












































Table 2
Families of cephalopods identified from stomachs of deep-diving marine mammals from the west coast of the United States (except Alaska)
and Canada.
Physeter macrocephalus Mirounga angustirostris Mesoplodon carlhubbsi
Central British Southern Central Southern
Cephalopod family California' Columbia? California® California* California®
Loliginidae X
Enoploteuthidae X X
Octopoteuthidae X X X X X
Onychoteuthidae X X X X X
Cycloteuthidae X
Gonatidae X X X X X
Architeuthidae X
Histioteuthidae X X X X X
Ommastrephidae X X
Chiroteuthidae X X X X
Mastigoteuthidae X X
Cranchiidae X X X X
Vampyroteuthidae X X X
Octopodidae X X X X
Ocythoidae X
Alloposidae X
'Present study
2Clarke and MacLeod 1980
3Antonelis et al. 1987
“Condit and Le Boeuf 1984
SMead et al. 1982

Discussion

Berzin (1972), Kawakami (1980), and Clarke (1980) have
provided lists of cephalopods identified from the stomachs
of sperm whales from various locations around the world,
and Rice (1989) has cited the major regional studies of sperm
whale food habits. Clarke (1980) corrected or updated older
records to conform to current nomenclature, making his
account particularly useful.

Around the world, the same cephalopod families contribute
to the sperm whale’s diet, varying somewhat for each local-
ity. With few exceptions, the larger, deeper-living species
contribute most to the diet. Since the above authors have
documented these, we do not add a similar compilation. We
have felt it useful to document published records of cepha-
lopods identified from the stomachs of deep-diving marine
mammals along the west coast of the United States (excluding
Alaska) and Canada (Table 2).

Recent feeding by sperm whales captured off central
California is demonstrated by the presence of cephalopod
flesh in their stomachs. Families represented by the presence
of entire squids include Onychoteuthidae (Moroteuthis),
Gonatidae (Gonatopsis), and Histioteuthidae (Histioteuthis);
in addition, Cranchiidae (Galiteuthis) is represented by buccal
masses. Ranked by frequency of occurrence, Moroteuthis
(113) was identified in 72 % of the 157 samples, Gonatopsis
(104) in 66 %, Histioteuthis (73) in 47 % , and Galiteuthis (62)
in 36%.
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All the genera reported in this paper, with three excep-
tions (Zaningia, Megalocranchia, and Mesonychoteuthis),
have been taken by various types of sampling nets or com-
mercial trawl nets in the California Current system. Marine
mammals still remain the best sampling device for captur-
ing adult and near-adult sized specimens.
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