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Key to Adult Species of BellatorJordan and Evermann 1896

la Cleithral spine long, extending well beyond tip of opercular spine (Fig. 21); chest scaled; thin horn-like
projections extending well beyond snout. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2

Ib Cleithral spine short, not extending beyond tip of opercular spine (Fig. 21); chest naked; horn-like projec-
tions barely extend beyond snout, almost blunt ;....... 3

Short

Cleithral Spine

Figure 21
Comparison between long and short cleithral spine.
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2a Supplemental spine on pre-opercular present; longest pectoral fin rays reaching distal end of anal fin base
in specimens over 10 cm; dorsal-most pectoral fin rays prominently marked with black and white bands;
without dark ventral marginal band on pectoral; coloration in life rosy with horizontal yellow lines extend-
ing to the caudal fin (Fig. 22) B. militaris

Figure 22
BellatoT militaTis (Goode and Bean 1896)-horned searobin.

NOTE: First two dorsal fin rays elongate in males; one dark spot is usually present at the
base of the last soft dorsal ray. Distribution: North Carolina through the Gulf of
Mexico, south to the Colombia; between 11 and 118 fathoms, most commonly
found between 15 and 40 fathoms.
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2b Supplemental spine on pre-opercular spine absent or rudimentary; longest pectoral fin rays not reaching
beyond third anal fin ray; dorsal-most pectoral fin rays lack black and white banding; dark band on ventral
edge of pectoral fin (Fig. 23) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. B. ribeiroi

Figure 23
Bella/or ribeiroi Miller 1965-Caribbean searobin.

NOTE: Only the first dorsal fin ray elongate in males. Distribution: Honduras to Brazil;
between 22 and 43 fathoms.
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3a First free ray of pectoral fin shorter than pectoral length; eyeball with tabs or tentacles on dorso-posterior
portion; nasal spines present; mouth small, maxillary not extending to anterior margin of eye; pectorals with
alternating patches of light and dark pigment, appearing as brown patches on dorsal 1-2 pectoral rays
(often seen as bands) (Fig. 24) B. egretta

Figure 24
Bellator egretta (Goode and Bean 1896)-streamer searobin.

NOTE: Caudal fin with yellow spots dorsally and a reddish stripe ventrally; nasai cirra
absent (present on B. brachychir but very difficult to see because of small size).
Distribution: North Carolina to Florida Keys (possibly to Bahamas Bank) south
to Barbados and Belize; between 22 and 125 fathoms, most commonly found

between 35 and 100 fathoms.
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3b First free ray of pectoral fin considerably longer than pectoral length; eyeball without tabs or tentacles; nasal
spines absent; mouth large, maxillary extending beyond anterior margin of eye; pectorals dusky or with an
elongate black spot dorsally, posterior margin white (Fig. 25) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. B. brachychir

Figure 25
Bellator brachychir (Regan 1914)-shortfin searobin.

NOTE: Nasal cirra present but difficult to see. Distribution: North Carolina to west
coast of Florida and south to Campeche Bank and Uruguay; between 15 and 200
fathoms, most commonly found between 75 and 150 fathoms.
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Glossary _

Blotch. A mark without a well-defined border.
Edges of mark ragged and fading into background.

Branchiostegal Membrane. Membrane between
branchiostegal rays on ventral side of gill opening,
may extend posteriorly along edge of opercular as
fleshly membrane (Fig. 1).

Candal Peduncle. The narrow part of the body im­
mediately preceding the candal fin.

Cirri. Fleshy "tentades." In some species of Prionnlus,
located at nostrils or just above eyes (Fig. 3).

Distal. Away from the origin or point of attach··
ment.

Emarginate. Inner fin rays shorter than outer rays,
giving the margin a notched appearance (Fig. 4).

Maxillary. The exposed bone forming the posterior
part of the upper jaw; the maxillary does not bear
teeth (Fig. 3).

Ocellated. Spot in which the central color is bor­
dered by a ring of another color, generally white.

Premaxilla. The innermost bone of the upper jaw,
bearing teeth.

Rudimentary. Imperfectly or incompletely devdoped.
Spot. A mark with a well-defined border.
Supraocular. Just above eyes.
Symphysis. The point at which the two halves of a

jaw come together.
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