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Yellowfin Grouper, Mycteroperca venenosa

Figures 67 and 68

Body color and spotting patterns highly variable, with specimens colored gray, olive, red, or, sometimes, almost
black. Head and body covered with many oval or “peanut-shaped” blotches and with numerous small dark red
or orange spots superimposed throughout. Pectoral fin with broad yellow margin. Posterior sections of the
dorsal, caudal, anal, and, sometimes, pelvic fins dark or with dark submarginal bands and narrow white
margins. Preopercle smooth, without a distinct notch. Maximum size: 91 cm (55 kg). Range: western Atlantic,
from Bermuda to Brazil, including the Bahamas, West Indies, and Gulf of Mexico.

Figure 67
Yellowfin grouper, Mycteroperca
venenosa. Phase 1 of two, adult,
light phase.

Broad yellow margin
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Figure 68
Yellowfin grouper, Mycteroperca
venenosa. Phase 2 of two, adult,
dark phase.
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Creole-fish, Paranthias furcifer

Figures 69 and 70

Body reddish brown with countershading dark dorsally and light ventrally. Usually three or four spots that may
be either white or dark behind the head and above the lateral line. May exhibit a series of irregular white
blotches along head and body. Caudal fin often with pale margin. Upper base of the pectoral fin with a distinct
red spot; interspinous membranes of the spinous dorsal with a series of yellowish spots. This grouper is
characterized by a deeply forked caudal fin. Known to form aggregations. Maximum size: 38 cm. Range:
distributed in the western Atlantic from Bermuda to Brazil throughout the Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico.

Deeply forked caudal fin

Distinct red spot

Figure 69
Creole-fish, Paranthias furcifer.
Phase 1 of two, adult.

‘ Figure 70
Creole-fish, Paranthias furcifer.
Phase 2 of two, adult.
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Table 2
Meristic values for groupers (Serranidae) from the western North Atlantic.
Meristic Meristic
Species Values/! Sources? Species Values/! Sources?
Mutton hamlet, D. XI, 16-19 7,9,10 Nassau grouper, D. XI, 16-18 5,7,9,10
Alphestes afer A.III, 8-9 Epinephelus striatus A 1L 8
Gr. 21-24 P. 17-19
Graysby, D. IX, 13-15 1,5,6,7,9,10 Gr. 22-26
Cephalopholis cruentata AL, 8 Spanish flag, D. VII-VIII, 13 1,85
Gr. 18-21 Gonioplectrus hispanus A L7
Coney, D. IX, 14-16 1,6,7,9,10 P. 16-17
Cephalopholis fulva A. 111, 8-9 Gr. 20-24
P.18 Comb grouper, D. XI, 15-17 2,5,7,9,10, 11
Gr. 23-27 Mycteroperca acutivostris A 111, 10-12
Marbled grouper, D. XI, 17-20 1,5,6,7,9,10 P. 15-17
Dermatolepis inermis A. 111, 8-10 Gr. 45-56
grl?;};g Black grouper, D. XI, 15-18 1,2,5,7,9,10
Mycteroperca bonaci A. 111, 10-13
Rock hind, D. XI, 16-17 1,5,6,7,8,9,10 P. 15-17
Epinephelus adscensionis A. 111, 8-9 Gr. 19-27
P. 18-19
Gr. 93-28 White grouper, D. XI, 14-17 2,6,7,9
Speckled hind, D. XI, 15-16 1,5,6,8,9,10 Myclargporcas cid ‘;‘ ig_'ll:'m
Epinephelus drummondhayi  A. 111, 8-9 G 96-35
P. 17-18 "
Gr. 23 or 25-28 Yellowmouth grouper, D. XI, 15-18 1,2.7,9;10
Yellowedge grouper, D. XI, 13-15 1,5,6,8,9,10 Mycteroperca interstitialis A. 1101, 11-12
Epinephelus flavolimbatus A. 111, 8-9 P.16-17
P. 17-19 Gr. 23-28
Gr. 23-26 Gag, D. XI, 16-19 1,5,9,10
Red hind, D. XI, 15-17 1,5,7,9,10 Mycteroperca microlepis A 101, 10-12
Epinephelus guttatus A. 111, 8-9 P.16-18
P. 16-17 Gr. 21-29
Gr. 24-28 Scamp, D. XI, 15-19 1,2,5,7
Jewfish, D. XI, 15-16 1,5,6,7.8,9,10 Mycteroperca phenax A. 111, 10-12
Epinephelus itajara A I 8 P. 16-17
P. 19 Gr. 22-31
Gr. 19 or 21-24
Tiger grouper, D. XI, 16-17 1,2,7,9,10
Dusky grouper, D, XI, 14-16 4,8,9,11 Mycteroperca tigris A.TI1, 10-11
Epinephelus marginatus A1, 8 P. 16-17
P.17-19 Gr. 8-15
Gr. 21-26
Red grouper, D.X-XI, 15-18  1,5,6,7,8,9,10 Ye;:;’“’ﬁ“ groupen D I);I' 15']1; L2579,
Epinephelus morio A. 111, 8-10 S Bs 1, 202
P. 16-18 P.16-17
Gr. 99-95 Gr. 23-27
Misty grouper, D. XI, 13-15 1,8,9,10 Crcole-ﬁs}}, . D.IX, 17-19 1,4,5,7,9
Epinephelus mystacinus AL 9 Paranthias furcifer A. 111, 8-10
P. 18-19 P. 19-21
Gr. 99-96 Gr. 35-41
Wars?w grouper;, D. X, 13-15 1,5,6,8,9,10 ! Abbreviations: D. = dorsal-fin rays, A. = anal-in rays, P. = pectoral-
Epinephelus nigritus AL 9 fin rays, and Gr. = gill rakers. Roman numerals indicate number of
P.18-19 fin spines; arabic numerals indicate number of either soft fin rays
Gr. 21-25 or gill rakers. Gill raker counts include rudiments.
Snowy grouper, D. XI, 13-16 1,5,6,8,9,10 2 Sources: 1 = Bullock and Smith, 1991; 2 = Cervigon and Valasquez,
Epinephelus niveatus A. 111, 8-9 1966; 3 = Cervigon, 1971; 4 = Heemstra, 1991; 5 = Hoese and
P. 17-19 Moore, 1977; 6 = Matsuura, 1983; 7 = Randall, 1968; 8 = Rivas, 1964;
Gr. 22-27 9 = Smith, 1971; 10 = Smith, 1978; 11 = Smith, 1981.
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