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PREFACE

The 13th Annual Larval Fish Conference and Annual
Meeting of the American Fisheries Society Early Life
History Section cohosted by Mote Marine Laboratory,
United States, and the Instituto Nacional de la Pesca,
Mexico, were held 21-26 May 1989, in Mérida, Yucatan,
Meéxico. The purpose of holding the meeting in Mexico
was to encourage the participation of our Latin American
and Caribbean colleagues and to provide a forum for the
exchange of ideas and information among researchers
working in the Americas. More than 150 participants
represented 24 U.S. states, the District of Columbia, and
13 foreign countries including Mexico, Canada, Puerto
Rico, Costa Rico, Panama, Cuba, Columbia, Chile, Peru,
Brazil, Argentina, South Africa, and West Germany.

The Conference began with registration and a social in
the courtyard patio of the Mérida Holiday Inn. Fresh red
grouper, the most important commercial finfish species of
the State of Yucatin, was prepared and served by the hotel
staff, courtesy of CPI, Itzamex, and the Terramar Trading
Company.

Plenary sessions opened and closed the Conference. The
first plenary session opened with a welcome from Ing.
Carlos Rihani, the Federal and State Fisheries Delegate
who represented Lic. Victor Manzanilla, the Governor of
the State of Yucatén. Also adding a few welcoming remarks
were Lic. Radl Diego, Director of the Centro Regional de
Investigacién Pesquera Yucalpetén (Instituto Nacional de
la Pesca), and Robert Werner, the AFS Early Life History
Section President. Following the welcome, Cuban repre-
sentative Biologist Maida Montolio presented a short
tribute to the memory of Mar Juarez, the pioneer of
ichthyoplankton research in Cuba, who died shortly before
the Conference.

Four speakers delivered keynote addresses on the theme
of the Conference, ‘‘Larval Fish Recruitment and Research

in the Americas’’: William Richards, National Marine
Fisheries Service-Miami (North America); Biologist Rosa
Maria Olvera, Instituto Nacional de la Pesca, Mexico City
(Mexico and Central America); Douglas Shapiro, Univer-
sity of Puerto Rico (Caribbean); and Juana D. de Cie-
chomski, Instituto Nacional de Investigacién y Desarrollo
Pesquero, Argentina (South America), all of whom pro-
vided a synopsis of the major areas of larval fish research
being conducted in the geographic regions they repre-
sented. Juana D. de Ciechomski’s paper entitled, ‘A
Review of the Investigations on Early Developmental
Stages and Larval Recruitment of Marine Fishes in South
America,”’ appears in this volume.

Following the first plenary session, four days of concur-
rent sessions covered the topics of migration and disper-
sal, taxonomy, recruitment, feeding ecology, reproductive
strategies, ecology, fish culture, physiology, biochemistry
and behavior, and a special scombrid session. A poster ses-
sion and three major workshops were held during the Con-
ference. William Richards conducted the Scombrid
Workshop; Darrel Snyder the Taxonomy Workshop; and
Stanley Warlan, Perce Powles, and J. Isley the Age and
Growth Workshop. Also included were VCR presenta-
tions, exhibits by publishers and manufacturers and a
special exhibit of larval fish reference literature compiled
by Darrel Snyder valued at over $2,000 and which was
donated to the Instituto Nacional de la Pesca following the
Conference. A total of twenty posters and eighty-nine oral
papers were presented. Of the eighty-nine presentations
given, twelve are published in this volume. Exclusing the
keynote address of Juana D. de Ciechomski, they are
organized into Reproduction and Biomass Estimation,
Distribution and Abundance, Larval Transport and
Migration, Microhabitat Selection, and Taxonomy and
Morphology sections. Unlike other conference editions, the



topics in this symposium are diverse. As such, they are
truly representative of the 13th Annual Larval Fish Con-
ference which was in itself a break with tradition, over-
coming language barriers and geographic boundaries—an
example that diversity can provide the strength for unity.

There were ten candidates for the annual Sally Richard-
son Best Student Paper Award. The panel of judges, Grace
Klein-MacPhee, University of Rhode Island, USA; Scott
Holt, University of Texas, USA; Jeffrey Marliave, Van-
couver Aquarium, Canada; and Yasunobu Matsuura, In-
stituto Oceanographico da Universidade de Sao Paulo,
Brazil, presented the award to co-recipients David M.
Goshorn (University of Delaware) for his paper, ‘“The Diet
of Larval Weakfish, Cynoscion regalis, in Delaware Bay and
the Relationship of Prey Density to Larval Growth and
Survival,”” and a Columbian student, Guillermo Moreno
(Moss Landing Marine Laboratory, California) for the
paper ‘‘Descriptions of the Early Rockfishes (Sebastes spp.)
from Central California.’”’

During the final plenary session there was an evalua-
tion of the Conference goals and suggestions for continu-
ing and enhancing international growth within the Early
Life History Section.

A field trip was made to the Mayan ruins in Uxmal and
a diving trip to the reefs off Cozumel. The Conference
ended with a fiesta at a Mexican hacienda. Typical Yuca-
tecan dishes were served while strolling mariachis seren-
aded banquet attendees.

As Conference Chairperson, I would like to thank An-
drea Frank, my Assistant Coordinator, without whose help
there would not have been a Conference. I also wish to
thank other Mote Marine Laboratory personnel: Linda
Franklin, Marilee Lipinski, and Robert Dixon; and NMFS
personnel, William Richards and Nikki Bane, for their
dedicated work on behalf of the Conference. I am indebted

to Roberto Freund who translated all the Conference
abstracts and Roberto Donadi of Recursos Técnicos para
Conferencias, S.C., for the excellent simultaneous trans-
lations. I also wish to thank Fred Binkowski for all his help
in disseminating conference information in the Early Life
History Section Newsletter. A special thank you is also in
order for Conference sponsors NOAA/National Marine
Fisheries Service Southeast Fisheries Center, United
Nations Environment Programme, CPI, Itzamex, Terra-
mar Trading Company, Mexicana Airlines, Collezio
National de Educacién Profesional Tecnica, and the
Department of Tourism of the State of Yucatan. Finally,
I would like to thank all those who attended and gave
presentations.

All participants of the 13th Annual Larval Fish Confer-
ence were invited to submit their papers in English for this
publication. Because English is a foreign language for many
of the authors and international mail service can be slow
and unpredictable, an extra burden was placed on many
authors and especially on the reviewers. A total of thirty-
three peer reviewers were involved in the review process,
and their expertise and assistance in bringing this work to
fruitation are sincerely appreciated. I would like to thank
AFS/ELHS Editor Robert Hoyt and his Associate Editors,
Dannie Hensley, Douglas Markle, John Olney, Robert
Olson, Eileen Setzler-Hamilton, and William Szelistowski
for their patience, perseverance, and commitment to pro-
ducing this special symposium edition. For their Herculean
efforts, this publication is dedicted to them.

Karen M. Burns
Conference Chairperson
Mote Marine Laboratory
Sarasota, Florida






A Review of Investigations on Early Developmental Stages and
Larval Recruitment of Marine Fishes in South America

JANINA D. de CIECHOMSKI*

Instituto Nacional de Investigacion y Desarrollo Pesquero
C.C. 175, Mar del Plata, Argentina

ABSTRACT

This paper presents a summary of studies on eggs, larvae, and juveniles of marine fishes in
South America, with an emphasis on recruitment. A brief review is given of the history of these
studies in different countries. The countries included are on the Pacific coast: Peru, Chile, Ecuador,
Colombia; the Atlantic coast: Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil; and the Caribbean coast: Venezuela.

Introduction

The purpose of this paper is to summarize research on early
developmental stages of marine fishes and their recruitment
recently carried out in South America (Fig. 1). This sum-
mary intends to point out various lines of research that have
developed. Continued updating of our knowledge in this
field will lead to improved research.

When one analyzes the evolution of these studies in
South American countries, it becomes clear that South
American advancements parallel advancements at a world-
wide level. As in other parts of the world, scientists and
managers realize that studies related to early developmental
stages of fish can provide basic data for estimation both
of biomass of spawning stocks and of future recruitment.
This is especially evident in pelagic species that usually
have a short lifespan, are directly dependent on the envi-
ronment, and are subject to marked fluctuations in their
populations. It has been generally accepted that fluctua-
tions in recruitment represent one of the major causes of
changes in abundance of fish populations under exploita-
tion, and that the mechanisms determining the magnitude
of recruitment depend not only on the production of eggs
and larvae but also on their environmentally induced mor-
tality (predation, starvation, advection). During the last
decade in South America, oceanographers have worked
with fishery biologists to improve understanding of this
complex problem.

Studies related to early life history of marine fish in South
America have gone from a descriptive stage, which existed
in some countries in the 1950’s, to a stage where investiga-

* Miembro de la Carrera del Investigador Cientifico y Tecnolégico, Con-
sejo Nacional de Investigaciones Cientificas y Técnicas.

tions focus on national management of fishery resources.
All of these studies began first in countries with economies
heavily influenced by fishing activities, such as Chile and
Peru. These countries border one of the richest current
systems in the Eastern Pacific, the hydrographic char-
acteristics of which assure high productivity (Parrish et al.
1983). This fact, together with world interest in the region,
resulted in collaboration involving developed countries and
international organizations that brought together scientists
and funds to carry out programs that could not have been
performed entirely within a single country.

An analysis of early life history and recruitment studies
in each country, together with a summary of present
knowledge, is presented in this paper.

Pacific Coast

Peru

The development of research related to early life history
of fish in this country was directly related to the hydro-
biological regime off Peru. Because of intense and perma-
nent upwelling, the Peru off-shore area is one of the most
productive in the world. The intense upwelling and cyclical
perturbations, caused by the El Nifio phenomenon, sup-
port its high productivity. Several major currents, directed
towards the South Pole as well as the Equator, determine
temperature, oxygen, and nutrient regimes. This habitat
supports an important community of pelagic fishes that has
a large biomass and few species. Marked fluctuations in
stocks are observed. The most important exploited species
are the anchovy Engraulis ringens, the sardine Sardinops sagax,
the jack mackerel Trachurus murphi, and the mackerel
Scomber japonicus.
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In the 1950’s and 1960’s, several papers were published
in Peru on reproduction, morphology and distribution of
fish eggs and larvae. In the 1960’s, the research effort was
directed toward the anchovy fishery which became the
largest in the world, reaching 12.3 million metric tons in
1970.

Studies of ichthyoplankton and anchovy sexual matur-
ity indicate that the spawning period for anchovy lasts 8
to 9 months, frecm July to March, with the highest inten-
sity between August and September (Tsukuyama 1983).
The most important area for spawning is located off-shore
of the northern central Peruvian coast between lat. 06°S
and 14°S. This is positively correlated with phytoplankton

abundance (Rojas de Mendiola and Ochoa-Lopez 1980;
Santander 1980).

Owing to intense fishing effort and environmental
changes caused by ‘‘El Nifio,”” as in 1972, anchovy biomass
began to decline and other pelagic species such as the sar-
dine, jackmackerel, and mackerel gained importance as
fishery resources. The scientists of the Instituto del Mar
del Peru (IMARPE) began to study other species and in-
tensified their investigations on mechanisms which are
related to fluctuations of pelagic resources and the inter-
actions of several elements within the ecosystem.

The drastic fall of the anchovy fisheries in Peru moved
many countries and international organizations, such as
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FAO and UNESCO (IOC), to offer help (Dickie and
Valdivia 1981). By the end of 1976, a cooperative agree-
ment was signed between Peru and Canada and a Coop-
erative Research Program on the anchovy and its ecosys-
tem (ICANE) began with the collaboration of IMARPE
and several Canadian institutions. Scientists of other coun-
tries, mainly from the United States, also participated.

Later, a Peruvian-German Cooperation Program was
signed (PROCOPA) involving the Technical Cooperation
German Agency (GTZ) and IMARPE. Participants in-
cluded W. Arntz and J. Albeit from Germany, as well as
scientists from other countries and international organiza-
tions such as: A. Bakun, R. Parrish from SWFC, P. Smith,
S.R. Goldberg, and B.J. Macewicz; D. Pauly from Inter-
national Living Resources; and J. Csirke from FAO. All
foreign groups closely collaborated with local scientists from
IMARPE. Multidiscipline research efforts were the specific
focus of the program. Recently, Peru has made plans to
enter the yet to be implemented Sardine and Anchovy
Recruitment Program (SARP).

Many papers resulting from these collaborations are
included in three large volumes: 1) ‘‘Investigacién coop-
erativa de la anchoveta y su ecosistema entre Perd y
Canada’ (Bolet. Vol. extraord., Inst. del Mar del Peru,
Callao, Peru, 1981; 2) ““El Nifio, su impacto en la fauna
marina’’ (W. Arntz, A. Landa, J. Tarasona, eds.),
IMARPE, vol. extr., 1985 (together with GTZ); and 3)
“The Peruvian anchoveta and its upwelling ecosystem:
three decades of change’ (D. Pauly and I. Tsukayama,
eds.), ICLARM Studies and Reviews 15. Many of these
papers concern recruitment as related to parental stock,
as well as to physical-oceanographic phenomena.

An important methodological paper is that of Santander
et al. (1982) in which the sampling effort required for deter-
mining egg-production estimates for anchovy was devel-
oped. Santander (1987) analyzed the relationship between
egg abundance and biomass of spawning stock of anchovy
and found high cannibalism by adults on their own eggs.
The same phenomenon was corroborated by Santander
et al. (1983) and Santander and Alheit (1984), who noted
that the main causes for embryonic mortality of anchovy
were cannibalism and predation by sardine.

Parrish et al. (1981), working on the relationship be-
tween transport mechanisms and fish reproduction in the
California Current, have provided interesting observations
on anchovy reproduction in the Peruvian current system
(Bakun and Parrish 1982). They pointed out that the
spawning peak for anchovy occurs during winter, when
the Ekman transport from the coast to off-shore areas is
more intense, contradicting the currently accepted theory.

Pauly and Tsukayama (1987) and Mendelsohn and
Mendo (1987) should also be noted in relation to anchovy
recruitment. Pauly and Soriano (1987) analyzed anchovy
monthly egg production between 1953 and 1981 and noted
that production peaks did not coincide with the peaks of

the next recruitment, results similar to the observations of
Mendelsohn and Mendo (1987). The latter authors sug-
gest that it is possible to predict trends of future recruit-
ment, information required for better management of
anchovy stocks.

Santander and Flores (1983) studied egg and larval
distribution of anchovy, sardine, jack mackerel, and mack-
erel in relation to temperature, salinity, coastal blooming,
superficial currents, and “‘El Nifio’” from 1964 to 1982.
Also of interest are studies by Castillo (1985) on variations
of ichthyoplankton distribution and Carrasco (1988) on
myctophid larval abundance in the Peruvian Sea.

Muck et al. (1987) discussed the relationships between
the abundance of sardine, mackerel, and jack mackerel eggs
and larvae and temperature, turbulence, and anchovy
biomass. The studies of Espino and Wosnitza Mendo
(1984) on the stock-recruitment relationship of the hake
Merluccius gayi peruanus indicated that a Ricker-type curve
may be applied, where stock and recruitment are inversely
related. They found that in 1982 the number of recruits
was at a low level and therefore recommended conservative
management of the stock for 1983.

In 1981 the egg production method for assessing the
biomass of spawning anchovy (Alheit et al. 1983; Santander
et al. 1984) was first used in Peru. This method was
developed by Hunter and Goldberg (1980) and Hunter and
Macewicz (1980). In a related area, studies on fecundity
and spawning frequency were carried out by Alarcén and
Alheit (1984), Alegre and Alheit (1984), Alheit et al. (1984),
Alheit (1985), and Lo et al. (1986) on sardine and Pefia
et al. (1986) on mackerel.

Research on anchovy larval feeding started by the end
of the 1960’s and has continued to the present. Some papers
published in the 1980’s include observations on main-
tenance ration, growth efficiency, and food density for the
maintenance of anchovy and sardine larvae (Rojas de Men-
diola and Gomez 1980, 1981; Ware et al. 1981; Villavicen-
cio 1981; Villavicencio and Muck 1983). A study by Walsh
et al. (1980) considered anchovy larval feeding in associa-
tion with mortality and recruitment in the natural environ-
ment, including during an ‘‘El Nifio’’. Villavicencio and
Muck’s (1985) work on minimum vital density of food for
anchovy and sardine larvae based on a growth and feeding
model is important. The same authors also discussed the
negative influence of high temperatures on survival and
development of embryos and larvae of both species. Addi-
tional studies are now being carried out on starvation in
pelagic fish larvae. Recently, studies on age and daily
growth of anchovy larvae have been initiated using daily
rings in otoliths (Palomares et al. 1987). Another research
effort presently being carried out in IMARPE is that
related to Bothidae larvae by Girén.

IMARPE is the institution where the majority of early
life-history studies are performed. Its scientists include
S. Carrasco Barrera, O.S. de Castillo, M. Espino,



4 NOAA Technical Report NMFS 95: Larval Fish Recruitment and Research

M. Girén, D. Gomes Caballero, O. Lotzano Rubio,
J. Mendo, P. Muck, N. Ochoa Lopes, J. Tsukayama,
Z. Villavicencio, C. Wosnitza-Mendo, and S. Zuta. In
addition there is interest from some scientists from the
Universities of Lima, Callao and Trujillo. Finally, Haydée
Santander of IMARPE, who died in 1987, should be men-
tioned here because she obtained inestimable success in this

field.

Chile

The oceanographic conditions along Chile’s coast corre-
spond, as in Peru, to the eastern ocean currents. The area
is characterized by high productivity, intense upwelling,
and changes in oceanographic conditions caused by the
cyclic phenomenon ‘‘El Nifio.”” The hydrological char-
acteristics are determined mainly by the influence of the
Humboldt Current moving toward the Equator at a dis-
tance of 100 to 200 miles from shore. Inshore there is a
poleward current called the Peru-Chile Countercurrent.
Also, there are subsurface flows, with wind-driven flows
predominating at the surface.

In this unstable habitat, several fish species reside, the
pelagic ones being the most important. They are: the an-
chovy Engraulis ringens, the Spanish sardine Sardinops sagax,
the jack mackerel Scomber japonicus, and the common sar-
dine Clupea = Strangomera bentinck:. Interspecific interactions
among the populations have subjected the species to many
changes, particularly in connection with their abundance,
geographic distribution, and spawning areas. The most
spectacular recent events were the collapse of the anchovy
and the ‘‘explosion’’ of the Spanish sardine. It has been
determined that while the anchovy and Spanish sardine
concentrate in definite spawning areas producing high egg
densities, the jack mackerel spawns in larger areas with
fewer eggs (Serra 1983).

Because of the importance of pelagic fisheries (approx-
imately 80% of the total), the great majority of studies on
reproduction and recruitment have been directed at these
species. The first investigations were descriptive works on
morphology and identification. They continue at present,
the most recent including a comparative study of Clupei-
formes in the Chilean coasts by Orellana and Balbontin
(1983); Martinez et al. (1983) on Scomberesox saurus scom-
broides; Balbontin and Orellana (1983); Palma et al. (1985)
and Acuifia (1986, a and b) on myctophids; Herrera (1984)
on blennids, Nelson et al. (1985) on Psychrolutes; Mujica
(1988) on the jack mackerel; Rojas (1988) on the sardine
and anchovy; Silva (1988) on flatfish P. adspersus; and
Mufioz et al. (1983) on Paralichthys microps. Recent work
dealing with ichthyoplankton in general include those of
Palma Fuenzalida (1985), Aron (1986), Palma and Pizarro
(1987), Palma (1988), Castillo et al. (1983), and of Loeb
and Rojas (1988) on inter-annual variations between 1964
and 1983.

Some investigations on distribution and abundance of
fish eggs with other biological parameters have been per-
formed in order to assess the biomass of sardine and an-
chovy spawning stocks. After the collapse of its anchovy
fishery, efforts since 1972 have been mainly concentrated
on species that increased in abundance, particularly the
sardine. Also, studies on other aspects of early life history
of fish, particularly related to larval survival and recruit-
ment have been undertaken.

Studies have been carried out on feeding, both at sea
and in the laboratory, and include that by Herrera and
Balbontin (1983) on intestinal evacuation rates and the
incidence of feeding in Spanish sardine larvae. Garretén
(1983) reported on the bio-energetics of yolk utilization in
embryos and vitelline larvae of Hypomesus pretiosus and
Balbontin et al. (1986) on food conposition, and size of prey
in fish larvae of the Bransfield Strait (SIBEX) in the
Antarctic. Uriarte and Balbontin (1987) studied starvation
of Spanish sardine larvae, using morphometric and histo-
logical methods.

Together with studies on food and feeding habits, inves-
tigations on growth of fish larvae were undertaken using
daily otolith rings on Spanish sardine (Garretén and Bal-
bontin 1982; Castillo et al. 1985; Balbontin and Cannobio
1988; Garland 1988) and on Spanish sardine and anchovy
(Herrera et al. 1985; Herrera et al., in press, a and b).

Studies have also been performed on parasitism in fish
larvae by Herrera (1984, in press). At the Pontificia Uni-
versidad Catélica of Chile in Talcahuano, Dr. Tarifefio
is also carrying out a program related to physiological-
ecological aspects of fish larvae.

In general, in all Chilean institutions where studies on
early life history of fish are performed, the scientists are
working on projects similar to those mentioned above, try-
ing to enlarge the scope as far as possible.

A collaborative effort with FAO is presently underway.
However, agreements with foreign institutions are rather
rare. There are programs jointly developed by the Pon-
tificia Universidad Catélica of Chile in Talcahuano and
Gothenburg University, through agreements with SAREC
(Swedish Agency for Research Cooperation with Devel-
oping Countries) or direct joint projects between scientists
of Instituto de Oceanologia in Vifia del Mar and of the
Southwest Fisheries Center, La Jolla, California, on the
influence of temperature on otolith growth in sardine lar-
vae under experimental conditions. Chile has also made
application to join the yet to be implemented SARP
Project.

Research centers where studies on early life history of
fish are carried out exist along the coasts of Chile as well
as in Santiago. A list of the more active institutions and
individuals presently involved include the following:

Universidad Prat, Facultad de Ciencias del Mar, Iquique:
W. Palma Saez, J.L. Pizarro, R. Correa, V. Fernandez.
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Universidad del Norte, Departamento de Biologia Marina,
Coquimbo: A. Aron, E. Acuiia, H. Flores, A. Silva.

Instituto de Oceanologia, Universidad de Valparaiso, Vifia
del Mar: F. Balbontin, M. Garreton.

Universidad Catdlica de Valparaiso, Facultad de Recur-
sos Naturales, Valparaiso: S. Palma.

Instituto de Fomento Pesquero (IFOP). Santiago: A. Asen-
cio, A. Mujica, O. Rojas.

Universidad de Concepcién, Departamento de Ocean-
ologia, Concepcion: T. Antezana.

Pontificia Universidad Catélica de Chile, Talcahuano.
BIOTECMAR: P. Bernal, G. Herrera, Gonzalez,
E. Aguilera, H. Mufioz, E. Tarifefio, A. Troncoso.

Universidad Austral de Chile, Valdivia: C. Moreno,
T. Rueda, G. Valenzuela.

Ecuador

The waters of Ecuador are also under the hydrographic
regime that dominates Peruvian and Chilean waters. Its
coasts are not very irregular except for Guayaquil Gulf
where the mouth of the Guayas River basin establishes a
typical estuarine environment (Garcia 1983). From the
southeast, flows a frontal system or Frente Ecuatorial of
superficial circulation, with different characteristics accord-
ing to the season of the year (Enfield 1976; Pak and Zene-
veld 1974). This system separates tropical superficial waters
from the modified subtropical superficial ones. This is ap-
parent during winter when the flow of the cold Humboldt
Current to the northwest becomes stronger. The flow of
warm waters from the north, which takes place in summer,
moves it away southward. Abnormal displacements of this
flow cause the ‘‘El Nifio’” phenomenum which produces
drastic changes in biological productivity (Jiménez 1982,
1983).

French and Menz (1983) suggested that the front areas
of off-shore Ecuador determine the optimum conditions for
reproduction, feeding, and larval fish survival. The most
intensive spawning of the chief commercial pelagic spe-
cies—the mackerel Scomber japonicus, the sardine Sardinops
sagax, the round sardine Etrumeus teres, Opisthonema spp.,
and the anchovy Cetengraulis mysticetus—takes place at times
when oceanographic conditions are best for larval fish sur-
vival. Such conditions principally occur in the Gulf of
Guayaquil.

Research on the early life history of fish in Ecuador is
not very developed and deals mainly with distribution and
abundance of eggs and larvae (Cajas and Hinostroza 1981
on clupeids and engraulids; Peribonio et al. 1981, Jiménez
1982, and Garcia 1983 on the mackerel, sardine, round
sardine, and other clupeids in the coastal waters of Ecuador
and the Gulf of Guayaquil; Garcia 1983 on mackerel; Gar-
cia et al. 1983 on sardine near the Galapagos Islands; and
Garcia and Ochoa 1983 on the effect of ‘“El Nifio’” on
zooplankton and ichthyoplankton in Ecuadorian waters

between 1983 and 1985).

The few scientists who are carrying out studies in this
field are M. L. Garcia (retired at present), L. Mariduena,
D. Hinostroza, L. Cajas, Y. Ochoa, and M. Luzuriaga
de Cruz, mainly in Guayaquil at the Instituto Nacional
de Pesca.

As far as international collaboration is concerned, it
should be mentioned that many years ago there was a
development Project of FAO and that Ecuador, Chile,
and Peru tried to join the yet to be implemented SARP
Program.

Colombia

In Colombia, whose coasts lie mainly on the Pacific, studies
on early stages of fish development have not been numer-
ous. Greater effort has been directed to mollusks and
crustaceans that have more economic importance. FAO
also gave its support to such research many years ago.

In the 1970’s, there were descriptive papers like those
of Mercado-Silgado (1971) and Mercado-Silgado and
Ciardelli (1972) on Megalops atlanticus, Artunduaga (1972)
on Scomberomorus sierra, and Maldonado and Remolina
(1975) on the anchovy, C. mysticetus. Mora-Lara (1983) in
his paper on pelagic resources of Colombian waters com-
mented on certain reproductive characteristics of some
pelagic species.

Alvarez-Leén and Lesser (1986) in their paper on the
recruitment of demersal resources, basically mollusks and
crustaceans, also considered some fish species such as Mugi/
spp. and Eugerres plumieri. Their emphasis was the exploita-
tion of this resource in coastal lagoons and estuaries.

The few scientists working on early life history of fishes
are concentrated at the fisheries institute INDERENA in
Bogota, or at Universidad Jorge Tadeo Lozano Bogota,
Facultad de Ciencias del Mar, where several students have
presented theses on ichthyoplankton.

Caribbean Coast

Venezuela

The coast of Venezuela lies on the Caribbean Sea. In that
country very few scientists are working on ichthyoplankton
and recruitment of marine fish. In the 1960’s and 1970’s,
with the collaboration of FAQO, some studies were con-
ducted by Barrett and Howard (1961) on the anchovy,
Cetengraulis mysticetus, Simpson (1965) on C. edentulus, and
Simpson and Gonzalez (1967) and Lopez Rojas (1972) on
the sardine, Sardinella anchovia. Recently, there has been
increased interest in assessment of larval fish potential
within the areas influenced by the predominant hydro-
logical regime and its seasonal characteristics which have
a noticeable influence on the fisheries in the country.
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At the Fundacién La Salle de Ciencias Naturales, Esta-
cién de Ciencias Marinas, Margarita, studies are carried
out on some species such as clupeids and engraulids
(Rodriguez et al. 1983, a and b) and mugilids and caran-
gids (Rodriguez et al. (1983b). There also exists a col-
laboration at the personal level between the Centro Inter-
disciplinario de Ciencias Marinas (CICIMAR) in Baja
California, Mexico, particularly in regard to clupeids and
engraulids.

At INTECMAR at the Universidad Simon Bolivar in
Caracas, studies on aspects of juvenile recruitment into
fishing areas in demersal communities are being con-
ducted (Penchaszadeh et al. 1986). In these investigations,
ten fish species caught at the Triste Gulf are being studied.
Among these ten species the most important are Lufjanus
synagris, Sphyraena guachancho, Selene setapinnis, and Diapierus
rhombeus.

The active Venezuelan early life-history institutions, in-
cluding names of some scientists are the following:

Estacién de Investigaciones Marinas (EDIMAR), Funda-
cién La Salle, Margarita: C. Rodriguez.

Instituto Oceanogréfico, Universidad de Oriente, Cu-
mana.

Centro de Investigaciones Cientificas, Universidad de
Oriente.

Instituto de Zoologia Tropical, Universidad Central of
Venezuela, Caracas.

Instituto de Tecnologia del Mar (INTECMAR), Univer-
sidad Simon Bolivar, Caracas: P. Penchaszadeh.

Centro de Investigaciones Bioldgicas, Universidad de Julia,
Maracaibo.

Atlantic Coast

The waters at the south-western end of South America are
subject to a complicated oceanographic regime that changes
seasonally and depends mainly on displacements of prin-
cipal marine currents: the Brazil Current of subtropical
waters flowing to the South and the Malvinas Current of
subantarctic waters flowing to the North. There are also
local currents and the action of large rivers such as the
River La Plata, the influence of which may be noted along
the shores of Argentina and Uruguay. The north-western
sector of the ocean between 10°S and 10° N is under the
influence of the regime of warm tropical waters and the
Amazon River.

The fronts of the various water masses are of great
importance to the distribution and life processes of many
marine organisms. This area of the Atlantic is characterized
by a large continental shelf, particularly accentuated off
Argentina, that is of great importance in the development
and fate of early life stages of fish.

Argentina

Studies on the early life history of fish began with the
work of Ciechomski in the 1960’s when the Instituto de
Biologia Marina in Mar del Plata was created. This in-
stitute was later restructured and transformed into the
present Instituto Nacional de Investigacién y Desarrollo
Pesquero (INIDEP).

At the beginning, studies were concerned with taxonomy
and morphology of eggs and larvae for the purpose of iden-
tification. The research emphasis began to change with a
1967-73 FAO/Argentina Government agreement. From
1978 to 1979, agreements between Argentina, West Ger-
many, and Japan resulted in 18 monthly cruises within
Argentinan shelf waters, aboard the research vessels Walther
Herwig and Shinkai Maru. Since 1981, two INIDEP-owned
vessels have permitted greater continuity of data collection.
It has been possible to study selectivity of plankton nets,
handling of ichthyoplankton data, and sampling error
(Ciechomski et al. 1983; Sanchez and Ciechomski 1984;
Ciechomski and Sdnchez 1986; Sanchez 1986; Ciechom-
ski and Sanchez 1988; all in relation to anchovy (Engraulis
anchoita) eggs and larvae.

Morphological and systematic studies of marine fish eggs
and larvae have been published by Ciechomski and her
collaborators since the beginning of the 1960’s. Among the
papers published in the 1980’s are Ciechomski (1981) in
summarizing the existing data in Atlas format; Ciechom-
ski and Booman (1981) on Macrouronus whitsoni, Coelorhyn-
chus fasciatus, Micromesistius australis, and Salilota australis;
Ciechomski and Cassia (1982) on Cynoscion striatus; Ehrlich
(1982) on Congiopodus peruvianus; Cassia (1984) on Stroma-
teus brasilianus; Doseff and Rakitin (1987) on larvae of
Trachurus lathami; Sdnchez and Acha (1988) on scorpaenids,
Sebastes oculatus, Helicolenus dactylopterus lahille, and Pontinus
rathbuni; De Cabo (1989) on larvae of Genypterus blacodes,
Trypterygion cunninghami, and Pinguipes spp.; Camina and
Ciechomski (in press) on larvae of Basilichthys bonaeriersis
argentinensis; and Cassia and Lasta (in press) on larvae of
Sprattus fuegensis. Cassia is at present developing studies that
allow for an early differentiation of the larvae of Engrau-
lidae and Clupeidae living off the shore of Buenos Aires
Province.

The following papers, published in the 1980’s, deal with
fish egg and larvae distribution in relation to environmental
conditions and reproductive activity: Ciechomski et al.
(1981); Ciechomski (1982) where only the Patagonian shelf
is taken into consideration; Ciechomski and Booman (1983)
on anchovy; Cassia and Booman (1985) on ichthyoplank-
ton in general; Ciechomski et al. (1986a) on anchovy, in-
cluding vertical distribution, and where it is shown that
the majority of its eggs are distributed within the layers
between 50 m and the surface; Ehrlich and Ciechomski
(1986) on hake, Merluccius hubbst, and its winter spawning;
Ciechomski and Sanchez (1986) with a review of 20 years
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of research; Lasta and Ciechomski (1988) on egg and lar-
val distribution in Samborombon Bay, considered spawn-
ing and nursery ground for several species, and Ciechom-
ski and Sanchez (in press) on anchovy. Also, two other
papers by Hubold (1982, a and b) and Hubold and Ehrlich
(1981), although published in Brazil, include work con-
ducted in northern Argentina waters and deal with anchovy
and Brevoortia spp., Lycengraulis grossidens and Anchoa mar-
tinii egg and larval distribution, respectively.

At present, comprehensive studies are being carried out
by C. Lasta at Samborombon Bay in order to characterize
this area as a spawning and nursery ground for Brevoortia
aurea, Mugil liza, several species of the family Sciaenidae,
and others. Other investigations on spawning and nursery
grounds at Bahia Blanca relate to Basilichthys bonariensis,
Ramnogaster arcuata, Brevoortia aurea, Parona signata and some
species of Sciaenidae. Acha (in press) is studying early
developmental stages of Mugil liza and other species at Mar
Chiquita lagoon and Samborombon Bay. At the Instituto
del Biologia Marina y Pesquera ‘‘Almirante Storni’’ in San
Antonio Oeste, L. Curtolo began studies on ichthyoplank-
ton in San Matias Gulf (North Patagonia). At the Instituto
Antartico Argentino, studies were conducted on the lar-
val distribution of Antarctic fish species (Tomo 1981; Alder
and Tomo 1987).

Studies have been performed by Ciechomski and Sén-
chez (1983) on the relationship between the spawning of
some fish species and zooplankton abundance. Assessments
of biomass of spawning adults from egg surveys and fecun-
dity have been conducted on the hake Merluccius hubbs:
(Ciechomski et al. 1983); the blue whiting Micromesistius
australis (Sanchez et al. 1986); and the anchovy Engraulis
anchoita (Ciechomski and Capezzani 1973; Ciechomski
et al. 1983; Sianchez and Ciechomski 1984; Ciechomski
et al. 1986a; Ciechomski and Sanchez 1988; in press).

In the paper by Ciechomski and Sanchez (1984) for-
mulae were given to estimate daily egg production by
relating age of embryos, temperature, and development
stages, and by introducing a correction factor for em-
bryonic mortality from the time of spawning up to collec-
tion. Studies have been conducted on the growth in weight
and condition factor of anchovy larvae from different areas,
months, and years (Ciechomski et al. 1986a; Sanchez
et al., in press). All these studies, together with data on
the incidence of food particles in the digestive tract, have
allowed the characterization of different spawning areas in
the sea, where different values in the nutritional condition
factor have been detected and where differences in the lar-
val mortality coefficients have been observed.

Two spawning areas for anchovy are considered of most
interest, one near the mouth of the La Plata River and the
other in the Patagonian region of the Valdez Peninsula,
where a frontal system exists between stratified shelf waters
and tide- and wind-homogenized coastal waters (Carreto
et al. 1981; Glorioso 1987). This area is under the influence

of the above mentioned frontal system and is very impor-
tant for the spawning of several fish species, including hake.
For this reason, it is intensively studied by specialists in
the different marine sciences of INIDEP.

In studies of larval mortality, aspects such as feeding,
nutritional condition factor, and advection have been con-
sidered (Ciechomski and Sanchez, in press). Also, in-
vestigations have been initiated on predatory activity on
fish eggs and larvae by gelatinous plankters (H. Mianzan
of the Laboratory of Zooplankton of INIDEP). Studies on
cannibalism in anchovy eggs are being conducted which
formerly were carried out by V. Angelescu and A. Anga-
nuzzi of INIDEP. More details on some of these aspects
can be found in Sanchez (in press).

To determine the relationship between anchovy mortal-
ity and various oceanographic and biological processes
which in turn affect the variability of anchovy recruitment,
a team of international scientists from Argentina, Uruguay,
Brazil, Germany, Sweden, and America carried out a
cruise (sponsored by the IOC of UNESCO) on board the
West German RV Meteor in the austral spring of 1989.
Details about the objectives, plans, and participants have
been sent by Sdnchez to the ELHS Newsletter of the A.F.S.
(1989).

In INIDEP there are ichthyoplankton samples from
beyond the continental slope off Argentina obtained
through an agreement with the U.S.S.R. that have yet to
be analyzed.

Papers on reproduction and fecundity of marine fish
have been published by Christiansen and Cousseau (1985)
on the anchovy, Cassia (1986) on Cynoscion striatus, and
Christiansen et al. (1986) and Olivieri and Christiansen
(1987) on the hake. Research on this subject continues,
particularly to estimate anchovy, hake, and mackerel
spawning stocks.

The institution where the majority of studies related to
early life stages of marine fish have been conducted is the
Instituto Nacional de Investigacion y Desarrollo Pesquero,
Mar del Plata. The scientists at the Laboratory of Fish
Biology and Ichthyoplankton are J.D. Ciechomski, R.P.
Sanchez, M.D. Ehrlich, C.A. Lasta, M.C. Cassia, and
M.E. Acha. Other institutions where early life-history
studies are conducted are the following:

Instituto de Biologia Marina y Pesquera ‘‘Almirante
Storni’” in San Antonio Oeste, Prov. Rio Negro:
L. Curtolo.

Instituto Antartico Argentino in Buenos Aires (larvae of
Antarctic fish): A. Tomo (absent at present) and V.A.
Alder.

Uruguay

In this country on the Atlantic coast, where fishing activ-
ity is quite intensive, there are few studies on early life
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stages of fish. Most information comes from bordering
countries, mainly Argentina, where the Uruguayan waters
have often been covered by cruises. The River Plata Treaty
between these two countries created a common fishery zone
and a common research area. This zone is markedly in-
fluenced by the La Plata River.

Uruguayans conducted some ichthyoplankton investiga-
tions from 1979 to 1983 whenever it was possible to ob-
tain adequate materials. This research was carried out by
G. Mantero at the Instituto Nacional de Pesca (INAPE)
in Montevideo. She worked on the morphology of larvae
and juveniles of Peprilus paru (Mantero 1981a), on the
sciaenid Macrodon ancylodon (Mantero 1981b), and on the
anchovy E. anchoita (Mantero 1983, 1986). For the latter,
she described winter spawning from 1979 to 1982. She also
studied the distribution of eggs and larvae of hake Merluc-
cius hubbsi, Trichirus lepturus, and Stromateus sp. and assessed
the spawning adult anchovy in this area from 1980 to 1981.
During the last Symposium on Fisheries Investigations,
held in December 1988 in Rio Grande, Brazil, Nion and
Rios (1988) presented research conducted on the assess-
ment of anchovy eggs and larvae in Uruguayan waters,
together with studies on nursery grounds, mainly for the
0 group.

Other studies have included the work of Ubal et al.
(1987) on the season, area, size, and structure of the spawn-
ing stock of hake, and of Grunwaldt (1986) on the fecun-
dity of this species. Studies on early life-history stages of
fish are carried out in GNAPE, Montevideo. There ap-
pears to be some interest in early life-history investigations
at the Universidad de la Republica, Montevideo.

Brazil

The first publications on early life stages of fish appeared
in Brazil in the 1970’s. During the period 1970-1980, many
papers were published by Matsuura and his collaborators,
Phonlor, Weiss and her collaborators, and others. Since
1980, this research has intensified, the number of inves-
tigators increased, and new aspects have been considered.
Studies have mainly been conducted off the southeastern
and mid-section coasts which support large commercial fish
populations. There is little information available from the
northern and northeastern zones. Brazil has a very large
coastline, approximately 8000 km, from 5° N up to 34°S,
most of which encompasses the tropical and subtropical
regions with their typical ichthyofauna.

Several species are being investigated in these studies,
particularly those of economic value. One of the most
important species for the Brazilian fishery is the sardine,
Sardinella brasiliensis. In the southeastern area, the catch
in 1973 reached 288000 metric tons (Matsuura 1987).
The most intensive spawning and the highest density of
larvae occurs between 22° and 26°C, and between 34.5
and 36%w (Matsuura 1979). Since 1973, catches have

fluctuated from year to year and now are low, while the
abundance of anchovy is high (Rossi-Wongtschowski from
the Instituto Oceanografico, Sdo Paulo, pers. commun.
Dec. 1988). Consequently, sardine are being intensively
studied under an Integrated Research Sardine Program,
in which investigations on its early stages of development
are included, and in which several institutions have
participated, mainly the Instituto Oceanografico in Sao
Paulo.

Research on this species is closely related to recruitment
and the estimation of spawning stocks through the egg pro-
duction method. Recent papers published on the sardine
include Matsuura (1986, a and b) on its exploitation,
recruitment, and assessment of spawning stocks; Rossi-
Wongtschowski et al. (1988) on spawning, reproductive
cycle, and fecundity; and Campaner and Hondo (1987)
on the co-occurrence of the copepod, Calanoides carinatus,
and sardine larvae. Additional studies such as the estima-
tion of the spawning stocks by Matsuura, Katsuragawa,
and collaborators; larval mortality, calculated by Matsuura
as 28 % daily; and other studies have been carried out on
the species. Also, investigations in the formation of daily
increments in otoliths are being conducted.

Anchovy is another commercially important pelagic
species and is shared by Brazil, Uruguay, and Argentina.
Among more recent publications are Matsuura and Naka-
tami (1980) on methodological characteristics related to the
collection of samples; Hubold (1982b) on reproductive
ecology; Nakatami (1982), Weiss and Almeida (1983), and
Phonlor (1984) on morphology and distribution of eggs and
larvae; and Weiss et al. (in press) on egg mortality in dif-
ferent regions. Methodological aspects are being considered
at present by Katsuragawa and others.

Publications on scombrids include larval abundance of
five species of tunas between 23° and 29°S by Matsuura
and Sato (1981), spawning of Katsuwonus pelamis by Mat-
suura (1982, a and b; Matsuura 1986a), and distribution
of larvae of several tuna and mackerel species by Mafalda
and Weiss (1988). Yoneda, Katsuragawa, and co-workers
at the Instituto Oceanografico in Sao Paulo are developing
experiments on rearing scombrid and sciaenid larvae in
the laboratory.

Papers on other species include Matsuura and Katsura-
gawa (1981, 1985) on larvae of Balistes capricus; Matsuura
and Yoneda (1986, 1987) on larvae of Lophius gastrophysus;,
Weiss et al. (1987) on larvae of Antigonia capris and Zenop-
sis conchifer; Sato and Matsuura (1986) on larvae of Thyr-
sitops lepidopoides; Weiss and Hubold (1988) on eggs and
larvae of Maurolicus mueller:. Sadowski and Almeida-Dias
(1986) and Vieira (1988) have studied Mugil liza and M.
platanus and discovered a long spawning period and egg
and larvae transport of the former in the inverse direction
of the migration of spawning adults. Sinque et al. (1983)
worked on larval distribution of Sciaenidae in Paranagua
Bay.
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More general studies that deal with egg and larval
distribution in relation to environmental conditions are
Weiss (1981); Muelbert and Weiss (1991) on ichthyo-
plankton in the Los Patos Lagoon; Weiss and Souto (1988)
on ichthyoplankton along the southern coast of Brazil,
Sinque (in press) on ichthyoplankton in Paranagua Bay;
and Monteiro-Ribas and Mureb (1988) on ichthyoplankton
in the zone of upwelling off Cabo Frio. There are also
publications on the distribution of Antarctic fish larvae in
Bransfield Straits (Sinque et al. 1986, a and b). Recently
Souto (1988, a and b) has investigated reproduction and
extra vitelline nutrition of sharks, Mustelus schmitti and
M. canis, and Ponz-Louro and Rossi-Wongtschowski
(1988) the reproduction of various species of rays.

At the Universidad de Rio Grande do Sul (FURG),
Departamento de Oceanografia, Weiss and her group have
been working with ichthyoplankton on the shelf off Rio
Grande and Los Patos Lagoon. At the same university,
in the Laboratorio de Bioensayos, Phonlor with his co-
workers have been conducting physiological experiments
on fish larvae, such as time of yolk absorption, critical
period, starvation, mortality and growth at various tem-
peratures.

Sinque and his group at the Universidad Federal do
Parana have continued their studies on coastal ichthyo-
plankton distribution, (including the estuarine area off
Parana) and on the eggs and larvae of Antarctic fish in con-
nection with the Biomass International Program.

At the Instituto de Oceanografico, Sao Paulo, where
intensive research on sardine is performed, Matsuura,
Katsuragawa, and collaborators are also working on micro-
distribution in spatial and temporal series of eggs and lar-
vae of pelagic fish in the northern littoral area of Sao Paulo,
on comparative ontogeny of genera of the family Caran-
gidae in the southeastern region of Brazil, and on the
development and distribution of some species of the genus
Symphurus in the same region.

At the Universidad Federal in Rio de Janeiro, A.C.
Teixeira and collaborators are working on mesopelagic
larvae from Guanabara Bay. They also plan to study the
ichthyoplankton of Antarctic fish under an agreement
between Brazil and the Federal Republic of Germany.

The principal Brazilian institutions where studies on
early life stages of marine fish are carried out are

Fundagao Universidade de Rio Grande do Sul (FURG),
Departamento de Oceanografia, Rio Grande: G. Weiss,
F.M. Souto. FURG, Laboratorio de Bioensayos:
G. Phonlor.

Universidad Federal de Parana, Centro de Biologia
Marina, Paranagua, Parana: Ch. Sinque, S. Koblitz,
and L.M. Costa.

Instituto Oceanografico, Sdo Paulo: Y. Matsuura, M. Kat-
suragawa, N.T. Yoneda, H.L. Spach, F.W. Kurtz,
E.M. Kitahara, E. Futema, E. Masami.

Universidad Federal de Rio de Janeiro, Instituto de
Biologia, Lab. Ictioplankton: A.C. Teixeira Bonecher,
A. de Souza Dias Neto.

Conclusions

This review of studies of early life-history stages and re-
cruitment in marine fish in South American countries
shows that they began at the end of the 1950’s with descrip-
tive studies of eggs and larvae and progressed to studies
of distribution in relation to the environment, to more
highly developed studies in some countries today. Scien-
tists and managers have agreed that an understanding of
the factors that control recruitment is one of the most im-
portant requirements in fishery research today. Thus,
studies on feeding, predation, and advection of eggs and
larvae are considered in the context of the whole plankton
community in which they occur.

Several international institutions recommend the study
of early life-history stages of fish in relation to all environ-
mental parameters, for predicting the success or failure of
a year class. At present in South America, as in the other
parts of the world, research on recruitment is being devel-
oped from various disciplines, including physics, meteor-
ology, and solar energy, as the only way to explain and
understand the causes that define the success of a year class.
Spatio-temporal studies at the micro scale are also con-
sidered important, in order to obtain data on various
aspects of population dynamics of fish embryos and lar-
vae of different species. Finally, international cooperation
has proved most valuable for encouragement and develop-
ment of this discipline.
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ABSTRACT

Identification of red drum Sciaenops ocellatus eggs, especially those in late stages of development,
was found to be feasible using modal analysis of egg diameter frequency distributions. However,
because of the scarcity of red drum eggs in collections, both the description of the seasonal spawning
curve in 1984 and 1985 and a spawner biomass estimate in 1986 were based on larval abundance
data and not egg data. Most spawning in east Louisiana (LA), Mississippi (MS), and Alabama
(AL) coastal and shelf waters occurred from early September through early October when water
temperatures over the shelf were decreasing rapidly from 27-29°C in early September to 24-25°C
in early October. Red drum larvae used to estimate spawner biomass were collected during
September 1986 over most of the east LA-MS-AL shelf with the exception of the midshelf region.
The resulting first-order approximation of spawning stock in the study area, 567 metric tons (1.25
million pounds), is almost certainly an underestimate. Variability among catches of larvae from
which egg production was estimated probably caused this underestimation. Sampling effort dur-
ing a subsequent survey was tripled in an attempt to reduce sampling error and thus improve

the accuracy of this estimate.

Introduction

Concern that overfishing of adult red drum Sciaenops ocellatus
in offshore federal waters was seriously reducing popula-
tion levels in the northern Gulf of Mexico has resulted in
emergency regulations during recent years. The main
impetus for the emergency management decisions which
closed down the commercial fishery and limited the sport
fishery for this species was the lack of precise knowledge
of the biomass of adult red drum in offshore waters. In-
sufficient data are available to directly estimate population
size; because there is no longer a directed commercial
fishery for this species, stock size estimates based on com-
mercial catches are not available. Recently, two estimates
of stock size have been produced using fishery-independent
data from a mark and recapture effort in northcentral Gulf
waters and a Gulf-wide aerial survey (Lohoefener et al.

1988; Nichols 1988).

Because no single method for stock size assessment is
without potential biases and shortcomings (Ricker 1975;
Smith and Richardson 1977), another fishery-independent
method, based on the production of eggs and larvae, was
used in an attempt to provide additional abundance in-
formation on that portion of the red drum stock in east
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama waters. This paper
presents the resulting first-order estimate of red drum
spawner biomass based on larval abundance, new data on
batch fecundity and spawning frequency, and a descrip-
tion of the seasonal spawning pattern in the north-central

Gulf of Mexico.

Methods

Collections
Ichthyoplankton collections were taken during 11 sampling

17



18 NOAA Technical Report NMFS 95: Larval Fish Recruitment and Research

8& 30’
|

88’00

MISSISSIPPI SOUND

MOBILE Bayl|l

Vi
=4
o .
Zz
3 &

J =3 Lo
- % 3000
> ¥
wooog
= 9
w 1
e
4
: J
o 7
5
°

) - 29 30
/ 3 o Red drum larvae

g 1 % Probable red drum eggs

Figure 1
Occurrence of red drum eggs and larvae at nineteen locations on the east LA-MS-AL shelf during the 1986
ichthyoplanktin survey, 8-11 September. The hatched area encompasses assumed red drum spawning area. H =

Horn Island; PB = Petit Bois Island.

periods (6 in 1984 and 5 in 1985) each extending 24-48
h in duration at approximate biweekly intervals from
late August to early November (Lyczkowski-Shultz et al.
1988a). Additional collections were taken during a shelf-
wide survey of 4 days duration, 8-11 September 1986
(Lyczkowski-Shultz 1987). Similar surveys were conducted
in September 1987 and 1988. The sampling series in 1984
and 1985 were taken in Mississippi coastal waters in the
near vicinity of a subsurface current drogue which iden-
tified the water mass to be sampled during a particular
cruise (Lyczkowski-Shultz et al. 1988a). Collections from
the 1986 survey were taken at nineteen predetermined loca-
tions on the east LA-MS-AL shelf (Fig. 1).

Collections were taken with a 1 x 1.4-m Tucker trawl

with an effective mouth opening of 1 x 1 m when the net
is fished at a 45° angle. The opening-closing Tucker trawl
consisted of three nets with 0.333-mm mesh netting which
were operated by messengers. Tow path for these collec-
tions was horizontal, and of approximately 5-minutes dura-
tion. At each station in 1986, collections were made at
nominal depth strata of 1 and 5 m. A third, deeper level,
usually at 210 m, was sampled in 1984 and 1985.

A conductivity/temperature/depth probe (CTD)
mounted 0.5 m above the Tucker trawl on the conduct-
ing/towing cable monitored sample depth and obtained
vertical profiles of temperature and salinity prior to sample
collection. Digital flowmeters in each Tucker trawl mea-
sured volume filtered.



Samples were preserved at sea in 5-10% buffered for-
malin and later (one week to six months) transferred to
70% ethanol for final preservation. In the laboratory all
fish larvae were removed from either the entire sample or
from a one-half aliquot using a Motoda plankton splitter.
Fish eggs were removed from either the whole sample or
a known aliquot, depending on the density of eggs present.
A target subsample of eggs from each sample was 200.
Standard length (SL) of larvae was measured to the nearest
0.1 mm at 12 x; egg diameters were measured to the
nearest 0.02 mm at 50 x using a stereomicroscope.

Egg Identification Methodology

Egg identifications were based on descriptions of red drum
egg morphology (Holt et al. 1981; Holt et al. 1988), and
comparison with modal size and size-frequency character-
istics of known red drum eggs collected in the study area
(Lyczkowski-Shultz et al. 1988b). The identity of these eggs
was established after eggs in one collection were hatched
in shipboard rearing containers and the larvae reared until
positive identifications were made. Comparative informa-
tion on the size and morphology of eggs of co-occurring
taxa was taken largely from Moser et al. (1984).

Biomass Estimation Procedure

The adult biomass of red drum was calculated with an
equation modified from Houde (1977):

Pa"W
B = %
F-K-S§

]

where B = biomass of adults in the stock
P, = total number of eggs spawned in one day
(daily egg production)
W = mean weight of adults in the stock (when sex
ratio is 1:1)
= mean batch fecundity of females
= proportion of adults that are females
= proportion of females that are spawning on
a particular day (spawning fraction).

“yy Ny

The low frequency of occurrence of red drum eggs
precluded estimation of spawning biomass directly from
egg densities. To calculate daily egg production (#;) from
larval densities we estimated larval mortality rate and
assumed that the mean density of individuals at time 0 ap-
proximated mean daily egg density. Mortality, the decline
in numbers of fish over time, is the slope of the exponen-
tial function relating larval abundance and age:

D, = Dy exp (—2t) (Ricker 1975), .
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where Dt = density of larvae at time ¢
Dy = mean density of individuals at time 0 (i.e.,
density of eggs)
Z = instantaneous mortality coefficient
t = age of size class in days since spawning.

Size class age and densities were fitted to this exponential
function with a nonlinear least squares routine using a
pseudo-Gauss-Newton algorithm (Dixon and Brown 1979;
Picquelle and Hewitt 1983). Ages were assigned to mid-
points of the 0.5-mm size classes using the growth equa-
tion L = 1.310 exp (0.130 ¢), where L = notochord or
standard length and ¢ = larval age in days. This equation
described the growth of red drum larvae in September 1985
at temperatures that were similar to those found during
the 1986 survey, 27.8°-29.0°C and 28.1°-29.0°C, respec-
tively (Comyns et al. 1989). The density of each age class
was corrected for stage duration by dividing the density
estimate of each age class by their respective durations so
that abundances of all size classes would be standardized
with regard to time (Houde 1977).

Daily egg production was derived by multiplying the
estimated mean egg (age 0) density by the volume of water
in the spawning area. The spawning area in 1986 was
defined as that portion of the survey area where red drum
eggs and larvae were captured. One station (stn. 13) at
which no red drum eggs or larvae were found was included
in the spawning area because this station was surrounded
by positive stations. The area associated with a station was
taken to extend midway between that station and adjacent
stations. Water volume was calculated by multiplying the
area over which red drum spawned, by the depth to which
collections were taken (5 m).

Data on reproductive biology of red drum came from
specimens collected by purse seine from Louisiana coastal
waters in the vicinity of the mouth of the Mississippi River
in September of 1986, 1987, and 1988, when spawning was
assumed to be at or near its peak (Wilson et al. 1988). The
red drum larvae used in the present study were collected
just east of the Mississippi River mouth in Mississippi
coastal waters. We assumed that reproductive parameters
of red drum from these adjacent localities would not differ
because the results of mark and recapture, electrophoretic,
and morphological studies indicate that red drum in the
Gulf of Mexico form a single genetic stock (Ramsey and
Wakeman 1987; Nichols 1988; Poss 1988; Wakeman and
Ramsey 1988).

Batch fecundity of an individual was determined from
numbers of hydrated oocytes in six subsamples of ovarian
tissue (Hunter et al. 1985; Wilson et al. 1988). Spawning
females, i.e. fish that had spawned within 24 hours of
sampling, were identified by the presence of post-ovulatory
follicles in ovarian tissue (Hunter and Macewicz 1985; Fitz-
hugh et al. 1988; Wilson et al. 1988). Spawning fraction
was the ratio of spawning females to the total number of



20

NOAA Technical Report NMFS 95: Larval Fish Recruitment and Research

Table 1
Summary of collection dates, effort, frequency of occurrence, and mean density (all sampling depths and times combined) of
Sciaenops ocellatus larvae captured near the subsurface current drogue in waters of the northcentral Gulf of Mexico during late
summer and fall months 1984-85.
Mean density

Total (Number per 100 m®)

volume Occurrence

filtered No. of — — No. of All Positive
Cruise Date (m?) collections frequency percent specimens collections collections
84-8 30-31 Aug. 1984 11617 9 3 33 15 1.34 3.97
84-9-1 13-14 Sept. 1984 7427 29 28 97 5839 78.62 82.29
84-9-2 26-27 Sept. 1984 3016 10 9 90 256 8.49 9.12
84-10-1 10-11 Oct. 1984 4480 13 12 92 606 13.53 14.35
84-10-2 23-25 Oct. 1984 5016 19 il 5 2 0.04 0.63
84-11 07-09 Nov. 1984 2739 9 0 0 0 0 0
85-8 28 Aug. 1985 897 3 1 33 4 0.45 1.20
85-9-1 11-12 Sept. 1985 6864 27 21 78 447 6.51 8.44
85-9-2 25-26 Sept. 1985 2284 8 5 63 19 0.83 1.40
85-10 10-11 Oct. 1985 2445 9 7 78 54 2.21 2.90
85-11 4 Nov. 1985 1257 5 1 20 1 0.08 0.35

mature females in the sample. The inverse of this ratio
estimates the time in days between successive spawnings
and approximates spawning frequency. Mean batch fecun-
dity and spawning fraction were determined from obser-
vations made in September of 1986, 1987, and 1988. Data
from three years were combined because of the relatively
small sample sizes in each individual year. Estimates of
mean weight and sex ratio were calculated from observa-
tions made in September 1986.

Age in days of red drum larvae used to backcalculate
spawning dates during the 1984 and 1985 seasons was
determined from growth equations and/or raw length-at-
age data using counts of daily increments in sagittae of
larvae from the same collections or from collections where
water temperatures were most similar (Comyns et al.
1989). Approximate spawning dates were estimated for
each cruise in 1984 and 85 by subtracting the modal age
in days (or range in age when no mode was present) from
the capture date.

Results

Occurrence of Red Drum Eggs

Examination of 38 collections from 11 sampling series con-
ducted in late August to early November 1984 and 1985,
and examination of 125 collections taken during shelfwide
surveys in September of 1986, 1987, and 1988, resulted
in only four occurrences of red drum eggs.

Physical Environment

From September to early November the water column in

the sampling region was relatively well mixed (Lyczkowski-
Shultz et al. 1988a). Temperatures generally ranged from
27 to 29°C in August and September, from 24 to 26°C
in October, and from 22 to 23°C in early November. A
seasonal trend in salinity was not as evident. Salinities
within the upper 13 m generally ranged from 25 to 34 ppt
in August and September, from 28 to 34 ppt in October,
and from 32 to 35 ppt in early November.

Spawning Seasonality

Seasonal Patterns in Abundance—Patterns of seasonal
abundance of red drum larvae were consistent in 1984 and
1985. Red drum larvae were most numerous in mid-
September. Mean larval density (number of larvae per
100 m?, all collections) in mid-September 1984 and 1985
was 78.6 and 6.5, respectively (Table 1). Lowest larval
abundances were found in August and late October-
November, when densities never exceeded 1.4. Observed
spawning dates for red drum in LA-MS-AL coastal waters
ranged from 21 August to 2 November (Table 2). Spawn-
ing dates backcalculated from collections during time of
maximum larval abundance for each year were 7 and 8
September 1984 and 2, 6, and 9 September 1985.

Biomass Estimate of Spawning Stock

Spawning Area—During the 1986 survey a total of 347
red drum larvae were collected at nine of the nineteen
stations and probable red drum eggs were collected at two
stations (Table 3). The spawning area generally enveloped
the 10-fm bottom contour and was estimated to cover 6.497
x 10 m? (Fig. 1). Red drum spawning does occur in
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Table 2
Range in age and age of modal size class(es) (to the nearest 0.5 day) of red drum larvae
collected during cruises from 1984-85. Backcalculated spawning dates were based on age
of modal size class(es) except where no mode was present, then spawning date was calculated
from the range in age.
Range in age Modal age Approx.

Cruise Date (days) (days) spawning date
84-8 30-31 Aug. 1984 30- 7.5 5.0 25 Aug.
84-9-1 13-14 Sept. 1984 2.0 - 8.0 5.0 8 Sept.
84-9-2 26-27 Sept. 1984 2.0- 7.5 5.0 21 Sept.
84-10-1 10-11 Oct. 1984 4.0 - 20.0 7.5,9.0 3 Oct, 30 Sept.
84-10-2 23-25 Oct. 1984 6.5 18 Oct.
85-8 28 Aug. 1985 3.0- 6.5 — 25, 21 Aug.
85-9-1 11-12 Sept. 1985 2.0 - 12.0 2.0,9.5 9, 2 Sept.
85-9-2 25-26 Sept. 1985 2.0/= 7.0 2.0 23 Sept.
85-10 10-11 Oct. 1985 2.0-11.0 6.0 4 Oct.
85-11 4 Nov. 1985 2.0 2 Nov.

Chandeleur Sound, but this area was not included in the
1986 survey. The volume of water used in estimating
total daily egg production was approximately 3.249 x
1010 m3,

Larval Mortality and Daily Egg Production—Mean
density of red drum larvae within the spawning area
(Figure 1) was 5.06 larvae per 100 m? (SE = 2.01). Ex-
amination of the overall size-frequency distribution of red
drum larvae from the 1986 survey indicated the presence
of two size groups (Fig. 2). If combined, the less abundant
group of smaller larvae would reduce the estimated mor-
tality rate, not because mortality within this cohort was
necessarily lower, but because there were fewer individuals
in this cohort owing probably to either sampling variabil-
ity or lower spawning intensity. Consequently, mortality
and mean egg density estimates were derived only from
the five older 0.5-mm size classes (3-5 mm).

The exponential function describing the nonlinear re-
gression of duration-corrected age class densities (Table 4)
on age for 3-5 mm red drum larvae was (Fig. 3):

D, = 43.8 exp (—0.521 1),

where 43.8 = mean density at time 0 (No. per 100
m?), i.e. mean daily egg density, with a

standard error of 68.78
0.521 = instantaneous mortality rate with a stan-

dard error of 0.207.

Daily egg production, estimated by multiplying mean
daily egg density by the volume of water encompassing the
1986 spawning area, was 1.4229 x 10!0 eggs per day. The
standard error of this estimate was 2.23 x 1010 eggs per
day.

Sex Ratio and Mean Weight—The sex ratio (K) was
assumed to be 1:1. Actual values were 51 % male and 49%
female (n = 327). Mean weight (W) was 8.517 kg (n =
325, SE = 2.332). Although mean weight of females is
greater than mean weight of males, overall mean weight
can be used in the biomass formula because the sex ratio
is approximately 1:1.

Mean Batch Fecundity (F) and Spawning Fraction
(8)—Mean batch fecundity was 2.128 x 100 eggs (n = 15,
SE = 0.164 x 105). This estimate of mean batch fecundity
is probably underestimated because purse seine sampling
could be conducted only during daylight hours but red
drum do not begin spawning until after dark (Holt et al.
1985). Consequently, eggs that would hydrate just prior
to spawning would not have been included in estimates of
mean batch fecundity. Mean spawning fraction, deter-
mined from the percentage of females with post-ovulatory
follicles in ovarian tissue, was 0.20 (n = 245, SE = 0.045),
indicating a spawning frequency of approximately once
every five days in September.

Biomass Estimate—Incorporation of estimates of P;, W,
F, K, and § into the biomass equation resulted in an
estimated spawner biomass of 567 metric tons (1.25 x

106 Ib).

Discussion

Unlike most sciaenids in northcentral Gulf waters, the red
drum has a restricted spawning period. Based on larval
age and abundance data, red drum spawning in 1984 and
1985 extended from August until late October or early
November, with peak spawning in September. During the
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Table 3
Catch summary for red drum eggs and larvae collected during an ichthyoplankton survey of east LA-MS-AL shelf and coastal
waters, 8-11 September 1986.
Eggs Larvae
Volume
filtered Sampling Total No. per Total No. per
Station Date Time (m®) depth no. 100 m? no. 100 m®
01 09/08/86 1807 504.5 5 0 0.00 0 0.00
01 09/08/86 1812 313.9 1 0 0.00 4 1.27
02 09/08/86 0000 284.8 1 0 0.00 4 1.40
02 09/08/86 0005 303.4 5 0 0.00 4 1.32
03 09/09/86 0325 267.8 1 2240 836.00 0 0.00
03 09/09/86 0329 266.1 5 0 0.00 0 0.00
04 09/09/86 0729 255.0 5 0 0.00 24 9.41
04 09/09/86 0734 309.0 1 0 0.00 4 1.29
05° 09/09/86 1201 231.6 5 0 0.00 0 0.00
05°¢ 09/09/86 1206 221.9 1 0 0.00 0 0.00
06 09/09/86 1616 374.7 5 0 0.00 40 10.68
06 09/09/86 1621 311.9 1 0 0.00 4 1.28
07 09/09/86 1959 262.4 1 0 0.00 1 0.38
07 09/09/86 2004 165.8 5 0 0.00 0 0.00
08¢ 09/09/86 2240 212.5 1 0 0.00 0 0.00
08¢ 09/09/86 2245 192.3 5 0 0.00 0 0.00
09°¢ 09/10/86 0149 234.8 1 0 0.00 0 0.00
09° 09/10/86 0154 262.0 5 0 0.00 0 0.00
10 09/10/86 0444 268.8 1 24 9.00 0 0.00
10 09/10/86 0449 227.3 5 0 0.00 0 0.00
11 09/10/86 0733 376.2 5 0 0.00 4 1.06
11 09/10/86 0739 222.9 1 0 0.00 4 1.79
12 09/10/86 1124 300.8 5 0 0.00 66 21.94
12 09/10/86 1130 212.9 1 0 0.00 106 49.79
13 09/10/86 1348 242.9 H 0 0.00 0 0.00
13 09/10/86 1353 215:0 1 0 0.00 0 0.00
144 09/10/86 1558 321.3 5 0 0.00 0 0.00
LA:e 09/10/86 1603 253.0 1 0 0.00 0 0.00
152 09/10/86 1857 327.3 1 0 0.00 0 0.00
15¢ 09/10/86 1901 404.1 5] 0 0.00 0 0.00
16” 09/10/86 2123 216.7 1 0 0.00 0 0.00
16 09/10/86 2129 213.1 5 0 0.00 0 0.00
17* 09/10/86 2310 264.0 1 0 0.00 0 0.00
174 09/10/86 2315 222.8 5 0 0.00 0 0.00
18 09/11/86 0130 2595 1 0 0.00 2 0.77
18 09/11/86 0135 281.6 5 0 0.00 0 0.00
19 09/11/86 0419 360.1 1 0 0.00 12 3.33
19 09/11/86 0424 274.7 5 0 0.00 68 24.71
“Stations were not considered to be in spawning area and were consequently omitted from calculations of larval density and water volume.

period of peak spawning, water temperatures over the shelf
decreased from 27-29°C in early September to 24-25°C
in early October 1984 and 1985. Although our collections
did not extend beyond early November, water tempera-
tures in November 1984 and 1985 were already approach-
ing 20°C, the lower limit for spawning in this species (Holt
et al. 1981). Data on the reproductive biology of red drum
from the northcentral Gulf of Mexico also indicated a
restricted spawning season, with gonosomatic indices of

both sexes and oocyte maturity peaking in September
(Wilson et al. 1988). Peters and McMichael (1987) noted

that within-season spawning peaks of red drum in the
Tampa Bay area of Florida were associated with new and
full moons. Our data agree with these observations. Peak
spawning in east LA-MS-AL coastal waters occurred
within a week of the September full moon in 1984 and
1985.

In order to estimate egg production from egg or larva
data, samples should be representative of the entire
seasonal and areal extent of spawning. Temporal coverage
of spawning in species with relatively short spawning
seasons, like red drum, may not be as critical if the time
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Table 4
Age and duration-corrected density of size classes used to
estimate mortality rate of red drum larvae.

Size Mean Stage Duration

class age duration Density corrected

(mm) (days) (days) (#/100 m?) density
3.0-3.4 6.99 1.19 1.268 1.065
3.5-3.9 8.09 1.03 0.976 0.948
4.0-4.4 9.05 0.90 0.117 0.130
4.5-4.9 9.91 0.81 0.291 0.359
5.0-5.4 10.68 0.74 0.029 0.039

of most active spawning is sampled or a representative
sample of spawning is obtained (Smith and Richardson
1977; Smith and Hewitt 1985). The assumption that the
September 1986 survey was conducted when red drum
were most actively spawning is supported by historical data
on adult gonadal condition, as well as, temporal abundance
patterns of larvae and postlarvae.

The spawning area represented by our 1986 collections
is only a portion of red drum spawning grounds in the Gulf
of Mexico, which include inner shelf and coastal waters
from Mexico to the Everglades. That our survey area
represents a logical unit or stratum in which to estimate
spawner biomass is supported by recent Gulfwide stock
assessment data from mark/recapture and aerial survey
studies (Lohoefener et al. 1988; Nichols 1988). These data
indicate that the biomass of red drum along the northwest
Florida coast, ie. the area east of our study area, is very
low compared to the area off Alabama, Mississippi, and

Figure 2
Size frequency distribution of red drum larvae captured dur-
ing the 1986 survey of east LA-MS-AL shelf and coastal
waters. Shaded size classes were used to estimate larval mor-
tality and mean egg density.

Louisiana. We have assumed, therefore, that spawning ac-
tivity east of our study area is minimal. To the west of our
study site, the Mississippi River delta restricted movement
of adults into and out of our survey area during the 3 to
4 days over which spawning activity (egg and larval pro-
duction) was measured in 1986. Nichol’s (1988) tag recap-
ture data support this contention in that few fish were found
to have crossed the river mouth during his study.

Egg production can be calculated either directly from
egg abundance or indirectly from larva abundance if lar-
val mortality rate can be calculated (Sette and Ahlstrom
1948; Houde 1977; Parker 1980, McGowan and Richards
1986). In this study, egg production was back calculated
from larval densities because of the low frequency of oc-
currence of red drum eggs, caused most likely by the short
incubation period (1 day) (Holt et al. 1985; Holt et al. 1988)
and highly contagious spatial distribution of the eggs. Use
of larvae instead of eggs to calculate egg production can
cause numerous problems which may bias and, most cer-
tainly, reduce precision of the resultant spawner biomass
estimate. Foremost among these problems is that eggs and
newly hatched larvae may experience different mortality
rates, being either higher (Smith 1973; Houde 1977) or
lower (Picquelle and Hewitt 1983), than older larvae. The
direction and magnitude of ontogenetic differences in mor-
tality rate of red drum is unknown.

Another serious limitation in estimating egg production
from larval densities is the highly variable nature of larval
catches on which the slope of the larval abundance vs. age
regression, ie. instantaneous mortality rate (Z), is based.
To calculate a meaningful value of Z, larval density must
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Figure 3
The relationship between duration cor-
rected density and mean age of 3.0-5.0
mm size classes of red drum larvae. The
solid line describes the exponential func-

MEAN AGE OF SIZE CLASS (days)

tion of the data fitted to a nonlinear
regression, and the dashed line describes
the exponential function solved using log
transformed density data.

be accurately measured, and an adequate range in size
classes must be represented so that the descending limb
of the size-frequency distribution approximates the ex-
ponential decline of larval abundance with age. In Sep-
tember 1986, Z was estimated to be 0.521 (SE = 0.207),
which equals a daily loss of 40.6 % per day ([1 — exp 0.521]
x 100). This rate is similar to Z values of 0.36 and 0.64
that have been reported for another sciaenid, Cynoscion
nebulosus, off Florida (Peebles and Tolley 1988). In an
earlier calculation of the 1986 red drum spawner biomass
(Lyczkowski-Shultz et al. 1988b), the same data were
fitted to the exponential function using a logarithmic
transformation, resulting in a steeper slope (Z = 0.81) and
a spawner biomass estimate of 11.7 million pounds (Fig.
3). Examination of residuals later showed the logarithmic
transformation of these data to be inappropriate.
Estimates of larval fish mortality can also be affected by
two potential biases associated with sampling gear: in-
complete recruitment to the sampling gear by the smallest
larvae and avoidance of sampling gear by the largest lar-

vae. Using the extensive larval red drum data sets from
the 1984 and 1985 seasons, we determined that these
sources of bias did not affect the mortality estimate. The
shape of length-frequency distributions from over 200 col-
lections indicated that the 3.0-mm size class, the smallest
size class used in the mortality estimate, was fully recruited
to the sampling gear used in this study. Comparison of
daytime and nighttime collections showed no pattern of in-
creasing catches of larvae within the larger size classes on
which the 1986 mortality estimate was based (Lyczkowski-
Shultz et al. 1988a), indicating that gear avoidance dur-
ing daylight was not a factor.

Collections during the September 1986 survey were
taken at 1 and 5 m because preliminary data from the 1984
and 1985 spawning seasons suggested that red drum lar-
vae were concentrated in the upper 5 m of the water column
(Lyczkowski-Shultz et al. 1988a). This premise is supported
with data from 130 discrete-depth samples collected in the
study area during five cruises in September of 1984, 1985,
and 1987, when depths below 5 m were sampled; mean



density in the upper 5 m was 34.2 larvae per 100 m?,
while mean density between 7 and 12 m (the maximum
depth sampled) was only 3.7 larvae per 100 m? (Lyczkow-
ski-Shultz et al. 1988a; Lyczkowski-Shultz, unpubl. data).
If the low density of larvae found between 7 and 12 m had
extended throughout the entire water column (mean water
depth was 17 m), larval abundance and the subsequent
biomass estimate could have been underestimated by up
to 25%.

Net movement of red drum larvae into or out of the
survey area could potentially bias measurement of egg and
" larval production, ie. spawning activity. However, recent
published reports (Chuang et al. 1982; Schroeder et al.
1985; Dinnel 1988), as well as our own observations on
surface water circulation patterns over the LA-MS-AL shelf
(Lyczkowski-Shultz et al. 1988a), clearly show that there
is no consistent and predictable pattern of larval transport
into or out of the survey area. Additional evidence show-
ing that inshore displacement of larvae was negligible was
the absence of an accumulation of larger and older red
drum larvae at a nearshore sampling site located approx-
imately 15 to 19 km NNW of the offshore sampling sites
in 1984 and 1985.

Our estimate of red drum spawner biomass in north-
central Gulf waters, 1.25 million pounds, is lower than
estimates from two other recent stock assessments. A
mark/recapture study (Nichols 1988) estimated the spawn-
ing stock between Pensacola, FL and Galveston, TX to
be 90 million pounds. Seventeen percent of the stock, 15
million pounds, was estimated to occur between the
Mississippi River Delta and Mobile Bay (Scott Nichols,
NMFS, Southeast Fisheries Center, Pascagoula, MS, pers.
commun. Jan. 1989), an area covering not only the spawn-
ing grounds delimited in this study, but also the Chande-
leur Sound region where red drum spawning is known to
occur. Also, aerial surveys conducted between the Missis-
sippi River Delta and Mobile Bay in the fall of 1987
estimated the biomass of near-surface schools of red drum
between the shoreline and the 12-fm contour to be approx-
imately 11.4 million pounds (Lohoefener et al. 1988). Fur-
ther indication that we underestimated the size of the
spawning stock are reports from the late 1970’s of in-
dividual schools of red drum in the study area that alone
were estimated from aerial observations to have exceeded
our biomass estimate (Overstreet 1983).

This underestimation of the spawner biomass of red
drum in the study area was most likely caused by an
underestimate of mean daily egg production. This estimate
is not only inaccurate, it is also imprecise considering the
large standard error associated with daily egg production.
Although factors such as a higher mortality rate among
eggs and newly hatched larvae than among older larvae
(Houde 1977), or sampling only the upper 5 m, could have
contributed to this underestimation of spawner biomass,
the variability associated with larval catch data was most
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likely the primary cause. Parker (1980) found that the
estimate of egg production in the northern anchovy con-
tributed approximately 8 times more to the coefficient of
variation of the spawner biomass estimate than all other
parameters combined. Sampling effort within the survey
area was tripled in September 1989 using oblique tows in
an attempt to increase the precision of the estimate of lar-
val red drum abundance and thus provide a more accurate
and reliable estimate of red drum spawner biomass.
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ABSTRACT

Ichthyoplankton samples were obtained using double oblique tows of a paired 61-cm bongo
net containing filter meshes of 0.505 and 0.333 mm during the COSMA 16-72 cruise under-
taken 8-14 August, 1972 aboard the RV Virgilio Uribe. Sample depths varied between 7 and 167
m. Temperature and salinity at a depth of 5 m averaged 27.7°C and 36.9 ppt, respectively,
at the sampling stations. Eight scombrid species or species complexes were represented in the
following percentages per 10 m? of sea surface: frigate tunas (duxis spp.) 77%; little tunny
(Euthynnus alletteratus) 7% ; bigeye tuna (Thunnus obesus) 2% ; blackfin tuna (7. atlanticus) 1% king
mackerel (Scomberomorus cavalla) 1% ; Spanish mackerel (S. maculatus) 1%; yellowfin tuna (7.
albacares) <1%; and skipjack tuna (Katsuwonus pelamis) <1% . Thunnus spp. identifiable only to
genus comprised 11% of the larvae. The frigate tunas were the most abundant group, with a
total of 4473 larvae per 10 m? of sea surface. Based on larval abundance of the smallest size
class represented, the reproductive biomass of the frigate tuna complex was estimated to be 163 868
metric tons. The daily mortality coefficient for the frigate tuna larvae was estimated to be 0.346.

The results showed that the frigate tunas are a potential fishery resource in the area.

Introduction

Much interest has been shown in ichthyoplankton research
for the detection and evaluation of potentially important
fishery resources. Studies of eggs and larvae provide a
means of establishing breeding times and areas of the
adults. They also provide, within reliable limits, estimates
of adult biomass and natural mortality during the early
life phases.

The tunas are targets of one of the most economically
important fisheries in the world. Large schools of bluefin,
yellowfin, blackfin, and skipjack tunas have been reported
in the Gulf of Mexico (Bullis 1955; Carranza 1956; Mon-
tolio and Juarez 1976; Richards et al. 1981). However,
from 1964 to 1975 tuna harvests in the Mexican Exclusive

Economic Zone of the Gulf of Mexico totaled only 50%
of the average annual catch by the Mexican tuna fleet in
the Pacific Ocean (Secretaria de Pesca 1987).

This study provides information on the distribution and
abundance of the scombrid species in Campeche Sound,
and establishes, based on an estimate of the reproductive
biomass, that the frigate tunas are a resource with poten-
tial for commercial exploitation in the region.

Materials and Methods

Ichthyoplankton samples were obtained during the
COSMA 16-72 cruise on the RV Virgilio Uribe on 8-14
August, 1972. The cruise was part of the international
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agreement on Cooperative Research in the Caribbean and
Adjacent Regions (CICAR). A total of 80 stations were
located between lat. 18°40°00"-20°53'12"N and long.
90°50'06"-92°58'00" W (Fig. 1).

Samples were collected using oblique tows according to
methods described by Kramer et al. (1972) and Smith and
Richardson (1977). A bongo net with mouth diameter of
0.61 cm and filter meshes of 0.505 mm and 0.333 mm was
towed to a maximum depth of 200 m, or to the depth dic-
tated by the maximum depth of the station. The net was
towed at an average velocity of 1.25 m*s~! (2.5 knots),
and at deployment and recovery rates of 50 m*min~! and
20 m*min !, respectively. Wire angles were determined
for each 10 m of wire recovered throughout the tow.
Calibrated flowmeters were used in the mouth of each
net.

The plankton samples were fixed in a 10% formalin-
seawater solution buffered with saturated sodium borate.

The scombrid larvae were separated from the total sample
and identified to the lowest taxon possible based on pig-
mentation patterns, primarily on the upper and lower parts
of the caudal peduncle, the fore- and mid-brain, and the
extreme upper and lower area of the snout. The height and
number of spines on the first dorsal fin, and the number
of myomeres and vertebrae were taken into account (Jones
1959; Matsumoto 1959, 1962; Ueyanagi 1963; Juarez
1972, 1976; Matsumoto et al. 1972; Nishikawa and Rim-
mer 1987). The clearing and staining technique of Hollister
(1934) was used when necessary, especially for separation
of bigeye tuna, Thunnus obesus, blackfin tuna, 7. atlanticus,
and yellowfin tuna, 7. albacares. The frigate tunas (Auxis
thazard and A. rocher) are difficult to distinguish as larvae
(Uchida 1981), so identification was made only to the genus
level. Standard length (SL) was measured to the nearest
0.1 mm with a stereoscopic microscope equipped with an
ocular micrometer.



The absolute abundance of larvae at each station was
standarized relative to 10 m? of sea surface according to
Kramer et al.’s (1972) formula:

G

N; = 7 10, (1)

J

where N is the number of larvae per 10 m? of sea surface

at station j, C; is the catch of larvae at station j, Z; is the

maximum tow depth in meters at station j, and V; is the

volume of water filtered in cubic meters at station j. Chi-

square analysis was employed to test for differences in the

standarized catches of each species in daytime versus night-
time hauls.

Larval Abundance

The standardized abundance estimates based on the sta-
tions positive for frigate tunas were plotted as contours over
the sampling area. The area of each contour was measured
with a planimeter and divided among the positive stations
to obtain the area represented by each station (Sette and
Ahlstrom 1948). The total number of larvae (7)) in the
area represented by station j was calculated by length class
as

&4

7,~ 4, 2)

B’ = 7’

where 4; is the area in square meters represented by sta-
tion j, and all other parameters are as in Equation 1.

The total number of larvae (P;) by length class over the
entire area represented by the positive stations was calcu-
lated as

J
P, = 3 F, (3)
J =i

where / is the number of stations positive for frigate tunas
during the cruise (Richards et al. 1981).

An estimate of the total larval production (7,) of frigate
tuna of the smallest length class, 2.25-2.75 mm (the
2.5-mm class), during the spawning season was obtained by

P o=, )

where D is the number of days in the spawning season,
and d is the residence time in days of the larvae in the
2.5-mm length class (Richards et al. 1981). The duration
of the reproductive period was assumed to be 180 days
(April-September) based on larval occurrence data in the
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western Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico, and adjacent regions
reported by Klawe and Shimada (1959), Tibbo and Beckett
(1972), Juarez (1976), and Ramirez and Ornelas (in press).
Residence time, d, was calculated using a modification of
a regression, L = 2.66 ¢%%7 where L is length in milli-
meters and 7 1s age in days, fitted to size at age data from
the rearing studies of little tunny (Euthynnus alletteratus)
larvae by Houde and Richards (1969). Since the smallest
frigate tuna larvae collected in our study were about 2.00
mm, we assumed that the hatch length and the equation’s
intercept equal 2.00 and that the exponent is the same as
for little tunny. The modified growth equation converted
to predict age from length was

InL - 1n2.0

5
0.06 ©)

The P, estimate was adjusted to age 0 (P,;) using our
estimate of the daily mortality rate (below) by substituting
P, for P in Equation 7 and solving for P,.

Reproductive Biomass

The reproductive biomass was determined based on the
relative fecundity, sex ratio, and number of larvae pro-
duced during the spawning season (Saville 1964; Ahlstrom
1968). The following equation relates these variables:

bk

B, - %, 6
FK (6)

where B, is the biomass of reproductive adults in grams,
P, is the P, estimate adjusted to age 0, F, is the average
relative fecundity (eggs produced per gram of adult female),
and K is the proportion of adults that are females. The
average relative fecundity was estimated based on Simmons
and McDade’s (1973) equation for female Auxzs sp. of 36.0
to 45.5 cm fork length, F = - 127.262 + 0.542 FL, where
F is the number of eggs ( x 1000) in the most advanced
mode, and FL is the fork length in millimeters. Body
weights of adult frigate tunas were obtained using the
length-weight relationship of Ishida (1971) for Auxis rochei
captured in Japanese waters, W = 6.05 x 10-3 FL33,
where W is the body weight in grams and FL is the fork
length in centimeters. There are no similar data for frigate
tuna in the Atlantic. Thus, female frigate tuna averaging
40.2 cm FL (W = 1190 g) in the Campeche Sound were
assumed to have a relative fecundity of 76 eggs-g~!. Sex
ratios have not been determined for the frigate tunas in
the western Atlantic. Therefore, a 1:1 male to female rela-
tionship (K = 0.5) was assumed based on studies in other
areas, although significant deviations from this value have
been reported (Uchida 1981).
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Larval Mortality Rate

The daily mortality rate (M) for frigate tuna larvae was
calculated using an exponential function

P =P ¢-M 7)

fitted to the number of larvae caught (£) by length class
summed over the positive stations versus the age (7) cor-
responding to the midpoint of each length class estimated
using Equation 5. P, is the absolute abundance at age 0.

Results

Larval Distribution and Abundance

The 80 stations sampled during the COSMA 16-72 cruise
were located on the continental shelf (Fig. 1). Station loca-
tions, depths of tows, water volumes filtered, and envi-
ronmental data are presented in Table 1. Capture data for
the Scombridae are presented in Table 2. The capture
percentages indicate that the most abundant categories
were the frigate tunas, Thunnus spp. not identifiable to

Table 1

Station locations, sampling data, and environmental data for the COSMA 16-72 cruise. Only stations positive for Scombridae
are included.

Position

Station Lat. N. Long. W. Date Hour
3 18°55'58" 92°13'24" 09/08/72 14:00
4 18°51°36" 92°22'30" 09/08/72 11:15
8 18°52'48" 92°54'48" 08/08/72 13:55
9 18°57°00" 92°45'48" 08/08/72 20:23
10 18°58'12" 92°36°00" 09/08/72 00:40
12 19°05°00" 92°17°00" 09/08/72 15:20
13 19°05°00" 92°08'00" 10/08/72 15:18
14 19°15'18" 92°12'12" 10/08/72 03:59
15 19°29'12" 92°07'30" 10/08/72 15:07
16 19°20"12" 92°20'12" 10/08/72 13:30
17 19°13'00" 91°59'18" 10/08/72 12:30
18 19°03'12" 91°54'00" 10/08/72 11:03
24 19°14'42" 91°48'30" 11/08/72 02:43
25 19°20°42" 91°51'54" 11/08/72 01:43

Volume of Depth Physical and chemical date
water of
strained tow Depth Temp. Salinity
(m’) (m) (m) ©C) (PPY)
152.7 20.0 5.0 28.08 37.12
10.0 27.72 37.09
190.4 18.0 5.0 27.84 36.99
10.0 27.62 36.01
207.5 44.0 5.0 29.20 34.70
10.0 27.52 37.06
20.0 24.77 36.82
40.0 23.40 36.84
170.7 50.4 5.0 27.62 36.67
10.0 27.50 37.03
20.0 27.60 37.10
40.0 27.78 36.86
136.3 25.2 5.0 27.72 37.05
10.0 27.61 37.07
20.0 27.60 37.05
149.9 19.8 5.0 28.03 37.05
10.0 28.81 37.05
122.0 22.0 5.0 27.92 36.00
10.0 27.92 36.92
133.3 21.6 5.0 27.92 36.92
10.0 21.92 36.92
141.5 65.0 5.0 — 37.16
10.0 28.50 37.16
20.0 28.95 36.87
40.0 28.01 37.13
253.9 36.9 5.0 28.70 37.02
10.0 28.50 37.06
20.0 28.30 37.05
201.6 25.0 5.0 28.32 36.08
10.0 28.33 36.98
20.0 28.25 37.05
216.0 21.0 5.0 28.20 37.08
10.0 27.85 37.08
159.2 22.0 5.0 28.33 37.19
10.0 28.33 36.98
20.0 28.23 36.97
122.5 23.6 5.0 28.31 37.05
10.0 28.21 37.02
20.0 28.22 36.94
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Table 1 (continued)
Volume of Depth Physical and chemical date
Position water of

-— strained tow Depth Temp. Salinity

Station Lat. N. Long. W. Date Hour (mz) (m) (m) (°C) (ppt)
27 19°40°30" 92°02°06" 11/08/72 22:45 127.6 63.0 5.0 28.53 37.01
10.0 28.54 37.06

20.0 28.53 36.97

40.0 28.23 36.87

29 20°10°30" 92°05'30" 12/08/72 06:58 144.8 70.0 6.0 28.42 37.12
10.0 28.54 37.13

14.0 28.42 37:13

20.0 28.42 37.13

40.0 28.11 37.10

30 20°02'00" 92°02'06" 12/08/72 05:45 138.2 62.0 6.0 28.42 37.14
10.0 28.52 37.14

14.0 28.42 37.14

20.0 28.42 37.12

40.0 28.21 36.95

31 20°53°12" 91°58'06" 12/08/72 02:20 142.1 50.0 6.0 28.45 37.08
10.0 28.55 37.09

14.0 28.55 37.10

20.0 28.42 37.11

40.0 25.31 36.93

32 19°44'00" 91°53'30" 11/08/72 23:27 154.2 54.2 6.0 28.75 36.92
10.0 28.42 37.10

14.0 28.02 37.03

20.0 28.42 37.01

40.0 28.03 36.99

33 19°37°00" 91°50'12" 11/08/72 20:43 154.5 45.0 6.0 28.43 36.93
10.0 28.43 36.02

14.0 28.43 36.99

20.0 28.43 36.99

40.0 28.87 36.88

35 19°18'48" 91°41'00" 11/08/72 15:29 158.7 21.6 6.0 28.50 36.97
10.0 28.50 36.97

14.0 28.30 36.97

20.0 28.00 36.96

36 19°10°06" 91°36'48" 11/08/72 13:07 150.6 18.0 5.0 28.51 36.98
10.0 28.51 36.98

11.0 28.30 36.97

16.5 28.21 36.95

41 19°16'30” 91°29°00" 11/08/72 14:18 187.5 16.2 5.0 27.32 36.96
10.0 28.50 36.96

42 19°25°12" 91°33'06" 11/08/72 16:35 154.2 22.0 5.0 28.20 36.95
10.0 28.60 36.92

20.0 28.31 36.90

43 19°33'36" 91°37'00" 09/08/72 19:10 229.7 30.6 5.0 28.40 36.97
10.0 28.45 36.97

20.0 28.25 37.03

45 19°50°48" 91°45°24" 12/08/72 01:15 186.6 39.0 5.0 28.43 36.99
10.0 28.33 37.02

20.0 28.23 37.00

46 19°59'48" 91°49'48" 12/08/72 04:05 121.5 39.0 5.0 28.01 36.08
10.0 28.02 36.97

20.0 28.02 36.99

48 20°08'30" 91°43°00" 12/08/72 21:44 91.0 32.4 5.0 28.02 36.88
10.0 28.02 36.82

20.0 27.62 36.83

51 19°41'12" 91°31"12" 13/08/72 01:04 124.7 25.0 5.0 28.33 36.94

10.0 28.33 —
20.0 27.93 36.99
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Table 1 (continued)

Volume of Depth Physical and chemical date
Position water of

strained tow Depth Temp. Salinity

Station Lat. N. Long. W. Date Hour (m*) (m) (m) (°C) (ppt)
52 19°37°30" 91°2630" 13/08/72 02:20 111.9 12.0 5.0 28.24 36.95
10.0 28.22 36.94

53 19¢25'12" 91°22'18" 13/08/72 03:15 65.9 15.0 5.0 28.23 36.94
55 19°06'48" 91°16'12" 13/08/72 05:15 78.8 10.8 5.0 28.23 37.33
57 19°22'12" 91°11°06" 14/08/72 12:30 148.0 14.0 5.0 28.71 36.83
10.0 28.81 36.86

58 19°30'42" 91°14'12" 14/08/72 10:59 148.0 14.0 5.0 — 36.99
10.0 — 36.93

59 19°37°18" 91°18'54" 14/08/72 10:09 183.5 25.0 5.0 28.21 36.87
10.0 28.21 36.87

20.0 25.85 36.90

60 19°47°30" 91°22'30" 14/08/72 06:24 123.2 23.4 5.0 28.13 36.91
10.0 28.02 36.95

20.0 27.31 —

61 19°55'30" 91°26'00" 14/08/72 04:50 164.1 30.0 5.0 28.02 36.90
10.0 28.02 36.95

20.0 26.51 36.90

72 19°45°00" 91°59'18" 13/08/72 12:09 1924 14.8 5.0 28.61 37.00
10.0 27.91 36.98

80 18°59'30" 92°58'00" 08/08/72 15:39 248.1 112.0 5.0 27.74 37.03
10.0 28.03 36.01

20.0 27.43 36.97

40.0 23.70 36.86

80.0 21.92 36.89

81 19°14'36" 92°53'06" 08/08/72 17:50 261.5 138.0 5.0 28.00 36.75
10.0 27.40 36.72

20.0 27.51 36.75

40.0 27.51 37.04

80.0 22.29 36.87

82 19°04'48" 92°50"12" 08/08/72 19:10 243.8 91.0 5.0 28.42 33.57
10.0 2731 36.95

20.0 2#.91 37.07

40.0 23.27 36.87

80.0 22.38 36.88

83 19°07°42" 92°41'12" 11/08/72 01:45 133.0 72.0 5.0 28.03 37.07
10.0 27.91 37.08

20.0 27.81 37.07

40.0 23.85 36.86

84 19°16°30" 92°45'00" 11/08/72 03:06 277.7 135.0 5.0 27.51 36.99
10.0 27.05 36.93

20.0 27.51 36.96

40.0 27.50 37.02

80.0 21.99 36.98

85 19°26°42 92°39'12 11/08/72 06:47 298.5 167.0 5.0 28.43 37.09
10.0 — 37.09

20.0 28.22 37.15

40.0 22.58 36.86

80.0 18.64 36.96

86 19°17°00" 92°35°00" 11/08/72 06:47 174.7 99.0 5.0 27.90 37.13
10.0 25.84 36.97

20.0 26.85 37.13

40.0 27.02 37.11

80.0 28.01 36.07

87 19°08'42" 92°33°30" 11/08/72 08:40 258.3 54.0 5.0 — 36.99
10.0 28.22 37.00

20.0 28.20 37.02

40.0 23.10 37.06
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Table 1 (continued)

Volume of Depth Physical and chemical date
Position acer of
strained tow Depth Temp. Salinity
Station Lat. N. Long. W. Date Hour (m3) (m) (m) (°C) (ppt)
90 19°2130" 92°26'00" 11/08/72 18:04 167.1 84.0 5.0 28.50 37.03
10.0 — 37.05
20.0 28.40 37.05
40.0 28.00 37.09
80.0 21.91 —
92 19°42'42" 92°24'42" 10/08/72 24:18 244.8 140.0 5.0 28.32 36.98
10.0 27.00 37.11
20.0 28.32 37.14
40.0 28.22 37.21
80.0 22.60 37.15
93 19°32°00" 92°19'48" 09/08/72 19:43 180.1 86.4 5.0 28.51 37.12
10.0 30.44 37.12
20.0 28.41 37.15
40.0 28.31 37.16
80.0 21.90 36.86
94 19°23'24" 92°16'18" 10/08/72 02:41 127.3 39.0 5.0 28.31 37.04
10.0 28.21 36.86
20.0 28.22 37.05
95 19°3700" 92°13'00" 10/08/72 16:53 181.5 108.0 5.0 28.50 37:14
10.0 — 37.13
20.0 28.40 37.15
40.0 28.21 37.15
80.0 22.60 37.15
96 19°51'06" 92°29'36" 10/08/72 18:53 173.4 90.0 5.0 — —
10.0 — —
20.0 33.29 36.95
40.0 — —
80.0 28.2 36.97
[
Table 2
Relative abundance (number of larvae per 10 m? of sea surface) of the Scombridae captured dur-
ing the COSMA 16-72 cruise. Positive stations are stations at which scombrid larvae were collected.
Number per 10 m?
Number of Percentage of
Species positive stations Total Daytime Nighttime total
Frigate tuna 37 4473 370 4103 7
Thunnus spp. 36 651 180 471 11
Little tunny 21 417 113 304 7
Bigeye tuna 6 120 51 69 2
Blackfin tuna 2 58 — 58 1
King mackerel 8 35 16 19 1
Spanish mackerel 2 31 27 4 1
Yellowfin tuna 2 24 24 — 1
Skipjack tuna 1 14 14 — 1
species, the little tunny, the bigeye tuna, and the blackfin were caught during the nighttime than in the daytime
tuna, respectively. (P<0.05) (Table 2). The frigate tunas captured ranged
A total of 4473 frigate tuna larvae were captured per from 2.00 to 7.75 mm; those smaller than 2.25 mm were
10 m? of sea surface, with a mean of 86 over 37 positive under represented in the samples, and were eliminated

sampling stations. Significantly more frigate tuna larvae from further analysis. Frigate tunas in the 2.76-3.25 mm
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each positive station =

Table 3
Absolute abundance by standard length (mm) of frigate tuna larvae captured during the COSMA 16-72 cruise. (The total for
C; [Equation 1] and the total for each length class = P [Equation 7].)

Standard length range (midpoint)

Station  (2.50)  (3.00)  (3.50)  (4.00)  (4.50)

2.25-2.75 2.76-3.25 3.26-3.75 3.76-4.25 4.26-4.75 4.76-5.25 5.26-5.75 5.76-6.25 6.26-6.75 6.76-7.20 7.25-7.75 Total
(5.00)

(5.50)  (6.00)  (6.50) (7.0) (7.50)  (C))

4 3 — —_ — S

9 —
10 6
15 —
16 —
17 —
18 —
24 —
25 5
27 5
29 —
30 — =
31 21 14
32 — —
33 — —
36 e 5
42 — =
43 18 26
45 == —
46 ==
48 1
51 —
)i 4
60 20
61 11
81 —
82 =
83 2
84 10
85 —
86 —
87 4
90 6
92 —
93 = = =
94 391
95 — = —
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length class were the most abundant (Table 3). Sampling
Stations 94, 85, and 31 had the greatest standardized den-
sities (Fig. 2), with 3173, 218, and 183, respectively, per
10 m? of sea surface (Table 4). These stations were located
between 70 and 90 km (40 and 50 nautical miles [nmi])
from Puerto Frontera and Punta Frontera.

The little tunny was the second most abundant species
(Table 2). Its larval distribution pattern indicated that the
adults spawned in areas greater than 54 km (30 nmi) from
the coast (Fig. 3). In contrast, some frigate tuna larvae were
found somewhat closer to the coastline. Maximum den-
sities were obtained at Stations 93 and 32, with 81 and 88

larvae per 10 m? of sea surface, respectively. These sta-
tions were located 95 and 117 km from Punta Frontera and
Ciudad del Carmen. Catches of little tunny larvae were
significantly higher (£<0.05) at night than in the daytime
(Table 2). Sizes ranged from 3.0-12.5 mm, and the
3.76-4.25 mm length class was the modal class.

The third most abundant species was the bigeye tuna
(Table 2) at Stations 30 and 31 located 144-189 km (80-105
nmi) from Atasta and Campeche (Fig. 4). Standardized
densities at these stations averaged 25 and 50 larvae,
respectively, per 10 m? of sea surface. Larval sizes ranged
from 3.0-7.0 mm, with most individuals being in the
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Figure 2
Distribution and standardized abundance
of frigate tuna larvae during the COSMA
16-72 cruise. Depth contours are in

fathoms.

3.76-4.25 mm class. No significant difference was observed
between diurnal and nocturnal capture rates.

Blackfin tuna larvae were captured at only two stations,
92 and 27 (Fig. 4). These stations were located about 115
and 106 km (62 and 57 nmi) from Punta Frontera and
Atasta. Numbers captured did not exceed 30 larvae per
10 m? of sea surface. The larval sizes ranged from
6.0-11.5 mm, with specimens in the 5.76-6.25 mm class
predominating. Capture of this species took place only in
nocturnal tows (Table 2).

A total of 35 king mackerel, Scomberomorus cavalla, larvae
were caught, with a maximum of 10 larvae per 10 m? of
sea surface at Station 81 located 72 km (40 nmi) from
Puerto Frontera (Fig. 4). Larvae were captured at stations
located as close as 36 km (20 nmi) from the coastline. King
mackerel larvae ranged from 2.5-11.0 mm, with the 4.76-
5.25 mm length class predominating. No significant differ-
ence was found between diurnal and nocturnal catches.

Spanish mackerel, S. maculatus, larvae were found at Sta-
tions 82 and 80 located 48-50 km (27-28 nmi) from Puerto
Frontera (Fig. 5). A total of 31 larvae were sampled.
Catches were significantly higher in the daytime than at
night (P£<0.05). The maximum density was 27 larvae
per 10 m? of sea surface at Station 80. Sizes ranged from
8.0-15.5 mm, with no length class predominating. Judg-
ing by the size of the specimens captured, spawning took
place a considerable time before sampling.

Yellowfin tuna larvae measuring 3.0-10.0 mm were
captured at Stations 95 and 30 located at 104 and 144 km
(58 and 80 nmi) from Punta Frontera and Atasta (Fig.
5). Yellowfin larvae were caught only in daytime tows
(Table 2).

The skipjack tuna, Katsuwonus pelamis, was the least
abundant species in the samples (Table 2). The only
positive station was Station 15 located 86 km (40 nmi) from
Atasta (Fig. 5). The larvae captured ranged from 6.0-7.0
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Table 4
Relative abundance (number per 10 m? of sea surface [N;, Equation 1]) by standard length (mm) of frigate tuna larvae cap-
tured during the COSMA 16-72 cruise. The standard haul factor (SHF) was obtained by the method of Kramer et al. (1972).

Standard length range (midpoint)

tion S.H.F. (2.50)  (3.00)  (3.50)  (4.00)  (4.50)

Sta- 2.25-2.75 2.76-3.25 3.26-3.75 3.76-4.25 4.26-4.75 4.76-5.25 5.26-5.75 5.76-6.25 6.26-6.75 6.76-7.20 7.25-7.75
(5.00)  (5.50)  (6.00)  (6.50)  (7.0)  (7.50) Total

4 094 2.82 E= — — —=

9 295 — — — — —_
10 1.84 11.04 1.84 — — —_
15 4.59 == = = — —
16 1.41 — 23.93 1.41 — —
17 0.81 = — = — ~—
18 0.97 —_ 0.97 — — —
24 1.38 — = — = —
25 1.92 9.60 1.92 = = —
27 4.94 24.70 54.34 14.82 — —
29 4.83 — = — 4.83 —
30 4.48 — = = = —
31 3.51 73.71 49.14 17.55 21.06 7.02
32 3.50 — — 14.00 35.00 10.50
33 2.91 — — — 5.82 2.91
36 1.19 = 5.95 - — —
42 1.43 — — — 1.43 1.43
43 1.33 23.94 34.58 1.33 1.33 —_
45 1.87 — — = 1.87 1.87
46 — — 3.21 — —_
48  3.56 3.56 3.56 — = —
51 2.00 = — — = —
53 2.27 9.08 — 2.27 — 2.27
60 1.90 38.00 11.40 1.90 — =
61 1.83 20.13 12.81 1.83 = —
81 5.27 — — — — —
82 3.73 — — — — —
83 5.41 10.82 32.46 16.23 = —
84  4.86 48.60 63.18 14.58 — —
85 5.59 = 27:95 33.54 139.75 11.18
86  5.66 — — — — —
87 2.10 8.40 10.50 2.10 2.10 —
90  5.03 30.18 30.18 5.03 — —
92 5.72 — — — 5.72 —
93 4.80 = — — 28.80 14.40
94  3.06 1196.46 1884.96 85.68 6.12 —
95 = — — = =

Total 1511.04 2249.71  215.48 253.83 51.58

2.95 — — —_ — — 2.95

.38 — — — — — 1.38

10.53 3.51 = = = — 182.52
7.00 — — —_ — = 66.50
2.91 —_ — —_ — —_ 11.64

.87 — — — — — 5.61

4.00 — 2.00 — — — 6.00
2.27 2.21 — 2,27 — — 20.43

10.54 — — — — — 10.54
7.46 — —_ — — — 7.46
.64 10.82 — - — — 91.97

33.60 19.20 4.80 — — — 100.80

5.95 — = — —_ = 5195
112.10 35.80 32.65 5.1 0 5.59 4472.89

= = — - — — 2.82

— — — — — — 12.88
— = 9.18 — — = 9.18
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— — — — = — 0.97
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I
I
=
i
o
l
I

— = = = — — 1252
= — — — — —  93.86
— — — — — = 4.83
= — 4.48 = — o 4.48

— — = - = — 5.95
= = = 1.43 = = 4.29
— — — —_ = — 6118

— = e - — — 321
= - = = - = 7.12

— = — = — —  51.30
— = = — = — 3477

= = — = — = 126.36
= — = = = 5.59  218.01
— — 5.66 - — — 5.66
— — — — — — 23.10
— —_ — — — — 65.39
— — 5.72 — — = 11.44

— — — — — — 3173.22

mm. Skipjack larvae were caught only in daytime tows
(Table 2).

The abundance (P;) of frigate tuna larvae calculated by
0.5 mm length classes using equations 2 and 3 varied be-
tween 0.166 x 10° and 48.154 x 107 larvae in the area
covered by the positive stations (Table 5). Ages of the lar-
vae corresponding to the midpoints of each length class
were estimated to be 3.7-22.0 days.

Larval production (P,, Equation 4) during the spawning
season for the 2.5-mm length class was 1.731 x 10'2 larvae
(Table 5). Residence time was 3.3 d for larvae spawning
that size class. P,; (Equation 6) was 6.227 x 10'2 larvae.

Reproductive Biomass

The biomass of reproductive frigate tuna adults was calcu-
lated using the P,; estimate (above), F, of 76 eggs- g~ !,
and K of 0.5 in Equation 6. The reproductive biomass was
estimated to be 163868 mt based on abundance of the
2.5-mm length class.

Larval Mortality Rate

Absolute abundance of the frigate tuna larvae decreased
exponentially with age (Fig. 6). P values for each length



REPRODUCTION AND BIOMASS ESTIMATION 37

| 93° 0- 92° /70‘ /30

L ) 10 21°H

e . Gulf of Mexico |
20

(Campeche Sound)

2

H Figure 3

| | Distribution and standardized abundance
L oflittle tunny larvae during the COSMA
l{ 16-72 cruise. Depth contours are in

r fathoms.

class (Table 3) and the ages corresponding to the midpoints
of the length classes (Table 5) fitted to Equation 7 yielded
the equation given in Figure 6. The daily mortality coeffi-
cent, M, was 0.346.

Discussion and Conclusions

Identification of larval scombrids is not unambiguous
(Richards and Potthoff 1973; Graves et al. 1988). The
pigmentation pattern present on the frigate tunas in this
study suggests that they are Auxis thazard. Nevertheless,
owing to the difficulty in distinguishing the frigate tunas
as larvae (Uchida 1981), our results are presented for the
Auxis spp. complex. There is a conflict in the literature con-
cerning the diagnostic pigmentation of larval Thunnus atlan-
ticus (Juérez 1972; Richards and Potthoff 1973). However,
we are confident of the species identifications in this study

because the Thunnus spp. were cleared and stained, and
the number of vertebrae were counted.

The distribution and abundance of larval scombrids in
the study area suggest that Campeche Sound is an impor-
tant tuna spawning area, especially for the frigate tunas
and the little tunny. It is noteworthy that, although low
in abundance, the presence of larvae of the larger tunas,
such as yellowfin and bigeye, indicates that these species
also spawn in the area. Although it has been reported that
the frigate tunas spawn in almost the entire Gulf of Mex-
ico (Idyll and de Sylva 1963), the frigate tunas and the little
tunny are found mainly in waters adjacent to land masses
(Williams 1963; Juéarez 1974). Larval distribution and
abundance of the Scombridae in the Gulf of Mexico re-
ported by Juarez (1974, 1976) and Ramirez and Ornelas
(in press) have shown that spawning activity is lower in
oceanic than coastal waters. We believe that this is related
to the temperature and productivity of the area, both
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important factors in determining breeding areas. It is im-
portant to relate future ichthyoplankton studies to infor-
mation on current dynamics, physical-chemical conditions,
hydrological conditions, and biological productivity, and
to obtain information on the role of each species in the
trophicdynamics of the ecosystem.

The extent of the frigate tunas’ spawning area in the
Gulf of Mexico is not known, and the population bound-
aries would be difficult to determine. Although the
COSMA 16-72 cruise was not long enough to give an
adequate representation of larval production over the
spawning season, we consider these data to be important
for designing a future survey that would yield an adequate
representation of the production dynamics over population
sectors.

Our estimate of 163868 t of frigate tuna reproductive
biomass suggests that they are a potential fishery resource
in the region. In other countries, such as India and Ceylon

in the Indian Ocean, this species is considered to be an
important fishery resource, and it is utilized in the same
form as other small tunas (Williams 1963; Juarez 1976).
Our large spawning population estimate is supported by
the fact that the Campeche Sound is a highly productive
area where the frigate tunas suffer no significant exploita-
tion. On the other hand, our estimates may be low for the
following reasons. The portion of the Campeche Sound that
was sampled is probably at the fringes of the populations’
spawning area in the Gulf of Mexico. In using larval abun-
dance data for computing spawning biomass and in not
accounting for mortality between recently spawned eggs
and the larval stage, we have computed only a fraction of
the initial egg production which is directly related to spawn-
ing stock. Egg mortality of pelagic fishes is typically high,
although the gestation period is likely short at these tem-
peratures (Table 1). This information will be improved
when more is known of the duration of spawning, fecun-
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of Spanish mackerel, yellowfin tuna, and
skipjack tuna larvae during the COSMA
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Table 5
Abundance by standard length (mm) of frigate tuna larvae for the total area represented by positive
stations (P;, Equation 3), total larval production (P,, Equation 4) throughout the spawning
season, and the reproductive biomass estimate (B,, Equation 6).
Length Class Range P, Age L B,
(SL mm) Midpoint (no. x 10% (d) (no. x 10'%) (t)
2.25-2.75 2.5 31.741 3.7 — —
2.76-3.25 3.0 48.154 6.8 = —
3.26-3.75 3.5 9.028 9.3 — —
2.76-4.25 4.0 7.478 11.6 — —
4.26-4.75 4.5 1.407 13.5 — —
4.76-5.25 5.0 3.548 15.3; — —
5.26-5.75 5.5 0.980 16.9 — —
5.76-6.25 6.0 1.025 1.83 — —
6.26-6.75 6.5 0.166 19.6 — —
7.26-7.75 75 0.192 22.0 — =
Total 1.73 163868
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dity, sex ratios, growth rates, and mortality during the egg
and larval stages.
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ABSTRACT

Distribution and abundance of fish larvae in the channel area of the Patos Lagoon, Brazil are
reported. The Patos Lagoon is a shallow coastal lagoon with a very narrow connection with the
Atlantic Ocean. Its southernmost region, characterized by a very dynamic estuary, was the site
of 32 ichthyoplankton surveys conducted at 5 stations from April 1981 to March 1983. Samples
were taken at 3 depth levels (surface, mid-water and bottom) and results indicated that larval
density and distribution were associated with temperature. Larvae occurred year round and at
all stations, but were most abundant and diverse during spring and summer with mean densities
of 61/100 m® and 189/100 m3, respectively. However, this distribution was sometimes altered
by meteorological conditions prevailing in the estuary. Twenty families of fishes were represented,
including 27 taxa, 19 of which were identified to species. The three most abundant taxa overall
were Micropogonias furnieri, Brevoortia pectinata, and Lycengraulis sp., whose larvae accounted for
22.9, 22.6, and 20% of the total, respectively. Parapimelodus valenciennis; Blennidae; Trichiurus
lepturus; Gobiesox strumosus; Paralonchurus brasiliensis; Macrodon ancylodon; Paralichthys sp.; Atherinidae;

Gobiosoma parri; and Menticirrhus spp. had relative abundances between 1 and 5%.

Introduction

Estuaries and coastal waters play an important role in the
life cycles of various marine organisms. They provide an
abundance of food and protection from predators for lar-
val and juvenile fishes which use these areas as nursery
grounds (Pearcy and Myers 1974; Chao and Musick 1977;
Misitano 1977; Weinstein 1979; Weiss 1981; Castello
1986). Many marine fish species inhabit regions close to
estuaries and rivers. Their eggs and larvae are transported
into these areas where they develop and grow. In the North
Atlantic, 70% of commercially important fish species spend
part of their life cycle in or near estuaries (McHugh 1966,
1967; Clark 1967). In Mexico, Yafez-Arancibia (1978)
reported that 80 % of the coastal ichthyofauna was related
to coastal lagoons or areas influenced by them. In addi-
tion to these marine species, there are some groups that
have their entire life cycles confined to estuarine areas

(Weiss 1981; Chao et al. 1982a).

* Present address: Department of Oceanography, Dalhousie University,
Halifax, NS, B3H 4]1, Canada.

According to Flores-Coto et al. (1983), the association
between ichthyofauna and estuarine environments cannot
be completely understood without ichthyoplankton studies
which provide information about the early life histories of
these organisms. Despite their importance, only a few
surveys have been conducted in Brazil to study the rela-
tionship between estuarine environments and the develop-
ment of fish eggs and larvae (Phonlor 1975; Castello 1976,
1977, 1978; Weiss and Krug 1977; Sinque 1980; Weiss
1981; Muelbert 1986).

The Patos Lagoon, located in the southernmost state of
Brazil, is the largest coastal lagoon of South America,
covering an area of 10360 km?. Its southern region (900
km?) is characterized by a very dynamic estuary (Fig. 1).
Its dynamic characteristics are determined by its topog-
raphy and prevailing meteorological conditions, since the
tidal range within the estuary is limited to a low diurnal
tidal amplitude (mean of 0.47 m). Most of the estuarine
area is very shallow (mean depth of 2 m), and a channel
in its center (mean depth of 15 m) leads to a very narrow
inlet (750 m) connecting the estuary to the Atlantic Ocean.
Wind pattern and precipitation in the highlands drained
by the lagoon determine the salinity regime of the estuary

43



44

NOAA Technical Report NMFS 95: Larval Fish Recruitment and Research

N

A

ILHA DA
FEITORIA
(&

LAGOA DOS PATOS

45'

]
]
PN :]
eo0ooece -
6000000 L

eecoe e

o:::oooo H9S0
N EEE RN Fl
qeeecocoos P.DOS i
e000 000 LENgOIS —
eceoeoo e -

XEEEX] :—55I
eco0000 -
Neeoeooe E
~e000 -
~e e Pl

ILHA DA TOROTAMA ‘°3 L 1300
v -
o yosé 0o B A B

ay

s0o| BRASIL =

F10'

- :—-IS'
3° -

g 520
(G} I
=) -

. i (I

340 O 25
—
540 520 500 [

) ) ) ) I 1 [ ] )] 0 e il i 0 i)l I 1 20 1 ) A
Is' 10' 5! 52° 55" 50' 45' - 40' 35' 30’
Figure 1

Study area and location of the sampling stations. Dotted area represents estuarine region of the

Patos Lagoon.

(Castello and Moller 1978). Southerly winds are associated
with salt water intrusion whereas northerly winds are
related to oligohaline conditions (Costa et al. 1988).

Chao et al. (1982b) cited 110 estuarine and marine fish
species inhabiting the estuary and the adjacent coastal
waters of the Patos Lagoon. Brevoortia peciinata, Micropogonias
Sfurnieri, Cynoscion striatus, and Macrodon ancylodon are com-
mercially important species whose larvae use the Patos
Lagoon estuary as a nursery ground (Weiss 1981).

In this paper, we present results on abundance and dis-
tribution of fish larvae in the channel of the Patos Lagoon
estuary. The study was restricted to the channel area of
the estuary to account for the influence of salt water intru-
sion and freshwater run-off in the assemblage of fish larvae.

Materials and Methods

Fish eggs and larvae were collected during 32 ichthyo-
plankton surveys at five sampling stations in the Patos
Lagoon estuary from April 1981 to March 1983 (Fig. 1;
Table 1). The sampling stations were distributed along the
channel area of the estuary from its connection with the
ocean to its most interior limit. Stations 1, 2, and 3 were
sampled at surface, mid-water and bottom depths, whereas
only surface and bottom were sampled at stations 4 and
3, which were shallower. All five stations were sampled on
the same day.

A 61-cm conical net without a closing system was used
to take the samples. Owing to the high concentration of
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Table 1

Absolute and relative density of fish larvae, temperature, and salinity (Mean * SE) for the en-

tire study.

Larval density
Temperature Salinity

Survey Date Season (°C) (ppt) (N/100m®) (%)
1 06/04/81 Autumn 22.5+0.3 18.9 £ 2.0 44.3 £ 9.4 1.72
2 01/06/81 Autumn 18.5 £ 0.03 8.1 +2.0 6.4+1.0 0.25
3 19/06/81 Autumn 15.1 £ 0.4 25.2+£0.8 24.0 £ 10.0 0.93
4 16/07/81 Winter 15.3 £ 0.3 18.9 + 3.0 34.0 £ 9.0 1.32
5 31/07/81 Winter 16.3 £ 0.3 2:2 & 0.4 40.3 £ 8.9 157
6 20/08/81 Winter 18.4 £ 0.4 8.4+20 18.7 £ 4.5 0.73
7 28/08/81 Winter 19.6 £ 0.5 16.3 + 2.9 11.4:% 2.2 0.44
8 08/09/81 Winter 19.6 £ 0.4 1.2+ 0.5 34.0 £ 10.0 1.32
9 22/09/81 Winter 18.7 £ 1.2 32+1.8 9.3 ¢ 1.7 0.36
10 16/10/81 Spring 21.7 % 1.0 8.0+3.0 8.0+2.2 0.31
11 11/11/81 Spring 24:3 £ 1.5 12.6 + 3.1 91.8 * 39.5 8.57
12 25/11/81 Spring 24.0 £ 0.6 6.9 +2.0 4451 7.4 1.73
13 04/12/81 Spring 21.2 £ 0.8 19.5 £ 2.0 30.4 £ 9.6 1.18
14 23/12/81 Summer 22.6 £ 0.3 23.7+2.8 202.3 + 39.1 7.87
15 11/01/82 Summer 21.4+0.4 27.2:4 3.0 1459 + 19.4 5.68
16 22/01/82 Summer 23.3+1.2 22.1 £ 4.0 474.4 £ 66.6 18.46
17 08/02/82 Summer 23.9 £ 1.1 31.5+ 1.5 79.0 £ 23.8 3.08
18 02/04/82 Autumn 23.8 £0.2 32.2+1.0 848 + 16.4 3.30
19 13/05/82 Autumn 20.1 £ 0.3 27.5 .+ 2.0 5.6 + 1.4 0.22
20 01/06/82 Autumn 158 £ 0.4 26.4 + 2.0 2.0+0.8 0.08
21 25/06/82 Winter 13.7 £ 0.6 9.6+ 0.5 1.1+£0.4 0.04
22 09/08/82 Winter 14.5+ 0.4 1.5+0.5 156.0 + 41.9 6.07
23 30/08/82 Winter 16.5 £ 0.7 3.7 1.8 118.8 + 24.7 4.62
24 06/09/82 Winter 16.0 £ 0.0 12.2 £ 3.0 44.0 £ 17.9 1.71
25 20/09/82 Winter 16.2 £ 0.4 13.2 4 2.8 19.0'2 17.5 0.74
26 13/10/82 Spring 14.8 £ 0.3 21.9+28 29.7 £ 10.8 1.16
27 17/11/82 Spring 19.1 £ 0.3 0.0+ 0.1 72.2 £ 14.0 2.81
28 13/12/82 Spring 24.3+ 0.3 2.0+ 1.8 140.4 £ 22.9 5.47
29 23/12/82 Summer 246 £ 0.8 0.3+£0.7 69.5 + 10.9 2.70
30 07/01/83 Summer 22.8 £ 0.6 1.7%1.5 176.1 + 43.1 6.85
31 21/01/83 Summer 23.9+0.8 24.9 + 3.0 169.4 + 35.9 6.59
32 10/02/83 Summer 23.4 2.1 9.7 £ 3.6 181.5 £ 51.5 7.06

suspended material, a 500-um mesh size was used to mini-
mize clogging of the net. Tows, lasting three minutes each,
were taken during daylight hours at a speed of 1 m/s against
the water current. This procedure resulted in an overesti-
mation of the bottom and mid-water samples of approx-
imately 10 and 5%, respectively. A self-constructed digital
flowmeter (identical to General Oceanics Model 2030) was
placed in the mouth of the net to estimate volume filtered.
Salinity values were obtained using an American Optical
refractometer and expressed as ppt (parts per thousand).
Water temperature, recorded in degrees Centigrade, was
obtained by thermometer. Water samples were collected
with a bucket from the surface and with a modified Niskin
bottle from mid-water and bottom. All sampled material
was preserved with 5% buffered formalin and processed
in the laboratory. Fish eggs and larvae were sorted and
counted using a binocular dissecting microscope and their
densities were standardized to 100 m® of water filtered.

Larvae and egg identification was done following Weiss
(1981), and determined to the lowest taxonomic level pos-
sible. Standard length was measured for the most impor-
tant species, Brevoortia pectinata, Lycengraulis sp., and Micro-
pogonias furnierr, with an ocular micrometer. Seasonal
designations were based on the solar calendar for the
Southern Hemisphere. Only the results regarding fish lar-
vae will be addressed in this paper.

A three-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) (Kim and
Kohout 1975) was used to assess the effect of season, sam-
pling station, depth strata, and the interactions of these
factors on the distribution of temperature, salinity, and
larval density. This analysis was combined with the Multi-
ple Comparisons Test of Scheffé (P<0.05) to determine
the significant differences observed in the spatial and tem-
poral distribution of the dependent variables. Normality
of the variables was obtained with the use of the following
mathematical transformation of the raw data: salinity and
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fish larval density were transformed with the expression
9 =In (x £ 1). Normality was confirmed with the use of
Student’s ¢ test (£<0.025) for the values of asymmetry and
kurtosis of the transformed variable, and homogeneity of
variance was tested using Bartlett-Box F statistics (P<0.05)
(Sokal and Rohlf 1981).

Results and Discussion

Salinity and Temperature

During the study period the mean (x) salinity (for all
sample stations and depths combined) ranged from 0.0 to
almost 35.0 ppt and exhibited a seasonal trend (Fig. 2;
Table 1). An increase in salinity values was observed from
spring to autumn, the period of maximum salinity. After
autumn, the values began to decrease and reached mini-
mal levels in winter (Table 1). However, this pattern was
not constant, as shown by sudden changes in salinity at
surveys 4 and 5, 7, and 8, and 30 and 31 (Fig. 2; Table 1).

Salinity decreased significantly from station 1 to station
5 (Fig. 3; Tables 2 and 3). Mean values changed from
19.2 £1.26 to 5.9 + 1.06 ppt. Stations 2 and 3 were in-
termediate or transitional between stations 1, 4, and 5
(Table 3).

Salinity was significantly different with respect to
depth strata (Table 2). The mean salinity increased from
10.6 + 0.94 to 15.8 + 1.07 ppt from surface to bottom, and
surface values were significantly different from mid-water
and bottom salinities.

Sp = Spring; S = Summer.
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Figure 3

Distribution of mean salinity (ppt) over all surveys and
depth levels along the 5 sampling stations. The ver-
tical lines indicate + 1 standard error.

Three vertical distribution patterns were observed for
salinity: vertically homogeneous, with high or low salinity
values in the entire water column; slightly stratified; and
highly stratified (Fig. 2). Any one station, independent of
its position in the estuary, could present any one of these
patterns. Station 3, for example, was vertically homo-
geneous with low salinity during survey 32 (Summer/83)
and with high salinity in survey 17 (Summer/82); it was
slightly stratified during survey 13 (Spring/81); and it was
highly stratified in survey 6 (Winter/81; Fig. 2).

Changes from one pattern to another could occur very
rapidly, depending on the dominant meteorological con-



DISTRIBUTION AND ABUNDANCE

df = degrees of freedom;
variances were highly significantly different (£<0.01).

Table

2

Results of the three-way analysis of variance on temperature, salinity, and larval density.

variances were significantly different (P<0.05); ** =

Dependent variables

(Mean squares)

Source of variation df Temperature Salinity Larval density
Temperature 296 7.50
Within ( Salinity 340 1.36
Larval density 347 1.89
Season 3 259.75* 15.07* 43.49*
Station 4 5.23 7.68** 2.51
Depth 2 6.42 9.40** 1.11
Season by station 12 1.49 0.41 3.16
Season by depth 6 4.24 0.31 0.81
Station by depth 6 0.66 0.41 0.80
Season by station by depth 18 0.54 0.24 0.52
Table 3

Distance of the sampling stations from the ocean; temperature, salinity, and larval density
at each station (Mean + SE). ns = means are not significantly different between stations;
a = mean salinities between stations 1, 2, and 3 are not significantly different; b = salinities
between stations 2, 3, and 4 are not significantly different; ¢ = mean salinities between
stations 4 and 5 are not significantly different. (Multiple comparison test of Scheffé

[P<0.05].)
Distance from
ocean Temperature Salinity Larval density
Station (km) (°C) (ppt) (N/100m®)
1 3.7 19.6 = 0.37 (ns) 19.2 + 1.26(a) 94.4 + 12.92(ns)
2 17.6 20.1 + 0.38(ns) 16.6 + 1.40(ab) 68.5 + 10.90(ns)
3 30.5 20.4 + 0.42(ns) 13.7 + 1.40(ab) 97.4 £ 18.00(ns)
4 44.4 20.2 + 0.52(ns) 10.2 + 1.40(bc) 66.7 + 13.26(ns)
5 62.0 20.8 + 0.53(ns) 5.9 + 1.06(c) 83.4 + 14.86(ns)

ditions. The large Patos Lagoon basin is drained exclusive-
ly through the narrow access channel. During winter and
spring, high precipitation levels (Castello and Moller 1978)
combined with moderate northerly winds (Costa et al.
1988) result in intense freshwater discharge. During these
seasons, only sporadic strong southerly winds may intrude
seawater into the channel area (Fig. 2). An increase in the
estuarine salinity results from a decrease in freshwater run-
off during summer and fall (Castello and Méller 1978) com-
bined with either weak or moderate southerly winds (Costa
et al. 1988), or with an increased tidal action on the estuary
which is dampened during winter and spring by high
freshwater run-off (Abreu 1987). However, the pattern of
the salinity distribution depends on the interaction of all
these forces. During survey 4 and 5, for example, the
velocity of the southerly wind changed from approximately
36 to 4.5 km/h (Costa et al. 1988). This caused the mean

salinity of the channel to decrease from 18.9 + 3.0 to
2.2 + 0.4 ppt (Table 1; Fig. 2).

Temperature also followed a seasonal pattern (Fig. 4).
Mean values ranged from 24.3 + 1.5°C during spring to
13.7 £ 0.6 °C during winter (Table 1; Fig. 4). The horizon-
tal distribution of temperature was relatively constant along
the stations sampled (Fig. 5) and no significant differences
were found among the station means (Table 2; Table 3).
Temperature remained relatively constant over depth and
no significant differences were found (Table 2). The fact
that the estuary is shallow and well mixed prevents the
development of thermal stratification.

Larval Abundance and Seasonal Distribution

Twenty families of fishes were represented in samples that
included 27 taxa, 19 of which were identified to species
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(Table 4). About 8.8% (primarily damaged clupeiform
larvae) were unidentifiable. Micropogonias furnieri, Brevoor-
tia pectinata, and Lycengraulis sp. were the most abundant
species. Together they represented 65.4 % of the total lar-
val fish density, and their length distribution was between
1.8 and 12.0 mm SL, 2.9 and 21.0 mm SL, and 1.3 and
34.0 mm SL, respectively. The second group of taxa was
less abundant and accounted for 23.4% of the total. These
included Parapimelodus valenciennis; Blenniidae; Trichiurus
lepturus; Gobiesox strumosus'; Paralonchurus brasiliensis; Macro-
don ancylodon; Paralichthys sp.; Atherinidae; Gobiosoma parri,
and Menticirrhus spp. A third group was composed of taxa
whose relative abundance was less than 1% each and in-
cluded Achirus garmani; Syngnathus folletti; Gobionellus spp.;
Peprilus paru; Cynoscion striatus; Umbrina canosai; Hyporham-
phus kronet; Parona signata; Symphurus jenynst; Anchoa marinii;
Prionotus punctatus; Synagrops sp.; Mugil spp.; and Porichthys
porosissimus.

In general, the highest mean density of larvae was
observed during the summer (Fig. 6; Table 1), during
which time every species identified in the study, with the
exception of Prionotus punctatus and Porichthys porosissimus,
was present (Fig. 7). This was particularly evident during
the summers of 1981 and 1982. Autumn showed the lowest
mean larval density (Table 1). During this season Brevoor-
tia pectinata, Lycengraulis sp., and Atherinidae were the domi-
nant taxa, while Anchoa marinii, Parapimelodus valenciennis,
Hyporhamphus kronei, Syngnathus follett:, Mugil spp., Micro-

* Johnson and Greenfield (1983) (Northeast Gulf Science 6(1):33-49) con-
sider Gobiesox barbatulus rather than G. strumosus to be the form ocurring
in Brazil. Based on the fact that there is only one species of Gobiesox in
the Patos Lagoon, we decided to use G. strumosus following Chao et al.
(1982b). Further investigation to determine which form is present in the
southern coast of Brazil is necessary, but it is beyond the scope of this
study.
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Figure 5

Distribution of mean temperature (°C) over all surveys
and depth levels along the 5 sampling stations. The
vertical lines indicate * 1 standard error.

pogonzas furnieri, Paralonchurus brasiliensis, and Gobiosoma parri
were present, but not in large numbers (Fig. 7). During
the period studied, winter and spring had a relatively
higher density than autumn (Table 1). However, during
winter, fewer species were present in the estuary (Fig. 7).
An increase in the number of species and density was
observed in spring, and the maximum density was reached
in summer (Figs. 6 and 7).

The increase in larval fish density and composition,
which occurred during spring and summer months, was
associated with an increase in temperature (Figs. 4 and 7).
Owing to its influence on spawning, temperature, rather
than salinity, may influence the cycle of larval density
(Flores-Coto et al. 1983; Houde and Alpern Lovdal 1984).

Two different patterns of seasonal distribution occurred
in the Patos Lagoon estuary: one group of larvae occurred
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Table 4

Absolute and relative mean density of fish larvae collected per cruise in the Patos Lagoon
estuary. All stations and depth levels were combined.

Larval density

o | By —— & —{

At W —Spy— 5 —

1981 |

1982 |—1983—|

Autumn; W
Summer.

station 4; and (- --
Winter; Sp

Family Species [(N/100 m®)/cruise] (%)
CLUPEIDAE Brevoortia pectinata 225.9 22.56
ENGRAULIDAE Anchoa marinii 0.2 00.2
Lycengraulis sp. 200.2 20.00
PIMELODIDAE Parapimelodus valencienis 43.5 4.34
BATRACHOIDIDAE Porichthys porosissimus 0.02 0.002
EXOCOETIDAE Hyporhampus kronei 0.9 0.09
ATHERINIDAE Atherinidae spp. 13.9 1.39
SYNGNATHIDAE Syngnathus folletti 4.8 0.48
TRIGLIDAE Prionotus punctatus 0.1 0.01
PERCICHTHYIDAE Synagrops sp. 0.1 0.01
CARANGIDAE Parona signata 0.6 0.06
SCIAENIDAE Cynoscion striatus 2.3 0.23
Macrodon ancylodon 18.4 1.84
Menticirrhus spp. 11.0 1.10
Micropogonias furnieri 229.2 22.89
Paralonchurus brasiliensis 21.4 2.14
Umbrina canosai 1.7 0.17
MUGILIDAE Mugil spp. 0.1 0.01
BLENNIIDAE Blenniidae spp. 36.1 3.61
GOBIIDAE Gobiosoma parri 11.2 1.12
Gobionellus spp. 3.3 0.33
TRICHIURIDAE Trichiurus lepturus 34.3 3.43
STROMATEIDAE Peprilus paru 2.6 0.26
GOBIESOCIDAE Gobiesox strumosus 29.0 2.90
BOTHIDAE Faralichthys sp. 14.9 1.49
SOLEIDAE Achirus garmani 6.8 0.68
CYNOGLOSSIDAE Symphurus jenynsi 0.2 0.02
Others 88.4 8.83
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continuously throughout the year, and another exhibited
a discontinuous seasonal cycle (Fig. 7). Brevoortia pectinata,
Lycengraulis sp., and Atherinidae represented the first
group and their presence in the estuary suggested that
these species reproduce during the entire year. The sec-
ond group predominated during early spring and late
summer and included Micropogonias furnier:, Macrodon an-
cylodon, Paralonchurus brasiliensis, Blenniidae, Gobionellus spp.,
Peprilus paru, Trichiurus lepturus, Paralichthys sp., and Achirus

garmani.

Horizontal Distribution

Most of the species sampled showed a decrease in their den-
sity towards the interior of the estuary, whereas others, such
as Parapimelodus valenciennis, increased. Brevoortia pectinata,
Lycengraulis sp., Atherinidae, Micropogonias furnieri, and
Achirus garmani were abundant throughout the entire estu-
ary. Hyporhamphus kronei: was most abundant in the central
region of the estuary (stn. 3; Fig. 8).

The individual patterns of horizontal distribution and
abundance reflected the origins of the species and the
degree to which the estuary is used by them. Species with
an oceanic origin, such as Anchoa marinii, Porichthys porosis-
stmus, Prionotus punctatus, Synagrops sp., Parona signata, Cynos-
cion striatus, Umbrina canosai, Mugil spp., Trichiurus lepturus,
Peprilus paru, and Symphurus jenynsi, occurred in the estuary
during periods of strong salt water intrusion. This increase
in salinity was the result of an increase in the frequency
of southerly winds (Costa et al. 1988) which favor their
transport into the estuary. They were generally restricted
to regions influenced by the ocean (stns. 1 to 3), occurring
only in low densities in the interior of the estuary (stns.
4 and 5; Fig. 8).

Species whose eggs and larvae originated in the adja-
cent coastal region were distributed along the entire estu-
ary with a small decrease in abundance in the most in-
terior waters. These species use the estuary as a nursery
area for their larvae and juveniles, and include Brevoortia
pectinata, Lycengraulis sp., Macrodon ancylodon, Menticirrhus
spp., Micropogonias furnieri, and Paralonchurus brasiliensis
(Fig. 8).

Atherinidae, Syngnathus folletts, Blenniidae, Gobionellus
spp., and Achirus garmani are taxa that reside in the Patos
Lagoon estuary and show a uniform density distribution
throughout the entire channel (Fig. 8). However, the
presence of more than one species in each of the above
families could mask their individual distributional patterns.

Parapimelodus valenciennis is a freshwater species and
showed a decrease in its density towards the ocean (Fig.
8). It is an uncommon species in the estuary and its
presence is associated with periods of strong freshwater
run-off. These larvae apparently cannot withstand in-
creases in salinity, and they do not use the estuary as a
nursery area.

Vertical Distribution

While most of the species showed a homogeneous vertical
distribution, a few were selectively distributed with depth
(Fig. 9). Parapimelodus valenciennis, Umbrina canosai, Gobio-
nellus spp., Trichiurus lepturus, and Achirus garmani were most
abundant at the bottom, whereas Brevoortia pectinata, Lycen-
graulis sp., Parona signata, Gobiesox strumosus, and Symphurus
jenynsi showed highest densities at the surface. Anchoa marinii
was found at the surface and bottom, Porichthys porosissimus
was present only at the bottom, and Mugil spp. occurred
at surface and mid-water levels.

The vertical distribution of fish larvae in estuaries is
generally related to tidal flow (Graham 1972; Weinstein
et al. 1980; Fortier and Leggett 1982). In the Patos Lagoon
estuary, astronomic tides have a very small amplitude and
their flow can be amplified or reduced by the action of
either wind (Costa et al. 1988) or precipitation in the
drainage basin (Castello and Moéller 1978). Consequently,
the vertical distribution of fish larvae probably does not
reflect a well-defined circulation pattern.

Different groups of larvae presented different patterns
of vertical distribution (Fig. 9). Weiss (1981) found this
selective distribution to be related to the salinity structure
of the water column. According to her, Brevoortia pectinata,
Lycengraulis sp., Parapimelodus valenciennis, and Atherinidae
are abundant in less saline surface waters, while Micro-
pogonias furnieris and Trichiurus lepturus are frequently found
near the more saline bottom waters. In this study, however,
Parapimelodus valenciennis and Atherinidae did not exhibit
this pattern. Parapimelodus valenciennis was found to be more
abundant at the bottom than near the surface (Fig. 9). This
may have been the result of a large number of larvae being
captured during an anomalous period of freshwater run-
off in the spring of 1982 (Fig. 2). At this time, this species
dominated the entire estuary (Fig. 7). The abundance of
Atherinidae was high at the surface and at the bottom with
a decrease in mid-water levels (Fig. 9). Three atherinid
species occur in the Patos Lagoon estuary (Chao et al.
1982b) and their individual distributions could be associ-
ated with different depths.

Conclusion

Micropogonias furniert, Brevoortia pectinata, and Lycengraulis sp.
are the most abundant fish larvae in the channel area of
the Patos Lagoon estuary. Fish larvae are present through-
out the year in the estuary, and abundance and diversity
increases during the months of spring and summer, with
an increase in temperature. The larvae are distributed
along the entire estuary and in the entire water column.
This general picture of seasonal, horizontal, and vertical
distribution can be altered by the meteorological conditions
prevailing in the estuary. Further studies should be con-
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ABSTRACT

Larval distribution and abundance of Myctophidae, Gonostomatidae, and Sternoptychidae
from the southern Gulf of Mexico were studied. The material was collected during four cruises
from 1983 to 1984. The family Myctophidae with 2618 larvae, was represented by 12 genera
and at least 19 species; Gonostomatidae, with 1101 larvae, by 10 genera and at least 13 species;
and Sternoptychidae, with 146 larvae, by two genera. Diaphus spp. (47.5 individuals/m? sea sur-
face [ = L), Cyclothone spp. (27.6/L)), Benthosema suborbitale (29.1/L) and Maurolicus muelleri (23.3/L.)
were the most abundant taxa. The highest frequency of occurrence and greatest abundance of
larvae were recorded over the slope and at oceanic stations, which likely corresponded to the
principal spawning areas. Only the most abundant taxa occurred frequently over the outer shelf,
and occasionally in shallow areas (<50 m). Only 10 out of the 28 species showed evidence of
seasonality, presenting their highest larval abundance only during some of the cruises; Hygophum
hygomii, Centrobranchus nigroocellatus, Vinciguerria poweriae and Pollichthys mauli were most abundant
in winter, Myctophum asperum in spring, Bonapartia pedaliota in summer, Hygophum reinhardtii and
Maurolicus mueller: in spring and summer, and Notoscopelus resplendens and Myctophum selenops in

the winter and spring.

Introduction

The ichthyoplanktonic composition of mesopelagic fishes
is not well known on a worldwide scale (Hopkins and Lan-
craft 1984; Roe and Badcock 1984), the southern Gulf of
Mexico being among the least studied regions. An inves-
tigation of larvae of the families Gonostomatidae, Sternop-
tychidae, and Myctophidae in the southern Gulf of Mex-
ico was undertaken in the present study as part of the
research program of the Laboratorio de Zooplancton, In-
stituto de Ciencias del Mar y Limnologia, Universidad
Nacional Auténoma de México. These families were
chosen because of their high relative abundance in the area.
Larval stages of the species in these families are only
partially known, owing in part to their great specific diver-
sity, as about 60 genera and more than 330 species are
represented (Ahlstrom et al. 1984; Moser et al. 1984).
For the southern Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea,
16 genera and 43 species of Myctophidae, 15 genera and
19 species of Gonostomatidae, and 3 genera and 8 species
of Sternoptychidae have been recorded (Rass 1971; Natf-

paktitis 1975; Shiganova 1977; Houde et al. 1979; Fahay
1983; Richards 1984; Romero and del Castillo 1984; Gart-
ner et al. 1987). Studies directed at the larval stages in these
families in the southern Gulf and Caribbean Sea have been
scarce. The most extensive has been that by Houde et al.
(1979) who recorded 16 genera and 25 species from the
northeast part of the Gulf. There have been no specific
investigations into our study area, except for one which
Flores-Coto et al. 1988 composed a species list.

The main objectives of the our study were to contribute
to the knowledge of the composition, distribution, and
abundance of the species comprised by these families and
to define their spawning seasons and areas.

Study Area

The study area included the southwestern portion of the
Gulf of Mexico, limited to the north by lat. 21° N and com-
prising the continental shelves of Veracruz, Tabasco, and
Campeche, and adjacent oceanic zones. The slope is de-
lineated as the 182 m isobath (Fig. 1).
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Figure 1

Study area and location of stations during the cruises. Subsequent figures are for sampling stations of specific cruises.

Material and Methods

Zooplankton samples were collected aboard the oceano-
graphic ship Justo Sierra, during four cruises: PROGMEX
I (31 March-8 April 1983, “‘spring’’); IMECO (15-25
February 1984, ‘“‘winter’’); PROGMEX II (25 April-
4 May 1984, “‘spring’’); and PROGMEX III (7-17 Aug-
ust 1984, ‘‘summer’’).

A sampling pattern was established mainly over the
continental shelf, covering a larger portion of the oceanic
zone during the IMECO cruise (Fig. 1). Zooplankton
sampling consisted of a double-oblique plankton tow follow-
ing a circular course using a 60-cm bongo net with 333-
and 505-micron mesh nets. The water volume filtered was

calculated using flowmeters placed in each net. The depth
and tow time varied from 18 to 200 min and 5 to 23 min,
respectively, according to bathymetry. Ship speed was held
between 1.5 and 2 kn. Each sample was fixed in 4% for-
malin buffered with sodium borate.

Fish larvae were sorted from each sample and mycto-
phids, gonostomatids, and sternoptychids separated for
study. Larval density was standardized as number of lar-
vae per 10 m? of sea surface (‘L") (Houde et al. 1979;
Richards 1984),

x 10,
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Table 1
Abundance of Myctophidae larvae. Number of positive stations (S), number of larvae (N), and mean larval density (L) (per
10 m? of sea surface) are given for each cruise.
PROGMEX-I IMECO PROGMEX-II PROGMEX-III
49 stations 29 stations 40 stations 55 stations Mean
Taxa S N L S N L S N L S N L No. %o
Duiaphus spp. 29 326  52.59 18 142 41.13 24 233  57.70 34 222 38.43 47.46 18.35
Benthosema suborbitale 18 86  29.51 16 105  36.23 20 74 20.83 26 119 29.80 29.09 11.25
Notolychnus valdiviae 13 36 15.69 10 31 17.50 12 37 19.99 22 95  26.28 19.86  7.68
Lampanyctus spp. 10 25 11.86 14 85 35.64 7 11 9:22 13 19 10.27 16.75 6.48
Hygophum taaningi 19 45 11.81 7 11 8.21 11 22 10.47 1220 10.61 10.27  3.97
Diogenichthys atlanticus 10 14 8.90 7 10 8.05 14 31 12.31 22 40 10.80 10.01 3.87
Hygophum macrochir 3 7 12.00 8 14 10.03 4 4 5.58 1 2 12.04 9.91 3.83
Myctophum nitidulum-affine 17 34 10.53 11 17 8.42 14 25 11.78 18 22 8.35 9.77  3.78
Hygophum reinhardtii 14 25 8.76 8 9 6.69 10 14 8.19 22 39 12.01 8.91  3.45
Myctophum asperum 2 3 8.44 3 3 5.88 6 10 13.70 3 3 5.83 8.46  3.27
Myctophum obtusirostre 3 6 6.85 3 6 12.50 3 3 3.10 5 7 9.47 7.98  3.09
Centrobranchus nigroocellatus 3 3 5.21 3 7 12.82 3 4 8.14 1 1 4.47 7.66  2.96
Hygophum hygomit 1 1 2.69 9 24 15.79 3 4 4.96 1 1 6.27 7.43 2.87
Notoscopelus resplendens 7 11 9:18 1 22 10.73 3 3 7.15 0 0 0.00 6.76  2.62
Myctophum selenops 9 s 9.17 4 5 6.62 8 14 9.96 0 0 0.00 6.44  2.49
Myctophum spp. 9 16 10.33 0 0 0.00 10 12 6.43 8 11 7.30 6.01 2.33
Lepidophanes spp. 5 13 9:23 0 0 0.00 ) 6 9.02 2 2 4.49 5.68  2.20
Hygophum sp. 1 2 7.94 0 0 0.00 0 0 0.00 1 2 6.42 3.59 1.39
Lobianchia gemellarii 0 0 0.00 1 1 7.31 0 0 0.00 0 0 0.00 1.83  0.71
Ceratoscopelus warmingii 0 0 0.00 1 1 5.39 0 0 0.00 0 0 0.00 1.35  0.52
‘ Hygophum benoiti 0 0 0.00 0 0 0.00 2 2 3.16 0 0 0.00 0.79 0.31
Mpyctoph-indeter. 10 102 44.51 17 189 61.10 10 29 15.65 15 23 9.07 32.58 12.60
Total 770 275.18 682 310.02 538 237.32 628 211.90 258.60 100
\ _ |
where L; = number of larvae at station j under 10 m? some specimens of Myctophum and Hygophum were difficult
of sea surface and will, therefore, be treated at the generic level. The lar-
C; = the catch of larvae at station | vae of Myctophum nitidulum and Myctophum affine could not
Z; = the depth (in meters) at station j be distinguished from each other and will be treated as the
V; = the volume filtered by the net (in cubic complex ‘M. nitidulum-affine.”’ Species are considered by

meters) at station j

As two samples were available for each station, resulting
from the 333- and 505-micron nets, the highest value of
larval density was always taken for each taxon, indepen-
dently of the mesh. This treatment was based on the
assumption that some taxa may be more efficiently sampled
by either the 505- or 333-micron mesh.

Results

A total of 3863 larvae were identified. Of those, 2618 cor-
responded to myctophids with 12 genera and at least 19
species; 1101 gonostomatids with 10 genera and at least
13 species, and 146 sternotychids, represented by 2 genera
and at least 2 species (Tables 1 and 2).

Species identifications in the genera Diaphus, Lampanyc-
tus, Lepidophanes, Cyclothone, Sternoptyx, Argyropelecus, and in

family and are listed in decreasing order of generic
abundance.

Family Myctophidae

Diaphus spp. (47.5/L), Benthosema suborbitale (29.1/L), Noto-
lychnus valdiviae (19.0 L), and Lampanyctus spp. (161.7/L)
were the most abundant taxa, accounting for about 43.7 %
of all myctophids collected (Table 1). Larvae of these taxa
occurred during all four oceanic cruises, where they were
widely distributed, and caught at virtually all oceanic and
slope stations (Figs. 2, 3, 4, and 5). Lampanyctus spp. oc-
curred at a somewhat lower frequency than the other taxa,
and its larvae were scarce over the continental shelf,
generally occurring at stations greater than 100 m in depth
(Fig. 5). Hygophum was the next most abundant taxon, ac-
counting for about 15.8% of the family, although no one
species was especially common (maximum 10.3 L). Hygo-
phum species had a wide distribution at the slope and



58 NOAA Technical Report NMFS 95: Larval Fish Recruitment and Research

Table 2
Abundance of Gonostomatidae and Sternoptychidae larvae. Number of positive stations (S), number of larvae (N), mean larval
density (L) (per 10 m? of sea surface) are given for each cruise.

PROGMEX-I IMECO PROGMEX-II PROGMEX-III
(spring) (winter) (spring) (summer)
49 stations 29 stations 40 stations 55 stations Mean

Taxa S N L S N L S N L S N L No. %
Cyclothone spp. 22 102 22.32 17 100  32.87 23 150  37.06 28 87 18.20 27.62 19.65
Maurolicus mueller: 9 46 36.36 4 8 9.38 14 47  17.98 25 121 29.61 23.33 16.60
Vinciguerria poweriae 10 17 9.06 4 27 36.41 10 24 13.80 14 24 10.30 17.39 12.38
Pollichthys mauli 8 16 10.66 7 28 1795 4 4 6.84 0 0 0.00 8.86 6.30
Gonostoma atlanticum 6 11 8.99 6 8 6.82 8 10 7.28 15 20 7.84 7.73  5.50
Vinciguerria attenuata 4 4 6.39 9 11 6.78 8 14 10.53 11 13 6.78 7.62  5.42
Vinciguerria nimbaria 7 9 5.58 6 8 7.71 7 11 8.68 6 6 7.68 7.41 5.28
Gonostoma elongatum 1 1 11.23 8 11 8.05 0 0 0.00 12 14 7.51 6.70  4.77
Bonapartia pedaliota 0 0 0.00 1 1 4.65 1 1 6.30 4 7 12.34 5.82 4.14
Ichthyococcus ovatus 0 0 0.00 0 0 0.00 1 1 5.34 2 2 6.67 3.00 2.14
Margrethia obtusirostra 0 0 0.00 1 1 6.02 0 0 0.00 3 3 5.53 2.89  2.05
Valenciennellus tripunctulatus 0 0 0.00 2 2 4.86 1 1 6.39 0 0 0.00 2.81  2.00
Diplophos taenia 1 1 2.58 0 0 0.00 0 0 0.00 0 0 0.00 0.65 0.46
Gonost-indeter. 10 34 22.58 12 32 16.75 9 27 19.21 12 36 16.33 18.72 13.32

Total-Gonostomatidae 241 135.76 257 158.25 290 139.41 333 128.77 140.55 100
Sternoptyx sp. 3 5 13.40 14 55 21.36 11 25 15.36 19 42 14.31 16.11 72.80
Argyropelecus spp. 2 2 7.37 0 0 0.00 6 7 7.68 6 10 9.03 6.02 27.20

Total-Sternoptychidae 7 20.77 55  21.36 ’ 32 23.04 52 23.34 22.13 100

March-April 1983 February 1984

. no larvae

® <10

@ w1 -50
. >50.1 August 1984

April-May 1984

Figure 2
Abundance (number of larvae per 10 m? of sea surface) and distribution of Diaphus spp., southern Gulf of Mexico. Smallest dots
represent stations with no larvae.
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Figure 3 (top)

Abundance (number of larvae per 10 m? of sea surface) and distribution of Benthosema suborbitale, southern Gulf of Mexico. Smallest

dots represent stations with no larvae.

Figure 4 (bottom)

Abundance (number of larvae per 10 m? of sea surface) and distribution of Notolychnus valdiviae, southern Gulf of Mexico. Smallest

dots represent stations with no larvae.
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Figure 5
Abundance (number of larvae per 10 m? of sea surface) and distribution of Lampanyctus spp., southern Gulf of Mexico. Smallest

dots represent stations with no larvae.

oceanic zones, but were only occasionally found over the
continental shelf. Hygophum taaning: and H. reinhardtii had
relatively high frequencies of occurrence.

The genus Myctophum represented 14.9% of the family,
although, as for Hygophum, the individual species were not
very abundant (maximum 9.8 L). All species had a low
frequency of occurrence except for M. nitidulum-affine. The
larvae of Myctophum had a wide distribution and were prin-
cipally caught at oceanic and slope stations; over the con-
tinental shelf they were scarce and larvae of M. asperum were
not recorded in this area.

Diogenichthys atlanticus represented 3.9 % of the farily
(7.7/L), and was sixth in frequency of occurrence. All lar-
vae were captured at slope and oceanic stations, except for
three stations over the continental shelf.

The remaining myctophid taxa, Centrobranchus nigroocel-
latus, Notoscopelus resplendens, Lobianchia gemellarii, and Cera-
toscopelus warmingii, were scarce. These species were re-
corded at oceanic stations and over the continental slope.
Six myctophid species appeared to show seasonal peaks of
abundance (Table 1). They included Hygophum hygomi: and
Centrobranchus nigrocellatus (winter peak); Hygophum reinhardtii
(spring/summer peak); Myctophum asperum (spring peak);
and Notoscopelus resplendens and Myctophum selenops (winter-
spring peak).

Family Gonostomatidae

Of the gonostomatids, Cyclothone spp. (27.6/L), Maurolicus
mueller: (23.3/L)), Vinciguerria poweriae (17.4/L), Vinciguerria
attenuata (7.6/L), Vinciguerria nimbaria (7.4/L), Pollichthys
mauli (8.9/L), Gonostoma atlanticum (7.7/L), and Gonostoma
elongatum (6.7/L) were most frequent and had the highest
mean densities.

Cyclothone spp. were widely distributed in the oceanic
zone and over the continental slope, where they were
caught at almost all stations sampled; over the shelf they
were present less frequently but were found at some sta-
tions less than 50 m depth (Fig. 6).

Maurolicus muelleri and the three Vinciguerria species were
distributed widely along the slope and oceanic zones; they
were occasionally recorded over the shelf (Figs. 7 and 8).

Larvae of G. atlanticum and G. elongatum were not cap-
tured over the continental shelf, but they were broadly
distributed in the slope and oceanic areas, although G.
elongatum was only found at one station during the spring
cruises. Pollichthys mauli larvae were mostly restricted to
stations over the continental slope and the nearby oceanic
areas, being found only once over the shelf.

The remaining gonostomatids, Bonapartia pedaliota, Mar-
grethia obtusirostra, Valenciennellus tripunctulatus, Ichthyococcus
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Figure 6 (top)
Abundance (number of larvae per 10 m? of sea surface) and distribution of Cyclothone spp., southern Gulf of Mexico. Smallest dots
represent stations with no larvae. Figure 7 (bottom)
Abundance (number of larvae per 10 m? of sea surface) and distribution of Maurolicus muelleri, southern Gulf of Mexico. Smallest

dots represent stations with no larvae.
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Figure 8
Abundance (number of larvae per 10 m? of sea surface) and distribution of Vinciguerria poweriae (®), Vinciguerria attenuata (M) and
Vinciguerria nimbaria (A), southern Gulf of Mexico. Smallest dots represent stations with no larvae.

ovatus, and Diplophos taenia, were scarce or rare. With the
exception of D. taenia, which was collected over the shelf,
these species were present only in samples from oceanic
and slope stations. Seasonal peaks of abundance were ap-
parent for 4 gonostomatid species (Table 2). They included
Vinciguerria poweriae and Pollichthys mauli (winter peak),
Maurolicus mueller: (spring/summer peak), and Bonapartia
pedaliota (summer peak).

Family Sternoptychidae

Sternoptyx sp. was the most abundant and frequent taxon
of this family, with a mean density of 16.0 L (Fig. 9). Lar-
vae of Argyropelecus spp. were scarce and were not caught
during the February cruise.

The higher abundance and frequency of occurrence of
both taxa were recorded in the oceanic area; they were
scarce over the shelf. Highest densities of Sternoptyx sp. were
recorded in winter; however, this taxon was common
year-round.

Discussion and Conclusions

The relative abundance and composition of taxa found in

this study closely corresponded to data collected from the
northeast Gulf of Mexico (Houde et al. 1979) and the
Caribbean Sea (Richards 1984).

In the present study, the family Myctophidae had the
highest number of larvae and taxa. Diaphus spp., B. subor-
bitale, N. valdiviae, and Lampanyctus spp. accounted for more
than 43% of the myctophids, whereas Cyclothone spp., M.
muelleri, and V. poweriae were most abundant among the
gonostomatids, accounting for about 40% of this family,
and Sternoptyx sp. made up approximately 70% of the
sternoptychids.

The relative abundances of these taxa closely resembled
the records of Houde et al. (1979) for the northeast Gulf,
where Diaphus spp. were the most abundant taxa; the
relative abundances of the remaining taxa differed only
slightly. Species differing in relative abundance between
the southern and northeastern Gulf of Mexico included
Maurolicus mueller (second in abundance among gono-
stomatids in the present study but the most abundant
gonostomatid in the northeast Gulf) and Gonostoma atlan-
ticum (common in the our study but rare in the northeast
Gulf).

Differences between the southern Gulf and the Carib-
bean Sea (Richards 1984) were large in terms of relative
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Abundance (number of larvae per 10 m? of sea surface) and

abundances of taxa; however, species compositions were
very similar. In contrast to our findings, Richards (1984)
reported C. warmingii, P. mauli, and G. elongatum to be abun-
dant; whereas B. suborbitale, D. atlanticus, M. muelleri and
V. poweriae were found to be rare. These differences may
have been related to sampling periodicity, however, since
the Caribbean area was sampled only during winter and
summer.

The distribution patterns of all species collected in this
study can be considered to be primarily oceanic. However,
many species, particularly the most common ones, had at
least some larvae in the neritic zone, principally at the outer
zone of the wide shelf of Tabasco-Campeche or over the
narrow shelf of Veracruz, where mixing of neritic and
oceanic water takes place. Some of these species were oc-
casionally captured in areas less than 50 m depth. The
distribution of scarce or rare species, such as M. asperum,
L. gemellarii, C. warmingii, B. pedaliota, V. tripunctulatus, M.
obtusirostra, 1. ovatus, and Argyropelecus spp., was restricted
to the oceanic area.

The wide distribution of species in the oceanic area sug-
gests that spawning usually takes place in deep zones and
that migration of larvae to neritic waters occurs by means
of currents. Thus similar distributions should be expected
over geographically distant shelves such as those of Florida

9
distribution of Sternoptyx sp., southern Gulf of Mexico.

and Tabasco-Campeche. However, the narrowness of the
Florida shelf allows most of the species in these families
to occur at depths less than 100 m.

Only 10 out of the 28 recorded species showed evidence
of seasonality, presenting their highest abundances only
during some of the cruises. Hygophum hygomii, Centrobran-
chus nigroocellatus, Vinciquerria poweriae and Pollichthys mault
were most abundant in winter, Myctophum asperum in spring,
Bonapartia pedaliota in summer, and Hygophum reinhardtii and
Maurolicus mueller: in the period of spring and summer;
whereas the greatest abundance of Notoscopelus resplendens
and Myctophum selenops larvae were recorded in the winter
and spring.

The seasonal patterns of these species do not correspond
with the data for these northeast Gulf (Houde et al. 1979)
or for the Caribbean (Richards 1984), except for M. mueller:
which was principally recorded in summer in the northeast
Gulf, and during spring and summer in this study.

Most of the species which exhibited seasonal abundance
peaks in the northeast Gulf and Caribbean were most abun-
dant in the summer. In our study area, B. pedaliota was
the only species which had its highest occurrence in this
period, but this species was rare in the other study areas.

Identification and comparison of seasonal trends in this
and other studies may have been limited by the low
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numbers of cruises made (four in this study and two in the
Caribbean). However, differing environmental conditions
between the study areas should also be considered as a
potential factor for influencing the spawning periods of
these species.
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ABSTRACT

The distribution, migration patterns, and mortality of bay anchovy (4nchoa mitchilli) were studied
in the Patuxent River subestuary of Chesapeake Bay from 1 June to 17 August 1987. The size-
specific distribution of larvae indicated hydrodynamic transport from downriver spawning areas
to upriver nursery areas. This distribution was evidenced by many small larvae and few large
larvae downriver opposed to relatively more large larvae and few small larvae upriver. An alter-
native hypothesis, that this pattern was caused solely by differential mortality between upriver
and downriver portions of the estuary, was eliminated. Mortality rates were computed with a
decreasing rate function of length from the Pareto family using abundance data that are cen-
sored for a range of growth rates found in the literature (3 mm/wk and 4 mm/wk). Mortality
rate estimates varied from 0.161 to 0.162 per mm of growth at 10 mm total length (TL) and
from 0.064 to 0.079 per mm of growth at 20 mm TL. The mortality rate function derived here
is compared to a range of constant mortality rates estimated for larval bay anchovies in Biscayne
Bay, Florida. Mortality rates for the Pareto model were greater than the constant estimates for
larvae less than two days old and became less than the constant mortality rates for larvae greater
than five days old. As a result the net mortalities estimated by the Pareto model for the Patuxent
River were much less by the time larvae were eight days old.

Introduction

This study is a component of an entrainment impact assess-
ment for the Chalk Point Electric Generating Station on
the Patuxent River, a tributary of the Chesapeake Bay
Estuary. The assessment determines the geographic bound-
aries of the larval bay anchovy, Anchoa mitchilli, popula-
tion in the Patuxent River and estimates recruitment.
Geographic boundaries of the population are determined
by analysis of the migration patterns of the larvae. Recruit-
ment is estimated through standing crop estimates and a
mortality function. An independent assessment has been
done for Maryland’s Power Plant Research Program
(Polgar et al. 1988) and is the subject of ongoing studies.
Here, we present the findings relative to the migration of

larval bay anchovy in the Patuxent River and an improved
methodology for estimating larval mortality rates.

The bay anchovy is a suitable subject for the study of
fisheries dynamics because it is abundant over a wide
geographical area and it is accessible to sampling. Eggs are
free floating; small larvae are initially planktonic; and
larger larvae, juveniles and adults, are pelagic. Bay an-
chovy range from the Gulf of Maine to the Yucatan Penin-
sula (Hildebrand 1963), is one of the dominant species in
the Chesapeake Bay area (Hildebrand and Schroeder
1928), and is an important forage species (Hollis 1952;
Merriner 1975; Chao and Musick 1977). Bay anchovy
populations appear to be regulated largely by events oc-
curring during the first few months of life (Vouglitois et al.
1987)

65
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Chalk Point
Station

o | 2 3
Nautical Miles

Figure 1
Map of the Patuxent River estuary
with segment boundaries used to
refer to sampling locations in this
study. Segment boundaries are
nautical river miles of Cronin and
Pritchard (1975). The following
abbreviations are used in the in-
set: BAL = Baltimore, MD; D.C.
= Washington, District of Colum-
bia; CHES BAY = Chesapeake
Bay; PAX R. = Patuxent River.

Bay anchovy spawning in the Chesapeake Bay extends
from the Atlantic Ocean (Olney 1983) nearly to freshwater
at the upper end of tributary rivers (Dovel 1971). The ex-
tent of spawning upriver is thought to be controlled by
salinity. The bay anchovy can spawn in waters with salinity
as low as 1 part per thousand (ppt), but they typically do
not spawn in waters less than 6 ppt (Dovel 1971). Max-
imum spawning occurs in waters of 13 to 15 ppt. This study
was designed to sample the region of the Patuxent that
begins above and extends below the area of maximum
spawning activity.

Bay anchovy spawning in the upper Chesapeake Bay and
Patuxent River occurs from April to September with a peak
in July (Dovel 1971). Spawning occurs at night (Ferraro
1980a, 1980b) and the eggs require approximately 20 to
24 hours to hatch (J. Cowan, Chesapeake Biological
Laboratory, Solomons, MD. pers. commun. Nov. 1989;
Kuntz 1914) and produce larvae approximately 2 to 3 mm
total length (TL) (Wang and Kernehan 1979).

The Patuxent River is located in Maryland, USA. Its
confluence with Chesapeake Bay is on the West side in the
middle portion of the bay above that of the Potomac River



LARVAL TRANSPORT AND MIGRATION

Table 1
Methods employed in three sampling programs.

Sampling Program

Diel study

Regional study

Egg study

35 and 10 to 14

Not sampled

15 June to 17 August
Biweekly

Day and night
1.0-m? Tucker Trawl
Discrete depth
Random stratitified

4 to 35
One transect

Patuxent River segments
Chesapeake Bay
Sampling dates (1987) 1 June to 19 August®
Frequency Weekly

Diel periods included Night

0.25-m* Tucker Trawl
Discrete depth
Random stratified

Sampling gear
Type of tow
Sampling design

4 to 35

Not sampled

29 June to 19 August
Weekly

Day

0.25-m Tucker Trawl
Stepped oblique
Fixed station

“Transect across Chesapeake Bay at mouth of Patuxent River sampled from 29 June to 17 August.
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(Fig. 1). The Patuxent River Estuary is 61 km long and
has a volume of 695 million m?® and a surface area of
113 km? (Edinger et al. 1989).

Freshwater inflow to the Patuxent River Estuary dur-
ing the summer spawning season averages 5 m>/sec. Most
of the estuary is mesohaline (Academy of Natural Sciences,
Philadelphia (ANSP) 1983). During this period, the lower
deep portion of the estuary (maximum depth, 29 m) is par-
tially mixed with a gradual longitudinal salinity gradient
(Edinger et al. 1989). Near river segment 14 (Fig. 1) the
estuary becomes shallow (maximum depth, 4 m), has a
steep longitudinal salinity gradient. Depth increases in seg-
ment 11 (maximum depth, 6 m), and the water column
remains partially mixed.

This paper gives results of studies of various aspects of
bay anchovy recruitment. First, a description of sampling
methods is presented, followed by a description of analytical
methods for assessing temporal and spatial distribution.
A mortality model based on the assumption that mortal-
ity rate is an inverse function of larval length is introduced.
This is followed by results and discussion to assess the
merits of the decreasing mortality rate model relative to
a constant mortality rate model and to evaluate the
hypothesis that bay anchovy larvae originate in the lower
section of the Patuxent River estuary and migrate to the
middle section of the estuary.

Sampling Methods

Bay anchovies in the Patuxent River estuary reportedly
spawn near the river mouth and move to nursery areas
upriver (Dovel 1971). Vertical and longitudinal distribu-
tions of eggs and larvae during this study verified this
migration phenomenon. Distribution of eggs and larvae
were observed in three sampling programs (Table 1). The
geographic location of samples was determined with refer-

ence to 35 river segments (Fig. 1). There was no sampling
above segment 4. Earlier studies (Setzler et al. 1979) in-
dicated few bay anchovy larvae above segment 4.

The regional study specified that collections be made
over a 12-week period from 1 June to 19 August 1987. The
35 segments were grouped into 9 regions, each with up to
4 depth layers (Fig. 1, Table 2), resulting in a total of 32
sampling cells. From 29 June to 19 August collections were
made at four depths at randomly selected locations along
a transect across the Chesapeake Bay at the mouth of the
Patuxent River. During each week two nighttime collec-
tions were made from each of the Patuxent river cells and
at each depth along the Chesapeake Bay transect. These
collections were made with a 0.25-m? Tucker trawl with
253-pu mesh. A General Oceanics model 2030R flow meter
was mounted in the mouth of the net to quantify volume
filtered. Tows were of 2-min duration and the mean sample
volume was 25 m3. Salinity was measured at the surface
and bottom in each segment.

The diel study specified day and night sampling and
employed a larger net. A 1.0-m? Tucker trawl with 253-u
mesh was used to sample each of three depth layers in seg-
ment 35 at the mouth of the river and in segments 10 to
14 upriver. Three depth layers were sampled at each loca-
tion and 6 to 9 samples were collected in each depth layer.
Sampling was done every two weeks at alternate locations
during the period 15 June to 17 August. These tows were
also of 2-min duration and the mean sample volume in both
areas was about 100 m?>.

Densities of eggs and newly hatched larvae were moni-
tored by sampling weekly during the day for the period
29 June to 3 August. Samples were collected from five to
six fixed locations within each of three river sections: lower
river (segments 26 to 35), middle river (segments 14 to 25),
and upper river (segments 4 to 13). Oblique tows of
variable duration were taken and the mean sample volume
was 65 m3. Sampling was done between 0900 and 1500
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Table 2
Hypsographic data for sampling regions in the Patuxent River Estuary (From Cronin and Pritchard 1975
and Edinger et al. 1989).

Region Length Surface area Volume Mean depth Sampling depth
(segments included)* (m x 10) (m* x 10) (m’ x 10) (m) layers®
1to3 5.56 1.95 4.8 2.46 152:3
4to7 7.41 1.67 8.3 4.97 1,2,3
8 to 11 7.41 5.50 13.6 2.47 1,2,3
12 to 13 3.70 5.59 15.1 2.70 1,2,3
14 to 17 7.41 12.74 42.4 3.33 1,2,3,4
18 to 21 7.41 19.04 96.6 5.07 1,2,3,4
22 to 25 7.41 20.82 122.2 5.87 1,2,3,4
26 to 29 7.41 15.43 136.7 8.87 1,2,8,4
30 to 33 7.41 15.28 155.2 10.16 1,2,3,4
34 to 35 3.70 14.74 99.6 6.76 1,2,3,4

were pooled in analysis.

“Each segment is 1.85 km (1 nautical mile) in length. There was no sampling above segment 4. Earlier studies (Setzler
et al. 1979) indicated few bay anchovy larvae above segment 4.
‘Layer 1 represents depth from 0 to 1 m; layer 2, 1 to 3 m; layer 3, 3 to 8 m; Layer 4, 8m to bottom. Layers 3 and 4

hours. Sampling during the day allowed some mixing to
occur between the spawning event the night before and
sampling, and reduced the patchiness of the egg distribu-
tion resulting in less variance.

Larvae 4- to 23-mm TL were considered to be sampled
effectively. Larvae less than 4-mm TL were subject to loss
owing to extrusion (Houde and Lovdal 1984) through the
sampling net and to poor sorting efficiency during sample
processing. Thus only larvae greater than 3-mm TL were
used in mortality computations. Larvae greater than 7-mm
TL exhibited gear avoidance and appropriate corrections
were implemented before making standing crop estimates.

Analytical Methods

Distribution and Migration

Analysis of variance (ANOVA) followed by a Tukey multi-
ple range test was used to evaluate longitudinal and ver-
tical differences in densities of eggs and larvae grouped in
4-mm length categories. Densities were transformed by the
logarithmic expression

z = log, (ri +1); (1)
|4

where z = response variable analyzed
n = count of larvae in the sample
V = volume sampled by the gear.

In this transformation, densities were standardized to
the mean sample volume, thus retaining the approximate

lognormal distribution of the counts. A graphical check
(Tukey 1962; Draper and Smith 1981) found that normal-
ity assumptions and homogeneous variance assumptions
were met when data were standardized by this transfor-
mation.

Size distributions of larvae collected at the mouth of the
river (segment 35) during the diel study were compared
graphically with those collected in the upper portion of the
river (segments 10 to 14).

Standing crop estimates were based on data from
0.25-m? Tucker trawl collections. Adjustments in densities
obtained with the 0.25-m? Tucker trawl were made to
reflect size specific sampling efiiciency. This correction was
derived by comparison of densities of larvae collected with
the 0.25-m? trawl with those obtained with a 1.0 m? trawl.
Larvae less than 7 mm TL apparently did not avoid the
smaller net. This correction factor, estimated by least
squares for larvae greater than 7 mm, was based on the
following expression:

For L > 7:

log, (Do) — log, (Dygs) = — 0.2656 + 0.0418 L; (2)

where
log. (Dg.95) = logarithm transform as shown above for
larval density in 0.25 m? Tucker trawl

(density units—number per 100 m?3);

[

log. (Dy,;) = logarithm transform as shown above for
larval density in 1.0 m? Tucker trawl;
(density units—number per 100 m3);
L = total length (mm).
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Table 3
Selected growth rates of the bay anchovy reported in the literature.

Growth rate

]

0.58 to 0.62 field

“Preliminary publication cited with permission of the authors.

(mm/d) Type of study State Source
0.43 to 0.55 laboratory FL Saksena and Houde 1972
0.48 field NC Fives et al. 1986
0.43 to 0.56 field FL Leak and Houde 1987
0.39 to 0.62 mesocosm MD Cowan and Houde (1989)"
NY Castro and Cowen (in press)

The correction factor was obtained by exponentiating the
difference:

Pip = e(-0.2656+0.048L) for [ > 7
Dy o5
D
oy, for L < 7. 3)
Dy o5

Standing crops were estimated by multiplying the ad-
justed density of larvae in each cell by the volume of each
of the 32 sampling cells. Cell volumes were estimated from
the geometry of the estuary (Cronin and Pritchard 1975).
The total standing crop is reported by river section.

Mortality

The larval mortality model assumed that the mortality rate
was inversely proportional to length scaled by a power
transformation, i.e.,

d NL — Q. NL
= — ; 4)
dL Lt
where L = length;
N; = the number of larvae of length L;
a, 3 = model parameters, a>0, 320.

This differential equation integrates to the following sur-
vival model:

log. (N;) = fip LU-B 4 (5)

where ¢ = a constant of integration.

This model is a member of the Pareto family of survival
models (Miller 1981; Arnold 1985). For nonlinear least

squares estimation new parameters were assigned to yield
the following equation:

log. (N.) = a' LF + ¢ (6)
where a' = —a/(1 - fB);
B = (1-B).

The mortality rate per individual was obtained by
dividing both sides of the initial differential equation by
N; and by changing the sign to express the fractional
decrease in Nj as positive. Thus the mortality rate per in-
dividual is aL ~5.

The assumptions required to apply this model are 1)
there can be no immigration or emigration of larvae from
the system; 2) length must be a valid proxy for age; and
3) sampling is sufficiently frequent to sample all cohorts
within the spawning season. If the mortality model is ap-
plied to individual cohorts within the spawning season, an
additional assumption that survival should remain constant
over the study period is required. If all larvae spawned in
the season are considered as a cohort (year class), this
assumption is not required.

The regional study data were used for the mortality
analysis because it included the whole estuary and more
adequately represented all sizes of larvae. Length was
emphasized in analyses rather than age to facilitate the
processing of the large number of samples. A range of
growth rates for bay anchovy from several sources was
used in discussion to enhance comparisons with published
rates.

Abundances for 1-mm length intervals were summed
over sample weeks. Abundance estimates used in these
analyses were adjusted for sampling efficiency as appro-
priate. Data for bay anchovies were censored to include
complete weekly cohorts only. Estimates of length versus
age based on otolith analysis for bay anchovy indicated
growth of about 3 to 4 mm per week (Table 3). Thus the
model was fitted to the data using two censoring schemes:
one assuming 3-mm growth per week, and one assuming
4-mm growth per week. The mortality model was estimated
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r - 1
Table 4
Average weekly salinity (ppt) in the Patuxent River. NS = No salinity measurement.
Segment
Week 4-7 8-11 12-13 14-17 18-21 22-25 26-29 30-33 34-35
6/01/87 3.0 5.0 NS 10.0 10.0 11.5 13.0 12:5 13.5
6/08/87 0.8 1.0 7.3 113 11.0 12.0 13.0 13.0 13.5
6/15/87 2.5 6.5 10.0 115 12:5 12.5 12.8 13.0 13.3
6/22/87 3.8 3.8 9.3 11.0 11.8 12.8 13.0 13.5 14.0
6/29/87 2.0 4.5 8.8 0.5 11.3 12.5 12.5 13.0 12.3
7/06/87 2.0 5.0 9.8 11.5 12.0 12.5 13.0 13.0 13.8
7/13/87 4.0 5.5 10.0 1.3 12.3 12.8 12.8 13.0 13.0
7/20/87 2.3 4.5 9.0 10.3 iy (K5} 115 12.3 12.3 11.8
7/27/87 5.3 6.0 10.3 1.8 12.8 13.0 13.0 14.3 14.5
8/03/87 6.0 6.5 10.8 2.0 12.8 12.8 12.8 12.8 13.0
8/10/87 7.5 8.0 11.0 11.8 12.3 12.8 12.5 13.0 13.0
8/17/87 5.0 6.8 10.8 12.0 12.8 12.8 11:5 1255 13.0
) ] . ) Table 5
using the nonlinear regression procedure of SAS Institute Mean densities (Mean log (density + 1) per 100 m®) of
(1985). bay anchovy eggs and newly hatched larvae in the Patux-
ent River.
Results Section
. . . . . Week Uppe Middl L
Distribution and Migration “ i e over
. o . Eggs
Vertically averaged salmlty' a't the m.outh of the river ra.nged 6/29/87 9.7 « 6.9 6.8
from 11.8 to 14.5. ppt. Salinity upriver was more variable; 7/06/87 2.6 6.7 6.9
in segments 4 to 7 salinity ranged from 0.8 ppt in June 7/13/87 1.7 6.5 7.2
to 7.5 ppt in August (Table 4). 7/20/87 3.0 5.8 6.6
Anchovy spawning occurred further up river as the il £3 2. e
ot e . 8/03/87 5.5 3.1 4.3
season progressed. Egg densities in 1987 showed an inter-
action between river longitude and date (P = 0.001). From Larvae (2 to 3 mm TL)
29 June to 13 July, greatest densities were in the lower and 6/29/87 2.1 1.5 3.8
middle portions of the estuary. During the week of 20 July, 7/06/87 1.1 2.8 5.7
densities became more uniform in the river. By 27 July 413187 =5 4.0 =8
d3 A h d had d d th 7/20/87 3.3 3.8 5.1
and 3 ugust, t e.tren ad reversed an the greatest 2/97/87 26 06 3.6
densities were upriver (Table 5). A similar trend was 8/03/87 3.5 0.0 0.4
observed for newly hatched larvae. In spite of this shift in

densities, standing crops of eggs and newly hatched lar-
vae upriver remained low because of the small river volume
in the upper portion of the estuary (Table 6).

The larval densities from the diel data supported the
hypothesis that larvae migrate up the estuary as they grow.
The size distribution of larvae collected at the mouth of
the estuary was compared to those collected in the upper
portion of the estuary. Densities of 2- to 3-mm TL larvae
were greater (P<0.05) in the lower segment (Table 7),
whereas densities of each of the 4-mm size classes between
8 to 25 mm were greater upriver. These differences were
the same for day and night collections. There were no
significant differences in densities of larvae 4 to 7 mm.

Viewing the distribution by 3-mm size classes, there was
a single large mode for the smallest sized larvae at the

mouth of the estuary (Fig. 2); whereas upriver there were
two modal lengths, one of small larvae associated with the
late season spawning and another at 20-mm TL.

This trend was more pronounced in the standing crop
estimates based on data from the regional study. A plot
of mean standing crops for bay anchovy larvae versus
length for the three sections of the Patuxent River (Fig.
3) showed that the standing crop of small larvae found in
the lower section of the estuary was several orders of
magnitude greater than the number found in the middle
and upper sections. This high standing crop of small lar-
vae in the lower section resulted from high densities com-
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Table 6
Estimated standing crops (millions) of bay anchovy eggs
and newly hatched larvae in the Patuxent River.

Section

Week Upper Middle Lower
Eggs
6/29/87 371 3263 5470
7/06/87 15 2742 7384
7/13/87 60 4800 6371
7/20/87 89 2889 8378
7/27/87 620 589 2323
8/03/87 328 124 469
Larvae (2 to 3 mm TL)
6/29/87 7S 29 619
7/06/87 4 241 2076
7/13/87 8 533 753
7/20/87 39 220 2530
7/21/87 16 5 313
8/03/87 14 0 9

Table 7
Mean diel densities (Mean log (density + 1) per 100 m%)
of bay anchovy larvae in the Patuxent River at upriver sta-
tions versus downriver stations averaged over depth layers
and over the sampling season.

Day Night
Total length
(mm) Upriver Downriver Upriver Downriver
2-3 2.06 3.76 1.99 2.60
4-7 2.68 3.07 2.74 2.72
8-11 2.75 1.67 2.56 1.84
12-15 2.00 0.38 2.18 0.60
16-19 1.37 0.04 2.05 0.24
20-23 1.36 0.02 2.19 0.36

bined with the large volume of that portion of the estuary
(Tables 1 and 8). Numbers of large larvae, on the other
hand, were greatest in the middle section of the estuary.

An evaluation of the vertical distribution of larvae in-
dicated that at the mouth of the river larvae of lengths less
than 12-mm TL remain in deep water during day and night
(P<0.05) (Table 9). Larvae in each length class greater
than 11-mm TL showed no significant vertical patterns
downriver. In contrast, in segments 10 to 14, during the
day larvae in each length class greater than 8 mm were
near the surface (P<0.05) layer while at night larvae in
each length class greater than 11 mm were near the bot-
tom layer (£<0.05). The smaller larvae did not exhibit ver-
tical patterns in the upper river.
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Figure 2
Comparison of length-density distributions of bay anchovy lar-
vae at the lower (L) and upper (U) part of the river.

~~
2138 }L
Sao i
E L — Lower Estuary
E L M — Mid Estuary
~ u — Upper Estuary

& J L
=]
=]
i
5} 1
L]

40
E .
-]
g

L
?nao |
'] L
5 u“"u uu“
" ™
e lJu“uu:: h“'-'l‘ ““uu"u"““uuu
S vouuobubbbuwubpypypupypud
3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 27 30

Total Length (mm)

Figure 3
Mean standing crop estimates for bay anchovy larvae for three
portions of the Patuxent River estuary in 1987.

Mortality

The parameter estimates for a range of growth rates are:

3 mm/week 4 mm/week
a = 1.7631 a = 3.4505
B = 1.0375 B = 1.3320
¢ = -37.5911 c = 0.7849.
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Table 8
Average densities per 100 m® of bay anchovy larvae (>3 mm TL) in the Patuxent River and the adjacent portion of Chesapeake
Bay. NS = Not sampled.

Segment*

Week 4-7 8-11 12-13 14-17 18-21 22-25 26-29 30-33 34-35 35 Bay
Larvae (4 to 9 mm TL)

6/01/87 0 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 NS NS
6/08/87 0 10 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 NS NS
6/15/87 0 10 0 0 10 0 10 0 20 10 NS
6/22/87 20 0 0 0 10 30 20 30 40 NS NS
6/29/87 40 30 110 20 30 20 30 130 300 210 720
7/06/87 40 40 40 20 10 50 80 250 590 NS 250
7/13/87 50 30 20 50 60 200 100 170 520 570 1450
7/20/87 50 220 70 150 90 130 150 270 480 NS 520
7/27/87 520 360 70 40 10 10 20 50 170 120 90
8/03/87 120 280 20 10 0 0 30 30 40 NS 30
8/10/87 90 50 10 0 0 0 10 10 0 0 0
8/17/87 170 330 110 10 0 0 0 0 20 NS 0
Larvae (>9 mm TL)

6/01/87 0 10 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 NS NS
6/08/87 20 10 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 NS NS
6/15/87 0 10 0 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 NS
6/22/87 20 10 20 20 0 20 0 0 10 NS NS
6/29/87 10 30 70 150 20 10 0 10 0 0 150
7/06/87 50 130 280 170 0 20 20 20 40 NS 20
7/13/87 60 140 80 960 70 80 10 30 0 10 60
7/20/87 50 60 190 420 60 40 80 50 40 NS 50
7/27/87 130 130 220 220 110 70 20 30 50 40 20
8/03/87 100 160 160 480 270 100 110 20 60 NS 40
8/10/87 90 220 110 150 120 30 20 10 20 50 0
8/17/87 170 240 150 280 80 40 60 50 0 NS 0

“Estimates for segment 35 are from the diel study (averaged over day and night periods). Estimates for other segments are from the regional
study and have been adjusted for sampling efficiency.

Table 9
Vertical diel distributions (Mean log [density + 1] per 100 m®) of bay anchovy larvae in
two portions of the Patuxent River averaged over the sampling season.
Depth zone (m)
Upriver portion of Mouth of
Patuxent River Patuxent River

Length
(mm) Diel period 0-1 1-2 >2 0-1 1-3 >3
2-3 Day 1.66 2.21 2.40 2.88 3.36 4.61
Night 1.84 2.03 2.14 1.97 2:31 3:23
4-7 Day 2.68 2.85 2.44 2.57 2.62 3.71
Night 2.58 2.68 2.03 2.20 2.29 3.36
8-11 Day 3:13 2.73 2.26 1.23 1.46 2.10
Night 2:37 2.70 2.61 1.20 1.62 2.44
12=15 Day 2.51 1.97 1.34 0.32 0.31 0.47
Night 1.65 2.40 2.60 0.26 0.61 0.83
16-19 Day 2.46 1.00 0.35 0.00 0.07 0.04
Night 0.96 2:53 2.85 0.17 0.51 0.10
20-23 Day 2.21 1.23 0.38 0.06 0.02 0.00
Night 1.19 2.52 3.08 0.23 0.37 0.44
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Figure 4
Mortality curve with respect to length for bay anchovy using 1987
data censored according to 3 mm/week growth and the observed
abundances from which the curve was estimated.

The fit of the curve assuming 4 mm growth per week was
better than one assuming 3 mm growth per week (Figs.
4 and J5).

Estimated mortality rates per individual (aL ~#) based
on these curves ranged from 0.161 to 0.162 per mm of
growth at 10 mm TL and from 0.064 to 0.079 per mm
of growth at 20 mm TL. These rates correspond to 15%
per mm at 10 mm TL and 6.2% and 7.6% per mm at
20 mm TL.

Discussion

Sampling Considerations

Information from the random stratified sampling design
implemented in this study was used to address the hy-
pothesis that bay anchovy eggs are spawned downriver and
the young larvae move upriver to a nursery area. To
analyze changes in abundance, vertical, longitudinal, and
temporal stratification was required. Randomly selecting
sampling locations within strata satisfies the underlying
assumptions of hypothesis testing through ANOVA.

The importance of sampling a broad spectrum of strata
can not be overemphasized. For example, the geographic
area considered by Polgar et al. (1988) excluded the lower
section of the Patuxent River estuary. Their estimate of
the mortality rate for postlarval bay anchovies in the Patux-
ent River in 1978 (0.016 per tidal cycle or 0.032 per day)
was considerably less than our range of estimates. Our data
(*‘lower estuary’’ in Figure 3) show that excluding data
from this section of the estuary leads to an underestimate
of mortality.

Figure 5
Mortality curve with respect to length for bay anchovy using 1987
data censored according to 4 mm/week growth and the observed
abundances from which the curve was estimated.

Furthermore, when making population assessments, it
is important to consider the volumes of the river segments.
Early studies in the Patuxent River estuary (Dovel 1971)
considered only density data. Note that the density of large
larvae upriver seems relatively high, but the volumes of
upriver segments are relatively small. If one considered
larval density only, larval mortality would be under-
estimated and the extent of upriver migration would be
overestimated.

Distribution and Migration

The longitudinal distribution of the eggs indicates that
spawning occurs primarily in the lower section of the river.
Collections in the Patuxent River in 1978 by Setzler et al.
(1979) did not extend below segment 20, but the distribu-
tion pattern for eggs is consistent with the data for 1987
in that the highest densities were found downriver. The
late season spawning observed upriver in 1987 may have
been partially associated with an increase in salinity. Salin-
ity in the upper river segments increased approximately
2 ppt during the period 20 July to 3 August (Table 4).

From the pattern of many small larvae and few large
larvae downriver opposed to relatively more large larvae
and few small larvae upriver (Fig. 2) we infer either that
the larvae hatch downstream and migrate upriver or that
the larvae suffer much greater mortality downriver than
upriver. However, the differential mortality argument is
not sufficient to explain the data. For any cohort abun-
dance is a monotonically decreasing function of length or
age. Thus the sum or average of cohort abundances also
has this property. For the upriver segment, the number
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of larvae with lengths 17 to 23 mm TL averaged over the
spawning season (i.e. averaged over cohorts) actually ex-
ceeded the number of larvae with lengths 8 to 14 mm. Since
it is impossible to explain this phenomenon solely by dif-
ferential mortality, one must conclude that the increase in
density of 17 to 23 mm larvae upriver resulted wholly or
partially from migration of larvae from downriver.

This same issue is examined in terms of avoidance cor-
rected abundance (Fig. 3) with data from three sections
of the river. It is clear that there were more larvae in the
middle section (segments 14 to 25) in the 15 to 21 mm
length category than can be explained without invoking
migration from the lower section (segments 26 to 35). Small
larvae originate in the lower third of the estuary and move
to the middle section of the estuary as they grow. Few lar-
vae enter the upper section (segments 4 to 13) of the river.

While the data indicate that larval migration occurred,
the mechanism for the migration is not clear. Many studies
have found that larvae use water currents to move to
nursery areas (Norcross and Shaw 1984; Weinstein 1988).
Current velocity estimates for tidally averaged water flow
in the Patuxent River indicate upriver flow in deeper water
(ANSP 1983; Edinger et al. 1989). Thus the vertical posi-
tion of larvae will determine the direction of transport based
on the net direction of flow at that vertical position. Since
small larvae downriver remain in lower depths, they could
be transported to their nursery areas upriver with baroclinic
circulation.

Mortality

We use a model based on the simple but appealing assump-
tion that larval mortality rate decreases with increasing
length. Swimming speed and thus ability to avoid predators
is a direct function of length rather than age (Fuiman and
Webb 1988) The mortality rate is believed to be greatest
for eggs and very small larvae because they are unable to
avoid predation. Larger larvae should be better able to ob-
tain food and avoid predators and their survival should be
greater. Other assumptions of this application need to be
examined.

Use of length as a surrogate for age is justified because
of the close correspondence between length and age (Fives
et al. 1986; Leak and Houde 1987). The logic is that if
survival = g(time) and length = f(time) then survival =
&(f ~! (length)). For convenience the plot of abundance
versus length is referred to as a
““mortality curve.”’

Immigration/emigration of bay anchovy larvae 210 mm
TL would not be expected to be a major source of error
in mortality estimates because densities at the mouth of
the river are relatively low compared to densities in the
middle portion of the study area (Table 8). Our data sug-
gest that juvenile bay anchovies (=23 mm TL) move down
river, but these were not included in our mortality analysis.

survival curve’’ or a

In contrast, one would expect that small larvae would be
transported into the river because of high densities in
deeper layers at the mouth of the river. This would cause
an underestimation of mortality for these small larvae. An
evaluation of the emigration of small larvae from Chesa-
peake Bay requires further study.

Based on published results, we have assumed a growth
rate of 3 to 4 mm per week (Table 3). With cohorts de-
fined by using length classes approximately equivalent to
one weeks growth, weekly sampling is sufficient to repre-
sent all cohorts of the spawning season.

This model was motivated by finding that the commonly
used constant mortality rate model (Houde 1987; Leak and
Houde 1987) was inadequate for these data. Residual plots
for our data indicated that a constant rate model under-
estimated mortality for small larvae and overestimated
mortality for large larvae. The Weibull mortality model
can be used for modeling increasing or decreasing mor-
tality rate curves (Pinder et al. 1978). The Weibull model
has been employed for modeling a decreasing mortality rate
in a larval fish population (Saila and Lough 1981). How-
ever, use of the Weibull model seems to be founded on
empirical curve fitting rather than biological assumptions.
We prefer a model founded on the commonly observed
phenomenon that mortality decreases with increasing
length (Ware 1975; Hackney 1977; Saila and Lough 1981).

As noted, we may have underestimated mortality of
larvae <10 mm TL because the immigration of these small
larvae into the river from the Chesapeake Bay was not
taken into account. Thus the difference in mortality rates
between large and small larvae may have been even larger
than we estimated. If this is the case, there is even greater
need for a decreasing mortality model.

The Pareto model is also applicable when ages of larvae
are known. Lo (1985) used an age-based Pareto model for
eggs and larvae of northern anchovy. The length-based
Pareto model presented here can also be used. One need
only substitute the growth equation for length in the de-
nominator of the first differential equation and perform the
calculus to obtain a model based on age which uses the
same assumptions. If the growth equation is assumed
linear, a simple substitution of the growth equation in the
final model yields

log, (N,) = 1‘—“(/1 v g)i? 4 o )

The expression (k + gt) is a linear model for length as a

function of age, where ¢ = age
h = hatching size
g = growth rate.

This equation indicates that the number of surviving lar-
vae at age ! increases as hatching size and growth rate
increase. The importance of hatching size and growth rate
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Figure 6
Constant mortality rates published by Leak and Houde (1987)
compared to decreasing mortality rates published here. The two
solid curves show the range of values reported by Leak and
Houde. The two dashed lines show the range of values that result
from using 3 and 4 mm/week growth rates in this study.

1000
--- Loos and Perry

800 J\\\ —— Leak and Houde
[
N
e
n

600 1
d
]
ot
s
8 400
=]
N
[=]
A 200 3

o

0 5 10 15 20 25
age (days)
Figure 7

Survival curves with respect to age for bay anchovy larvae
estimated here compared to those computed from estimates by
Leak and Houde (1987). The two solid curves show the range
of values reported by Leak and Houde. The two dashed lines show
the range of values that result from using 3 and 4 mm/week growth
in this study.

in the evaluation of mortality has been emphasized by
Ware (1975) and Houde (1987), respectively.

The mortality rate derived here is compared to a con-
stant mortality rate estimated for larval bay anchovies in

Biscayne Bay by Leak and Houde (1987). The Pareto func-
tion is transformed to a function of age by compositing the
mortality with respect to length function with a length with
respect to age function. Two growth rates for the Patux-
ent River, 3 mm/week and 4 mm/week, are used for com-
parison. Mortality rates for the Pareto model are greater
than the constant estimates for larvae less than two days
old and become less than the constant mortality rates for
larvae greater than five days old (Fig. 6). As a result the
net mortalities estimated by the Pareto model for the Patux-
ent River are much less by the time larvae are eight days
old (Fig. 7).
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ABSTRACT

The exact northern limit of the spawning grounds of spot (Letostomus xanthurus) has not been
determined. Previous reports of spot spawning during the winter/spring in the Middle Atlantic
Bight (MAB) are refuted based on the presence of low bottom-water temperatures at that time.
Analyses of historic bottom isotherms in the MAB during winter/spring show that the most north-
erly occurrence of required 17° C bottom temperatures from December to May is on the outer
continental shelf off North Carolina near the Gulf Stream. It is therefore suggested that spot
recruiting to Chesapeake Bay are spawned near Cape Hatteras at the shelf break in winter. A
mechanism must then exist to transport larvae approximately 250 km northward in the MAB
before recruiting to Chesapeake Bay one to three months later. Episodes of southerly winds, inter-
spersed between seasonal spring northerly winds, werc identified from 1978 through 1988. These
southerly winds could cause current reversals over the inner shelf areas of the MAB and may
transport waves of new spot recruits northward from the southern spawning site. These winds
may have been related to waves of juvenile spot recruiting to Virginia estuaries in 1987 and 1988.
The duration and frequency of southerly wind events during the months when larvae are being

transported could have a major impact on year-class success.

Introduction

Spot (Leiostomus xanthurus) is a common sciaenid along the
middle and southern Atlantic and Gulf coasts of the United
States. They appear to have a protracted spawning season
which probably begins in September and ends in April or
May with reported times varying with location (Hildebrand
and Cable 1930; Dawson 1958; Lewis and Judy 1983). It
has been suggested that spawning occurs off Chesapeake
Bay from late fall through early spring (Welsh and Breder
1923; Hildebrand and Schroeder 1928; Lippson and
Moran 1974). The season extends from October through
March off the coasts of North and South Carolina (Dawson
1958) with peak spawning occurring in December and
January (Hildebrand and Cable 1930; Dawson 1958; Ber-
rien et al. 1978; Lewis and Judy 1983; Warlen and Chester
1985).

In fall, spot are generally distributed in the Middle
Atlantic Bight (MAB) nearshore from Long Island, NY

*Virginia Institute of Marine Science Contribution No. 1572.
** Present address: University of Alaska Fairbanks, Institute of Marine
Science, Fairbanks. AK 99775.

to Cape Lookout, NC (NMFS/NEFC 1983-87). In the
winter, from Cape Hatteras to central Florida, spot may
move offshore to occupy the shelf edge (Manooch and
Raver 1984). Although spot have been recorded from
depths of 165 m (Squire 1958) and 204 m (Springer and
Bullis 1956), they are usually found in depths less than
100 m (Pearson 1932; Dawson 1958). Spot tagged in
Chesapeake Bay (Pacheco 1962) and Delaware Bay (Pear-
son 1932) were returned by trawlers operating south of
Cape Hatteras, NC in winter. This suggests that spot from
these northern areas may have a common coastal feeding
or spawning ground during winter (Chao and Musick
1977). There are so few spot captured in the MAB in the
spring that the species is not reported by groundfish cruises
(NMFS/NEFC 1984-88) undertaken in March, lending
further support for a common winter ground offshore or
south of Cape Hatteras.

Since spawning has not been observed, many conclu-
sions about spawning time and place are based on collec-
tions of larvae and juveniles (Hildebrand and Cable 1930;
Lewis and Wilkens 1971; Berrien et al. 1978; Lewis and
Judy 1983). Spawning probably occurs on the mid to outer
continental shelf (Warlen and Chester 1985) over deeper
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Table 1

Literature records of initial spot recruitinent dates and sizes in Chesapeake Bay.
Spot reference Date Size (mm)
Welsh and Breder 1923 Chesapcake Bay Jan.-April 19-37
Hildebrand and Schroeder 1928 Chesapeake Bay 1st wk March 15-19
Pacheco 1957 York River April 15-22
Pacheco 1962 York River April/May 22-85
Richards and Castagna 1970 eastern shore May-Sept. 21-99
Chao and Musick 1977 York River Early April 14-45
Schauss 1977 Lynnhaven Bay April —
Orth and Heck 1980 Chesapeake Bay March —
Olney 1983 Chesapeake Bay Feb./March 11-20
Weinstein and Brooks 1983 Chesapeake Bay April 20
Heck and Thoman 1984 York River April —
McCambridge and Alden 1984 James River April 16-22
Smith et al. 1984 York River April —
Cowan and Birdsong 1985 Wachapreague April/May 15-33
O’Neill and Weinstein 1987 York River April —
Olney and Boehlert 1988 Chesapeake Bay April/May —
Seigfried 1989 York River April 14-19

bottoms (Dawson 1958). Off North Carolina, the size and
age of spot larvae increased from offshore toward the
coastline (Lewis and Judy 1983; Warlen and Chester 1985).
Primarily, time of spawning has been inferred from time
of juvenile recruitment to the estuaries. Juveniles recruit
to Georgia estuaries from February through April (Rogers
et al. 1984) and to South Carolina from January through
June (Beckman and Dean 1984; McGovern 1986), peak-
ing in February (McGovern 1986). Recruitment to North
Carolina may occur October through March, but appears
to be concentrated from January to March (Tagatz and
Dudly 1961; Williams and Deubler 1968; Lewis and Mann
1971; Turner and Johnson 1973; Lewis and Judy 1983).
Spot are approximately two months of age when entering
estuaries in North Carolina (Warlen and Chester 1985) and
South Carolina (Beckman and Dean 1984). Recruitment
to Chesapeake Bay usually occurs in April and May
(Table 1) but has been reported as early as January (Welsh
and Breder 1923), February (Olney 1983), or March
(Hildebrand and Schroeder 1928; Orth and Heck 1980).
Variation in time of juvenile recruitment indicates a change
in time or place of spawning or in mechanisms responsible
for transport of larvae to inshore nurseries.

These observations indicate that spot spawn over the mid
to outer shelf, inshore of the Gulf Stream, from at least
North Carolina southward. However, since spot recruit to
Chesapeake Bay as post-larvae or juveniles in the spring,
it has been concluded that spawning also takes place as far
north as the Chesapeake area of the MAB (Welsh and
Breder 1923; Hildebrand and Schroeder 1928; Johnson
1978; Lippson and Moran 1984). Mechanisms responsible
for transport of larvae from the spawning ground to the
nursery have not been investigated. It is the intention of

this paper to analyze historic and recent data to formulate
hypotheses which exclude the MAB (Fig. 1) as a spawn-
ing location and propose theoretical transport pathways
from a southerly spawning site to Chesapeake Bay. Addi-
tionally, we will suggest direction for future investigations
to test these hypotheses.

Methods

Bottom isotherms were obtained from the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS)/Northeast Fisheries Center
(NEFC) bottom-trawl survey cruise publications (Edwards
et al. 1962; Davis 1979; Nickerson and Wright 1980;
NMFS/NEFC 1983-1988) or as unpublished plots (L.
Lierheimer, NMFS/NEFC, Woods Hole, MA 02543,
December 1987). Bottom temperatures (° C) from cruises
8701 (February-March 1987), 8801 (February 1988), and
8901 (February-March 1989) were collected aboard the
NOAA ship Ferrel by the authors. Because laboratory
studies of spot show spawning to take place between
17.5°C and 25.0° C (Hettler and Powell 1981), the 17°C
isotherm was selected as an index of spawning temperature.
Bottom water temperatures were examined between 39° N
and 33.5°N latitude (Fig. 2A) from November through
May, 1965-1989. Data were aggregated seasonally based
on timing of most collections and applicability to spot life
history: November-December, January-February and
March-May (Table 2).

Wind data from Norfolk International Airport, Virginia
has previously been validated for application in the MAB
(Norcross and Austin 1988). Daily resultant wind speed
and direction for 1978-1988 (INational Weather Service,
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Figure 1
The area of study on the east coast of the United States in-
cluding the Middle Atlantic Bight and Chesapeake Bay. Note:
southern extent of bottom temperatures collected on NMFS
cruises (Table 2): Chincoteague Island (38° N), Chesapeake
Bay mouth (37° N), Oregon Inlet (36° N), and Cape Hatteras
(35°N). Sites of collections of juvenile spot on the eastern shore
of Virginia, (Wachapreague Inlet, Sand Shoal Inlet, and Fish-
erman’s Island), and within Chesapeake Bay, (Occohannock
Creek, York River, James River, and Lynnhaven Bay). Nor-
folk International Airport, site of recording of wind data.

1978-88) were processed by smoothing with seven-day run-
ning averages which corresponded to the physical time
range applicable for transport in the South Atlantic Bight
(Yoder 1983). The daily resultant winds were analyzed for
the time period from November through June, the time
of spawning and recruitment of spot to Chesapeake Bay.
The total number of southerly wind events (i.e., the
number of wind vectors having a northward component)
and the number of southerly events lasting four consecutive
days were compared for different years and months.
Ichthyoplankton samples were collected near the shore
to 200 m offshore in the southern MAB as far north as New

Jersey and as far south as Cape Lookout, NC. Larvae were
collected by stepped oblique tows using Gulf-V samplers
aboard the RV Dolphin in 1965 and 1966 (Berrien et al.
1978). Later collections of spot larvae (1977-1986),
available from NMFS/NEFC cruises (M. Fahay, NMFS/
NEFC, Highlands, NJ 07732, pers. commun. Nov. 1988),
used double oblique bongo-net tows following standard
MARMAP guidelines (Jossi and Marak 1983). These
sampling techniques do not yield information on the ver-
tical distribution of larvae. The horizontal distribution of
larval spot was plotted for November-December,
January-February, March, April, and May by combin-
ing data from all cruises. The mean length of larvae was
calculated for each station. Station locations from each
cruise did not overlap since those from the RV Dolphin were
located on transects perpendicular to the coastline and those
from the NMFS/NEFC cruises were selected by stratified
random sampling techniques.

As part of a larger study, estuarine areas within Chesa-
peake Bay and locations in lagoons on the seaside of
Virginia’s eastern shore were sampled twice monthly from
September 1986 through August 1987 and monthly from
September 1987 through August 1988. Sample locations
consisted of Wachapreague Channel and Inlet (five sta-
tions) Sand Shoal Channel and Inlet (five stations) and
Fisherman’s Island (one station) on the seaside of the
Virginia eastern shore; Occohannock Creek (four stations)
on the bayside of the eastern shore; and the mouth of the
York River (eight stations) on the west side of Chesapeake
Bay (Fig. 1). Stations were located in channels of creeks
and rivers and directly behind the barrier islands, and in
shallow areas within the marsh complex. Sites were similar
with regard to depth, proximity to houses and creek size.
Weather permitting, two samples were taken at all 23 sta-
tions on each of 36 trips. A 4.9-m semi-balloon trawl with
a codend mesh of 6.4 mm and a 3.2-mm codend liner was
used at 18 of the stations. At the other five stations, one
at each site, a 6.1-m bag seine with a 3.2-mm mesh was
used (Norcross and Hata, in press). All spot captured were
preserved in either 10% formalin or 95% ethanol and
returned to the laboratory where they were measured to
the nearest 1 mm increment of total length (TL).

Results and Discussion

Examination of 48 sets of bottom isotherms—10 for
November-December, 14 for January-February, and 24
for March-May (Table 2)—produced plots of the 17°C
isotherm by season (Fig. 2A). Water as warm as 17°C is
present in the MAB during November-December, but the
location exhibits interannual variation in position. Rarely
is there any water as warm as 17°C present in winter. Of
the 14 sets of data examined for January-February, there
was a very restricted amount of water warmer than 17°C
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+40° The continental shelf area to
200 m (dotted line) in the
Middle Atlantic Bight and
around Cape Hatteras. (A)
Seasonal distribution of the
17°C isotherm. Numbers, lo-
L 38° cated on the side of the iso-
therm greater than 17°C, in-
dicate the year in which the
isotherm was in that position.
Source is data in Table 2. (B)
Bottom water temperatures
L 36° on 1 May generated from
average temperatures of 10
years of NMFS data (D.
Mountain and T. Holzwarth,
NMFS/NEFC, Woods Hole,
MA 02543, unpubl. data
1988).
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Table 2

Bottom-water temperature data, 1965-1989 (Davis 1979;
Nickerson and Wright 1980; NMFS/NEFC 1983-1988;
Norcross and Bodolus, unpub. data.) All cruises started
at least as far north as New Jersey; southern extent of cruise
track listed here.

Cruise Southern Highest
Year Dates LD. # extent temp.
November-December
1965  3-23 Dec 6504 Cape Lookout 22°C
1966 9 Nov-4 Dec 6614 Cape Lookout 22°C
1971 8-19 Nov 7103 Cape Lookout 24°C
1978 Dec 7807 Chesapeake Bay 16°C
1980 19 Nov-21 Dec 8012 Oregon Inlet 14°C
1982 15 Nov-22 Dec 8209 Chincoteague 14°C
1983 14 Nov-21 Dec 8309 Cape Henry 18°C
1984 29 Nov-7 Dec 8409 Cape Hatteras 24°C
1985 5 Nov-12 Dec 8510 Cape Hatteras 24°G
1986 3 Nov-12 Dec 8610 Cape Hatteras 24°C
January-February
1959 23 Jan-3 Feb 126 Cape Hatteras 15°C
1966 26 Jan-9 Feb 6601 Cape Lookout 17°C
1978 Jan-Feb 7801 Oregon Inlet 13°C
1978 16 Feb-17 Mar 7802 Cape Hatteras 12°C
1979 Jan 7901 Chesapeake Bay 10°C
1979 23 Feb-15 Mar 7903 Cape Hatteras 12°C
1980 3 Jan-10 Feb 8001 Oregon Inlet 12°C
1981 17 Feb-24 Mar 8101 Chesapeake Bay 11°C
1984 9 Jan-10 Feb 8401 Chesapeake Bay 12°G
1985 7 Jan-8 Feb 8501 Chesapeake Bay  12°C
1986 7 Jan-12 Feb 8601 Cape Hatteras 17°C
1987 5 Jan-13 Feb 8701 Cape Hatteras 16°C
1987 23 Feb-6 Mar 8701 Cape Hatteras 21°C
1988 8 Feb-26 Feb 8801 Cape Hatteras 18°C
1989 13 Feb-2 Mar 8901 Cape Hatteras 21°C
March-May
1966  6-21 Apr 6603 Cape Lookout 21°C
1968 4 Mar-16 May 6803 Cape Hatteras 10°C
1969 5 Mar-10 Apr 6902 Cape Hatteras 10°C
1970 12 Mar-29 Apr 7003 Oregon Inlet 14°C
1971 9 Mar-5 May 7101 Cape Hatteras 18°C
1972 8 Mar-24 Apr 7202 Oregon Inlet 13°C
1972 20-31 Mar 7208 Cape Lookout 20°C
1973 16 Mar-15 May 7303 Oregon Inlet 11°C
1974 12 Mar-4 May 7404 Oregon Inlet 14°C
1975 14 Mar-12 May 7503 Oregon Inlet 10°C
1976 4 Mar-5 May 7605 Oregon Inlet 122G
1977 19 Mar-27 Apr 7703 Oregon Inlet 112C
1978 20 Mar-25 May 7804 Cape Hatteras 14°C
1978 Apr-May 7804 Cape Hatteras 17°C
1979 20 Mar-12 May 7904 Cape Lookout 18°C
1979  6-19 May 7904 Cape Hatteras 20°C
1980 29 Feb-4 Apr 8002 Cape Hatteras 18°C
1980 16 Mar-2 May 8003 Cape Lookout 18°C
1981 17 Mar-14 May 8100 Cape Lookout 17°C
1981 18 Mar-9 Apr 8103 Cape Hatteras 11°C
1981 20 May-18 Jun 8103 Chincoteague 12°C
1985 1 Apr-2 May 8303 Cape Hatteras 14°C
1986 6 May-7 Jun 8603 Cape Hatteras 19°C
1987 5 May-8 Jun 8704 Oregon Inlet 11°C

available in only five of the 12 years. While 17°C water
was available in March-May, it was restricted to near Cape
Hatteras (Fig. 2, A and B). There is a convergence zone
near Cape Hatteras which causes a dramatic increase in
bottom water temperature (Bumpus 1973). This zone
forms in the autumn, persists throughout the winter, and
breaks down in the spring (Bumpus et al. 1973). Remnants
of this convergence zone can be seen in the March-May
bottom temperatures (Fig. 2A), with water warmer than
17°C present in almost half of the years. Ten years of data
taken by NMFS/NEFC cruises show this convergence zone
at Cape Hatteras on 1 May (Fig. 2B).

Based on these bottom temperature distributions, we
conclude that spot do not spawn in the MAB in winter,
rather that they spawn near or south of Cape Hatteras
where the water temperature is 17°C or higher. Spot could
theoretically spawn in the MAB in November and early
December when water warmer than 17°C is still present.
However, since spot do not recruit to Chesapeake Bay until
March and April (Table 1), it seems unlikely they they
would spawn in the fall as that would require a mechanism
to keep the larvae offshore in the MAB for four to six
months. '

If spot are spawning at the shelf break near Cape Hat-
teras in winter and spring, as indicated by bottom water
temperatures, then a mechanism must exist to transport
the larvae northward on the shelf from Cape Hatteras
towards Chesapeake Bay. The mean longshore flow in the
MAB, however, is southerly (Bumpus 1973). This mean
flow decreases from a maximum near the shelf break
toward the coast where the shallow inner shelf is prone to
wind-driven forces (Beardsley and Boicourt 1981).

Eggs and larvae of spot are pelagic (Powell and Gordy
1980), though their depth distribution is unknown, and
thus subject to transport by winds and currents. Year-class
strength seems to vary yearly and to be determined by time
of recruitment to the estuary (Joseph 1972). These non-
periodic year-to-year fluctuations are thought to be caused
by environmental differences that occur on the spawning
ground (Joseph 1972). Extended periods of offshore-
directed winds during the pelagic phase may cause drastic
reductions in a year class (Manooch and Raver 1984).

Vectors of seven-day running averaged winds from
Norfolk International Airport for 1978-1988 show strong
northerly winds from October through April with episodes
of southerly winds from January onward. May and June
show a seasonal shift to predominantly southerly winds
(Fig. 3). These episodes of seasonal wind reversal could
cause current reversals in the MAB (Bumpus 1973) and
serve as a transport mechanism for spot recruiting to
Chesapeake Bay. The number of southerly wind events and
the number of southerly wind events lasting four consecu-
tive days (Fig. 4) were analyzed for differences between
months and years. There was no significant difference
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Figure 3

Wind vectors from Norfolk International Airport, Virginia,
(1978-1988) were processed by smoothing with 7-day running
averages. Time scale is 1 July through 30 June of the following
year. Up is north. Orientation is in the direction towards which
the wind is blowing, i.e., away from the center line. Note southerly
events occurring from December to March. Arrows indicate ap-
pearance of cohorts of juvenile spot in the Chesapeake Bay
estuaries in 1987 and 1988 (Figures 6 and 7).

Number of Consecutive 4—-Day Southerly Wind Events

Total Number of Southerly Wind Events

Figure 4
Total number of southerly wind events and number of consecutive
4-day southerly wind events taken from vector plots in Figure 3.

between years in number of southerly winds of either type
occurring between November and June. However, the total
number of southerly events (F = 10.3; df = 7,63; P<0.01)
and the number of four-day southerly events (F = 9.6;
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df = 7,63; P<0.01) occurring per month were significantly
different.

As expected, the total number of southerly events per
year is constant. It is the timing of these southerly events
relative to periods when larvae are pelagic that is most
important. Spot larvae begin entering Chesapeake Bay
primarily during March and April. If these fish are ap-
proximately two months of age as found in North and
South Carolina, then the time frame for wind analysis
needs to be narrowed to those months where wind events
are most likely to affect the transport process. April and
May, the time of shift to a summer wind pattern in the
MAB, consistently provide a sufficient number of southerly
events to transport larvae spawned late in the season
northward toward Chesapeake Bay.

Year-class strength is hypothesized to be dependent on
the number of southerly events occurring prior to the wind
shift. Average year classes would rely totally on the wind-
induced transport during April/May, very poor year classes
would result when there was a reduced number of southerly
events during April/May, and dominant year classes would
then be dependent on the number of southerly events oc-
curring from January through March. Analysis of the four-
day southerly wind events occurring during this three
month period detected a significant difference (¥ = 2.55;
df = 9, 18; P<0.05) between years. Results from the total
number of southerly wind events was not conclusive (F =
1.92; df = 9,18; P = 0.114), but still reflected a difference
between years.

Analysis of monthly or seasonally averaged winds in-
dicates that winter is not favorable for onshore transport
south of Cape Hatteras (Yoder 1983). These time scales
conceal short periods of wind variability which are impor-
tant for larval fish transport. Transport across the south-
eastern U.S. shelf in winter can be explained by ‘event’
scale wind reversals which are most numerous in the outer
regions (Yoder 1983). The most favorable shelf current
regime for shoreward transport is hypothesized to be in
the mid-layer during winter (Miller et al. 1984; Miller et al.
1985). A three-layer winter offshore/onshore transport
regime, combined with vertical migration of larvae, may
keep the fall/winter spawned larvae offshore and delay en-
trance to North Carolina estuaries during winter (Miller
et al. 1984). Perhaps there is a similar mechanism which
bypasses or only partially uses this physical regime and
results in transport around Cape Hatteras and northward
to Chesapeake Bay. This would be consistent with 57-82
day old fish (Siegfried 1989) entering a Chesapeake Bay
estuary. Alternatively, since the water column north of
Cape Hatteras is unstratified at this time of year (Beards-
ley et al. 1976), reducing the effect of Ekman transport on
the upper water column, the transport mechanism may be

less complex. For 90 days, spot larvae are buffeted both
north and south by winds and currents but the additive
product of pulses of southerly winds cause a resultant
northward movement.

Information on distribution of spot larvae during winter
and early spring in the MAB 1is limited (Berrien et al.
1978; Morse et al. 1987; M. Fahay, NMFS/NEFC, High-
lands, NJ 07732, pers. commun. Nov. 1988). Distribution
of spot larvae (Fig. 5) in November-December was con-
centrated south of Cape Hatteras and spread northward
to Oregon Inlet. Larvae collected during February were
primarily south of Oregon Inlet with highest densities found
near Cape Hatteras. By March, the larvae were widely
distributed from south of Cape Lookout to the area off
False Cape, VA, south of the Chesapeake Bay mouth.
Distribution continued to progress northward during April
when larvae were found north of the mouth of Chesa-
peake Bay. During May, the regional distribution was fur-
ther condensed with almost all larvae found north of False
Cape.

The extent of distribution varied from year to year, but
several patterns can be seen. Distribution of larvae spread
northward to Chesapeake Bay over time and most larvae
were captured inshore where waters are prone to wind-
induced current reversals. Mean size of larvae increased
from offshore to inshore and with distance northward, sug-
gesting a spawning site near or south of Cape Hatteras on
the outer shelf. The range of larval sizes found each month
further emphasized the protracted spawning period.

Distribution of larvae, coupled with information on size
and age, has been used in the South Atlantic Bight to
infer time and area of spawning (Lewis and Judy 1983;
Warlen and Chester 1985). From Cape Hatteras south-
ward, the highest larval abundance in winter (November-
March) is on the outer shelf in depths of 40-200 m (Lewis
and Judy 1983; Yoder 1983; Warlen and Chester 1985).
Concurrently, surface temperatures there are warmer and
more favorable for spawning and larval survival (Yoder
1983).

Pelagic larvae are unable to regulate their environment,
but they may moderate the effects through an appropriate
behavioral response to reliable environmental signals
(Leggett 1985). Microscale migrations of larvae of several
species have been shown to influence their association with
beneficial current regimes, resulting in transport into
estuarine nursery grounds (Leggett 1985; Miller et al.
1985). Therefore, it is possible that spring reversals of wind
patterns north of Cape Hatteras could act as an environ-
mental signal to which spot larvae respond, resulting in
northward transport to Chesapeake Bay. However, early
larval survival is highly variable when dependent upon such
large-scale meteorological events (Leggett et al. 1984). Such
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Aggregate seasonal distribution and abundance of spot larvae from the RV Dolphin cruises (1965-1966) (Berrien et al. 1978) and
NMFS/NEFC surveys (1977-1986) (M. Fahay, NMFS/NEFC, November 1988). Numbers indicate mean size of larvae (mm).

variable recruitment of spot is common in Chesapeake Bay tions, but they are available from recent samples collected
and Delaware Bay (Thomas 1978). from 1986 to 1988. In 1987, spot first appeared during the
Data on juvenile spot recruitment in Virginia are not second April collection period, 20-23 April, recruitment

available from the same time period as the larval collec- peaking in May and continuing through June (Fig. 6). The
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1987 bimonthly sampling. Length/frequency histograms of newly
recruited spot aggregated over five sites in Chesapeake Bay and
on the eastern shore of Virginia (from top to bottom:
Wachapreague, Sand Shoal, Fisherman’s Island, Occohannock
Creek, and York River).
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trend of peak recruitment in May and June was also seen
in 1988 collections, but spot appeared in Chesapeake Bay
during March (Fig. 7), a month earlier than in 1987. The
March/April appearance of recruits between 13 and 41 mm
TL is in agreement with most other reports of spot entrance
to Chesapeake Bay (Table 1).

Evidence of a protracted spawning season is seen with
the presence of new recruits (10-25 mm TL) in all collec-
tions (Figs. 6 and 7). Episodes of southerly winds in 1987
and 1988 occurred prior to the initial appearance of spot
within Chesapeake Bay and prior to the appearance of each
successive cohort (Fig. 3). The earlier arrival of spot in
March 1988 could be related to the number (12) of south-
erly wind events in February as opposed to 1987 when there
were no southerly events in February (Fig. 4) and spot did
not appear until late April.

Based on the growth rates of Warlen and Chester (1985)
and Siegfried (1989), spot entering Chesapeake Bay in 1987
and 1988 were spawned between January and April. At
that time of year, the only bottom water warmer than 17°C
was just off Cape Hatteras (Fig. 2), 250 km south of
Chesapeake Bay.

It is not impossible for fish larvae to be transported in
excess of 250 km to reach nursery grounds. Larvae of the
American eel (Anguilla rostrata) and bluefish (Pomatomus
saltatrix) are also transported northward along the Atlan-
tic coast before entering estuaries. However, unlike spot,
it is thought that transport of these species is dependent
upon the Gulf Stream (Kendall and Walford 1979;
Kleckner and McCleave 1982). The apparent dependence
of pelagic spawners on ‘‘normal’’ oceanographic drift con-
ditions suggests that anomalies in these patterns could
result in variation in recruitment success (Norcross and
Shaw 1984). The suggested ‘‘normal’’ condition affecting
spot recruitment to Chesapeake Bay is episodes of southerly
reversals in spring wind patterns. The timing of these rever-
sals is hypothesized to cause observed anomalous varia-
tions in spot recruitment abundance.

The hypothesis that wind events are responsible for a
portion of the interannual variability in spot recruitment
suggests the need for investigation of the offshore larval
distribution coupled with the physical dynamics of the
system. Circulation patterns over the MAB continental
shelf and around Cape Hatteras are complex, and transport
processes may also be related to the amount of estuarine
discharge, tidal influence, and stratification of the water
column. Current meter data for the MAB south of Chesa-
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Figure 7
1988 monthly sampling. Length/frequency histograms of newly
recruited spot aggregated over five sites in Chesapeake Bay and
on the eastern shore of Virginia (from top to bottom: Wacha-
preague, Sand Shoal, Fisherman’s Island, Occohannock Creek,
and York River).

peake Bay are needed to verify inferences of water move-
ment in conjunction with southerly wind events. Computer
simulations of the shelf currents would aid in identifying
physical factors that have the greatest effect on recruitment
variation. This effect would be further modified by the ver-
tical distribution of spot larvae, though this distribution
is currently unknown. Discrete depth collections are there-

fore needed to determine depth distribution of spot larvae
and associated changes which may occur as larvae develop.
Field studies are needed to verify spot spawning sites and
to collect concomitant physical data. The possibility exists
that fish recruiting to areas north of Cape Hatteras are
spawned at a later date than those recruiting to more
southern estuaries. Aging of larvae, based on daily otolith
increments, would yield information on spawning time,
duration of transport, and growth rates during the larval
phase. Sampling of new recruits on a time scale finer than
the monthly and bimonthly data presented here is necessary
to adequately test the hypothesized relationship with
southerly wind events.
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ABSTRACT

Larval fishes were sampled in four nearshore habitats: coral reef, seagrass bed, mangrove lagoon,
and mangrove prop roots in southwestern Puerto Rico. A lift net with attached night light was
employed to determine seasonal abundance and species composition of the nearshore ichthyo-
plankton assemblage. Coral reef and seagrass bed habitats usually possessed the greatest abun-
dance and species richness of larval fishes. Few early stages of larval fishes were collected in
mangrove habitats suggesting that they were not nursery areas. The abundance of larval fishes
in the open water area of the lagoon was not significantly different from the prop root habitat.
Although all habitats were within close proximity (ca. 2 km), there were different patterns in
abundance between the coral reef/seagrass bed and mangrove habitats. Based on low abundance
of larval fishes and few species captured, the mangroves cannot be considered an important spawn-
ing or nursery area for larval fishes in southwestern Puerto Rico.

Introduction

Larval fishes in nearshore tropical environments have not
been thoroughly studied because of the difficulty in using
standard ichthyoplankton sampling gear in these areas. A
major problem encountered when sampling tropical near-
shore waters with an active gear, such as a towed net, is
navigation among shallow reef areas. Sampling at night
amplifies navigational problems, but may be particularly
important in nearshore areas where larval fishes may ag-
gregate near bottom or visually avoid towed nets during
the day (Powles 1977; Thayer et al. 1983). Thus, most
tropical ichthyoplankton studies have been concentrated
in oceanic waters where large vessels can operate (Ahlstrom
1971, 1972; Powles 1975; Leis and Miller 1976; Richards
1984). Few studies have examined ichthyoplankton around
mangroves (Wyatt 1982; Flores-Coto et al. 1983; Collins
and Finucane 1984; Little et al. 1988; Powell et al. 1989)
even though these areas are considered major fish nurseries
(Heald and Odum 1970).

This study addresses the hypothesis that mangrove areas
are spawning or larval nursery areas for fishes in south-
western Puerto Rico. We employed a lift net with attached

* Present address: NOAA, Office of Undersea Research SSMC1 R/OR2,
1335 East-West Hwy., Silver Spring, MD 20910.

night light to reduce the problem of sampling with towed
nets in coral reef and mangrove habitats.

Materials and Methods

Sampling Area

The study area was located on the southwestern coast of
Puerto Rico, the most easterly large island in the Greater
Antilles (Fig. 1). The coast is fringed by relatively un-
disturbed red mangrove forests (Rhizophora mangle) and
nearshore waters are dotted with red mangrove cays. Many
well-developed coral reefs are also found in the area. This
portion of Puerto Rico has a dry climate with a total rain-
fall of 695 mm for 1988