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Figure 6
Slow-repetition-rate clicks emitted by a Mesoplodon europaeus. To
the ear, these sounded like "knocking" clicks. Effective filter
bandwidth 300 Hz.

Recordings were begun at 1030 hours on 10 August and
were continued for about 3 Y2 hours. The animal died that
same evening. During the recording session sufficient data
on the underwater sounds of this little-known species were
collected to be of some interest. The recordings also shed
some light on the sounds of a newborn cetacean uncon­
taminated by output from the mother. This is significant
because under normal circumstances a newborn infant can­
not be separated from its mother because of husbandry
problems.

Several episodes of click trains were recorded as the in­
fant approached the hydrophone, especially during the
early parts of the recording session, just after the instru­
ment was placed in the animal's enclosure. No sounds other
than these apparent click trains were heard. Documenting
clicks in such a young animal is important.

Click sounds (Fig. 5) also were recorded from a 166-cm
male K. breviceps (S-85-KB-03) stranded on 2 May 1985
at St. Augustine Beach, Florida. It was placed in isolation
in a 6.4-meter concrete tank at Marineland of Florida
where it lived for 32 days. He emitted these clicks when
food was held underwater, and possibly the whale was
echolocating.

Although we have tried to record sounds from a few
isolated dwarf sperm whales, K. simus, under these same
conditions, we have not yet succeeded in obtaining sounds
of any kind.

Antillean Beaked Whale (Mesoplodon europaeus)

On 11 October 1983, a male (MLF 409) measuring 252
cm in a straight line from the tip of the lower jaw to the
center of the trailing edge of the flukes stranded alive about
three miles north of the pier at Flagler Beach, Florida. The
whale was found at the edge of the surf at low tide and
was never fully dry because of rain and a northeastern
wind. It was returned to a 6.4-meter isolation tank at

Figure 7
Faster-repetition-rate clicks emitted by the same animal and dur­
ing the same recording session as in Figure 6. These sounds are
described as "sharp" clicks, and the dominant frequency is
somewhat higher (ca. 2 kHz vs. 1 kHz). Effective filter band­
width 300 Hz.
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Figure 8
Slow clicks emitted by the same animal as in Figures 6 and 7.
These were noted as being emitted while the animal was across
the pool from and not oriented toward the hydrophone. Hence,
directionality was not a prominent factor in these clicks. Effec­
tive filter bandwidth 600 Hz.

Marineland of Florida where it lived until 30 October. Fre­
quent underwater recording sessions were conducted from
12 through 28 October.

The animal vocalized frequently and usually the sounds
were at a high amplitude. These included both slow and
fast clicks (Figs. 6-8) and a narrow band sound (Fig. 9)
suggesting an ability by this species to produce a whistle.

Discussion _

The sounds presented here are intended chiefly to report
the presence of underwater click emissions in the two
species noted. Although it is considered possible that all
odontocetes produce clicks and that these clicks are used
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Clicks emitted by both species were of variable repetition
rates (Figs. 1-8).
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Figure 9
Narrow-band "chirp" at about 6 kHz emitted by M. europaeus.
This indicates a narrow band whistle capability. Effective filter
bandwidth 90 Hz.
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