of the village was

moved farther up the street near which it stood, so as to be near the inhabited houses. To put it in place will

require the removal of considerable earth, which can be done when working on the new road. The privy sinks

are each 10 feet deep, and with other dimensions give to each about 80 feet of cubical contents. As yet they have

not been used much, which is probably due to the cold weather preventing them from visiting places they were

not accustomed to.'*®

Smokehouses: Several smokehouses adorned St. Paul Island over the years. In an early example,

following the shipwreck of the Brig Alexander, St. Paul Native Aggie Kushin purchased the wreck and
attempted

to cure the shoulders of the seals by a process similar to that by which pork is treated. The company kindly con-
tributed the use of an old, abandoned boat, which was turned upside down and by a little construction converted
into a smokehouse. Colonel Murray took hold of the matter vigorously, with the result that all the seal meat not
immediately needed for the consumption of the natives was put through the process for smoking. It remains to
be seen how readily seal meat will lend itself to this process of curing. The result may be seriously developed in
modern times in curing meats it seems as though some method might be utilized or developed whereby whole-
some seal meat in ample quantity and in a variety of forms might be provided for winter consumption.*
In another instance “There was one smokehouse built in 1945 to try out smoked seal meat for fox
food. The product went over very well with the foxes, but the storms that fall completely wrecked the

building, which was located at Lukanin killing field”"*”

U.S. Army Installations 1942-43: In 1946, the St. Paul government agent wrote “In 1942 and 43,
fox holes and trenches were dug by the Army throughout the village”**® Pits dug for artillery, storage
bunkers originally lined with wood plank floors, and other defense purposes are scattered about the
island. Numerous pits are seen inside outside the Lake Hill crater.

Condition of Resources—Summary

Since the 1986 nomination, contributing resources within the Seal Islands Historic District have
undergone significant alteration as will be evident in this book. Even the resolute fur-seal population
has dropped by more than 50% since the 1962 survey, although no additional rookeries have yet gone
extinct. Because of the various alterations, the National Park Service listed the Seal Islands Historic
District as “Threatened” in a statement that followed its 2004 site survey.

Threats include deterioration of structures, lack of maintenance, incompatible modifications to historic seal
industry buildings and demolition of several historic structures. On St. Paul, six of the ten contributing com-
mercial buildings have been demolished. Damp and windy climatic conditions combined with years of poor
maintenance have caused many historic structures to deteriorate. The application of incompatible and limited
life plywood siding to some of the concrete structures exteriors and houses along with new construction con-
tinues to threaten the Landmark. Most of the historic buildings will soon be transferred to a private owner. NPS
continues to provide some planning, grant review, Section 106 consultation, and interpretation assistance.'®

Resource conditions vary widely in St. Paul’s Historic District. The Church of the Holy Apostles
Saints Peter and Paul was renovated in 2004 using funds authorized by the Aleutian and Pribilof Islands
Restitution Act of 1988. In 2007, a traditional onion dome was placed on the church’s bell tower in cel-
ebration of the church’s 100th anniversary. The Government House was renovated during 2005-06 for
use as a museum; the Fouke Bunkhouse was renovated in 2008. The Company House (more recently

155 U.S.Dep. of the Treasury, Special Agents Division, Seal and Salmon Fisheries and General Resources of Alaska (Washington:

GPO. 1898), vol. 1: 420-21.

156 Ibid., 322.

157 Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, for the year ending March 31, 1947: 2 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region,
Anchorage, RG 22, box 15, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

158 Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Alaska, April 1, 1945 to March 31, 1946: 3 (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG
22, box 15, FWS, Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

159 http://tps.cr.nps.gov/nhl/detail.cfm?Resourceld=78&ResourceType=District (accessed August 11, 2011).
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known as the King Eider Hotel) was condemned and remains vacant, and many other buildings and
structures have gone into disrepair. Since the 2004 site survey, two additional contributing resources
were demolished, so that only three of the ten sealing industry buildings identified in the 1986 nomina-
tion remain. Faulkner stated in the 1986 NHL nomination form that St. Paul lacked any local ordinances
or protective management policies to address the historic buildings or the old village sites. This condi-
tion remains in effect along with a prevalent apathy towards the Seal Islands historical seal-industry
legacy.
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HISTORICAL MAPS AND
PHOTOGRAPHS OF ST. PAUL VILLAGE
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Map. Loud, Abial P, artist. 1886. “A Plan of the Town of St. Paul. Lat. 57-7-9N. St. Paul Island, Alaska Terr. Lon. 170°=17'52"W. A.P. Loud, Treas. Agnt.” Photographs and
Charts of Treasury Agent Abial P. Loud, documenting the period ca. 1885-ca. 1889. General Records of the Department of the Treasury, 1775-2005, Record Group (RG) 56; NARA—Pacific Alaska Region (A).
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ST. PAUL ISLAND.

Photographer unknown. 1906. View of St. Paul Village, late-nineteenth century. Photograph. From U.S. Department of Commerce and Labor,
1906. Alaskan Seal Fisheries, vol. 8, plate between pp. 60—61.
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Cyanotype Photograph No. 22-Loud-05 (Photographer Abial P. Loud), 1886; View of St. Paul Village, (annotated by NOAA). Photograph. RG 56; NARA—Pacific Alaska Region (A).

1. Storehouse 6. Aleut Housing

2. Alaska Commercial Company Storehouse 7. Church

3. Government Shop 8. Government House
4. Store 9. Priest’s House

5. Alaska Commercial Company Dwelling House (Company House) 10. School
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Miller, Norman Briscoe, photographer. Circa 1895. St. Paul Village, from Village Hill. The cupolas on the
Miller, Norman Briscoe, photographer. Circa 1890. St. Paul Village, with shallow lake in foreground. The Church of the Holy Apostles Saints Peter and Paul no longer have windows or domes. Photograph. University of
cupolas on the Church of the Holy Apostles Saints Peter and Paul still have windows and domes. Photograph. Washington Libraries, Special Collections: UW 595.2.

University of Washington Libraries, Special Collections: UW 595.4.

LaVoy, Merl, photographer. July 1925. Panoramic view of St. Paul Island Village taken from Cemetery Hill. Photograph created from a scan of a positive print. NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle.
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Administration, RG 370; NARA—Pacific Alaska Region (A).
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Walter P. Miller, photographers. 1914. View of St. Paul Village from path to East Landing (annotated by NOAA). Photograph. From Washington State Historical Society, Tacoma,
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1. Government Shop
2. Store

3. Bowling Alley

4. Company House
5. Native Shop

A

Photographer unknown. 1914. St. Paul Village from top of Village Hill (annotated by NOAA). Photograph. Pribilof Islands Photographs Collection, no. 1976-0063-00045,
Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks.

6. Blacksmith Shop
7. Church

8. Treasury Building
9. Priest’s House

10. Junior School

11. Senior School 16. Toilet
12. Aleut Houses 17. Toilet
13. Laundry 18. Meat House
14. Sod Bath House 19. Toilet
15. Chicken House 20. Meat House
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Photograph No. 22-MP-3-68 (Photographer unknown), circa 1915. View of St. Paul Village from Cemetery Hill. Records of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, RG 370; NARA—Pacific Alaska Region (A).
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City Plan. Schara, Mark, draftsman. 2004. St. Paul Village, originally drafted by Dr. Hunter in 1915; re-drawn with revisions: HABS AK-62, Sheet 1 of 3. Courtesy National Park Service, Washington, DC.
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St. Paul Village
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Map (Artist unknown), circa 1919; St. Paul Village. Records of the ULS. Fish and Wildlife Service, RG 22, Box 12, Folder I; NARA—Pacific Alaska Region (A).
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Map (Draftsman F. D. E.), revised Oct. 22, 1936; St. Paul Village and
Naval Radio Station. (Cropped to show the radio station complex
and portions of St. Paul Village.) Records of the Bureau of Docks and Yards,
Record Group (RG) 71, Series I, Reel 1124; NARA, National Archives at College
Park, College Park, MD.
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Map (Artist unknown), 1927 corrected to 1931; St. Paul Village. Records of the ULS. Fish and Wildlife Service, RG 22, Box 25/10/01; NARA—Pacific Alaska Region (A).
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Chute, George Roger, photographer. Circa 1938. Aerial view of St. Paul Village under snow (annotated by NOAA).
Photograph. From Washington State Historical Society, Tacoma, WA: George Roger Chute Collection, S1991.51.2.325.
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Photographer unknown. 1941-1942. Aerial view of St. Paul Village (annotated by NOAA). Photograph. Fredericka Martin Collection, no. 91-223-253, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library,
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SAINT PAUL ISLAND
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ST. PAUL ISLAND, ALASKA:

Scale: 1 inch » Approximately 65 £L,

COVE

DRAJN B - LR STACY
o

T~

DEPARTMENT OF FUBLIC WORKS B CITY OF SAINT PAUL
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UNITED

DRAWN BY: MARK SCHARA
SAINT PAUL ISLAND DOCUMENTATION PROJECT, 2004

———.———————— .
City Plan. Schara, Mark, draftsman. 2004. St. Paul Village, St. Paul Island, Alaska, 1941 re-drawn with revisions: HABS AK-62 Sheet 2 of 3 Sheets. Courtesy National Park Service, Washington, D.C.
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Draftsman U.S. Army) February 3, 1943. St. Paul Village. Records of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, RG 370; NARA—Pacific Alaska Region (A).

) (

Map No. RG-22-PAR (no number

ST. PAUL ISLAND NARRATIVE REVIEW OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES

76



DE Fan 1 INT F- CORPS OF «WGINEERS, US. ARMY

LINCOLN 8IOHT o

N\

SN gt
ENELION BAY
\ < LEQEMD
PROOAES D
FILTL L - > " y x :::::-.‘.__-.‘.-.‘.‘ ‘ .‘.-.-,-:-:..—.‘.v.' g
T AT USSR S |

TYrd OF wORK: Abfistd & Cosonment Conplrichion

ST.PAUL AIRFIELD AND GARRISON
ST PAUL ISLAND, ALASKS

O 31 Paw FIELD PROGRESS REPORY
Lt PART € jees
/ , "Lt hoe B
- IR Zal P so— 0 MNOD SEPTOMBEA 84D }L‘]
Braeran ﬂ{\ \pm\'" MAP WY SAMA OF InE METRCE BamnilR .
L " ~ — orn N " - % Fenaliole B T L
-M‘:t.l-‘ * \ ~ 'E_L-':.:'ﬂ_;.' FUITE BANEL Be e et X ’ US ENCH (R OFFICE, SCATTLE, wilw,
frerfigern . e " o
Tt =2, amte, 6o Conr 0 dmim" 4
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This map depicts the locations of army foxholes/fighting positions, and bunkers constructed during 1942-1943.
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Kenyon, Karl W., photographer. 1946. “St. Paul Village” July 7, 1946. Photograph. NOAA, NMML Library, Seattle: Victor B. Scheffer Collection, Fur-Seal Archives, neg. no. FWS 589.
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Scheffer, Victor B., photographer. n.d. “Aerial view of St. Paul Village,” Naval Radio Station Complex (far left) before re-location of some buildings in 1952. Photograph. NOAA, NMML Library,
Seattle: Victor B. Scheffer Collection, Fur-Seal Archives, neg. no. 1948.
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System, April 1951. Map. U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish & Wildlife Service, Branch of Alaska Fisheries.
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Olson, Clarence L., photographer. Circa 1953-1954. Panorama of St. Paul Village. Photograph. Courtesy Clarence L. Olson Collection; Anchorage Museum, B90-8-3 and B90-8-2.
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Plan. Ellerman, Roy, engineer; Cheaver, J., draftsman. Drafted April 21, 1959; approved January 3, 1961. “Plan, St. Paul Island Diesel Fuel & Gasoline Storage & Distribution System. Department of
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Baltzo, Charles Howard, photographer. July 1960. View of St. Paul Village with the Five-Car Garage (foreground, far left); a Greenhouse; and the Community Store Building (foreground center). Photograph (35mm slide).
Courtesy Ann Baltzo.
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Map. Circa 1966-67. St. Paul map. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Commercial Fisheries. Map redrawn by Cheryl Montgomery, NOAA, with some additional labels added for clarification.
2011. Map original in the City of St. Paul, Alaska Map Library.
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Map. Frazier, Richard W., engineer, U.S. Bureau of Commercial Fisheries. Jan. 21, 1969. Village Development Plan. Map. From Don C. Foote, et. al., St. Paul Community
Study: an Economic and Social Analysis of St. Paul, Pribilof Islands, Alaska (College, AK: Institute of Social, Economic and Government Research, University of Alaska, 1968), 90. Copy of original at
NOAA, NMML Library, Seattle.
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Map. Draftsman unknown. August 2, 1968. (Sheet 1) U.S. Survey no. 4943, Alaska, Tract “A” St. Paul Townsite, U.S. Dept. of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. NOAA, NMML

Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle.
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Scheffer, Victor B. and Karl W. Kenyon, photographers. Circa 1948. Aerial photograph of St. Paul Village. Photograph.
Victor B. Scheffer Collection. NOAA, NMML Library, Fur-Seal Archives, Seattle, neg. no. 188.
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AeroMap U.S., photographer. 1982. St. Paul Island Village,
October 16, 1982. Aerial photograph. AeroMap ULS., Anchorage,
Alaska.
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City Plan. Schara, Mark, draftsman. 2004. St. Paul Village, St. Paul Island, Alaska, 1993; re-drawn with revisions: HABS AK-62 Sheet 3 of 3 Sheets. Courtesy National Park Service, Washington, DC.
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View looking north along Seward Street. Jet Lowe, photographer. Photograph (5x7). Library of Congress: HABS

View looking north along King Street. Jet Lowe, photographer. Photograph (5x7). Library of Congress: HABS AK- AK-62-30, 2004

62-32, 2004.

Panoramic view from hill between Sandy Lane and Haul Road, looking east, with ATCO building
View of the City of St. Paul, looking from Zoltoi Sands. Jet Lowe, photographer. Photograph (5x7). Library of in foreground and construction of new health clinic in background. Jet Lowe, photographer. Photograph
Congress: HABS AK-62-10, 2004 (5x7). Library of Congress: HABS AK-62-10, 2004.
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View looking north along Sea View Street. [Foreground, House 20] Jet Lowe, photographer. Photograph (5x7). Library of Congress: HABS AK-62-31, 2004.
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Map. (Sheet 2 of 2) Community Map, St. Paul, Alaska. May 15, 2006. Aleutian Pribilof Islands Association (APIA) and Alaska Department of Commerce, Commerce and Economic Development. Alaska Community Profile Maps are avail-
able in digital format on CD-ROM or internet (http://www.commerce.state.ak.us/dca/planning/land_mngt/land_management.htm) from the Alaska Division of Community and Regional Affairs.
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Photographer unknown. 2006. Aerial view of St. Paul Village. Photograph (digital).
NOAA, NOS, Pribilof Project Office, Seattle.

Photographer unknown. 2006. View of St. Paul Village looking southwest from Airport
Road, June 15, 2006. Photograph (digital). NOAA, NOS, Pribilof Project Office, Seattle.
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Archeological Sites

Six archaeological sites listed in the 1986 NHL nomination form include Zapadni Village, the
School Site, Webster Lake, Polovina (Halfway Point), Lukanin Hill, and Vesolia Mista. The AHRS listed
ten archaeological resources: Lincoln Bight—originally called Tsammanah, locals refer to this site as
Tasmania! (XPI-010); Cone Hill Rock Shelter (XPI-014); Maroonitch, also spelled Marunich, and some-
times referred to as North Hill or North Point (XPI-001); Webster Lake (XPI-009); Vesolia Mista (XPI-
016); Little Polovina Hill (XPI-017); Polovina (Halfway Point; XPI-008); Lukanin Hill (XPI-011); School
Site (XPI-006); and Zapadni (XPI-007). Map 11 depicts eight sites with the “Old Village Site” repre-
senting the “School Site” and “Polovina Village” representing “Polovina Site” The “Little Polovina Hill”
and “Cone Hill Rock Shelter” sites are not depicted on Map 11. Map 12 depicts all the sites except the
“School Site” and “Cone Hill Rock Shelter”

Anthropologists Douglas W. Veltre and Allen P. McCartney noted in their 1994 survey of early
Russian and Aleut settlements on St. Paul Island that the documentation on the history of settlements
on the island was “quite limited” Only one previous archaeological survey was conducted prior to
Veltre and McCartney’s survey. In 1966, Alan Bryan of the University of Alberta, assisted by Robson
Bonnichsen and Ross Thompson, investigated sites on St. Paul and St. George islands. They found no
evidence that early man inhabited the Seal Islands. Bryan recommended examining Russian settlement
sites to better understand Aleut cultural change on the Pribilof Islands.?

Maroonitch (Marunich) XPI-001: Maroonitch sits northeast of North Hill and southeast of North
Point on the north-central coast of St. Paul Island (Map 13). Elliott wrote that the name came from
a man named “Maroon,” who established “a pioneer village” Veltre and McCartney’s 1994 survey of
the site differed from Bryan’s earlier investigation. They found the remains of only four (possibly five)
barabaras (Map 14) instead of the nine noted by Bryan. “However, we also found several smaller pits
that are clearly not barabara remains, but could be the remains of storage caches or other structures.
Further, just to the west of these features is a small pond, natural feature presumably present during
Bryan’s survey* The features found were:

defined by a combination of raised sod berm or wall surrounding an interior area at least
slightly lower than the surrounding ground surface. The four large features are all thought
to be houses; three of them have two rooms of different sizes, with possible entryways—evi-
dent as breaks in the sod walls—present in each case in the smaller of the two rooms. Several
large whale bones are present Feature 2. It is possible that Feature 1 actually consists of two
separate house structures, since Sections A and B are separated by a thick wall having no
evidence of a break or passageway.’

School Site (XPI-006): The 1986 NHL nomination form listed the School Site (location unspeci-
fied) as a resource. The Alaska Heritage Resources Survey form (XPI-006) states that the School Site is

1  This area was referred to as “Tsammanah” by Elliott on the frontispiece map in his 1881 Seal-Islands of Alaska; locals call
it “Tasmania,” see Douglas W. Veltre and Allen P. McCartney, “An Archaeological Survey of the Early Russian and Aleut
Settlements on St. Paul Island, Pribilof Islands, Alaska,” report submitted to TDX [Tanadgusix] Corporation, St. Paul,
Alaska, 1994: 34; and Fredericka Martin, Before the Storm, ed. Raymond Hudson, (Fairbanks, AK: Univ. of Alaska Press,
2010), 272, who uses the spelling “Tsammana.”

2 Veltre, and McCartney, “An Archaeological Survey,” 13; and Alan Lyle Bryan, “An Archaeological Reconnaissance of the
Pribilof Islands, AK Dep. of Nat. Res, Div. of Parks, Off. Of History and Archaeology, 1966,” unpaginated.

3 Henry W. Elliott, The Seal Islands of Alaska (Washington, DC: GPO, 1881), “Explanation Notes and Comments upon
the Map of St. Paul Island,” introductory pages, unpaginated; and a Maroon Nakock is listed (no. 84) in the Appendix of
Elliott’s Report on the Prybilov Group, or Seal Islands, of Alaska (Washington, GPO, 1873), unpaginated. [Note: The print-
ing of this monograph was stopped, only 75 copies were saved.]

4 Veltre and McCartney, “An Archaeological Survey,’ 17 and 19.

5 Ibid, 19

“in front (on the seaward side) of the St. Paul Village school, Pribilof Islands” This site is based solely
based upon a surface collection of “Thirteen ceramic sherds [sic], one square nail and one flenser....
Artifacts are accessioned to University of Alaska Anchorage: UAA 83-3¢ D. W. Clark discovered these
artifacts in 1981.7

Zapadni (XPI-007): The largest of the Russian-period villages, Zapadni lies on top of an L-shaped
sand dune covered in grass and other vegetation on the southwestern coast of St. Paul Island, above
the Zapadni fur-seal rookery and haulout area on the shores of English Bay (Map 13). It measures ap-
proximately 564' x 164" with “at least 29 features” (Maps 16 and 17).® In 2008, Catherine Pendleton con-
cluded that Zapadni “continued to be visited or used since the island’s settlements were consolidated at
Polovina after 1799 Pendleton found artifacts from the Russian period as well as late nineteenth and
twentieth century materials.’

Polovina (Halfway Point; XPI-008): Following Henry W. Elliott’s and Alan Bryan’s reports, an-
thropologists Douglas Veltre and Allen McCartney examined the Polovina area (Map 18), finding noth-
ing on the dunes closest to the lake, but locating “over nine features in the area of the single barabara
marked on Elliott’s map,” including six features, many composed of sod walls that enclosed one or two
rooms, an oval depression, one oval-to-rectangular mound, and one small, deep pit (Maps 19 and 20).
The presence of fur seals and time constraints prevented investigation of Polovina Point, “where Elliott

places the old cemetery. This is an area that definitely warrants inspection in the future”*°

Webster Lake (XPI-009): In 1881, Henry Wood Elliott wrote that structures at Northeast Point
consisted of a Salthouse and Webster House, where “a squad of sealers” lived for a month during the
sealing season.!’ He also wrote that an old village site and cemetery were located here, noting that “the
turf lines of the decayed barraboras [sic] are still plainly visible”** Alan Bryan reported finding “at least
22 house depressions” in 1966, but Veltre and McCartney did not locate this site during their 1994 in-
vestigation (Map 21). However, they found depressions directly north and east of the Webster House
(Map 22)." These depressions, including at least one with whale ribs, were visible at least until 2007.**

Lincoln Bight (Tsammanah/Tsammana/Tasmania) XPI-010: Lincoln Bight, situated near the
northwestern point of St. Paul Island, occupies “areas at the eastern and western ends” of a small lake
(Map 23)."* Like Alan Bryan’s 1966 reconnaissance, Veltre and McCartney “located three features at
each end of the lake” (Map 24). One feature clearly showed a two-room design. In 1994, there was a
cabin close to the road on the western end of the lake that was used for recreational purposes and for
subsistence purposes, including the fall kittiwake hunting season.'

6  Faulkner, “The Seal Islands,” 14.

7  Veltre and McCartney, “An Archaeological Survey,” 20, did not investigate this site, but quoted the Alaska Historical
Resource Survey (AHRS).

8  Pendleton, “Changes in Aleut House,” 155.

9 Ibid, 192-93.

10 1Ibid., 27 and 31.

11 Henry W. Elliott, The Seal-Islands of Alaska, 56-7.

12 1Ibid., 57.

13 Veltre and McCartney, “An Archaeological Survey,” 34; and Agent’s Annual Report, St. Paul Island, Paul Island for the Year
Ended March 31, 1935, unpaginated (NARA, Pacific Alaska Region, Anchorage, RG 22, box 33, folder 6, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (FWS), Pribilof Islands Program, Annual Reports 1929-1963).

14 John Lindsay, Pribilof Project Office Manager, observation, 2007.

15 Veltre and McCartney, “An Archaeological Survey,” 34.

16 Ibid., 34 and 39.
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Lukanin Hill (XPI-011): Fredericka Martin wrote in the 1940’s, “Dimitri, the pump man...insists
there were once barabaras and a small village behind Lukanon, between it and Diamond Hill”*” Alan
Bryan reported in 1966 that Lukanin Hill, likely an early Aleut site, suffered disruption from the “con-
struction of U.S. Army quarters during WWII and was recently bulldozed again” Bryan found mammal
bones on the surface and Richard Hajny, a government biologist working on the island, found “a bone

projectile point and an artifact fashioned of two vertebrae fastened together*

Cone Hill Rock Shelter (XPI-014): Veltre and McCartney did not investigate this site in 1994. Alan
Bryan wrote that the site measured 7 yards wide by 10 yards deep and 6 feet high, overlooking a fresh-
water pond in a crater. Excavation of the site revealed disintegrated bones, charcoal flecks, and some
water-rolled pebbles amid sharp scoria.?”

Vesolia Mista (XPI-016): Henry W. Elliott described Vesolia Mista as lying at the head (northeast)
of Big Lake, “among the sand dunes there” Elliott reported that the site, translated as “Jolly Spot,” was
fondly remembered by elder Aleuts on St. Paul Island. Alan Bryan did not locate the site in his 1966
archaeological survey, noting that blowing sand dunes covered the area. Veltre and McCartney also
reported “on-going dune activity and no trace of an early settlement” They also stated that although the
AHRS inventory suggests that the Vesolia Mista site is the same as the Webster Lake site (XPI-009), “we

”21

believe, based on the specificity of Elliott’s map, that this is unlikely’

Little Polovina Hill (XPI-017): Veltre and McCartney did not investigate this site, but included a
description provided by the AHRS:

Series of house pits presumed cache pits on the edge of stabilized sand dune formations. The depressions are ex-
cavated into the slopes of the hillsides. Five barabaras with entrance tunnels were noted (one measures 13' x 13'
with a 2' x 6' entrance); all with wooden floors. Five house pits without tunnels, of about the same size, were also
observed. Three smaller pits, possible caches, were noted. Two very large pits located may also be man made.
Apparently, the site extends further to the north—additional features were reported. Local informant gave date
of abandonment as about 1820. ...Location: south of Polovina Hill, St. Paul Island.?

17 Martin, Before the Storm, 204.

18 Bryan, “An Archaeological Reconnaissance,” unpaginated; and quoted in Veltre and McCartney, “An Archaeological
Survey;” 39.

19 Bryan, “An Archaeological Reconnaissance,” unpaginated.

20 Elliott, The Seal-Islands of Alaska, 19; and Henry W. Elliott, Our Arctic Province, Alaska and The Seal Islands (NY: Charles
Scribner’s Sons, 1887), 231.

21 Veltre and McCartney, “An Archaeological Survey,” 40.

22 Ibid.

Map 12. General locations of archaeological sites of St. Paul Island, Alaska. Base
map from Elliott, 1887:322.
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Map 13. Detail of NOS Chart of the Maroonitch [Marunich] site area. From Veltre and McCartney, 1994: I6.
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Map 16. Zapadni site area. From Veltre and McCartney, 1994: 21.
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HISTORICAL ARTIFACTS

Historical Artifacts on the Pribilof Islands occasionally surface during diggings, excavations or by
beach and shoreline erosion processes. In addition to handmade artifacts, fossils or mammal bones
and teeth are also occasionally found. Walrus tusks in particular are a much sought after item on the
beaches by the island’s Natives. Very rarely, mammoth tusks and teeth turn up on the beaches or in lava
tubes. As fate would have it, St. Paul Island became the final refuge of the wooly mammoth species in
North America about 6,000 years ago.' The following images are some of those found in government
files. Also included is an image of various tools historically applied by the Pribilof seal industry. An un-
known number of Pribilof Islands’ artifacts are archived in various Alaska and worldwide institutions.
An unknown and poorly documented number are also held in private ownership.

1  K.J.Crossen, D. R. Yesner, D. W. Veltre, and R. W. Graham, “5,700 Year-old Mammoth Remains from the Pribilof Islands,
Alaska: Last Outpost of North American Megafauna,” Geological Society of America, 2005 Salt Lake City Annual Meeting,
Abstracts with Programs, 37: 463; and R. D. Guthrie, “Radiocarbon Evidence of Mid-Holocene Mammoths Stranded on an
Alaskan Bering Sea Island,” Nature 429 (2004): 746-9.

Scheffer, Victor B., photographer. 1949. “Sea otter figurine carved in wood

by a Pribilof Islander; April 1, 1949. Overall length 49mm. Excavated by

E.C. Johnston from Northeast Point midden, St. Paul Island, AK, ca. 1925”
Photograph. NOAA, NMML Library, Seattle: Victor B. Scheffer Collection, Fur-Seal Archives, neg.
no. 2513.

- ¥ 1l

Schefter, Victor B., photographer. 1940. Sealing tools: beam caliper, holding
bar, club, stripping tongs, sticking knife, and skinning knife. St. Paul Island,
Alaska; July 20, 1940. Photograph. NOAA, NMML Library, Seattle: Victor B. Scheffer
Collection, Fur-Seal Archives, neg. no. B-63988.
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Scheffer, Victor B., photographer. 1950. “Mammoth tooth, fossilized, found by
Xenophon Hanson on beach at NE Point, St. Paul Id., Als., June 1950 Length
235mm (9.25 in.); wt. 168 kilos.(3.7 1bs). Photograph. NOAA, NMML Library, Seattle:
Victor B. Scheffer Collection, Fur-Seal Archives, neg. no. 2778.

Schefter, Victor B., photographer. n.d. “Utensils carved from walrus ivory by
Pribilof Islanders, Russian occupation. Dug by E. C. Johnston from midden at
Northeast point, St. Paul Id., ca. 1925 Photograph. NOAA, NMML Library, Seattle: Victor
B. Scheffer Collection, Fur-Seal Archives, neg. no. 2515.

L B

Scheffer, Victor B., photographer. 1950. “Mammoth tooth, fossilized, found by
Xenophon Hanson on beach at NE Point, St. Paul Id., Als., June 1950 Length
235mm (9.25 in.); wt. 168 kilos.(3.7 1bs). Photograph. NOAA, NMML Library, Seattle:
Victor B. Scheffer Collection, Fur-Seal Archives, neg. no. 2777.
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Scheffer, Victor B., photographer. n.d. “Artifacts from old Russian-Aleut village
site, St. Paul Island. 25 May 1950. Found 1-3 feet below surface in sandy soil
during excavating for sewer (below present cow barn). Objects are of walrus
ivory, for the most part” Photograph. NOAA, NMML Library, Seattle: Victor B. Scheffer
Collection, Fur-Seal Archives, neg. no. 2773.
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Schefter, Victor B., photographer. 1950. “Cooper plate and hollow copper ball”
May 25, 1950. Photograph. NOAA, NMML Library, Seattle: Victor B. Scheffer Collection, Fur-
Seal Archives, neg. no. 2776.
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Schefter, Victor B., photographer. 1950. “Artifacts from old Russian-Aleut vil-
lage site, St. Paul Id. May 25, 1950. Found 1-3 feet below surface in sandy soil
during excavating for sewer (below present cow barn). Objects are of walrus
ivory, for the most part”” Photograph. NOAA, NMML Library, Seattle: Victor B. Scheffer
Collection, Fur-Seal Archives, neg. no. 2774.
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Scheffer, Victor B., photographer. May 25, 1950. “The harpoon in center is made
of a dense, dark-brown material, apparently not ivory”” Photograph. NOAA, NMML
Library, Seattle: Victor B. Scheffer Collection, Fur-Seal Archives, neg. no. 2775.

| Scheffer, Victor B., photographer. n.d.
“Mattock fashioned from sea-lion rib?
or whale rib? Walrus? Found buried in
midden at NE Point, St. Paul Id, Alaska,
| by E.C. Johnston, ca. 1925 Photograph.

| NOAA, NMML Library, Seattle: Victor B. Scheffer
| Collection, Fur-Seal Archives, neg. no. 2517.
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Schefter, Victor B., photographer. Circa 1949. “Art work in
walrus ivory and seal teeth: crochet hook made by Isidor
Nederazof, St. George island, in the 1920’s; tooth trinkets,
sea-lion, St. George Id; collar buttons, walrus ivory; walrus
figurine by Neon Tetoft, St. Paul Island; cloth holder (sewing
aid) excavated at NE Point midden, St. Paul Island; ca. 1925,
by E. C. Johnston. Photograph. NOAA, NMML Library, Seattle: Victor

B. Scheffer Collection, Fur-Seal Archives, neg. no. 2514.

e

N .

Lindsay, John A., photographer. 2001. Redwood brine tank used in the Wash House on St. Paul Island to

wash sealskins. The tank was moved to a site at the airport. It was damaged during snow plowing during

2007. Photograph (6x7cm). NOAA, NOS, Pribilof Project Office, Seattle: sheet JL110930.3, neg. 3819.

Baltzo, Charles Howard, photog-
rapher. 1962. Walrus skull. The

tag in the photo states: “Female
walrus found dead on Polivina
[Polovina] sands, St. Paul Island July
7,1962. G. Lyons.” Photograph. NOAA,
NMML Library, Seattle: C. Howard Baltzo
Collection, Fur-Seal Archives, no. 44.
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Photograph No. 22-HE-29 (Artist Henry W.
Elliott), 1872; “The East Landing at St. Paul's, July
17, 1872, view from Kitovi Rookery toward Black
Bluffs, East Landing, and Reef Rookery. Photograph
of painting. Records of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,

RG 22; NARA, Special Media Archives Services Division,
National Archives at College Park, College Park, MD.

.

e
Photograph No. USBF 2.27 (Photographer G Dallas Hanna), circa 1907-1921; Vostochni Rookery at
Northeast Point showing thousands of fur seals. Records of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, RG
370; NARA—Pacific Alaska Region (A).

i

The rocky shores of the Seal Islands offer the perfect breeding grounds, or rookeries, for the northern
fur seal. Rookeries included within the NHLD on St. Paul Island are Reef, Gorbatch, Ardiguen, Tolstoi,
Zapadni (encompassing Little Zapadni and Zapadni Reef), Kitovi, Lukanin (also spelled Lukannon),
Polovina (including Polovina Cliff), Little Polovina, and Northeast Point (at one time divided into
Morjovi (East Rookery), and Vostoshni (West Rookery).! Three extinct rookeries and one haulout area
lie outside the NHL: Maroonitch, Lagoon, Suthetunga, and Southwest Point (haulout). According to
naturalist G Dallas Hanna, “the most instructive time to visit a rookery” is during the height of fur-seal
occupation in the summer months.?

The fur seals tended to shun sandy areas on the islands for breeding, although immature bachelor
males did use them as haulouts. Hanna attributed this to biology: if the weak pups were unable to escape
the being trampled under the charging bulls by hiding in the interstices of the rocks, most of them
would be killed.

Henry Wood Elliott’s 1872 and 1874 fur-seal rookery maps represent the first detailed maps of
breeding areas and haulouts on the Seal Islands. Elliott apparently prepared his 1870’s maps on his own
initiative, but his 1890 maps were prepared in support of a congressional investigation of the fur-seal
industry practices on the islands.

In 1891, Joseph Stanley-Brown, employed by the U.S. Department of the Interior, Geological
Survey, was temporarily detailed to the Secretary of the Treasury to produce more precise rookery
maps “upon the unusually large scale of 264 feet to the inch” for use in a legal squabble between the
United States and Great Britain. Stanley-Brown, together with his assistant, Harry D. Chichester, un-
dertook the necessary topographical surveys and photo documentation of the seal rookeries to produce
the maps; the two men took photographs from surveyed stations, although Stanley-Brown’s published
maps do not clearly identify the photo stations. (A collection of Stanley-Brown’s photographs is curated
at the National Anthropological Archives, Suitland, Maryland; a collection of Chichester’s photographs
is curated at the American Museum of Natural History in New York.) Stanley-Brown’s maps are marked
A-K. According to Stanley-Brown, “The gray color on said charts, so signed by me, and the red color on
the reprints of the same, represent the places occupied by breeding seals in 18917 The noted “reprints”
were included in the Paris Fur-Seal Arbitration (Vol. 3). His rookery maps also provide for bounds of
breeding areas in 1870 and 1882, although we are not familiar with the source(s) of the 1870 and 1882
information.

During 1893-1896, Charles H. Townsend, U.S. Commission of Fish and Fisheries, annually updated
Stanley-Brown’s rookery maps depicting the extent of the breeding grounds; again for the purpose of
aiding in the settling of the dispute between Great Britain and the United States over national rights to
harvest fur seals. Norman B. Miller served as Townsend’s photographic assistant in 1893.* Townsend
not only provided color to better distinguish the rookery bounds from the contiguous landscape was

1 G Dallas Hanna, The Alaska Fur-Seal Islands, ed. John A. Lindsay: 111-113 (Washington, DC: U.S. Dep. Commer., NOAA
Tech. Memo. NOS ORR 16), describes Morjovi as comprising “the smaller portion of the great Northeast Point breeding
grounds.” Vostoshni, Hanna wrote, “begins at the west side of the very tip of Northeast

2 Hanna, The Alaska Fur-Seal Islands, 75.

3 US. Senate. Fur-Seal Arbitration, Proceedings of the Tribunal of Arbitration, convened at Paris under the Treaty between
the United States of America and Great Britain, concluded at Washington February 29, 1892, for the determination of ques-
tions between the two governments concerning the jurisdictional rights of the United States in the waters of Bering Sea, vol.
3, app. 2: 89 (Washington, DC: GPO, 1895).

4 US. Congress, Senate. 1896. Reports of Agents, Officers, and Persons Acting Under the Authority of the Secretary of the
Treasury, in Relation to the Condition of Seal Life on the Rookeries of the Pribilof Islands, and to Pelagic Sealing in Bering
Sea and the North Pacific Ocean in the Years 1893-5. 54th Cong., 1st sess., Doc. 137, pt—2: 4 (Washington, DC: GPO).
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done with Stanley-Brown’s reprints, but he also noted the locations of his photo stations. Many of
the Townsend and Chichester rookery photographs were reproduced on linen in Illustrations showing
Condition of Fur-Seal Rookeries in 1895 and Method of Killing Seals.° In 1893, Townsend submitted “11
charts and 46 photographic views (105 plates) corresponding mainly with those made in 1892 by Mr. J.
Stanley-Brown...”* Townsend updated the maps each year through 1896, but apparently only his 1895
maps became published in government documents with the other maps now in the Cartographic and
Architectural Section, National Archives, Record Group 76, at College Park, College Park, Maryland.

Frederic A. Lucas and George A. Clark again used Stanley-Brown’s rookery maps to update the
extent of the rookeries in 1897 in support of investigations led by David Starr Jordan, commissioner in
charge of fur-seal investigations 1896—-97,” although their rookery maps were not included in Jordan’s
four-volume report.

Ward Duffield of the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey resurveyed the rookery grounds in 1897;
Duffield’s maps were published in 1898. “The geodetic surveying party was landed Capt. Tuttle and
Dr. Call of the Bear called this morning. The surveying party consists of: Wm. Ward Duffield, chief;
Fremont Morse, Geo. R. Putnam and Geo L. Flower, assistants; Henry J. Slaken, Joseph E. Freeman,
Wm. S. Broughton, Chas. H. Roesch, and Fletcher G. Forny, Edward P. Rudolph and Gustov Bergman,
workmen. The purpose is to make a minute survey of the Islands, and especially the seal rookeries
thereon, and prepare maps in detail of the same”® Duffield’s survey team painted numbers using white
paint on rocks at intervals along a rookery which were then plotted on large-scale (1 inch = 50 meters)
topographic maps. Some rocks had letters painted on them to represent photographic stations. These
painted rocks aided in census work and observations of the fur seals.

Mapping of the breeding rookeries continued again with the efforts of George A. Clark during 1912
and 1913. Clark’s maps went unpublished, but they provided sufficient utility for follow-up studies in
1914 by Wilfred H. Osgood, Edward A. Preble, and George H. Parker. Their sixteen rookery maps of St.
Paul Island were published in 1915.° The investigators provided a fairly detailed account of their map-
ping approach.

Before the investigation of 1914 was begun it was found that unpublished charts showing the number and ap-
proximate position of the [fur-seal] harems on each rookery had been made in 1912 and again 1913 by Special
Investigator G. A. Clark. These charts showed the contours of the topography as surveyed by the United States
Coast and Geodetic Survey and also indicated the position of the rocks on which conspicuous numbers were
painted at the time of the survey. These charts were so obviously based upon sound method and their compara-
tive value was so evident that their use was continued in 1914. Blank copes were carried to the rookeries while
the harem counts were being made and the position of the harems with reference to the marked rocks was
roughly indicated by pencil notes. Immediately thereafter duplicate copies were made transcribing the notes in
uniform style for all the rookeries. The field charts thus made have been the basis of the charts published with

the present report. The scale is necessarily too small to show the exact position of each harem, but the number
and approximately the arrangement of harems between any two numbered rocks is according to the facts.!’

Examples of the work by the aforementioned investigators are provided in this section. The Osgood
et al. maps appear as the last graphically detailed topographic maps of the Pribilof seal rookeries. In
1948, Victor B. Scheffer took the first aerial photographs of the rookeries which provided some dis-

5 Ibid. pt—2—Atlas.

6  Ibid., 3. On page 4 of this document Townsend provides greater detail about the rookery photographs taken by himself
and Stanley-Brown.

7  David Starr Jordan, ed., 1898. The Fur Seals and Fur-Seal Islands of the North Pacific Ocean. Parts. 1-4. U.S. Treasury
Department, Doc. 2017. Washington, DC: GPO.

8  Adams, Thomas E., St. Paul Island Agent Log, May 25, 1897, 130-31.

9  Osgood, Wilfred H., Edward A. Preble, and George H. Parker. 1915. The Fur Seals and Other Life of the Pribilof Islands,
Alaska, in 1914. Washington, DC: GPO.

10 1Ibid,, 27.

tinct advantages over land based surveys. Aerial surveys continue sporadically through current times.
However, scientists continue to take land based surveys using techniques dating back to 1919.

Viewing fur seals during the breeding season has its perils as bull seals are ardent defenders of their
harems. In an attempt to overcome the dangerous nature of their work, fur-seal investigators construct-
ed observation platforms to tower over the fray of seals. The first platforms in 1919 took the form of
tripods rising above the seals, but did not allow the observer to freely move beyond a fixed observation
point. In 1922, scientists constructed permanent walkways or catwalks to allow greater mobility over a
rookery. Catwalks provided various degrees of coverage over rookeries since the 1920, but their design
tended to ignore safety considerations as they lacked railings and boardwalks and became slippery with
age due to the growth of slimes on nearly constantly wet surfaces. The federal government, working
with the St. Paul Tribal Government, installed safer catwalks during 2010-11.
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GENERAL ROOKERY PHOTOGRAPHS

View looking southeast from the City of St. Paul, toward the Zoltoi Sands Rookery. Jet View of the Reef Rookery, looking southwest toward Sea Lion Rock. Jet Lowe, photographer.
Lowe, photographer. Photograph (5x7). Library of Congress: HALS AK-1-2, 2004. Photograph (5x7). Library of Congress: HALS AK-1-3, 2004.

View of the Reef Rookery, looking southwest toward Sea Lion Rock. Jet Lowe, photographer. View of the Little Zapadni Rookery and haulout, looking northwest. Jet Lowe, photographer.
Photograph (5x7). Library of Congress: HALS AK-1-4, 2004. Photograph (5x7). Library of Congress: HALS AK-1-8, 2004.
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View of the Gorbatch Rookery, looking north with the Zoltoi Sands and the St. View of the Gorbatch Rookery, looking north with the City of St. Paul in distance.
Paul Cemetery in the distance. Jet Lowe, photographer. Photograph (5x7). Library of Congress: Jet Lowe, photographer. Photograph (5x7). Library of Congress: HALS AK-1-6, 2004.
HALS AK-1-5, 2004.

) & o~ .
Lidfors, photographer. 1985. View of the Gorbatch Rookery, looking north with Photographer unknown. 1985. Polovina, “Eleven square to rectangular barabara
the Zoltoi Sands and the St. Paul Cemetery in the distance. Photograph. From Faulkner, pits, measuring 12—18" on a side situated on a consolidated parabolic dune (P105)”
1986. Courtesy National Park Service, Anchorage, neg. file 01040004. Photograph. From Faulkner, 1986. Courtesy National Park Service, Anchorage, neg. file 01040002.
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Gries, Robert J., photographer. April 10, 2010. Seal Observation Tower 1 at Reef Rookery with der-

: elict F/V Ocean Clipper and pack ice, St. Paul Island, Alaska. Ocean Clipper was salvaged in later in

' R ' ' 2010. Photograph (digital). NOAA Staff Office Chief Administrative Officer (SO CAO), Project Planning & M t

Brooks, John, photographer. July 2002. Cinematographer Paul Hillman on historical wooden cat- Divisi otograph o “ alif hce Chief Administrative Officer ( ) Project Planning & Managemen
ivision, Support Services, Western Region (WR), Seattle.

walk at Reef Rookery, St. Paul Island, Alaska. Photograph (digital). NOAA, NOS, Pribilof Project Office, Seattle.

X,

= g |

ARt
n Tower 6 at Reef Rookery and pack

ice, St. Paul Island, Alaska. Photograph (digital). NOAA SO CAO, Project Planning & Management Division, Support
Services, WR, Seattle.

Gries, Robert J., photographer. April 10, 2010. Seal Observation Tower 3 with attached catwalk at Gries, Robert J., photographer. April 10, 2010. Seal Observatio
Reef Rookery and pack ice, St. Paul Island, Alaska. Photograph (digital). NOAA SO CAO, Project Planning &
Management Division, Support Services, WR, Seattle.
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PRIBILOF ISLAND CHARTS SURVEYED AND
DrAWN BY HENRY W. ELLIOT, 1872—-1874; 1890

Records of Boundary and Claims Commissions and Arbitrations

Pen and ink, watercolor. Accompanying documentation bearing the stamp of the
Department of State Bureau of Rolls and Library, 1906, explains, “the original rook-
ery charts, 17 in number (14 sheets) [were] made on the ground in 1872-73, inclusive,
by Henry W. Elliott, and verified in 1874 by Henry W. Elliott and Lt. Com. Washburn
Maynard, on the Islands of St. Paul and St. George.” The State Department’s acknowl-
edgement of receipt states, “17 Charts paid for to Mr. Elliott, April 19, 1904.”

Chart cart157 (Artist and Surveyor
Henry Wood Elliott), 1872; “Lagoon
R’y and Killing Grounds Under the
Village Hill, St. Paul Island, 18727
Records of Boundary and Claims Commissions
and Arbitration, Record Group (RG) 76;
NARA—Cartographic and Architectural Section;
National Archives at College Park, College Park,
MD.

Pribilof Island Charts Surveyed and Drawn by Henry W. Elliot, 1872-1874; 1890 115



Map cart157 (Artist and Surveyor Henry Wood Elliott), 1872; “Lukannon and Ketaovie, Breeding and Hauling Grounds, 18727 Records of Boundary Claims and Commissions Arbitrations, RG 76; NARA—
Cartographic and Architectural Section; National Archives at College Park, College Park, MD.
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Map cart157 (Artist and Surveyor Henry Wood Elliott), 1872; “Novastoshnah, St. Paul Island, 1872 Records of Boundary Claims and Commissions Arbitrations, RG 76; NARA—Cartographic and Architectural Section; National Archives at College
Park, College Park, MD.
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Map cart157 (Artist and Surveyor Henry Wood Elliott), 1874; “Polavina and Little Polavina Rookeries, St. Paul Island, 1874 Records of Boundary Claims and Commissions Arbitrations, RG 76; NARA—
Cartographic and Architectural Section; National Archives at College Park, College Park, MD.
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Map cart157 (Artist and Surveyor Henry Wood Elliott), 1874; “The Reef and Gorbatch Breeding and Hauling Grounds, St. Paul Island, 1872—1874” Records of Boundary Claims and Commissions Arbitrations, RG
76; NARA—Cartographic and Architectural Section; National Archives at College Park, College Park, MD.
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Map cart157 (Artist and Surveyor Henry Wood Elliott), 1874;
“Tolstoi Breeding and Hauling Grounds, St. Paul Island, 1872—
1874 Records of Boundary Claims and Commissions Arbitrations, RG 76;

| NARA—Cartographic and Architectural Section; National Archives at College
| Park, College Park, MD.
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Map cart157 (Artist and Surveyor Henry Wood Elliott), 1874; “The Zapadnie Rookeries, St. Paul Island, 1872—1874” Records of Boundary Claims and Commissions Arbitrations, RG 76; NARA—Cartographic and Architectural
Section; National Archives at College Park, College Park, MD.
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Map. Elliott, Henry W., artist and surveyor. ]uly 1872. Hauling Grounds at Southwest Point. Southwest Point on St. Paul Island, Alaska, showing location of fur-seal hauling
grounds, Fox Hill, and other features. The map was made in 1872, but Elliott’s later annotation notes that “no seals have hauled out here to speak of since 1884, none what-
ever landed here in the season of 1890, the whole area above indicated now covered with sod and flowers.” Henry Wood Elliott Map Collection, no. M0376, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions
Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks.
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Map. Elliott, Henry Wood, artist and surveyor. 1890. Land Angles of Tolstoi, St. Paul Island, Alaska, showing location of fur-seal hauling grounds and rookeries in 1872 and 1890 and including an analysis of fur-seal pop-
ulation density. Henry Wood Elliott Map Collection, no. M0377, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks.
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Map. Elliott, Henry Wood, artist and surveyor. 1890. Lukannon and Ketavie [Lukanln and K1tov1] Rookerles, St. Paul Island, Alaska, showing location of fur-seal hauling grounds and rookeries in 1872 and 1890, 1nclud-
ing an analy51s of fur-seal population den51ty Henry Wood Elliott Map Collection, no. M0378, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks.
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Map. Elliott, Henry Wood, artist and surveyor. 1890. St. Paul Village and surrounding area including killing grounds, East Landing, Black Bluff, Salt Lagoon, and Village Cove. Details include loca-
tion of village buildings, lagoon Salthouse, village well and descriptions of landscape and natural features. Henry Wood Elliott Map Collection, no. M0384, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections, Rasmuson
Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks.
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Map. Elliott, Henry Wood, artist and surveyor. 1890. Zapadnie (Zapadni) Rookeries and English Bay, St. Paul Island, Alaska, showing location of fur-seal hauling grounds and rookeries in 187273 and
1890, including an analysis of fur-seal population density. Henry Wood Elliott Map Collection, no. M0386, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks.

126 ROOKERIES AND CATWALKS




Map. Elliott, Henry Wood, artist and surveyor. 1890. Novastoshnah
Rookery (Northeast Point), St. Paul Island, Alaska, showing location of
fur-seal hauling grounds and rookeries in 1872 and 1890, killing grounds,
Webster House and other buildings and features, including an analysis of
fur-seal population density. Henry Wood Elliott Map Collection, no. M0387, Archives,
Alaska and Polar Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks.
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{| Map. Elliott, Henry Wood, artist and surveyor. 1890. St.

Paul Island showing general topography as well as location

§ of fur-seal hauling grounds and rookeries in 1872, 1874

and 1890. Otter and Walrus Islands also shown. Henry Wood
Elliott Map Collection, no. M0388, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions
Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks.




Map. Elliott, Henry Wood, artist and surveyor. 1890. Polavina [Polovina] Rookeries, St. Paul Island, Alaska, showing fur-seal hauling grounds and rookeries, 1872—74 and 1890. Henry
Wood Elliott Map Collection, no. M0389, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks.
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Map. Elliott, Henry Wood, artist and surveyor. 1890. Reef and Gorbatch Rookeries on St. Paul Island, Alaska, showing location of fur-seal hauling grounds and rookeries, 1872 and 1890,
analysis of fur-seal population density. Henry Wood Elliott Map Collection, no. MO390, Archives, Alaska and Polar Regions Collections, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks.
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