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Markets for Other Bivalve Mollusks _

Oysters

The European flat oyster, Ostrea edulis, and the Pacific
oyster, Crassostrea gigas, are marketed, mainly live, in
Europe. EC production and intra-EC trade of the oys­
ters is substantial, accounting for about 90% of the EC
supply. The remaining 10% of imports are mainly from
Turkey. EC markets vary considerably, as shown by na­
tional per capita consumption. France is by far the
leading country, with a consumption of 1.9 kg per
person per year. Then comes Italy (175 g), followed by
Belgium (170 g), Spain (115 g), and Germany (8 g).
The French market, after low prices in 1990, was firmer
in 1991. The English market, which is concentrated in
restaurants and bars, is sti1l small, but increasing. The
Spanish and Italian markets are difficult to penetrate
due to strict water quality regulations, but it appears
that Spain has a particular interest in U.S. flat oysters.
Oysters nearly always must be depurated in the buying
country, even if a bilateral agreement exists between
the producing and importing countries.

Mussels

About 95% of the European market for mussels is sup­
plied by EC countries, the remainder coming from
Turkey and Sweden. Nearly all are mussels traded live
rather than processed.

Clams and Scallops

The main species are Tapes decussatus and Venus verrucosa.
The European market for clams is centered largely in
Spain, France, and Italy. Trade within countries is also
extensive, and some imports come from Turkey, Mo­
rocco, and Tunisia. Some frozen clam meat was im­
ported from Asia, mainly from Thailand and China, but
also India. It is used for dishes such as paella and
seafood cocktails.

In July 1997, the European Commission (the Execu­
tive Branch of the European Union) made a decision to
list countries outside the European Union from which
imports of bivalve mollusks are allowed. This decision
concerns all live and processed (frozen, shucked,
canned, etc.) bivalve mollusks, except wild roe-off scal­
lop muscles. In November 1997, only the following 12
countries were listed in two groups: Turkey, Morocco,
Peru, South Korea, Chile, Greenland, the Faroe Islands,
Canada, United States, Thailand, Australia, and New
Zealand. China, India, and many other former suppliers
to Europe have been excluded. Supplies of scallops that
came from China or frozen clam meats from India (for
seafood cocktails) need to be replaced in European
markets. Opportunities exist for suppliers in North
America and the listed countries to fill the markets.

Prepared and Preserved Mollusks

The importance of the market for prepared and pre­
served mollusks is difficult to describe, as this category
includes mussels, oysters, clams, squid, cuttlefish, and
snails.

North American Mollusks

The only mollusk harvested in North America that can
be sold in any quantity in Europe is scallops. The scal­
lop market, especially in France, was and is important
to the United States. To become again an important
supplier, U.S. producers must be allowed and encour­
aged to export roe-on scallops, to participate in the race
to regain the 1992 loss of its market share. Since scal­
lops have high value, competition among suppliers is
strong. If the United States reacts too late, it will lose
this potential market. The demand for other mollusks
produced in North America, such as eastern oysters, C.
virginica; Pacific oysters; surfclams, Spisula solidissima;
ocean quahogs, Arctica islandica; blue mussels; and north­
ern quahogs, Mercenaria mercenaria, currently is extremely
weak in the Ee, but niche markets exist.
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