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In Torrecilla Lagoon, commercial harvesting of clams
is thought to have existed for over 100 years, but it
ceased in 1986-87. Several toxic acid spills occurred at
that time which may have been responsible for killing
large numbers of clams. In Fajardo, hard clams are
commercially harvested from Isleta Marina, a small is-
land just offshore, and sold by fishermen to retailers.
They were also fished off Playa Santa, at the small island
of El Obispo, but overfishing has reportedly reduced
the population to near extinction.

West Indian Top Shell, Cittarium pica

The top shell is common among the coral reef habitats
of Puerto Rico and reaches a maximum dimension of
about 10 cm (Warmke and Abbott, 1961). Although no
records are available, this species is quite popular and is
fished by commercial (mostly part-time) and recre-
ational fishermen. They are collected by hand by wad-
ing along the top of reefs, or by skin and scuba diving.
Jarvis (1932) reported that various gastropods were
collected, and the top shell must have been one of
these.

West Indian Fighting Conch, Strombus pugilis

The fighting conch reaches a maximum shell length of
10 cm. It occurs primarily in soft, silty-sand bottoms in
sheltered areas, but may occur offshore in clean sand
areas. It is very common in Puerto Rico (Warmke and
Abbott, 1961).

The fishery for fighting conch has only recently de-
veloped. It is fished primarily for its shell, which is sold
in large numbers to tourists, either directly or via
artisanal shellcraft. The extracted meat is not wasted,
but is used as a substitute for queen conch as a filling
for “empanadillas.” No records are kept on the levels of
harvest, but Reed (1992) documented that fishermen
harvested one entire population, estimated at 10,000
individuals, in less than a week.

Milk Conch, Strombus costatus

This species is smaller than the queen conch (<17 cm
shell length) and has a thicker shell. It is fairly common
and found in roughly the same habitats as queen conch,
but prefers slightly softer sediments.

The milk conch is occasionally fished by recreational
and part-time commercial fishermen. Despite its abun-
dance, its smaller size and thicker shell make it less
attractive to full-time conch fishermen.

Caribbean Donax, Donax denticulatus

The donax species is common along the sandy beaches
of Puerto Rico and reaches 2.5 cm in length (Warmke
and Abbott, 1961). It has been found in pre-Columbian
shell middens dating back to the Igneri culture (Rainey,
1940). While Warmke and Abbott (1961) make no men-
tion of its fishery importance, they stated that it is good
in chowder or served over rice.

Donax has the local distinction of having an annual
festival celebrated in its honor. This is held in the town
of Anasco, just north of Mayagiiez on the west coast.
The clams are served as a filling in “pastelles.”
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