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Prevalence—Two of 16 adult octopuses from the type
locality were infected in 1958. From 1959 to 1963, the
following numbers of O. briareus from other locations were
found not to be infected: 43 from areas in the Florida Keys;
12 from Bear Cut, Biscayne Bay, near Miami; and 3 from
Bimini.

Dicyema hypercephalum Short, 1962—(Figs. 3B, 21-24).

Stages Known—nematogen (primary), rhombogen,
vermiform embryo, infusorigen, infusoriform larva.

Type Host and Locality—Octopus joubini Robson, 1929.
Northern Gulf of Mexico, off Franklin Co., Florida, about
6 miles south of Light House Point.

Additional Hosts—none.

Additional Localities—Northern Gulf of Mexico, off
Franklin Co., Florida, south of Dog Island.

Prevalence—From the type locality, 13 hosts were ex-
amined; 1 harbored D. hypercephalum alone, 12 had D.
apalachiensis, and 7 of these also had an unidentified species
of dicyemid.

From south of Dog Island, 2 hosts were examined; both
were infected with D. hypercephalum.

Dicyema typoides Short, 1964—(Figs. 3A, 34-38).

Stages Known—nematogen (primary), rhombogen,
vermiform embryo, infusorigen, infusoriform larva.

Type Host and Locality—Octopus vulgaris Cuvier, 1797.
Northern Gulf of Mexico, offshore about 3 miles from
Panama City, Florida.

Additional Hosts—none.

Additional Localities—Northern Gulf of Mexico: Pen-
sacola Bay; St. Joseph’s Bay; Apalachee Bay—off Panacea,
Alligator Point, Dog Island, St. George Island. Western
Atlantic Ocean: offshore from St. Augustine, Florida;
Bimini, Bahama Is., Bermuda Is.

Prevalence—From the northern gulf coast of Florida,
144 of 147 hosts were infected with dicyemids; of these 144,
the species of dicyemid present was determined in 122
hosts. Dicyema typoides occurred in 48 hosts, 18 of which
also harbored D. aegira.

From off St. Augustine, Florida, 12 of 13 hosts were in-
fected; dicyemids were identified in 9; D. typoides occurred
in 7, 3 of which also had D. aggira. McConnaughey and
Kritzler (1952) reported Dicyema typus van Beneden, 1876,
sensu Nouvel, 1946, from Octopus vulgaris offshore from St.
Augustine, Florida. I believe that these authors were deal-
ing with D. typoudes, at that time (1952) not described. Four
of 13 hosts were reported infected with ““D. typus’’; 3 of
the 4 also had D. aegira.

Bimini. Of 24 hosts examined, 13 were parasitized by
dicyemids; in 11 the species was determined; all harbored
D. typoides.

Bermuda. Of 3 hosts examined, all harbored D. ¢ypoudes.

Other reports—Ridley (1968, 1969) reported transmis-
sion electron microscopical studies of this species.
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