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Figure 9
Narrow-band ““‘chirp’’ at about 6 kHz emitted by M. europaeus.
This indicates a narrow band whistle capability. Effective filter
bandwidth 90 Hz.

by at least some species to echolocate, vocalizations of many
species remain undocumented (Watkins and Wartzok
1985). Click emission by a newborn Kogia breviceps was con-
sidered particularly noteworthy as we know very little about
the ontogeny of this class of sounds in any cetacean.

Beyond reporting the sounds and publishing the spec-
trograms, the constraints of the opportunistic nature of the
recordings prohibit much speculation. We note, however,
that the K. breviceps infant, and to a lesser degree the
juvenile, emitted many more audible clicks than we have
heard from the older animals. We do not know if K.
breviceps clicks could be used as identification signals as they
reportedly are in sperm whales (Watkins and Schevill 1977;
Watkins 1980).

There have been no sounds listed in the published
literature for the Antillean beaked whale. The only previ-
ously documented sounds for the genus Mesoplodon are brief
narrow-band chirps or brief whistles recorded in air from
a stranded M. densirostris (Caldwell and Caldwell 1971).

Clicks emitted by both species were of variable repetition
rates (Figs. 1-8).
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